
Peter Lema 
 
….. played his junior rugby league with the Granville diggers club. The Diggers were one of the top 
junior rugby league clubs competing in the Western Suburbs junior competition and produced many 
quality players including Greg and Terry Rose, Peter and Paul Young, Ross Gannon (Penrith), Greg and 
Peter Lema, Marshall Rogers, Terry Leabeater, Tom Arber, George Ghosn as well as future Wests 
coach, Steve Ghosn. 
 

 
Granville Diggers Junior Rugby League Club 

 
Peter Lema would prove to be a sensational junior rugby league player. In 1972 he was one of three 
players along with Jim Myers and Neil Bennett to receive an education scholarship from Wests for 
outstanding performance in the Jersey Flegg and S G Ball competitions. Wests annual report described 
Peter as “big and strong for his age, with a brilliant turn of speed ….. a First Grader of the future.” 
 
He was first recognised by the representative selectors when he was picked to captain the Wests 
U/14’s Knock Out team in 1971. This competition was effectively the early years of the Harold 
Matthews Cup. Team mates of Peter included future Wests First Grade players Alan Neil, Steve 
Eisenhuth and George Moroko. The team were runners-up that year against Parramatta. 
 

 
Western Suburbs Under 14 Knock Out Runners Up (Harold Matthews Cup) 1971 

(Note: The Arthur Chapman Trophy was awarded to the winner of this competition in the early years) 

Back: H Burns (President), J Moore (Coach), R Robinson, P Kerr, P Hamburger, R Armstrong, K James, G Moroko, P Blyton,  

P Bartlett, B Neil (Sel),  

Front: M Somerville, S Eisenhuth, A Tara, T Wyborn, P Lema (C), K Wilson, S Gough, A Neil, Inset: J Wakeford Absent: M Jones (Sel) 



To highlight the faith the selectors had in Peter, he was called up into the S G Ball team along with 
George Moroko after completing their stint in the Under 14’s competition. 
 

 
Western Suburbs DRLFC S. G. Ball Team 1971 

Back: J Begnell, H Burns, E Jackman (Sel), M Cameron, T Badman, A Smith (Coach), W Stone, G Moroko,  

K Bowen (Rep. Sel),  J Moore (Manager), R Hill (Sel) 

Middle: M Selkirk, J Armstong, J Picton, K Cowley, W Smith (C), G Purtell (VC), J Sheerin, M Manston, C Davis 

Front: G Gardner, J Begnell, R McDonald, C Albrecht (Ball Boy), S Popovic, J Hogan, P Lema 

 

The following year, Peter was again selected to play and captain Wests S G Ball team. 
 

 
Western Suburbs S G Ball Cup Team 1972 

Back: J Moore (Coach), B Neil (Sel), S Coghlan (Sec), P Blyton, G Spotswood, P Bartlett, E Narbutus, K Frazer,  

W O’Brien (Manager), W Roberts (Treasurer), W Ginn (Rep Sel) 

Middle: K James, G Johnson, P Kerr, P Lema (C), G Moroko, A Zahra, B Armstrong,  

Front: T Avnell, S Eisenhuth, P Neil, M Rogers (Ball Boy), P Toomey, K Babbage, G Mathers 

Absent: H Burns (President), R Bottoni, B Harris, M Canellis 

 
While the Cup team didn’t make the semi-finals, four members of the team including Peter Lema, 
Geoff Spotswood, Phil Kerr and Kevin James were selected for the NSW S G Ball representative team 
trials played at the SCG, for selection in a team to tour Darwin in the Northern Territory. Peter Lema 
and Geoff Spotswod along with future Wests player Greg Cox were selected in the team that made 
the tour to Darwin. 



 
Rugby League News 1972 

 
 

 
RLN 15,16 July 1972 

 



In 1974, Peter was selected to play in Wests Jersey Flegg Cup team. The team had plenty of talented 
players with future First Graders Gary Clarke, Steve Eisenhuth, Geoff Gardner, Ken Hey, Dave Kennedy, 
George Moroko, Geoff Spotswood  as well as Peter Lema in the line-up. The Flegg team had a tough 
draw and with a narrow loss to Manly and a draw against Parramatta missed the finals. Manly and 
Parramatta would go on to play in the final of the Flegg Cup. 

 

  
Wests 1974 Jersey Flegg Cup Squad                                

 

 
Western Suburbs Jersey Flegg Cup Team 1974 

Back: Jim Smith (President), Keith Bowen (Rep Selector), M O’Brien, J Picton, K Hey, Jack Moore, (Coach),  

G Spotswood, A Badman, A Neatherway, Graeme Frederick (Selector/Manager), S Coghlan (Secretary),  

Middle: J Pronti, J Armstrong, G Gardner (C), P Brown, J Begnell, Steve Eisenhuth 

Front: J Cattell, G Clarke, Sand Boy, Ball Boy, P Lema, M Manston 

 
Peter was again selected in Wests 1975 Jersey Flegg Cup squad and captained the team. Players that 
went on to play First Grade with Wests included Geoff Spotswood, Marshall Rogers, Terry Leabeater, 
Alan Neil as well as Peter Lema. 
 
The Jersey Flegg team had a good season. Wests had a narrow loss against Canterbury in the first 
round but defeated South Sydney and then easily accounted for Eastern Suburbs to claim a berth in 
the semi-final against Cronulla.  
 

 
10 May 1975 

 



 
                                                  17 May 1975                                                                              24 May 1975 

 
Wests had a strong win over Cronulla and so the stage was set for a final contest against St George.  
 

 
7 June 1975 

 
The final of the 1975 Jersey Flegg competition was a tight affair with Wests and St George scoring two 
tries a piece. However it was St George that won the Cup by four points on superior goal kicking. 
 

 
14 June 1975 

 

 
Western Suburbs Jersey Flegg Cup Team 1975 

Back: G Allum (Manager), P Gilbert (Coach), B Stevenson, G Spotswood, R McAllister, D Marr, P Finnegan, P Bartlett, B 

Gane, K Fraser, G Mackie, M Rogers, B Neil, K Bowen (Rep Squad Secretary), S Coghlan (SL Secretary) 

Middle: K Wilson, P Blyton, T Leabeater, P Lema (C), G Mathers, G Johnson,  

Front: A Neil, J Wakeford, P Carmichael (Ball Boy), B Armstrong, C Herbert, A Sly 

 
Peter Lema returned to his junior club at the end of his Jersey Flegg commitments but was also called 
up by Wests later in the season and played one Under 23’s match that year. 
 
In 1976, Roy Masters joined Wests as the Under 23’s coach. The Presidents Cup and Jersey Flegg Cup 
teams were in somewhat of a turmoil that year partly due to late selection of the teams and in part 
due to the change in age criteria adopted by the NSW Rugby League for these competitions. The 



Presidents Cup was originally an Under 21 competition which would now become an Under 19 
competition. While the Jersey Flegg competition would revert from Under 18’s to Under 17’s.   
 
Fortunately, Wests had a number of good players feeding through the junior representative teams 
from previous years but it would also be necessary to scour the local junior competition to find 
talented players. This persistence to build competitive teams would pay-off in the grade ranks over 
the coming years. Peter Lema was one of those talented players. He would play ten Under 23’s and 
nine Reserve Grade games in 1976. 
 
The 1977 season was the one when Peter Lema established himself as a grade rugby league player He 
played nineteen Under 23 and seven Reserve Grade games for Wests that season. He also played his 
one and only First Grade game when he debuted in the last premiership game of the season against 
St George. 
 
It was also a year of turmoil in terms of managing the playing roster as Wests First Grade team won 
the AMCO Cup and had to ensure that there were sufficient fit players to meet both the Cup and 
premiership commitments. This provided an opportunity for some of Wests younger players. Peter 
Lema was one of those players being called into the First Grade team for the match against St George.  
 
Wests had just defeated Easts in the AMCO Cup final and a number of key players succumbed to injury. 
Reserve Grade lock, Neville Sinclair was originally selected for the St George game but had he played, 
he would have been ineligible to play for Wests Reserve Grade team in the semi-finals. This opened 
the opportunity for Peter Lema. Wests were no match for the Dragons who inflicted a 4-49 loss. 
 

 
SMH 21 August 1977 

 

 
Peter Lema’s First Grade Debut – Round Twenty Two 1977 



Peter remained eligible for the Wests Under 23 team and the upcoming semi-final campaign. The 
under 23’s finished on top of the table but had keen competition in the final series. In the major semi-
final against Easts, Wests were down 2-10 at half time and drew level by full time. Wests had the 
opportunity to win the game but missed a penalty goal after the siren sounded. The team went into 
extra time and then dominated the match, putting on an extra seven points to win 17-10.  
 

 
SMH 4 September 1977 

 
The team then met Parramatta in the grand final. In a worthy match up, Wests had a formidable squad 
but the Parramatta team was also of high quality with two future internationals and a future NSW City 
representative. Wests defeated the Parramatta team 9-5 in the decider.  
 

 



 

 
Western Suburbs U23 Premiers 1977 doing a Lap of Honour  

 
 

 

 
Western Suburbs DRLFC - U23's Premiers 1977 

Back Row: George Downie (Sec) George Moroko, John Crow, Ron Brodrick, Bob Cooper, Nathan Cole, Brian Cook,  

Roy Masters (Coach) 

Front Row: Alan Neil, Mark Manston, Peter Lema, Geoff Gardner (Captain), Dave Kennedy, Peter Duggan, Peter Walsh  

At Front: Brett Downie, Mark Cochrane (Ball Boys) 

 



 
Wests U/23’s Premiership Pocket 1977 

 
The 1978 season saw Roy Masters, the successful U/23’s coach, elevated to coach the First Grade 
team with Warren Ryan taking over the coaching position of the Under 23 team. Peter Lema played 
thirty games for Wests in 1978, eighteen in the Under 23 team and twelve in Reserve Grade.  
 
He was the captain and a key member of the Under 23 team that made it through to the grand final. 
Wests defeated Manly and then South Sydney in the semi-finals which set up a meeting with minor 
premiers Parramatta, in the preliminary final. 

 

 
                         Semi-Final SMH 23 August 1978                                                 Semi-Final SMH 30 August 1978 

 
Wests accounted for Parramatta in the preliminary final 21-14 after being down 5-12 at half time. It 
was a comprehensive five try to two win by Wests and the team was now a good chance of winning 
the U/23’s premiership for the second year in succession. 
 

 
SMH 10 September 1978 

 
The Rugby Leaguer Magazine produced the following report on this match.  



 
Captain Peter Lema breaking through the tackle of Paramatta’s Glen Holton  - Rugby Leaguer Magazine 

 

 
U/23 Preliminary Final 1978 - Rugby Leaguer Magazine 



The win over Parramatta set up a meeting with Penrith in the Under 23 grand final . However the 
1978 side could not emulate the effort from the previous year and were outplayed by a talented 
Penrith team 23-5. Nine of the Wests starting line-up from that game along with reserve Geoff 
Spotswood would go on to play First Grade. 
 

 
1978 U/23’s Grand Final 

 

 
1978 U/23 Grand Final Squads - SMH 13 September 1978 

 

 
Western Suburbs DRLFC - U23's Grand Finalists 1978 

Back: George Downie, Ray Bernasconi, Bob Stutfield, Marshall Rogers, Brian Cook, Tom Arber, Kenny Bourke, Alan Neil, Warren Ryan 

Sitting: Paul Houghton, Steve Tamone, Gary Clark, Peter Lema (C), David Kennedy, Bill Pearce, Peter Walsh 

Front: Brad Nelson, Brett Downie 



The 1979 season started well for Peter Lema. Peter Rowles who held the five-eighth position for 
much of the 1978 season had moved to Newtown and Peter Lema was given the opportunity to 
stake his claim in that position. 
 
Peter was selected at five-eighth for the first two pre-season Wills Cup games and although news 
reports indicated that he performed well, Wests lost both of those games and he was dropped for 
the third Cup game. 
 

 
                        SMH 21 February 1979                                                                     SMH 25 February 1979 

 

 
Wills Cup Round One - SMH 21 February 1979 

 

 
SMH 7 March 1979 

 
Peter Rowles would be difficult to replace at five-eighth and throughout 1979 a number of players 
filled this role including John Heyward, Graeme O’Grady, Don Moseley and Peter Walsh. Peter Lema 
would play twenty games in Under 23’s and once again captain the team. He also played three games 
in Reserve Grade through the premiership rounds that year. Wests lower grades did not reach the 
heights of previous years and missed the semi-finals in 1979. 

 

The frustration of not making the semi-finals appeared to have boiled over in the last premiership 
game of the season against North Sydney when Peter was sent off for punching an opponent in the 
Under 23’s game. 



 
SMH 28 August 1979 

 
Peter would again captain the Under 23 team in 1980 and the disappointment of the previous year 
would be erased by a strong performance and a challenge for premiership honours. Wests Under 23’s 
led the competition temporarily towards the end of the regular season. The team easily defeated Easts 
24-7 in the major preliminary final. 
 

 
1980 Major Preliminary Semi-Final – 6 September 1980 

 
The win against Easts set up a contest against minor premiers Parramatta in the Major semi-final. The 
winner of this match would go straight into the grand final. However, Parramatta were too strong for 
Wests on the day winning 17-8. 

 

 
1980 Major Semi-Final – 13 September 1980 

 
The loss gave Wests a further chance of a grand final berth if they could defeat Balmain in the 
preliminary final. It wasn’t to be with Balmain prevailing 18-12 and thereby ending Wests season. 
 

 
1980 Preliminary Final – 20 September 1980 

 

This would be Peter Lema’s last game for Wests. He had six seasons with Wests and played one First 
Grade, thirty two Reserve Grade, eighty nine Under 23’s and two Pre Season cup games for a total of 



one hundred and twenty four games in all grades. During his time at Wests he scored twenty four tries 
in all grades for a total of seventy two points in all grades. 

 
Peter Lema had a First Class career of three games comprising of one First Grade and two Pre Season 
Cup games. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No further record has been found of Peter Lema playing grade rugby league after 1980. However it 
appears that he was graded with Canterbury in 1983. It is evident that he would have played in trial 
matches but no reports have been found to suggest that he played in any official games with the club.  
 

 
Canterbury Bankstown Graded Players 1983 

 
After retiring from grade rugby league, Peter Lema moved to the Illawarra region. He had made good 
use of his educational scholarship and while playing with Wests he undertook an Electrical Trades 
course to secure a future beyond football. 
 

Peter Lema’s Playing Record at Wests 
 

Year 1st 
Grade 

2nd 

Grade 
U/23’s Pre-

Season 
Cup 

AMCO 
Cup 

Tooth 
Cup 

Tries Goals Field 
Goals 

Total 
Points 

           

1975   1        

1976  9     1   3 

1976   10    1   3 

1977 1          

1977  7         

1977   19    7   21 

1978  12     4   12 

1978   18    6   18 

1979  3         

1979   20    3   9 

1979    2       

1980  1         

1980   21    2   6 

Total 1 32 89 2   24   72 

Peter Lema’s First Class Playing Record 
 

Year Rep  
Team 

Rep  
Games 

1st Grade 
Premiership 

Pre-
Season 

Cup 

Mid-Week 
Cup 

1977 - - Wests 1 - - 

1979 - - Wests - - 2 

Total    1  2 


