Fred Large

..... was first recorded playing rugby union with the Newtown club in 1910. The Newtown rugby union
teams were quite strong in the years leading up to the First World War and so Fred played mainly with
the Second Grade team.

S

Nowtown 11, defeated St. George II. by 13 to 3 at
Ercliinesille, Laree .~'c.~.-1:r---_| fwao tries and Gaskil]l one,
Campbell and Stead converting one each.

Sunday Times 23 April 1911

His finest year at Newtown was in 1911 when he was selected to play in the Combined Second Grade
representative team that played against the New England divisional team.

Owing to 'he Sydney Training College team
going to Newcaslle to-day, a number of altera-
tiong Linve becn made In the Possiples v. Pro-
bables Sccond Grade teams at nping this
afternoon. The teams now constituted are »

PORSIBLES. —J. Tanscn (Ialmain), full-back ; Southee
(Uni.), Lawrcnce (). Martin (N,), Stead (N.), thre:-
aquarters ; Nichalls (1).), and Nirholson (E.8.3, haives ;
C. Moore (Raml.), Carlston (1)), Large (N.), Purcell
(W.5.), Milligan (E.8.), Milner (Vulj), boran (Bal.),
anid Panl (X,), forwards.

PROVABLES. —Spratt (Y. M.C.\A.), full-back ; Burton
(1), Carroll (E.8), Melllmurray (N.), Wesley (Lni.),
iktce-quarters ; Aspinall (Uni.) and Thon (Manly),
kalves : Muggliston (N. Swdney), Sommervil'e |Y.M.C.A.),
Pinl (D.), Jones (Rynil.), Hezre {(Rand ), Bemajamin
(Maniy), Bates (Rand.), and Miller (D.), forwards,

itrserves : Dickson (W.H), Clelland (X.), 0O'Reeffe
(D.v, Scannell (D.), Campbell (N.), and Cameron (E.B.;.

NSW Second Grade RU Possibles v Probables — Arrow 19 August 1911

The Second Grade selectors have made the
following selection for Combined Second Grado
v. New England: Sporatt (Y.M.C.A.), Stead
Newtown, Lee (S.T.C.), Carrel (E.S.), Burton
(Darlinghurt), Nicholls (Darlinghurst), Nichol-
son (E.8.), Large (Newtown), Somerville
(Y.M.C.A), Moore (Randwick), McManus
(8.T.C.), Beare (Randwick), Milper (Univer-
sity), Cummings (S.T.C.), Hall (Newtown). Re«
serves : Martin (Newtown), Aspinall (Univer«
sity), Cariston (Darlinghurst), Campheil (New=
town), . Fleming (8.T.C.).

Combined Second Grade RU - The Arrow 26 August 1911

Fred initially played in the backline but eventually transitioned to the forwards. He was selected in the
three-quarters when the Newtown rugby union team went on tour to the Northern Rivers districts in
1911. Fred also made his First Grade debut with the Newtown rugby union team in 1911.




Newtown : —Full-back, P. Lus-
combe ; three-quarters, E. Talbot, F.
Large, L. West, R. Clelland ; halves,
€. Hodgens and H. Btewart; for
wards, W. Watson, A. Tilly, D.
Cooper, A. Cumpbell, R. Wighton,
8. Gilroy (Capt), G. Pugh and W,
Dibley.

Newtown RU Northern Rivers Tour 1911 — Macleay Chronicle 12 July 1911

Newtown Rugby Union Team on the Northern Rivers Tour 1911
Back (Standing): H Stewart, R Wighton, A Campbell, W Dibley, Standing (Left Side): C Hamey, T Cooper, Fred Large
Right Side: W Watson, G Pugh, In Car: Chauffeur E E Booth, Dr G Hall- Bohrsmann (President),
Back Seat: A Prouse (Manager), W Genell (VP), F Vale (VP),
Second Row Seated: R Cleland, F Luscombe, S Gilroy, Front: Les West, F Talbot, G Martin, C Hodgins, A Tilly

By 1913, Fred had moved to Liverpool Rd Ashfield which was just around the corner from Ashfield

Park. Where at various times Wests have trained. He played in Wests Second Grade team from 1913
until 1916.

NORTH SYDNEY II. v. WESTERN SUBURBS 11,

In the early match at North Sydney Oval, North
Sydney 11, defeated Western Suburbs I1. by 31 to 5. For
the winners, Thomas (3), Sherritt (2), Baker, Ralsion
secured tries, Donnelly and Miller converted two each,
and the latier also Lkicked a pepalty goal. For the losers,
Large ~cored a try. M, Millington, referec,

Sunday Times 24 May 1914

In 1916, Fred’s experience was recognised as he was appointed as captain of the Second Grade team.

He was also given the opportunity to make his First Grade debut and played at hooker in the final two
competition rounds.




WESTERN WESTERN
SUBURBS 1916 Round 13 Saturday 15th July St. Luke’s Park SUBURBS
Newtown 17 def. Western Suburbs 6
Percy LUSCOMBE Fullback Athol WHITE
Henry BROWN Wing Claude McFAYDEN
William COCKBURN Centre Henry NAYLOR
F TALBOT Centre Tom McCAULEY
Wally COLLINS Wing Archie PRENTICE
P BURNS Five-eighth Alex McPHERSON
JLEONARD Half Alf BOSSI
Paddy McCUE (c) Lock Harold LEDDY (c)
Richard TOWNSEND Second Row Hector LEE
Jim McCUE Second Row Alfred “Joe” SMITH
Edward BURDETT Front Row Clarrie TYE
Reg FERGUSON Hooker Edward COURTNEY (c)
Felix RYAN Front Row Fred LARGE
Reserve Richard SWANSON
Reserve Eric DENNIS

Fred Large’s First Grade Debut with Wests — Round Thirteen 1916

At the end of the competition rounds in 1916 the City Cup (First Grade) and League Cup (Second
Grade) competitions commenced. Wests First Grade was knocked out in the first round but the Second
Grade team led by Fred Large made it to the final against Souths. The Second Grade team lost the final
against a more experienced Souths team but it was a milestone for Wests as it was the first time that
any Wests team had made it to a finals series.

" -
s

Western Suburbs Rugby League Reserve Grade 1916 League Cup Finalists

Note: No names were attached to this photograph - The photo noted that the team were Finalists.
Wests did not make the Finals in any competition until 1916 when the Reserve Grade team played in the Final of the League
Cup losing to South Sydney
Those identifiable include Claude McFayden (Back, far left), Ernie McFayden (Back, far right), Charlie Elliott (Middle, far left),
Wilfred Connelly (Middle, 4™ from left), Fred Large (C) with ball, Richard Swanson (Middle, 4™ from right), Eric Dennis (Middle
2™ from right),




Fred Large played two First Grade games with Wests and an unknown number of Second Grade games
as there are no comprehensive records for lower grade games in the early years. Of significance
though is that he led the first Wests team in a finals series.

Fred Large’s Playing Record at Wests

Total
Points
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On a lighter note Fred Large was involved in one of the earliest promotional advertisements that
traded on the popularity of rugby league. In an advertorial he espoused the virtues of a medicinal
product by the name of Zam-Buk which according to Fred could be valuable in treating a range of
ailments as well as dealing with the after effects of a football match.

The product became synonymous with the St Johns ambulance attendants that treated injured
football players on the field. These men that wore black and white uniforms for years were referred
to as Zam-buks.

- O R

Cuts and Bruises. usually followed by the warm bath,

2 . | and then Zam-Buk is rubbed well into

ZAM-BUK, A STERLING FIRST-| the limbs and joints. This always
AID OF ALL-ROUND USEFUL- | ¥ards off stiffness and any other _ill-
. NESS 3 effects of over-exertion. Zam-Buk

Zam-Buk is the favourite balm for
footballers and all athletes. After a
tiring field day, Zam-Buk is invalu-
able for quickly healing cuts, bruises,
knocks, and wounds, also for
banishing sprains and stiffness and
imparting a healthy vigor and frosh-
nuss to the hard-wor limbs.

“*Whilst playing with the Western
Suburbs Football Club,”" writes Mr.
F. P. Large, of 31 lLaver 1l Road,
Ashfield, Sydney, *J often sustain
sovere kicks, knocks, bruises, and
sprains. For some time now it has
been my regluar practice, as well as
that of many of my club mates, to use
Zam-Buk for all such mishaps. In
every instance that I can recall Zam-
Buk has rrorrd its sterling merit as o
quick, safe healer.

“We also use Zam-Buk whilst train-

ins. A lgll of strenunous exeorcise s

will be found in use after almost any
of our matches, for ane or two mem-
bers are always feeling bruised and
sore.
““My first experience with Zam-Buk
was a fow years ago, when it cured me
of dangerous blood-poison. My hand
was bad for five .weeks, and the swel-
ling and inflammation had spread into
my arm Zam-Buk saved the limb
when all other remedics failed.”
Zam-Buk has such a wide range of

usefulness  that it should be kept
handy in every Australasian home,
workshop, farmstead, sheep-run, anc

eattle~station., In the cure of eczemn,
pimples, poisoned wounds., bad
piles, festering sores, ringworm, scalp
sarcs, outs, bruises, burns, svalds, ete.,
Zam-Buk has won world-wide fanie.
Ohtamable of all chemists and storee
keopers. 18 and 38 per pot. >

Armidale Chronicle 4 March 1916

Fred Large lived at Ashfield for the remainder of his life and died there in December 1958. His
memorial is in the Rookwood Cemetery, Catholic Section 20, Row 30.




