
Les West 

 
….. is included in the list of Wests First Grade players however there was doubt as to whether he 
actually played a First Grade game with Wests. It was thought that it was most likely his brother Henry 
"Vic" West that played on 31 May 1913, the one day that L. West was recorded in the Wests team list. 
Vic West, Wests player #95, played alongside his brother Les West at St George Rugby Union Club 
before coming across to Wests Rugby League in 1911. 
 

 
Evening News 23 May 1913 

 

 
Evening News 30 May 1913 

 
 
Vic West was a regular First Grade player with Wests; however Vic West did not appear in the team 
list on the day that Les West was recorded which gives some strength to the proposition that L. West 
was a mis-reporting. However the reference in the Evening News on 23 May 1913 to Les West, the 
former Newtown Rugby Union player being selected to play for Wests is quite specific and compelling. 
As such there is little doubt that Vic West's brother, Les West did play for Wests in 1913. 
 
Both of the West brothers played in the half and five-eighth positions and were not big men but there 
civil and military records indicate that they were both feisty characters and able to mix it with the 
best. Les West was somewhat of a restless character and between 1907 and 1912, he had played 
rugby union with the Marrickville, St George, Newtown, and Manly Clubs. Playing rugby league with 
Wests in 1913 meant that he had played with five clubs in seven years. 



He was first recorded playing with the Marrickville rugby union team against McIlraths rugby union 
team in 1907. The match was a prelude to the match between Baskervilles professional All Blacks and 
an unsanctioned NSW team of rugby union players. The players in the NSW team and the Marrickville 
team were all banned from playing rugby union indefinitely. 
 
In the inquiry after the match the memories of those who participated suddenly became vague so it 
was difficult to identify all that played on that day. It appears that Les West slipped under the radar as 
he continued to play rugby union for another five seasons. 
 

 
All Blacks v NSW and Marrickville RU v McIlraths RU 1907 

 
Les West played rugby union with the St George club from 1907 until 1910. He then went across to 
the Newtown rugby union club in 1911. Newtown were First Grade premiers that year. 
 

 
Newtown Rugby Union First Grade Premiers 1911 

Back: (Trainer) H Stewart, F Vail (VP), R Wighton, J Gemmell (VP), H Dibley, S Gilroy, E Dibley, G Pugh, R P Browne (VP), 

Middle: C Hodgens, R Hill, S H Slater (C), A R Dunbar (VC), Dr G Hall Bohrsmann (Pres), W Watson 

Front: P Dibley, E E Booth, C Hamey, F Talbot, L West, P Luscombe, A Tilley 



 
Newtown Rugby Union First Grade Premiers 1911 

Les West (front row – 2nd from left) 

 

 

Newtown Rugby Union Team on the Northern Rivers Tour 1911 
Back (Standing): H Stewart, R Wighton, A Campbell, W Dibley, Standing (Left Side): C Hamey, T Cooper, Fred Large 

Right Side: W Watson, G Pugh, In Car: Chauffeur E E Booth, Dr G Hall- Bohrsmann (President),  

Back Seat: A Prouse (Manager), W Genell (VP), F Vale (VP),  

Second Row Seated: R Cleland, F Luscombe, S Gilroy, Front: Les West, F Talbot, G Martin, C Hodgins, A Tilly 

 
The West family lived at Rockdale in the St George District but Les West moved to Newtown and 
married in February 1912. He switched clubs in 1912 spending the season with Manly. It is unclear 
why he went across to play with Manly however it is known that he did go across with another 
Newtown First Grade rugby union player by the name of Prowse.  



On 16 April 1913, only weeks before his appearance in Wests First Grade team, an arrest warrant was 
issued against Les for wife desertion. It was reported that he had left his job with the Railways 
Department and may have gone to Western Australia. There is no evidence that Les West did go to 
Western Australia and the evidence would suggest that he didn't go there. In June 1913, only weeks 
after his appearance in the Wests First Grade team, his first child was conceived. This would suggest 
that Les West remained in Sydney and had reconciled any marital issues. 
 
It is interesting to note that Les West, had an arrest warrant out against him at the time he played for 
Wests. Playing First Grade, he would have been publicly exposed and there was a significant risk of 
him being arrested. With so much going on in his life at that time, he was hardly settled and would 
have found it difficult to train and prepare for elite level football. There is no doubt that Les was a 
good footballer, but perhaps this is why he only made the one appearance with Wests. 

 
Les West enlisted in the First World war and saw service overseas. There is no further record of him 
playing Grade football after 1913. He died at the Randwick Military Hospital at Randwick, NSW in June 
1940. 
 


