Peter Rowles

..... started playing rugby league at a young age with the Wollongong rugby league club. He also played
rugby league with St Francis Xavier primary school. The school team won a State championship in the
4stone 7lbs division in 1962. In that team was another promising rugby league player in Alan
McMahon who went on to play rugby league for Australia and who had a successful coaching career.

St Francis Xavier Primary School — Rugby League State Champions 4st 7lb A Team 1962
Back: G Mackie, T Martin, G Parker, D Lee
3rd Row: B McMahon, A Barrett, V Marciano, J Rudkin
2" Row: S Titus, Peter Rowles, L Lazos, P Oppenhower
Front: J Bernardo, P Martin (c), Alan McMahon

Peter went to high school at Edmund Rice College at Wollongong. The school played rugby union and
Peter proved more than capable at the new code. In his senior years he ceased playing rugby league
for the Wollongong Rugby League Club to concentrate on rugby union which proved beneficial as he
was selected to play for the NSW Country rugby union U/18’s team in 1970, in his final year at school.

In 1971, Peter had left school and won a scholarship to attend the Wollongong Teachers College.
Between 1971 and 1973 he played rugby union with the Wollongong Teachers Club (now
amalgamated with the Wollongong University Club) and was selected to play for the Illawarra
divisional team and NSW Country.




His first exposure to international rugby was when NSW Country played against the touring South
African Springboks in 1971. In only his second game for NSW Country, Peter played well in the 3-19
loss to the tourists.
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NSW Country Rugby Union v South African Springboks — Canberra Times 13 and 14 July 1971

Peter Rowles became a permanent member of the NSW Country team over the next couple of years,
playing against the touring French team and a Barbarians selection in 1972 and then against the
Tongan national team in 1973.

1972 was a break out year for Peter Rowles. His first major match for the season was with NSW
Country which played a 24-24 draw against a Barbarians selection.
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SYDNEY, Sunday.

— New South Wales
country rughy umion
team drew 24-all with
the powerful Barbanans
XV in a bright encoun-
ter at the TG Milner
field yesterday.
Rowles. son of former pro-
minent rugby |eague player
Ron Rowles, was smart in
attack.

Canberra Times 10 April 1972

He was also having a great season with the Wollongong Teachers Club which would ultimately take
out the 1972 premiership. Match reports from these games noted

“College crossed for three tries with Peter Rowles demonstrating his class with a try scoring double.”

“The scores were tied at six all when Peter Rowles stamped his authority on the game with his brilliant
switches of play bedazzling the opposition and setting up his supports.”

“Rowles also showed some quick-thinking ability as he dummied to ground the ball in his in-goal area
only to run out to the 22-yard line and proceed to motor downfield, much to Tech's amazement.”

The selectors were certainly taking notice and Peter was included in the NSW Country team that
played against France on 12 June. A few days later, the Australian Rugby Union announced that Peter
would join two other players on a coaching trip to New Caledonia.
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Rugby Union.

SMH 16 June 1972

At the end of July 1972, the Australian Wallabies team for the tour of New Zealand was announced.
Peter was not initially in the squad but when Eastern Suburbs centre Trevor Stegman withdrew due
to injury, Peter came into the team as a replacement centre. News reports referred to him as a twenty
one year old from Wollongong but at the time he was only nineteen. It was an impressive rise by such
a young player to top class rugby union.
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Peter Rowles (L) and Greg Davis (Wallaby Captain) prior to New Zealand Tour 1972




Peter did not play in any of the test matches on the New Zealand tour. After being selected as a reserve
for the match against Otago, he did make his first international appearance for Australia against Buller-

West Coast and then played against King Country.
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CHRISTCHURCH, Monday. —
alf-ha n Cornes, five-eighth
Peter Rowles and hooker Mick Fre-
play their first games for
Australia in the Rugby Union
match against Buller-West Coast at
Westport on Wednesday.

SMH 8 August 1972

After the tour of New Zealand, the Wallabies flew to Suva to play a one off test against Fiji. Peter
Rowles was selected to play in this match in which the Wallabies won 21-19. Peter became Wallaby

No. 557.
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Canberra Times 20 September 1972

Peter continued his fine form into the 1973 season. He was selected for a Goulburn representative
team that played against an Australian Barbarians XV selection. He also represented NSW Country in

its 22-11 win against the touring Tongan national team.

A Goulburn Invitation
XV beat the Australian
Barbarians 15-14 in a
fast-moving rugby union
match at Goulburn ves-
terday.
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Canberra Times 4 June 1973

The highlight of Peter Rowles year would undoubtedly be his selection in the 25 man squad to tour
England, Wales and Italy. Peter made his second test appearance against England at Twickenham the
day before his 21 birthday. The match resulted in a 20-3 win to the England team. Highlights of the
match can be seen by clicking on the following link. Wallabies v England 1973



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A78Spi6YUjg

The 25 are: D. Burnet (NSW), S. Macdougall
(NSW), C. Carberry (ACT), A. McGill (NSW),
(NSW), R. Cocks ( J. McLean (Qid), L. Mon-
G. Cornelson (NSW)Qki l{.' aghan (NSW), G. Richard-
Fairfax (NSW), (Qd), P. Rowles
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25 Man Touring Squad to England, Wales and Italy 1973
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Australia v England Rugby Union Test 1973 Game Program and After Match Dinner Invitation

Peter returned to Australia and moved to Sydney to take up a teaching position at Killara High School
on Sydney’s upper North Shore at the start of 1974. He also linked up with the Gordon rugby union
club and was looking forward to another promising year.

On 13 February it was announced that Peter had accepted an invitation to play for the Australian
Barbarians in an upcoming match against ACT. In the Barbarians squad were a number of his team
mates from the recent tour to England Wales and Italy.




SYDNEY, Tuesday. — The
following players have accepted
invitations to y for the Barba-
rian Rugby Club V the ACT at
Queanbeyan on March 17.

R. Fairfax, J. Cole, R. Batter-
ham, G. Thorne (New Zealand),
G. Shaw, P, Rowles, K. Calch-

le (captain), B. Stumbles, P.

ivan, R. MacQueen, R. Lath-
am, R. Smith, R. Graham, R.
Prosser, P. Johnson (vice cap-
tain). Reserves: J. Feggans, M.
Love, P. Lumsdaine.

Canberra Times 13 February 1974

However within a fortnight Peter was involved in a car accident in rural NSW and had to be flown to
Sydney for an operation on a badly fractured leg. It was an untimely event which derailed his football

career for a year. He was left in plaster for almost eight months and was not able to play any further
rugby for the remainder of 1974.
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SMH 26 February 1974

Peter Rowles returned to rugby union at the start of the 1975 season with the Gordon club. The
Gordon team was unsettled at the start of the season and Peter found himself being rotated in and
out of First Grade with another very good five-eighth in Grant Andrews. Andrews would go on and
have a successful twenty year career with the Gordon and Warringah clubs.

Notwithstanding, Peter’s form was good enough to be selected for Sydney Seconds to play against
NSW Country Seconds on 4 May.
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SMH 24 January 1975

Meanwhile, Peter Rowles was being courted by rugby league. This was not new as he had been
approached by league scouts over the previous years. This time though the Manly Warringah club was




looking for a backup five-eighth-centre as at the time Manly were thin on these positions with injuries
to Bob Fulton and Russell Gartner. The attraction of playing with the club that his father played with
would have also been an attractive proposition.

Peter signed up with the Manly Warringah club on June 29, the day before League registrations closed
for the year.

agrecd to switch  from
Rugby Union to Rugby

Lecague on June 29, the
day before League reg-
istrations closed for the
vear.

SMH 11 May 1976

Peter was not called on as a back-up player for the Manly First Grade team in 1975. The remainder of
the season was one where he adapted to the intricacies of premiership rugby league. He started in
the Manly U/23 team before soon becoming a regular member of the Reserve Grade team. He
contributed to the Reserves as a tactical player as well as regularly scoring tries and kicking goals in
the Reserves march towards the final series.

In 1976, Manly were having difficulty fitting their playing roster into the cap provided by the thirteen
import rule. As Peter had not yet established himself as a First Grade player it was always going to be
difficult for him to be included in the import cap and therefore remain at Manly.

Peter returned to the lllawarra, while still teaching at Killara High School in Sydney, and linked up with
the Thirroul Butchers rugby league club. That year Peter Rowles and a trainee teacher in the form of
Peter Wynn joined the likes of Tony Trudgett in the Thirroul team.

The ‘Butchers’ won a play-off against Helensburgh to make the semi-finals but went down 4-19 in the
minor semi-final to Corrimal. Peter Rowles had a good season scoring 156 points from 6 tries, 68 goals
and 2 field goals.
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Thirroul First Grade Rugby League Team 1976
Back: L Griffin (Trainer), M Nolan, S Ross, P Murray, P Wynn, C Bennett, R Vissali, M Hutchinson, B Pilon, V Porter (Manager)
Middle: G Gelovan, J Air, ] O’Dwyer, J] McCarthy (Coach), Peter Rowles, R Patison, A Fogg (C),
Front: A Stenning, T Trudgett, W Moore N Missioss




Peter was emerging as an accomplished rugby league player and this was recognised by the Country
rugby league selectors. He was selected to play for the lllawarra team in the Caltex divisional
championships. lllawarra won the championship and Peter kicked six goals in a comprehensive win
over Western Division in the final.

He was then selected for NSW Country in its annual tour of Queensland. NSW Country remained
undefeated in the three matches it played. However Peter injured his ankle in the final match of the
tour and while selected in Country Seconds for the annual match against City, he had to withdraw as
the injury did respond sufficiently to treatment.
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A little known fact is that while Peter Rowles was playing with Thirroul in 1976, he was being observed
by Keith Holman who was coaching Port Kembla in the Illawarra rugby league competition. Holman
would be appointed as Wests First Grade coach in 1977 and he was instrumental in Peter joining Wests
that year.

Peter’s first game in the top grade was in a round one AMCO Cup match against Brisbane Norths.
Wests comprehensively defeated the northern team 60-0 with Peter kicking twelve goals from
thirteen attempts. Up to that point he hadn’t played a First Grade premiership game but no doubt his
impressive performance would make it difficult to leave him out of First Grade. This proved to be the
case as Peter did not miss any First Grade premiership games in 1977 from that point on and he also
played in all remaining AMCO Cup games. During the season he moved from the wing to cement his
position at five-eighth.

He made his First Grade debut in the round five premiership match against Penrith and kicked four
goals to give Wests a decisive win over the Panthers. Wests Archive has recorded the following notes
on this match;




“Peter Rowles debuted in this match and Doug Lucas returned after injury. Geoff Foster also came in late for
Neville Sinclair. Wests were coming off a 60-0 win over North Brisbane in the mid-week Amco Cup match and
were lethargic in the first half, trailing 13-4 at half-time. After a powerful half-time rev-up from Keith Holman,
where he questioned their commitment, the Wests’ pack, led by Donnelly, got on top and Wests scored four good
tries. The injection of Graeme O’Grady for the injured Liubinskas provided the spark needed.” Source:
westsarchives.com.au

WESTERN
1977 Round 5 Sunday 17th April Penrith Park SUBURBS
=

Western Suburbs 21 def. Penrith 13
Wayne SMITH Fullback Kevin DANN
Peter ROWLES Wing Terry QUINN
Gavin MILLER Centre Jim REYNOLDS
Ron GITEAU Centre Glenn WEST
Russell MULLINS Wing John RYAN
Ken HEY Five-eighth Ross GIGG
Geoff SMITH Half Terry WICKEY
Geoff FOSTER Lock Zac OLEJARNIK
Mick LIUBINSKAS Second Row Paul MERLO
Steve BLYTH Second Row John KING
John DONNELLY Front Row Ross CALE
Shane DAY (c) Hooker Mike STEPHENSON (c)
Doug LUCAS Front Row Bob O’REILLY
Graeme O'GRADY Replacement Richard COOKE

Replacement George LONGHURST
Tries Ron GITEAU (2) Terry QUINN (2)
Steve BLYTH Terry WICKEY
Geoff FOSTER
Goals Peter ROWLES (4) Kevin DANN (2)

Ron GITEAU (1) Field Goal

Peter Rowles First Grade Debut- Round Five 1977

In 1977, Wests didn’t have the most successfully year in the premiership competition finishing ninth
on the table. However it was Wests year in the AMCO Cup with a famous 6-5 win in the final over a
strong Eastern Suburbs side. Peter Rowles was central to Wests success in the AMCO Cup series.

Peter contributed to the win in the AMCO Cup final with a field goal in the third quarter and with a
further field goal to Graeme O’Grady in the final quarter, Wests hung on to defeat the Roosters.

Former rugby union interna-
tional Peter Rowles provided the
only score in the third quarter
when he kicked a ficld goal as the
siren sounded.

Twelve minutes from the end of
the game O'Grady put over a ficld
goal on the run to give Wests what
appeared to be a winning lead.

Western Suburbs 6 (Dorahy 2
poals, Rowles, O'Grady field
goals)d Eastern Suburbs § (Fair-

Canberra Times 18 August 1977




While the win in the final has rightly been eulogised over the decades, what is often missed is the 8-7
semi-final win over Canterbury which enabled Wests to contest the final.

Wests were almost knocked out of the competition by Canterbury in the semi-final. The scores were
locked at 7-7 with eight minutes of the match remaining and with Canterbury ahead on the penalty
count, they would have progressed to the final if the scoreboard remained unchanged. However,
under pressure, Peter Rowles calmly slotted over a field goal to edge Canterbury 8-7 and therefore
progress to the final.

FIELD GOAL
PUTS WESTS
IN AMCO
CUP FINAL

SYDNEY: A ficld goal eight
minutes from fulltime by Peter
Rowles gave Wests an 8-7 win over
Canterbury in the seccond Amco
Cup semi-final at Leichhardt Oval
last night.

The teams were level at 7-7, with
Canterbury ahead in the penalty count,
which under Amco Cup rules would

have Eivgn it the match, when Rowles

Canberra Times 11 August 1977

Wests AMCO Cup Winners 1977 AMCO Cup Winners Plaque 1977




(Dark Blue, Red ana White)
Coach: Arthur Beatson

Fullback:
RUSSELL FAIR);-_'{\X -1

rters:

7.30 P.M. START
FINAL

EASTERN SUBURBS v WESTERN SUBURBS

(Black and White)
Coach: Keith Holman

Fullback:
*T1 — JOHN DORAHY

IAN SCHUBERT — 2
MARK HARRIS — 3
BOB FULTON — 4
BRUCE PICKETT — 5

Halves:
KEVIN STEVENS — 6
KEVIN HASTINGS — 7

Forwards:

ROBERT LAURIE — 8
BARRY REILLY — 9
b) ARTHUR BEETSON — 11
KEVIN MOSMAN — 10
MALCOLM CONNOR — 12
GARY METCALF — 13

Aeserves:

GREG TOWNSEND — 14

TERRY MURPHY — 15 15
DES O'REILLY —17 1
RON COOTE — 18

2 — RON GITEAU

3 — GAVIN MILLER

4 — KEN HEY

5 — TREVOR SCARR
Halves:

6 — PETER ROWLES
7 — TOM RAUDONIKIS (C)

Forwards:

8 — GRAHAM O’GRADY
9 — GEOFF FOSTER
10 — STEPHEN BLYTH
11 — JOHN DONNELLY
12 — SHANE DAY
13 — PAT HUNDY

Program AMCO Cup 1977

Peter Rowles just after kicking a field goal — AMCO Cup Final 1977

Roy Masters replaced Keith Holman as First Grade coach in 1978. Roy understood his players well and
Peter Rowles was no doubt a key player in Roy’s plans providing a nuanced link between the powerful
and assertive forwards and a speedy and incisive backline.

Peter Rowles along with Ron Giteau and Wayne Smith only missed one game all year and eight players
played twenty or more First Grade games in 1978 providing a stable platform for success. Wests took
out the minor premiership but fell short in the final series with narrow losses against Cronulla and

Manly.

Peter Rowles in Action AMCO Cup Final 1977




Peter set a club First Grade record for points scored in a single season with 229 points from 8 tries,
101 goals and 3 field goals. He scored another 10 points in Cup games. He is only one of two players
in Wests history that have scored more than two hundred points in a season. The other player is Darcy
Russell who scored 204 points in 1958 and 206 points in 1959.

Western Suburbs DRLFC First Grade Minor Premiers 1978
Back: Graeme O’Grady, Shane Day, John Dorahy, Buddy Cain, Bruce Gibbs, John Donnelly, Don Moseley,
Front: Ron Giteau, Peter Rowles, Roy Masters (Coach), Tom Raudonikis, Trevor Reardon, Wayne Smith, Stephen Blyth,
Inset: Les Boyd (left), Geoff Foster (right)




In 1979 Peter Rowles and Steve Blyth along with U/23’s coach, Warren Ryan left Wests and went
across to the neighbouring Newtown club. Newtown was spending big to rebuild and while Peter
entered into a contract with Newtown he had reservations and tried to get out of that before the
season started. Newtown however would not release him.

League Equity
Court action

Newtown Rugby  League
Club is seeking an Equity
order to retain five-cighth Peter

The club claims that Rowled
has a contract with it and seeks
to prevent him signing with any

ther club.

The matter was mentioned
efore Mr Justice Needham
vesterday and set down for

caring on December 3.

SMH 22 November 1978

It was a significant loss for Wests as the team didn’t have the same level of stability in the pivot
position with John Heyward, Graeme O’Grady, Don Moseley and Peter Walsh all playing at five-eighth
throughout the year.

eight
Wl” - i
town this year after fail-
ing 10 get out of a con-
tract which he signed
with the Jets during the
off-season.

Rowles was vital in
Wests' play last year and
they have failed to find a
player to replace him,

SMH 29 January 1979

It proved to be a difficult year for Peter Rowles. A foot injury early in the season kept him sidelined
for a number of games. He eventually made it back to First Grade but a knee injury late in the season
ended his year early. Peter played ten First Grade games for Newtown, scored two tries and kicked
nine goals for a total of twenty four points.

Newtown will

;\h'é?rom nc\Evﬁlﬁﬂ Five-cighth Peter Rowles has a

o knee injury, win Bruce Pickett
from Western Suburbs,| | pas a bod dose of the flu. lock John
who has developed com=| | Ribot de Bresac also has a heavy
plications with his injured cold, while reserve-grade hooker Jim
fool. — Walters has a leg problem.

—_

SMH 2 March 1979 Canberra Times 15 July 1979




Newtown were no doubt looking for more from their key signing particularly after his record breaking
season in 1978. At the end of the year Newtown announced that they were not retaining several
players including Ted Goodwin, John Ribot and Peter Rowles who all went to Wests in 1980. These
were all very good players but perhaps not such a good fit at Newtown.

Newtown will not be
retaining
Ribot, Cfoodwin, Steve
Hage anql Peter Rowles
next seasorm:

SMH 27 August 1979

Newtown First Grade DRLFC 1979
Back: B Jensen, B Hetherington, S Bowden, E Goodwin, P Charlton, M Ogilvie, G Bugden,
Middle: F Farrington (Secretary), P Rowles, W Noonan, T Ryan, S Blyth, G Howard, W Ryan (Coach)
Front: J Ribot De Bresac, S Hage, P Sigsworth, K Wilson (C), M Wright, B Wood, M Ryan

Peter’s return to Wests in 1980 appeared to be a successful move by both the player and the club. The
challenge at the start of the season would most likely come from Peter Walsh but Peter Rowles was
playing well and in the first five rounds of the competition he had scored a try and kicked sixteen goals.

Peter Rowles, Wests'
prodigal son who spent
an unhappy secason with
Newtown last year, also
caught the eye in setling
up team mates and scor-
ing two tries.

With Tom R.udonikis

no longer around
organise things, Wuu
undou will welcome

come return.

SMH 11 February 1980




However by round eight an eighteen year old Terry Lamb would make his way into Wests First Grade
team and that would be the start of a long and distinguished career for the young five-eighth. Peter
Rowles and Peter Walsh would play out most of the season in Wests Reserve Grade team.

Peter Rowles returned to Wests in 1981 and played the one pre-season cup game before deciding that
it was time to retire.

Thoughts and Insights from Roy Masters AM

Of all the Magpies who embraced the Fibro vs Silvertail feud, Peter Rowles needed
little convincing of the superiority of the Manly club. After all, the Sea Eagles
discarded him in 1975 because of the 13 import rule, without giving him an
opportunity in First Grade. Yet Peter’s father, Ron, a winger, was one of the Sea
Eagles greatest players, being its top points scorer for four seasons when the
northern beaches club joined the NSWRL.

So, when Peter became Wests top points scorer in 1978, he achieved a rare father/son double,
especially when some of his points came against the Silvers. Hell hath no fury like a player lining up
against the club which rejected him, yet unfortunately Peter missed the big Lidcombe Oval clash in
1978 when he was a late withdrawal.

It was a further disappointment for him at the end of the 1978 season, when he was involved in a
contract wrangle with Newtown. Wests had an option on Peter for 1979 and Peter was approached by
Jets benefactor, John Singleton. The Jets believed Peter’s radar accurate goal kicking could help them
up the ladder and the offer was a good one. But he wanted to stay for less with Wests and only signed
with Singo as a backup. Unfortunately, with Wests having a part time Secretary, the date of the club
option passed without the Magpies tabling a formal offer. Singo somehow learned of this, meaning
there was no going back on the Jets contract Peter signed and a court subsequently found in favour of
Newtown.

He came back to Lidcombe for the 1980 season and played pivot alongside Peter Walsh for the first
two months. Both were clever passers and goal kickers but not noted for their running ability.
Meanwhile, the rise of a young player from the Under 23’s to Reserve Grade was irresistible and Terry
Lamb, a superb passer and a runner with great anticipation, claimed the First Grade five eighth
position.

Being a former Wallaby who had travelled overseas, Peter knew more about the luxuries of the world
than we did. When Victa agreed to sponsor us, they put on a lavish barbeque at their lawnmower
factory. Two memories persist. One was Bobby Cooper smothering the finest cut of steak | had ever
seen with tomato sauce. The other was a strange green fruit encased in a furlike skin. We didn’t go
near it until Peter pointed out it was edible and called kiwi fruit.

Being a former rah-rah, he was not enthusiastic about hitting the punching bags which were suspended
from a ceiling around the old Lidcombe grandstand. He would pair with Don Moseley and they would
pretend to whack the bag, while Dallas and Geoff Foster would cause the old grandstand to shake.

However, he was a Magpie Fibro through and through and got us home in many a game with great
goals and setting up his outside men.

ok ok KK KK KKK




Peter holds a couple of unique records. The first being the highest First Grade point scorer in a single
season in Wests history with 229 points. The second is the highest First Grade point scoring record for
a father/son combination in a competition conducted by the NSWRL, ARL or NRL.

His father Ron Rowles scored 842 First Grade points with Manly between 1950 and 1954. Interestingly
Ron Rowles highest yearly total was 221 points, just eight short of Peter Rowles highest tally of 229
points.

Name Field Goals Total Points

Ron Rowles
Peter Rowles
Total

Peter was with Wests for four seasons and played forty eight First Grade, twenty one Reserve Grade,
five Pre Season Cup, seven AMCO Cup and two Tooth Cup games for a total of eighty three games in
all grades. He scored fourteen tries, kicked two hundred and eight goals as well as five field goals for
a total of four hundred and sixty three points.

U/23’s Pre- AMCO Tooth Tries Goals Field Total
Season Cup Cup Goals | Points
Cup

Peter Rowles First Class career includes fifty eight First Grade, six Pre Season Cup, eleven Mid-Week
Cup and three Representative games for a total of seventy eight games.

Peter Rowles’ First Class Playing Record

Opponent Rep 1st Grade Pre- Mid-
Games Premiership Season Week
Cup

Tour of Queensland 3 - - -
- - Wests 18 0
- - Wests 23 3
- - Newtown 10 1
1
1
6

- - Wests 7
Wests
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After Peter retired from playing he focussed on his teaching career, completing a Bachelor of
Education at Newcastle University in 1981 and a Master of Education at Wollongong University in
1984.

He returned to his alma mater at Edmund Rice College, Wollongong and taught there between 1983
and 1997 rising to the position of Head Teacher before becoming the Director of Administration at the
College.

In 1998 he returned to rugby union and until 2000 was the Manager of the NSW Waratahs (Super
Rugby). He then became Head of Rugby Services (Rugby World Cup Unit) responsible for the
organisation and coordination of the successful Rugby World Cup held in Australia in 2003.

From 2004 until 2009, Peter was Head of Rugby Services for Australian Rugby before finishing as Head
of Careers with the Australian College of Physical Education.

In 2025, Tony Lewis and John Wiles from Pratten Park Magpies and Steve Johnson the Honorary
NSWRU Historian and Statistician realised that there were eighteen former players who had the
honour of being dual NSW Waratahs and Wests Magpies players. With support of the NSWRU and the
Holman Barnes Group a presentation luncheon was organised at Wests Ashfield to present Waratahs
Caps to seven of these players. Peter Rowles was one of the players to receive his cap. He is Waratah
No. 1138.
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PETER ROWLES
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Peter Rowles Proudly Wearing His Waratah Cap No 1138




In 2026, Peter was included in the Edmund Rice College, Wollongong Team of the Century at five-
eighth. His father Ron Rowles who also attended Edmund Rice College is in the Team of the Century
as a wing-three quarter. The College has a very proud rugby history with alumni in the Team of the
Century including Australian Wallabies Geoff Shaw and Bob Weir, as well as Australian rugby league
player Mick Cronin.

Peter returned home to the Illawarra to live as his working career wound down. He still takes a keen
interest in all matters related to football and enjoys catching up with former team mates and
colleagues.




