Peter Lema

..... played his junior rugby league with the Granville diggers club. The Diggers were one of the top
junior rugby league clubs competing in the Western Suburbs junior competition and produced many
quality players including Greg and Terry Rose, Peter and Paul Young, Ross Gannon (Penrith), Greg and
Peter Lema, Marshall Rogers, Terry Leabeater, Tom Arber, George Ghosn as well as future Wests
coach, Steve Ghosn.

Granville Diggers Junior Rugby League Club

Peter Lema would prove to be a sensational junior rugby league player. In 1972 he was one of three
players along with Jim Myers and Neil Bennett to receive an education scholarship from Wests for
outstanding performance in the Jersey Flegg and S G Ball competitions. Wests annual report described
Peter as “big and strong for his age, with a brilliant turn of speed ..... a First Grader of the future.”

He was first recognised by the representative selectors when he was picked to captain the Wests
U/14’s Knock Out team in 1971. This competition was effectively the early years of the Harold
Matthews Cup. Team mates of Peter included future Wests First Grade players Alan Neil, Steve
Eisenhuth and George Moroko. The team were runners-up that year against Parramatta.
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Western Suburbs Under 14 Knock Out Runners Up (Harold Matthews Cup) 1971

(Note: The Arthur Chapman Trophy was awarded to the winner of this competition in the early years)
Back: H Burns (President), ] Moore (Coach), R Robinson, P Kerr, P Hamburger, R Armstrong, K James, G Moroko, P Blyton,
P Bartlett, B Neil (Sel),
Front: M Somerville, S Eisenhuth, A Tara, T Wyborn, P Lema (C), K Wilson, S Gough, A Neil, Inset: ] Wakeford Absent: M Jones (Sel)
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To highlight the faith the selectors had in Peter, he was called up into the S G Ball team along with
George Moroko after completing their stint in the Under 14’s competition.

Western Suburbs DRLFC S. G. Ball Team 1971
Back: J Begnell, H Burns, E Jackman (Sel), M Cameron, T Badman, A Smith (Coach), W Stone, G Moroko,
K Bowen (Rep. Sel), J Moore (Manager), R Hill (Sel)
Middle: M Selkirk, J Armstong, J Picton, K Cowley, W Smith (C), G Purtell (VC), J Sheerin, M Manston, C Davis
Front: G Gardner, J Begnell, R McDonald, C Albrecht (Ball Boy), S Popovic, J Hogan, P Lema

The following year, Peter was again selected to play and captain Wests S G Ball team.
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Western Suburbs S G Ball Cup Team 1972
Back: J Moore (Coach), B Neil (Sel), S Coghlan (Sec), P Blyton, G Spotswood, P Bartlett, E Narbutus, K Frazer,
W O’Brien (Manager), W Roberts (Treasurer), W Ginn (Rep Sel)
Middle: K James, G Johnson, P Kerr, P Lema (C), G Moroko, A Zahra, B Armstrong,
Front: T Avnell, S Eisenhuth, P Neil, M Rogers (Ball Boy), P Toomey, K Babbage, G Mathers
Absent: H Burns (President), R Bottoni, B Harris, M Canellis

While the Cup team didn’t make the semi-finals, four members of the team including Peter Lema,
Geoff Spotswood, Phil Kerr and Kevin James were selected for the NSW S G Ball representative team
trials played at the SCG, for selection in a team to tour Darwin in the Northern Territory. Peter Lema

and Geoff Spotswod along with future Wests player Greg Cox were selected in the team that made
the tour to Darwin.




S. G. BALL CUP SELECTION TRIAL
11.45 a.m., 30 minutes each way, no time off.

S. G. BALL DARWIN 1 S. G. BALL DARWIN 2
(Gold, Green V) (Blue, Gold V)
Fullback: Fullback:

1—G. FRANKLIN (Parr.) 1—D. McKINNON (Cant.)
Threequerters: Threequarters:

2—G. SWEENEY R. STANLEY— 3 2—P. GRAHAM P. SMITH— 3
(Parr.) (N wtown) (Cron.) (St. George)
4—C. BULLOCK M. BARNETT— 5 4—P. KERR K. JAM 5
{Parr.) (Belmain) (Wests) [Wests)
Halves: Halves:
6P. LEMA S. GEARIN— 7 6—P, LEFLEY D. SINCLAIR— 7
(Wests) (Newtown) {Canterbury) (Souths)
Forwards: Forwards:

8—V. VELLELEY B. BURGESS— 9 8—M. DONALDSON T. HORTON— 9
(Parr) (St. George) (Manly) Norths)
10—L. TOWNSEND S. O'SULLIVAN—I11 10—A. YELEVICH R. BINGLE—11
(Canterbury) {(Parr.} (St. George) {Souths)
12—R. FAGAN F. DORAN—I13 12—G. LATIMER G. SPOTSWOOD—13
(Parr.) {Cron.) (St. George) {Wests)
Reserves: Reserves:

N. Thomas (Pen.) 14, J. Saliba (E.S.) 15. P. Cox (Ba.l) 14, G. Oliver (Manly) 15.

Rugby League News 1972

I5-year-olds for Darwin Trip

The NSW Rugby League’s Metropolitan selectors chose
the team of 20 players (aged 15) to be the S. G. Ball Cup
competition combined team to visit Darwin in August.

Final guide tp the selectors was the trial match between iwo combined
teams, as one of the preliminary fixtures at the SCG last Saturday,

o e cl:'l[}k'hlll((l‘;}:?ld":“ Komilda Aboriginal College, nive  Thelr team fs:
SRORTL Even HIOUgD SBE miles from Darwin M, BARNETT (Balmain)
l:l‘:;w’r‘-‘d not. previously played 10+ ire matches will be played 1n @, COX (Balmaln)

The selectors had seen as much the Northern Territory: agalnst « M, DONALDSON (Manly-Warr,)
as possible of "'h).‘ in the 8. G n‘nll combined Junior team, a schools B, DORAN (Cronulla-Suth. )
competition, | Leam (aged 13) and a team from R, PAGAN (Parramatta)

Many of the players have been i G. FRANKLIN (Parramatta)
fn district clubs’ coaching schools, ., PIPCUNR of a “while” team at the §, GEARIN (Newtown)
Including the five from Parramatta KOrmiica Aboriginal Coliege, 4 p GRAHAM (Cronwla-Suth,)
and three from Canterbury, Commontealth ~ Govermment In pLEFLEY (Cant.-Banks,

The stipilation for players In the stisution. ks regarded by government p- LEMA (W, stern Suburbs)

: officials, and also by League auths 1y ; ) X
Ball competition was that they orities In Darwin, as an important g ' Oltgl]?l!‘??\?gi (,('lil::.tm,l,"[?:l}:: ;'

chy 1 ! s hat - At :
should have been under 15 a8 break.through in the matter of in- J. SALIBA (Eastern Suburbs
: n Suburbs)

December 31 last, tegratlon n port

The combined team will fly to " " dy ~r: ... D. SINCLAIR (South Sydney)
Darwin on August 23, for a seven. Dit'cto” of the NSW Leagues o epoymawoon (Western Sub.)
day stay, with two members of the COThg Panel, Mr, Keith Gltoes. R. STANLEY (Newt - i
League's Coaching Pane), Megsrs. W50 % In Darwin pecently for the (-' SWEI‘.'V' Lo, 0,““ R
Ossle Bevan and Darrel Chapman. Darwin v Papua mateh, inspected " E\ (mmmum:
as managers, The managers will the college appointments and found L+ TOWNSEND (Cant-Banks,)
arrange for tralning runs, them to be excellent, There wag a V- VELLELEY (Parramatta)

_The party will be billeted at the playlng £ild and a swimming pool A YELAVITCH (St, George)

RLN 15,16 July 1972




In 1974, Peter was selected to play in Wests Jersey Flegg Cup team. The team had plenty of talented
players with future First Graders Gary Clarke, Steve Eisenhuth, Geoff Gardner, Ken Hey, Dave Kennedy,
George Moroko, Geoff Spotswood as well as Peter Lema in the line-up. The Flegg team had a tough
draw and with a narrow loss to Manly and a draw against Parramatta missed the finals. Manly and
Parramatta would go on to play in the final of the Flegg Cup.
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Wests 1974 Jersey Flegg Cup Squad

Western Suburbs Jersey Flegg Cup Team 1974
Back: Jim Smith (President), Keith Bowen (Rep Selector), M O’Brien, J Picton, K Hey, Jack Moore, (Coach),
G Spotswood, A Badman, A Neatherway, Graeme Frederick (Selector/Manager), S Coghlan (Secretary),
Middle: J Pronti, ] Armstrong, G Gardner (C), P Brown, J Begnell, Steve Eisenhuth
Front: J Cattell, G Clarke, Sand Boy, Ball Boy, P Lema, M Manston

Peter was again selected in Wests 1975 Jersey Flegg Cup squad and captained the team. Players that
went on to play First Grade with Wests included Geoff Spotswood, Marshall Rogers, Terry Leabeater,
Alan Neil as well as Peter Lema.

The Jersey Flegg team had a good season. Wests had a narrow loss against Canterbury in the first
round but defeated South Sydney and then easily accounted for Eastern Suburbs to claim a berth in
the semi-final against Cronulla.

10 May 1975




WESTERN SUBURBS 15 (W l:o- WESTERN sSU 32 |
tord Neale Wilson tries: WI . 3 \ J "'“"' ! f'ﬂ ""“Eh, ]
as alveney lﬂ‘.

goals) b SOUTH SYDNIY
Squadrito tries: |

17 May 1975 24 May 1975

Wests had a strong win over Cronulla and so the stage was set for a final contest against St George.

WESTERMN SUBURBS 23 (Rog-
ers T Meil Bartlett Wilson ®SMarr
tries: Wakeford 2 goals MNell feld
goal) CROMULLA 11 {Hodgson
gB:;nﬁan Graham  tries; Urauhart

7 June 1975

The final of the 1975 Jersey Flegg competition was a tight affair with Wests and St George scoring two
tries a piece. However it was St George that won the Cup by four points on superior goal kicking.

_
H FLEGG I'Jl'i ST GEORGE 14
{(Lawnry Yelay tries Darby 4
qgoals) b WES‘I‘EHH S'I..Ill.lllll 10
{Neil 2 trles Wlilson 2 goals).

14 June 1975

Western Suburbs Jersey Flegg Cup Team 1975
Back: G Allum (Manager), P Gilbert (Coach), B Stevenson, G Spotswood, R McAllister, D Marr, P Finnegan, P Bartlett, B
Gane, K Fraser, G Mackie, M Rogers, B Neil, K Bowen (Rep Squad Secretary), S Coghlan (SL Secretary)
Middle: K Wilson, P Blyton, T Leabeater, P Lema (C), G Mathers, G Johnson,
Front: A Neil, ] Wakeford, P Carmichael (Ball Boy), B Armstrong, C Herbert, A Sly

Peter Lema returned to his junior club at the end of his Jersey Flegg commitments but was also called
up by Wests later in the season and played one Under 23’s match that year.

In 1976, Roy Masters joined Wests as the Under 23’s coach. The Presidents Cup and Jersey Flegg Cup
teams were in somewhat of a turmoil that year partly due to late selection of the teams and in part
due to the change in age criteria adopted by the NSW Rugby League for these competitions. The




Presidents Cup was originally an Under 21 competition which would now become an Under 19
competition. While the Jersey Flegg competition would revert from Under 18’s to Under 17’s.

Fortunately, Wests had a number of good players feeding through the junior representative teams
from previous years but it would also be necessary to scour the local junior competition to find
talented players. This persistence to build competitive teams would pay-off in the grade ranks over
the coming years. Peter Lema was one of those talented players. He would play ten Under 23’s and
nine Reserve Grade games in 1976.

The 1977 season was the one when Peter Lema established himself as a grade rugby league player He
played nineteen Under 23 and seven Reserve Grade games for Wests that season. He also played his
one and only First Grade game when he debuted in the last premiership game of the season against
St George.

It was also a year of turmoil in terms of managing the playing roster as Wests First Grade team won
the AMCO Cup and had to ensure that there were sufficient fit players to meet both the Cup and
premiership commitments. This provided an opportunity for some of Wests younger players. Peter
Lema was one of those players being called into the First Grade team for the match against St George.

Wests had just defeated Easts in the AMCO Cup final and a number of key players succumbed to injury.
Reserve Grade lock, Neville Sinclair was originally selected for the St George game but had he played,
he would have been ineligible to play for Wests Reserve Grade team in the semi-finals. This opened
the opportunity for Peter Lema. Wests were no match for the Dragons who inflicted a 4-49 loss.

The original selection
was reserve ade lock
Neville Sinclair but a
check showed that he
would not qualify for the
semi-finals if he played in
first grade yesterday.

- So the cloted
young Pcter “I.ema from
Under-23 . 2 end
of the match there were
three Under-23 players on

in first gade.
SMH 21 August 1977

1977 Round 22 Saturday 20th August Pratten Park

St George 49 def. Western Suburbs 4

Ted GOODWIN Fullback Wayne SMITH

Steve BUTLER Wing Steve EISENHUTH

Graham QUINN Centre Gavin MILLER

Robert FINCH Centre Ken HEY

John CHAPMAN Wing Trevor SCARR

Rod McGREGOR Five-eighth Peter ROWLES

Mark SCHULMAN Half Tom RAUDONIKIS (c)

Rod REDDY Lock Peter LEMA

John JANSEN Second Row Steve BLYTH

Robert STONE Second Row Geoff FOSTER

Craig YOUNG Front Row John DONNELLY

Steve EDGE (c) Hooker Gary WALSH

Bruce STARKEY Front Row Peter YOUNG

Col BRAMLEY Replacement Ken BOURKE

Tony GRAHAM Replacement Dave KENNEDY

Peter Lema’s First Grade Debut — Round Twenty Two 1977




Peter remained eligible for the Wests Under 23 team and the upcoming semi-final campaign. The
under 23’s finished on top of the table but had keen competition in the final series. In the major semi-
final against Easts, Wests were down 2-10 at half time and drew level by full time. Wests had the
opportunity to win the game but missed a penalty goal after the siren sounded. The team went into
extra time and then dominated the match, putting on an extra seven points to win 17-10.

Wests make late run

Minor premiers West- Walsh had missed a  selves to blame for their
ern Suburbs scored seven  penalty after the siren position at half-time as

points in extra time to had sounded. they had been heavily
beat Eastern Suburbs 17- Easts ran with the penalised for being over
10 in the under-23 major  strong wind in the first Physical.
Rugby [League semi-final  half and scored two tries Wests dictated the 10
at the Sydney Cricket and two penalty goals to minutes each-way extra
Gl;?;:ndlyeslerduy. Teked :\1V lone penalty goal by time.

e teams were locke ests to lead 10- WESTERN SUBURBS 17 (Dug-
at 10-all at full-time. half-time. Lol 4"".';'om’)mg°i§§$¥§f§”§ﬁl‘3§'§2
Wests’ five-eighth Peter Wests had only them- kaiv's soder & Thev i

SMH 4 September 1977

The team then met Parramatta in the grand final. In a worthy match up, Wests had a formidable squad
but the Parramatta team was also of high quality with two future internationals and a future NSW City
representative. Wests defeated the Parramatta team 9-5 in the decider.

1977 Uz3 Grand Final
Syvdney Cricket Ground — Saturday 17 September 1977

Parramatita v Western Suburbs

5 -9
Coach: Don Regan Coach : Roy Masters
Fullback Fullbacl
Tony Walsh - 1 1 — MNathan Cole
Thres-guarters Thres-guarters

— Peter Duggan

- Ron Brodrick

- Geoff Gardner [(C]
- Mark Manston

Gary Allen - 2

Steve White - 2

Iohn Walsh - 4

Steve Gleeson - 5

[One to be Omitted) Eric Grothe - 14
Halwves Halves

R W

MMick Gleeson - & 6 - Peter Walsh
Don Mclntyre - 7 F —-aAalan Meil
Formwards Formvards
{C) Ffames Regan - 8 8 - Peter Lema
nichael Pattison - 9 9 - Bob Cooper
mnark Millington - 10 10 - George Moroko
Peter White - 11 11 - John Crow
Randy Attard - 12 12 - Dave Kennedy
Peter Williams - 1.3 13 - Brian Coolk
[([Ore 1o be Omitted) Marty Fagan - 15
Reserves Reserves
Colin Ellis - 16 14 - Terry Leabeater
Geoff Hunt - 17 15 - Geoff Spotswood
Warren WMcDonnell - 18 16 - Stewe Ryan
Mick Lewis - 19 17 - Con Theodossrouwu
Laurie Adams - 20 18 - Garry Clarke
Tim Logue - 21 19 - Paul Morris
Stewve Ella - 22 20 — Jimn Myers
Richard Quinm - 23 21 - Bill Pearce

22 - John Carsomn
23 - Bob Morse

249 - Terry Avery
25 - Stewve Wadick
26 - Steve Tamone




Western Suburbs DRLFC - U23's Premiers 1977
Back Row: George Downie (Sec) George Moroko, John Crow, Ron Brodrick, Bob Cooper, Nathan Cole, Brian Cook,
Roy Masters (Coach)
Front Row: Alan Neil, Mark Manston, Peter Lema, Geoff Gardner (Captain), Dave Kennedy, Peter Duggan, Peter Walsh
At Front: Brett Downie, Mark Cochrane (Ball Boys)




Wests U/23’s Premiership Pocket 1977

The 1978 season saw Roy Masters, the successful U/23’s coach, elevated to coach the First Grade
team with Warren Ryan taking over the coaching position of the Under 23 team. Peter Lema played

thirty games for Wests in 1978, eighteen in the Under 23 team and twelve in Reserve Grade.

He was the captain and a key member of the Under 23 team that made it through to the grand final.
Wests defeated Manly and then South Sydney in the semi-finals which set up a meeting with minor

premiers Parramatta, in the preliminary final.

UNDER=-Z3:
Manly-¥Warringah ¥ ¥Yestern Suburbs
H.ll"ll.."l’ M Covev: G Pickering o

Jone M Gartner MM 2 Blake: D Adams
R chhhqlm' L Burnes P Brien B Bux-
o W Lawlier M Bull A Springall (<)
K Stephén., One ta be omitted.
WESTERM SuBURBS: P Walshg "
Stutfhe d 3 Bourke B Pearce 5
di G Clarke A MNeil: P Lema (€}
P H-uunhl.n-nlts Tamone T Arber D Ken-

UNDER+23 GRADE
South Sydney v Western Suburbs

SOUTH SYDNEY: R Ella; § Sydenham G Bishop J Sellar
K Roche: S Nevile S Topper; § Strattos € Cheeseman
M Grifth (¢) R Cronin T Simpson D S« In.

WESTERN SUBURBS: P Walsh: R Stutheld K Bourke

Pearce P Cole; larke A Nell: P Lema (¢) P Houghton

Tamone T Arber D Kennedy B Cook,

Semi-Final SMH 23 August 1978

Wests accounted for Parramatta in the preliminary final 21-14 after being down 5-12 at half time. It
was a comprehensive five try to two win by Wests and the team was now a good chance of winning

Semi-Final SMH 30 August 1978

the U/23’s premiership for the second year in succession.

A spectacular second-
half try by lock Peter
Lema sent Western
Suburbs surging into the
Rugby League under-23
grand final next Satur-
day.

Wests stormed back
from a halftime deficit of
5-12 to beat Parramatta
21-14 in an exciting pre-
liminary final at the SCG

Wests meet Penrith in
the grand final.

Lema’s try 15 minutes
into the second half fired
Wests to their win and
came after a magnificent
break by centre Bill
Pearce.

Pearce, in a sizzling,
side-stepping burst of 40
metres, spreadeagled the
Parramatta defence and

Magpies down Eels

ended with Lema taking
the final pass and crashing
over.

Three minutes later
Pearce was again the
thorn in Parramatta'’s side
when he skirted the de-
fence wide out g
winger Rogers
across to seal Wests'™swin:
(Clavvriserzznul’earczum Le 21
tries: Walsh 3 als) beat

PARRAMATTA 14 (Grothc Mann
trles; Ella 4 goals).

SMH 10 September 1978

The Rugby Leaguer Magazine produced the following report on this match.




Captain Peter Lema breaking through the tackle of Paramatta’s Glen Holton - Rugby Leaguer Magazine

A sensational movement
finished off by lock
Pater Lema, was the
highlight of Wests’ ox-
citing second half come-

back, to defeat Parra-
matta last Saturday at
the S.C.G,.

The morale boosting
try, fifteen minutes into
the second half put
Wests in front for the
first time after being
down 12-5 at the break.

- Five eighth Garry
Clarke made the break
and unloaded to centre
Bill Pearce. Pearce with
blistering pace raced 1o
metres upfield, display-
ing his magnificent side-
step which left four
defenders sprawled on
the ground behind him.

_Clarke was waiting in
pport and made

another 10 metres be-
fore giving the final pass
to skipper Petor Lema
who dashed to the line.

5 Parramatta began in
—

fine style leading 90
after only 13 minutes.
Prop John Mann
crashed over the line off
a Pater Sterling pass, for
the Eels first try in the
early minutes of the
Speedy young winger
Eric Grothe put Parra-
matta further in front
when he took a good
pass from centre Steve
Ella and crossed the line
for a quick try.

Wwalsh's COMWErsion,
Wests trailed 12-10 until

Lema’s put them

shedd

: {\‘4

From then on, it was Penrith on Saturday.

Nests in greal form

| Jamie Regan and Marty

1

all Wests and Marshall
Rogers’ try virtually seal
ed the game for the
defending Premiers

Parramatta’s Peter
Sterling and Kevin Webb
backing up from the
first grade’s midwoek re-
play with Manly, put in
outstanding efforts.Ster
ling was busy in both
attack and defence and
had a hand in the two
Parramatta tries,

Glen Crossingham
went well forParramatta
until injured as well as

Clarke were Wests work-
horses with Steve Tam-
one, Tom Arber and re-
plecement Peter Fitz-
walter also impressing.

Wests now advance to
the Grand Final against

U/23 Preliminary Final 1978 - Rugby Leaguer Magazine




The win over Parramatta set up a meeting with Penrith in the Under 23 grand final. However the
1978 side could not emulate the effort from the previous year and were outplayed by a talented
Penrith team 23-5. Nine of the Wests starting line-up from that game along with reserve Geoff
Spotswood would go on to play First Grade.

FENRITH 23 (Martin 2 Lang-
don Doyle Seaton tries: Secaton
; ?nllﬂ b WESTERM GEUBURBS

Walah try, goal).

1978 U/23’s Grand Final

Reservos:

14 Graeme Jennings

15- Jon Bunitt

16+ Les Gorman

17- David Cartwright

18 Ross Fagan

19- Chris Holman

20- Stove Burreston

21 Dave Hall

22- Wayne Sheens

23 Stewve Palterson
John Perry

WESTS

UNDER 23 GRADE GRAND FINAL
Sydney Cricket Ground, Saturday 16th Septembor, 1978 - 11,00 a.m.

Coach: Mick Hartas
Fullback:

WAYNE SEATON ~ 1
Thresquartors!

KEN WOLFFE - 2
RAY BLACKLOCK - 3
PHIL DOYLE -~ 4
TREVOR GRANT - §
Halves:

KEVIN LANGDON - 6
HENRY FOSTER - 7
Forwards:

WARREN FENTON - 8
TIM ARMITSTEAD ~ 9

WAYNE DUCKER - 10
DOUG REILLY - N
STEVE MARTIN - 12
MICK POWER - 13

35 Minutes each way. No time off foe inpiry,

Coach: Warren Ryan
Fullback:

1~ PETER WALSH
Threequarters:

2 - BOB STRUTFIELD

3 - KEN BOURKE
4 - BILL PEARCE

5~ MARSHALL ROGERS

Halves:
6 - GARRY CLARKE
7 - ALAN NEIL
Forwords.
8 - PETER LEMA (C)
9 - PAUL HOUGHTOA
10 - STEVE TAMONE
11 - TOM ARBER
12 - DAVE KENNEDY
13 - BRIAN COOK

Reserves:

14 — Peter Fitzwalter
15 — Steve Kavanagh
16 — Steve West

17 — Geoll Spotywood
18 — Terry Colivas

19 - Robert Gooch
20 — John Carson

21 — Stove Wadick

22 = Stove Ryan

23 - Peter Coln
24 — Brott Thomas
24 — John Catell

1978 U/23 Grand Final Squads - SMH 13 September 1978

Western Suburbs DRLFC - U23's Grand Finalists 1978
Back: George Downie, Ray Bernasconi, Bob Stutfield, Marshall Rogers, Brian Cook, Tom Arber, Kenny Bourke, Alan Neil, Warren Ryan
Sitting: Paul Houghton, Steve Tamone, Gary Clark, Peter Lema (C), David Kennedy, Bill Pearce, Peter Walsh
Front: Brad Nelson, Brett Downie




The 1979 season started well for Peter Lema. Peter Rowles who held the five-eighth position for
much of the 1978 season had moved to Newtown and Peter Lema was given the opportunity to

stake his claim in that position.

Peter was selected at five-eighth for the first two pre-season Wills Cup games and although news
reports indicated that he performed well, Wests lost both of those games and he was dropped for

the third Cup game.

Wests have three new players
in their team, winger lan Ham-
ilton from Leeton, hooker Ray
Brown, and five-eighth Peter

With Peter Rowles now with
Newtown, one of Wests' biggeqt
problems will be to blend in a
ighth,
who was eaptain of
der-23 team last year,
has played most of his football
at lock, but he played in the
juniors as a five-eighth.

Lema,

By ALAN CLARKSON

Smith as he ran around
him.

But Smith had his re-
venge when he figured in
Wests' fight-back from
their 5-15 deficit.

Smith scored a neat try
and then Raudonikis dum-
mied his way over and
this put Wests ahead 17-15.

Then came another
spectacular try with a
great pass from winger
Wayne Miranda to Ben-
dall.

Wests, now out of the

Craven Series will use the
remaining matches to sift
through their strength.

Their biggest problem is

at five-eighth although
young Peter did
fairly well yesterday.

they should
is

One man
wrap in cottonwool
Raudonikis.

The little balfback took
a heavy knock early but
he played an inspired role
in the second half to lead

his team back into the
match.
The Tigers will roar

quite a bit this year par-

ticularly when Rod Morris

gets into the team.
BALMAIN D‘. (L Corowa

su
donikis, W
gan 4 goals).

Smith tries:
Crowd: 582

SMH 21 February 1979

SMH 25 February 1979

Baimain v Western Suburbs

Leichhardt Oval, 4.30 pm
BALMAIN: : L Corowa
D Bendall W Miranda; P
Knight G Ol () N Pringle S
Lavers M Llub nskas G Naylor N May-

bur D Gran
IRN :uwan& W Smith: D

:‘m L. Giteau \'%°°""' I Hamllwn,

Raudonikis (¢): G O'Grady
(B;ovd Reardon J Donnelly R Brown l
——

Wills Cup Round One - SMH 21 February 1979

Dropped  are  centrg
Giteau, five-cighth Peter|
second-rower  Trevor R

and prop Peter Youneg.

SMH 7 March 1979

Peter Rowles would be difficult to replace at five-eighth and throughout 1979 a number of players
filled this role including John Heyward, Graeme O’Grady, Don Moseley and Peter Walsh. Peter Lema
would play twenty games in Under 23’s and once again captain the team. He also played three games
in Reserve Grade through the premiership rounds that year. Wests lower grades did not reach the
heights of previous years and missed the semi-finals in 1979.

The frustration of not making the semi-finals appeared to have boiled over in the last premiership
game of the season against North Sydney when Peter was sent off for punching an opponent in the
Under 23’s game.




Lema [out for

two games

The New South Wales Rugby
League judiciary  committee
suspended Peter a West-
ern Suburbs under-23 player,
last night for two competition
matches.

[emal the team's five-cighth
and captain, was sent from the
field by referce Steve Nash in
the final minutes of the match
with North Sydney at North
Sydney Oval on Sunday.

He was charged with “violent
conduct — a decliberate punch
to the head of an opponent not
in possession of the ball."

SMH 28 August 1979

Peter would again captain the Under 23 team in 1980 and the disappointment of the previous year
would be erased by a strong performance and a challenge for premiership honours. Wests Under 23’s

led the competition temporarily towards the end of the regular season. The team easily defeated Easts
24-7 in the major preliminary final.

WESTERN SUBURBS 11.50am EASTERN SUBURBS
WESTERN SUBURBS: A Armstrong; M Pinkerton M Duke M -
(B;t;: CAI Fil:mn T Cogger: P Clarke P Resch P Houghton R Gooch P Lema

c) ar

EASTERN SUBURBS: J Reiche: G Clark C Doyle G Feltis M Snuggs: S

Gigg G Lane: G Jones S Evans K Parsons P Karipis K Lysaught S
Robinson. %

R

1980 Major Preliminary Semi-Final — 6 September 1980

The win against Easts set up a contest against minor premiers Parramatta in the Major semi-final. The

winner of this match would go straight into the grand final. However, Parramatta were too strong for
Wests on the day winning 17-8.

UNDER 23s
PARRAMATTA 11.50am WESTERN SUBURBS

PARRAMATTA:) Muggleton: E Flahey D Emery A Melrose B Garnon
E Grothe (one to be omitted): P Taylor G Crossingham (¢); R Latham W
Woodward S Stoneham R Cowie B Ford W McDannell,

WESTERN SUBURBS: A Armstrong: M Pinkerton M Duke M
Barr; A Finegan T Cogger; P Clarke P Resch I* Houghton R Gooch P Lema

‘EE'B Clark.

1980 Major Semi-Final — 13 September 1980

The loss gave Wests a further chance of a grand final berth if they could defeat Balmain in the
preliminary final. It wasn’t to be with Balmain prevailing 18-12 and thereby ending Wests season.

UNDER-23s at SCG

BALMAIN 11.50am WESTERN SUBURBS
BALMAIN: S Humphreys: P Nissen B Dunce P O'Neill S Kerr: D
Adams C Partridge: C Clarke (¢) S Frewin J Owens K Hemsley S Rigney S
Staines.
WESTERN SUBURBS: A Armstrong: J Case M Pinkerton M Duke P

Barr: M Wurth T Cogger; P Clarke P Resch P Houghton R Gooch P Lema
(¢) B Clark.

1980 Preliminary Final — 20 September 1980

This would be Peter Lema’s last game for Wests. He had six seasons with Wests and played one First
Grade, thirty two Reserve Grade, eighty nine Under 23’s and two Pre Season cup games for a total of




one hundred and twenty four games in all grades. During his time at Wests he scored twenty four tries
in all grades for a total of seventy two points in all grades.

Peter Lema’s Playing Record at Wests

Year 1st 2nd U/23’s Pre- AMCO Tooth Tries Goals Field Total
Grade Grade Season Cup Cup Goals Points

Cup

Peter Lema had a First Class career of three games comprising of one First Grade and two Pre Season
Cup games.

Peter Lema’s First Class Playing Record

Rep Rep 1st Grade Pre- Mid-Week
ED Games Premiership Season Cup

No further record has been found of Peter Lema playing grade rugby league after 1980. However it
appears that he was graded with Canterbury in 1983. It is evident that he would have played in trial
matches but no reports have been found to suggest that he played in any official games with the club.

|. CANTLROURY-BANKSTOWM _ Hanmsinit, C Hughes. G Hughes, M
IGRADLD PLAYERS FOR 1983: R Huphes., B Johrilone, -

Allur, © Andersor, J Anslow, T ridn. i Kennedy. P Lang
Armatresa T Bautierh. N Baker. Lrabeater. -.’: Lels, P !
G Crentnall, G Celarc. C Cellie, R Liova. F_MiCatrery, M [pda-

Moore. C Meortimer. G Morfimer
Conlon. | Cooper. € Cardner, ’
Ceveney. T Daviei. M Dedlin. é P Mortimer. 5 Mortimer, S Mule

len., A MNwas, ‘Dare. .
E:“ﬁ:l. [ ti‘lﬁ"f’l. 1A flrrlr. AN rA ;u[‘rrlunurn'ujzkt'r]ntipﬂc
[tolkes. D Guolewpie. P Gowd. M Rogioson, & Sankey, | 5tott. S
Hagan, M_Harrigan, D Harrit, W Want,

Canterbury Bankstown Graded Players 1983

After retiring from grade rugby league, Peter Lema moved to the lllawarra region. He had made good
use of his educational scholarship and while playing with Wests he undertook an Electrical Trades
course to secure a future beyond football.




