Brett Clark

..... lived literally around the corner from the Enfield Federals home ground, Begnell Field. He played
rugby league with Enfield Federals from under 9’s to under 14’s (1970 to 1975) before spending a
season with the Bankstown Sports under 15’s team when Enfield didn’t field an under 15’s team in
1976.
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Enfield Federals JRLFC - U/9’s 1970
John Churchyard (Coach), Ray Brown (Manager)
Players Uncaptioned

Brett returned to Enfield Federals and played through to A Grade. After leaving school Brett worked
with his father in the family business installing security doors and screens.

Enfield Federals Team Photo - Undated
Brett Clark (Front Row, 2" from left)




In 1981, Brett went to the Wests open trials at the start of the year. The trials were open to prospective
players who would just go down and train pre-season. Brett indicated that there would be about “300-
400 blokes” down there to try out for a graded position. He got right through to the last day but he
was not picked up for the start of the season.

He went back and played in the A Grade competition with Enfield Federals. In his words he was “killing
it” for the Enfield Federals team in the Western Suburbs junior competition. Enfield went through the
season and lost one game all year. The team was winning games by 30-40 points.

Wests U/23’s coach, Ken Gentle, would come down and watch Enfield A Grade. It was as a result of
Ken looking for talent that Brett was called up to grade when the regular Wests U/23’s half-back was
injured.

Brett’s first game in grade for Wests in 1981 was against Parramatta at Cumberland Oval. He was
called into training on the Tuesday night and on Thursday Ken Gentle came up and asked, “How would
you feel about starting?” Brett said to him, “it would be a bit daunting, | have been playing with blokes
in A Grade all year.” He said, “you will be fine, just go out and you’ll handle it.”

It was a very hard ground. Cumberland Oval was like playing on a cricket pitch. It was a hard game
too, put it this way, in A Grade | made about five tackles all game and in this game | had made twenty
tackles in the first half. They just targeted the new kid on the block.

| don’t think | started after that but | played every game coming off the bench for the remainder of
the year. There were four games left. | got on at some stage so it was pretty good. (Brett in fact is
recorded as playing two U/23’s games in 1981 but as he indicated he probably came on as a substitute
late in several other games. (It was not unusual for these late substitutions not being recorded.)

Enfield Federals JRLFC 1981 A Grade 2™ Team
Brett Clark (Front Row, far left)

Brett went to Wests open trials again in 1982. He was not graded so played the year with Enfield
Federals. However his potential was readily known by Wests from the previous season and so he
was asked to play with the Wests Presidents Cup team. Brett said, “we had a good President’s Cup
squad. Steve Goshn was the coach of the team. | was actually playing in the centres then because
they had a few half backs.”




Western Suburbs Presidents Cup Team 1982
Back: S Ghosn (Coach), J Nagle (Selector), W Bennett (Trainer), R Sullivan, C Rich, A Sinclair, R McLelland, S Brown,
M Eisenhuth, J Bellamy, G Sundstrom, P Carr (Selector), ] Hobb (Rep Squad Sec.), P Rowley (Manager)
Middle: R Mulhall, J Plummer, G Rien, D Eisenhuth, P Butler, M McAlister, J Higgins, C Parker
Front: L Epifania, G Fyvie, G Ghosn, S Whitelaw (Sand Boy), S Hobbs (Ball Boy), Brett Clark, M Cox, G Sutton
Absent: P Wall, S Ghosn (Sand Boy)

In 1983, Brett was graded with Wests. He said. “I went to the open trials again, | didn’t really
have to trial and | went straight into the Reserve Grade trials and again into the centres.”

During the season he played twenty six Third Grade games, scoring an impressive nine tries. His form
earned him a game in Reserve Grade and then in round twenty three he had his first taste of First
Grade football when he came off the bench as a replacement in a close loss to Cronulla.

WESTERN WESTERN
SUBURBS 1983 Round 23 Sunday 7th August Lidcombe Oval SUBURBS
Cronulla-Sutherland 22  def. Western Suburbs 18

Andrew ETTINGHAUSEN Fullback Wayne SMITH

Dean CARNEY Wing Steve BROUGHTON

Jim SEE Centre David HARRIS

Steve ANDERSON Centre Mark BEAVEN

Chris GARDNER Wing Trevor COGGER

Glen MORTIMER Five-eighth Terry LAMB (c)

Robert LANE Half Scott GALE

Steve HARDY Lock Michael DUKE

David HATCH Second Row Brett GALE

Howard JANSEN Second Row Brian BATTESE

Dane SORENSEN (c) Front Row lan FREEMAN

David LAMING Hooker John COGGER

Peter McCNAMARA Front Row Bruce CLARK

John O’'CONNOR Replacement David HALL

John GLOSSOP Replacement Kevin BRYSON

John BERNE Replacement Brett CLARK

Brett Clark’ first game in First Grade as a Replacement — Round Twenty Three, 1983

Brett had an opportunity to play First Grade in 1984 after Terry Lamb and Scott Gale had moved on
to other clubs. He took that opportunity notching up twelve games in the top grade. He made his
first appearance in a First Grade run-on side against North Sydney in round fifteen. Brett in the 2018
interview said, “l don’t get nervous before games but | remember bugger all about the game.”




Wests archive has recorded the following notes on that match;

“Wests were very unlucky to lose this match. Both Norths’ tries came against the run of play with a bomb and an
intercept. Wests fielded a vastly re-shuffled side on a bog at North Sydney, in a game played in very poor
conditions. John McArthur went to the centres and a new halves combination in Michael Neil and Brett Clark
were impressive.” Source: westsarchives.com.au

WESTERN WESTERN
SUBURBS 1984 Round 15 Sunday 10th June North Sydney Oval SUBURBS
North Sydney 13 def. Western Suburbs 6
Stephen CASEY Fullback Trevor COGGER
Andrew SIMONS Wing Steve BROUGHTON (c)
Neigel TAIT Centre Eddie FLAHEY
Simon BROCKWELL Centre John McARTHUR
Chris LUCKMAN Wing Mick PINKERTON
Paul McCAFFERY Five-eighth Michael NEIL
Laurie SPINA Half Brett CLARK
Alan BURNS Lock Allen GEELAN
Peter CROSS Second Row Michael DUKE
Bob COOPER Second Row Craig MADSEN
Don McKINNON (c) Front Row John COVENEY
Phil RITCHIE Hooker Scott RIGNEY
Erroll HILLIER Front Row Garry WEBSTER
Replacement George FAHD
Replacement Peter LAMB
Replacement Charlie KHALIFEH

Brett Clark’s First Game in a First Grade Run-on Team — Round Fifteen 1984

Western Suburbs Graded Squad 1984

Back: Mark Harrigan, George Ghosn, John Coger, Steve Ghosn (3™ Gde Coach), Herb Smailes (Trainer), John Brooks (President), Rick

Wayde (Secretary), Ken Gentle (1% Gde Coach), John Jacobs (2™ Gde Coach), Wayne Fahy (Trainer), Andrew Cox, Craig Neil, Leo Epifania
Third Row: Scott Rigney, Daryl Turner, Michael Duke, Mick Pinkerton, Peter Worth, Paul Gearin, lan Freeman, David Stafford,
Charlie Khalifeh, David Hall, Peter Lamb, Eddie Flahey, Greg Cox, Alan Fallah,
Second Row: Bruce Clark, Jeff Earl, Greg McElhone, George Katsogiannis, Steve Broughton, Craig Madsen, Craig Ellis, Paul Edwards,
Geoff Spotswood, Wayne Smith, Garry Webster, Matt Carter, John Coveney, Karl Shelley
First Row: Geoff Sutton, Jon McArthur, Danny Smith, Michael Neil, David Spencer, Steve Kerr, “The Magpie”, Gerald Celarc, Allan Geelan,
John Donnelly (Club Captain), Grant Fyvie, Brett Clark, Trevor Cogger, Steve Ewer, Pat English
Front: Jonathon Smailes (Sand Boy), Matthew Fehon (Ball Boy), Absent: George Fahd, Terry Donnellan

While Brett was focussed on making his mark with Wests, he hadn’t forgotten his junior club, Enfield
Federals. In 1984 he became coach of Federals U/14’s team. He was assisted by fellow Wests First
Grade player, Mark Harrigan who was the team trainer.




Enfield Federals JRLFC - E Reserve Grade U/14’s 1984
Back: Brett Clark (Coach), Rob Marsh (Trainer), Denis Tucker (Manager), Mark Harrigan (Trainer)
Middle: M Sherry, Mark Neale, Darren Farguson, J Lukins, F Pisanu, M Dunn, G Jones, S Murphy
Front: B Walsh, G Abdallah (C), Colin Westwood, Unknown, Gary Crossley

In 1985 Brett became the regular Reserve Grade half back with a young Mick Neil being the preferred
First Grade halfback. Notwithstanding Brett made four First Grade appearances that season.
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Western Suburbs DRLFC 1985 Squad
Back: Gary McFarlane, Charlie Khalifeh, Peter Worth, Alan Fallah, Craig Clarke, Wayne Wigham, Terry Leabeater (C),
Lee Crooks, Garry Webster, Bruce Clark, Murray Cowan, Russell Brinkworth, David Stafford
Fourth Row: Geoff Dillon, Mark Lawson, Mick Pinkerton, Gary Pym, Greg Duval, Ray Dib, Tom Nicholls, Darren
Stevens, Michael Phillips, Steve Want
Third Row: Rick Wayde (Secretary), David Nowczynski, Chris Stephandellis, Paul Sheahan, Craig Neal, Stuart Mills,
Greg Falkner, Kevin Watling, Danny O’Brien, Terry Donnellan, George Fahd, Herb Smailes (Trainer)

Second Row: John Jacobs (U/23 Coach), Craig Young, David Spencer, John Cogger, Robert Browne, Noel Mancuso,
Ken Gentle (First Grade Coach), Trevor Cogger, Mark Harrigan, Troy McGregor, Michael Neil, Steve Ghosn (Res Grade Coach)
Front: Mark Fehon (Ball Boy), Mark Robb, Steve Mullen, Grant Fyvie, Geoff Sutton, Brett Clark, Steve Ewer, Leo
Epifania, Greg Brown, Johnathon Smailes (Sand Boy)




By 1986, Brett had matured as a First Grade player. He along with lan Schubert were the only two
Wests players that played every First Grade game that season. More importantly, Brett had the
opportunity to show his versatility. While he mostly played half back, he also played a number of
games at five-eighth and on the wing.

Western Suburbs DRLFC 1986 Squad
Back: John Brooks (President), Herb Smales (Chief Rubber), Craig Neil, [an Naden, Geoff Dillon, Brett Clark, Rob Browne,
Tom Robbins, Wilfred Williams, Rick Wayde (Secretary)

Third Row: Charlie Lucas (U23’s Coach), Gary Pym, Charlie Khalifeh, John Bilbija, Garry Webster, Craig Clarke, Stephen Burney,
[an Freeman, Allen Geelan, Chris Stephandellis, Rod Pethybridge, Terry Donnellan, Michael Neil, John Jacobs (Res Grade Coach),
Second Row: Deryck Fox, Graeme Jennings, David Stafford, John Henderson, Allan Burns, Mark Robb, Wayne Lambkin,

Peter Worth, Craig Ellis, Ray Dib, Graeme Rowley, Anthony Elias, Greg Falkner, Paul Sheahan, Gary Gallen (Asst. Conditioner)
Seated: Doug Rawlings, Noel Mancuso, Troy McGregor, Peter Gentle, Brian Brown, Trevor Cogger, Lee Crooks (First Grade Captain),
Steve Ghosn (First Grade Coach), Darren Stevens, Geoff Sutton, John Cogger, Allan Fallah, Gerry Byron, Brett Davis
Front: Jonathan Smales (Ball Boy), Mark “The Magpie Wallington




At the end of the 1986 season, Brett’s fortunes took another turn. It was a period when a number of
English players came to Australia to play rugby league and conversely the English league saw an influx
of Australians come across to the “old dart” to play during the Australian summer.

English player, Lee Crooks played with Hull in England from 1980 to 1987 but played with Wests in
1985 and 1986 during the English off-season. Crooks wanted Brett to go across to England and play
with the Hull club. Just before he signed the contract, the Hull coach rang Brett and said he wanted
him to stay for the full season. Brett said he couldn’t as in those days Australian players had to be back
for the Australian premiership season before 31 March. The Hull coach said, “l don’t want you then”.

While Brett was disappointed with the outcome of the negotiation with Hull, he discussed the matter
with Lee Crooks who said, “I will see what | can do.”

Lee Crooks, Wests Major Sponsor Jim Masterton and Brett Clark

Soon after, Wests played Souths in a night game at the SCG and Alex Murphy from St Helens was there
to sign Neil Baker from Souths. Neil Baker played mostly at five-eighth and was a prolific goal kicker
with more than one hundred and fifty First Grade games.

Brett played at five-eighth that night and had a pretty good game scoring one try and having another
disallowed in a game that Wests should have won. Nevertheless, Alex Murphy was impressed by
Brett’s performance and asked if he would be interested to play for St Helens. Murphy signed Brett
on the spot.

Murphy was a good operator and told Brett to finish his year with Wests and then come over to play
the English season. He said that St Helens would get him back to play for Wests again by the 31 March
in readiness for the 1987 premiership. The interesting outcome was that Murphy didn’t sign Neil
Baker, didn’t even talk to him. Neil Baker ended up signing with the English club Salford.

Brett played his final game of the 1986 Australian season on 31 August and his first game with St
Helens on 3 September. St Helens made the semi-final of the Lancashire Cup early in the season but
were knocked-out by the powerful Wigan side.




St Helens also played the touring Australian Kangaroos in November 1986. St Helens was unbeaten in
the English premiership when it met the Australians. Brett was playing opposite Australian captain,

Wally Lewis in that game.

St Helens gave Australia a physical match and were down only 6-14 at half time. With a strong
defensive effort, Australia eventually got on top and closed out the game in the second half. A match
report noted some sterling efforts by the St Helen’s players, including five-eighth, Brett Clark

“St Helens tried to beat Australia with swift ball movement, but the tourists’ were up to the task, with coach, Don
Furner rating it the best defensive effort of the campaign. Prop, Tony Burke, only named in the side following the
suspension of Australian import, Pat Jarvis, led the way for the St Helens’ pack. Others to impress for Saints were
halfback, Neil Holding; former Brisbane Souths’ fullback, Phil Veivers; former Sydney Wests five eighth, Brett

Clark and fiery lock, Arkwright.”
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SUNDAY, 2nd NOVEMBER, 1986.

Kick-off 3 p.m.

KANGAROOS TOUR 1986

ST HELENS

Phil VEIVERS

Barry LEDGER

Paul LOUGHLIN
Steve HALLIWELL
Kevin McCORMACK

Brett CLARK
Neil HOLDING (c)

Tony BURKE
Graham LIPTROT
Paul FORBER
Andy PLATT

Roy HAGGERTY
Chris ARKWRIGHT

Shaun ALLEN
Paul ROUND

Alex MURPHY
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Garry JACK
Dale SHEARER
Brett KENNY
Gene MILES
Mal MENINGA

Wally LEWIS ()
Peter STERLING

Greg DOWLING
Royce SIMMONS
Steve ROACH
Noel CLEAL
Bryan NIEBLING
Bob LINDNER

Terry LAMB
Paul DUNN

Don FURNER

St Helens v Australia Tour Match 2 November 1986

Brett played thirty five consecutive games with St Helens during the 1986-87 season. He played his
last championship game on 29 March which gave him just enough time to return to Australia. St Helens
had six more premiership games to play but only won two of these without Brett. Saints finished
second on the premiership table behind Wigan who finished well out in front of the field.




St Helens would go on to play in the semi-finals for the Premiership Trophy but more importantly it
would make the Challenge Cup final at Wembley.

Meanwhile Brett had returned to Australia for the 1987 premiership season and was selected on the
bench in First Grade for the round six game against Cronulla. He had some minor injuries but was back
in First Grade by the end of April.

It was around this time that St Helens approached Brett to come back to England to play in the
Challenge Cup final against Halifax on 2 May. This was a great opportunity for Brett to play in front of
a ninety thousand plus crowd and Wests gave permission for Brett to return.

Brett recalls, “St Helens we were a close unit. The lead up was great. They flew my wife at the time
and me over to England. All of the women were in one hotel and we were in another; they just wanted
to keep us apart for a week. He (Alex Murphy) just wanted to keep the boys together. | did an
interview before the game with lan Fordham on Channel 10. It was good.”

The St Helens Star newspaper reported; the build up to Wembley had been excellent, although a lot
of people suddenly eased themselves out of the armchairs they'd been slumped in since 1978. It didn't
matter in the grand scheme of things, as the whole town came together to get behind our team.

All the pubs on the eve of the game were full of people wearing the cheap red and white flat caps that
were being hawked by sellers. You could hear the anticipation in song in all the pubs the night before
- and the Nelson and Market were packed. There were a few sore heads by the time the special trains
started leaving Shaw Street (for Wembley) at 7am.

Brett Clark with Ball Stepping Around Chris Anderson — Challenge Cup Final 1987

Brett noted, “I did get a little nervous when | got out on the pitch, | looked up at the big crowd. | was
marking Chris Anderson; he was playing five-eighth in those days. He was captain-coach of




Halifax. Graham Eadie was playing fullback for Halifax. He actually got man of the match for that
game. | think he scored a try and saved a couple.

We were unlucky, should have won the game. We were beaten by a point and we had one try
disallowed right near the end of the game. The guy had the ball punched out of his hands as he was
going over the line, so we should have won it.”

Brett Being Tackled with Chris Anderson (L) — Challenge Cup Final 1987 (Source: Alex Service, St Helens Club Historian)

While St Helens supporters were disappointed that they didn’t bring the silverware home, it was an
epic Cup final and the team was celebrated with a parade when they returned home. A video of the
match can be viewed by clicking on the following link 1987 Challenge Cup Final

Brett Clark (front row, centre) — St Helens after the Final



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bbYYbU7Lyss

Brett Clark Saluting the Crowd

Alex Service, St Helen’s historian noted that Brett Clark was “a brilliant capture” for the club slotting
in perfectly in the number six jumper. He was quick in both movement and thought, with excellent
hands and was a brilliant tackler for his size. He could score tries too!

In 1987, the Rugby League Week published an article on Australian rugby League players that had
made a mark in the English competition. It gave a break down, position by position and then
assembled a team of Australian players it designated as “The Emus.”

At five-eighth the top pick was Brett Clark who was rated above former Wests player John Dorahy,
Gary Bridge and Wally Lewis who all received honourable mentions. Brett was also selected in “The
Emus” team which included many Australian international players including former Wests players, Les
Boyd and lan Schubert.
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Brett immediately returned to Australia missing St Helens Premiership Trophy semi-final the following
week. St Helens were defeated by Warrington in that match 8-18.

Following his brief trip to England Brett was a regular member of Wests First Grade team. He became
somewhat of a utility player, selected from the bench, at fullback, five-eighth and half back.

Western Suburbs First Grade Rugby League Team 1987
Back: Kevin Montgomery (Trainer), Brett Clark, Alan Fallah, John Elias, Herb Smailes (Trainer), Jason Williams,
Steve Sellwood (Sprint Coach)
Middle: Trevor Cogger, Phillip Duke, Alan Geelan, Hew Rees, Doug Rawlings, Mark the Magpie
Front: Peter Hargreaves (Selector), Scott Tronc, Denis Kinchela, Ian Schubert (C), Ian Freeman, John Bilbija, Steve Ghosn (Coach)
Ball Boys: Jonathon Smailes, Ryan Morris

It would be Brett’s last season with Wests. In 1988 he would be once again wearing the white jersey
with the red V but this time it would be with Sydney’s St George club. He was asked why he switched
to St George in the 2018 interview with Dan Pain and his response was direct.

He said, “at the end of 1987, Steve Goshn (Wests coach) got the flick and Laurie Freier came in. Mid
November, during pre-season training he said to me he doesn’t want me to play half-back, he wanted
me to play hooker. | said, mate | have never played hooker in my life and you have a good hooker in
Alan Fallah.” He said, “I will put Alan Fallah into the second row, you into hooker and | am going to
buy a half back from somewhere else.”

| said, “mate that isn’t going to happen. | walked into West’s and asked for a release straight away. |
was the first player to have a manager and he asked if | wanted him to shop me around, which | said

”

yes.

Three clubs came back. Newcastle wanted me to go there but they were waiting on Ilvan Henjak and
had to wait for a decision. Then Frank Stanton came in from North Sydney and he wanted me. St
George were happy to pay my transfer fee and North Sydney couldn’t afford that at the time. The
transfer fee was $18,000. | probably would have gone to North Sydney if they had of paid the transfer
fee. My manager came in and said St George have come in offering big money, so | signed with them
the next week.”




Brett was also asked about the culture at Wests during his time there. He noted that, “Wests was a
good social side. It was that social that it didn’t matter if you were Third Grade, Reserve Grade or First
Grade, everyone just got on. | would be playing Third Grade and would go out on the drink with blokes
like Terry Lamb, John Donnelly or Gary Dowling when he was there.

Ted Goodwin is a good mate from those days. lan Schubert is another one. We got a lot of older
players, cast-offs that nobody wanted, they all came to Wests. | was good friends with Dallas
Donnelly. Brett and Scott Gale were good mates because | knew them since we were kids. It didn’t
matter who you were, if you needed something, people would help you out. We were one club, not
one team.”

During his time at Wests, Brett played fifty four First Grade, thirty nine Reserve Grade, thirty five Third
Grade, two Under 23’s, and three National Panasonic Cup games for a total of one hundred and thirty
three games in all grades. He scored forty three tries and kicked two field goals for a tally of one
hundred and seventy four points in all grades.

Brett Clark’s Playing Record at Wests

1st 2nd 3rd U/23’s National Tries Goals Field Total
Grade Grade Grade Panasonic Goals Points
Cup
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Brett settled into the St George system comfortably. He knew a few of the boys there having previously
played against them. He said that “they were a very good bunch of blokes and | got along with most
of them.

They brought a lot of blokes down from Brisbane like Peter Gill, Trevor Bailey, Clinton Mohr, and
Trevor Benson. Because we were all new, we hung around and got to know each other a bit
more. Gradually we got to know everybody else too. We had a good year but didn’t make the semi-
finals.”

His First Grade debut with St George was in round three of the premiership competition. He came off
the bench and then was the first choice First Grade halfback for every remaining game in the 1988
season. He played twenty First Grade games that year for St George.

However the highlight of St George’s season was winning the National Panasonic Cup. Brett played in
the quarter-final, semi-final and the final which resulted in a 16-8 win over hot favourites Balmain.




He noted that, “the lead up was good, we trained well all year. We beat Parramatta, Penrith and East’s
on the way through. Balmain were massive favourites. They won it the year before and were runners-
up the year before that. We just went out there and knew we had to play well and we did. We just
frustrated them, that is all it was. They couldn’t do anything right. We just wanted it more, we were
hungrier.”
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Brett Clark at St George

Brett was looking forward to the 1989 season with St George. However, he had an early season setback
when he snapped his quadricep (thigh muscle) causing him to miss all pre-season games. This gave
Steve Linnane an opportunity to claim the number seven jumper after returning from a long
suspension.

Also, Craig Young had retired from playing and took on the St George First Grade coaching position. In
Brett’s words, “for some reason Craig Young didn’t like me. | ended up in Reserve Grade and then
ended up on the bench for Reserve Grade and never got another game. Youngy just wanted to get rid
of me. He had different ideas for halfbacks. He bought Perry Haddock as well. | don’t know what it
was, but that year | didn’t have a good one.”

At a cross roads, Brett decided to return to England and paid his own fare over. He had a meeting with
Swinton the second day after arriving and was offered a contract, which was pretty much nothing.
Fortunately, Tony Barrow the Oldham coach wanted to talk to him. Oldham was in Second Division at
the time but were building for promotion to First Division. Brett knew Tony from when he was playing
at Saint Helens.

He took Brett to watch an Oldham game and straight after took him to the Chairman’s Lounge. In
Brett’s words, “all of the big wigs were there. They offered me good money; | didn’t have to work. |
was getting a fee, they gave me a house, a car and were paying my bills. | signed on the spot.”
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Brett Clark Stepping Through the Opposition for Oldham




Brett Clark in Action at Oldham

Oldham was a good fit for Brett. He said that “usually it takes a while to get into the groove to get to
know everyone, but it was there from game one and we all sort of knew each other. Two blokes were
from St Helens from when | played there and Johnny Cogger was there, Trevor Cogger’s brother. John
Henderson was there who had played for Western Suburbs two years earlier. A bloke named Duncan
Platt who was the brother of Andy Platt was there. | had played with Andy at St Helens so | knew
him. Basically | knew half the side. | clicked straight away and fitted in.”




Brett Clark Heading for the Line with Oldham

Oldham had a good year, making the final of the Lancashire Cup, the third round of the Regal Trophy,
the semi-final of the Challenge Cup and winning the Second Division premiership trophy. The
premiership trophy win ensured that Oldham would return to the First Division in the 1990-91 season.

Brett played thirty eight games with Oldham in

his first season there.

Oldham Football Jersey 1989-90

HullKR. Oldham
Red and White jersey Blue and White jersey
Coach: ROGER MILLWARD, MBE Coach: TONY BARROW
DAVID LIGHTFOOT [ DUNCAN PLATT
GARRY CLARK [PB RICHARD IRVING
MIKE FLETCHER [El DESFOY
GREG AUSTIN Wl JOHN HENDERSON
ANTHONY SULLIVAN E8 PAULLORD
MIKE SMITH, Capt. 3l BRETT CLARK
WAYNE PARKER Ml MIKE FORD, Capt.
BRYANNIEBLING M LEO CASEY
CHRISRUDD JCN ANDY RUANE
ASUQUO EMA JOHN FIELDHOUSE
DES HARRISON PAUL ROUND
ANDY THOMPSON CHARLIE McALISTER
PAUL LYMAN RICHARD RUSSELL
JIMMY IRVINE
DAVID BISHOP

Premiership Trophy Second Division Final Program 1989-90




Oldham were back in First Division in the 1990-91 season. It was a tough year for the club and mid-
season after a series of losses, coach Tony Barrow was sacked. Player, John Fieldhouse took over as
interim coach and Oldham started to win a few games including making the semi-final of the Challenge
Cup. However, it wasn’t enough to keep Oldham safely in First Division. By the end of the season,
Oldham was relegated back to the Second Division.

Former Canterbury player Peter Tunks became the Oldham coach in the 1991-92 season. Brett did not
figure in the new coach’s plan and he was told to ring around other clubs and find somewhere to go.
After calling a few clubs he found a new home with Second Division club, Rochedale Hornets.

Brett was with Rochedale for the 1991-92 and 1992-93 seasons. The club had a good year with the
highlight being the final of the Lancashire Cup. Brett noted that Rochedale had a lot of good blokes
and because he had been in England for a few years, he had played against most of them.

Meanwhile the coaching merry-go-round continued with coach Stan Gittings being sacked at the end
of Brett’s first year at Rochedale and then his replacement, Peter Reagan from Queensland being
sacked at the end of the second season. Brett was also struggling with injury in his second year with
Rochedale. He tore a groin muscle and had nine cortisone injections nine weeks in a row to enable
him to play out the season. Rochedale made the Second Division semi-final in 1993-94 with Brett
playing fifty six games for the club over two seasons.

At the end of the season he ended up in hospital for three weeks to repair the groin. Rochedale took
care of Brett’s medical expenses but it was not a good time to suffer a major injury with a new coaching
appointment in the wings. As a result, Rochedale did not sign Brett for the 1993-94 season.

Brett trained in the off season and the groin injury started to come good. He phoned a few clubs and
ended up signing with the Yorkshire team, Hunslet which played in the Second Division. His intention
was to play the one season and retire.

He had no plans to play after his stint with Hunslet and didn’t stay fit in the off season. However at
the start of the 1994-95 season he received a call from the Mayfield club, an amateur side from
Rochedale and was asked if he wanted to play. As Mayfield was an amateur team it would be
necessary for Brett to renounce his professional status. Brett joined Mayfield and interestingly was
given about fifty pounds per game.

Brett played with Mayfield for about three months and was still playing well at the time. The
atmosphere was quite social and he used to arrange beach parties for all of the Australians over there
as Bruiser Clark did when he was at Oldham in 1986.

He had organized this beach party at the Oldham club because he was still friends with a lot of the
people there and that night he got a phone call from Tony Barrow, his former coach at Oldham, who
was now at Swinton. Swinton recently had four of their players sent-off, and one of them was a half
back. Barrow asked Brett if he was interested in playing for Swinton and immediately signed him on a
two year contract.

Brett didn’t see out the full season with Swinton as his mother was ill and he decided to return to
Australia. It ended his time playing in England as well as his “First Class” playing career. His First Class
playing career extended over fourteen seasons including seventy five First Grade premiership games,
one hundred and fifty three English Championship games, fifty three Cup games both in Australia and
England and one tour game against the Australian Kangaroos. His “First Class” appearances total two
hundred and eighty two games.




It should be noted that Brett played one hundred and five English Second Division championship
games. The Record Keepers Club (UK) recognises lower division championship games played by
member clubs as “First Class” due to the robust promotion and relegation system that operates. It is
a similar approach to that which operates in English soccer. The NRL Hall of Fame recognises these
“English First Class” games as does the Protocol adopted by the Australian Rugby League Historians
and Researchers Group.

Brett continued playing after he returned to Australia but there are no comprehensive records of
those matches so we will never quite know what is his cumulative game total.

Brett Clark’s First Class Playing Record
English First Class Games
Rep Opponent 1st Grade English Mid- Chall- John Lanca-

Premiership Championship Week enge Player  shire
Cup Cup Regal Cup
Cup

Wests 0
- - - Wests 12 - 0 - - -
- - - Wests 4 - 1 - - -
- - - Wests 24 - 2 - - -
- - - Wests 13 - 0 - - -
- - - St George 20 - 3 - - -
- - - St George 1 - 1

CLIE Y St Helens Australia 1 - St Helens 23 -

1989-90 - - - - Oldham 27

1990-91 - - - - Oldham 25 -

1991-92 - - - - Rochdale 26 -

1992-93 - - - - Rochdale 23 -
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1994-95 Swinton
Total \ ‘ 153 21 14 11

* Brett Clark played 153 English 1st and 2" Division Championship Games with Five Clubs. These

|
|
|
1993-94 | = - - - Hunslet 21 -
|

are designated as “First Class” games by the Record Keepers Club (UK) and the NRL Hall of Fame.

Brett was never far away from a rugby league field and in 1996 he went back and played for Enfield
Federals, his former junior club in what was the St George A Grade competition. Enfield won the
competition. For Brett, he had won grand finals with Enfield Federals fifteen years apart.

After he finished playing with Enfield, he coached and played with Cronulla-Caringbah and then went
and played for Caringbah De La Salle. A further challenge saw Brett playing for the NSW mid-north
coast team, Nambucca Heads for a season.

In 1999, Brett saw an advertisement in Rugby League Week wanting players for the Perth competition
in Western Australia. He approached the Joondalup club which was very interested. The major sponsor
arranged everything and Brett was on his way from Nambucca Heads on the east coast to Perth on
the other side of the country.

Brett played rugby league in Perth for eleven years. He was fifty years old when he finished playing
rugby league in Perth. He then thought he would try something different and decided to play rugby
union. He was playing second or third grade on Saturdays and then Masters on Sundays. In 2022 at
the age of sixty one, Brett finally retired from all forms of football.




Taipan Terrors Masters Rugby Team 2016
Brett Clark (Front Row, 2" from right)

Brett returned to NSW and is living in Sydney’s western suburbs. He has always enjoyed the mateship
associated with the game and involves himself whether it be at reunions or events supporting the
game. When asked by Daniel Pain in 2018, what hobbies he had. Brett replied, “l don’t really have any,

just footy!”




In recent times, Brett has not had the best of health and has spent some time in hospital. He was able
to attend a recent match at Lidcombe Oval and see his beloved Magpies prevail over the Silvertails.
Many of his former team mates, friends and supporters were there on the day to honour him and wish
him well.

Brett and his Fiancé, Ruth




