Roger Buttenshaw

..... grew up in the Ashfield area and played junior rugby league with the Burwood United club. It is
possible that he played Presidents Cup with Wests but no record has been found. It is possible that he
was confused with his brother John Buttenshaw who did play Presidents Cup with Wests and was
graded in 1957.

Roger was first graded with Newtown in 1954. He warmed the bench for Third Grade initially but was
eventually called into the starting line- up. He played with Newtown from 1954 until 1957 but did not
play First Grade with the ‘Bluebags” as they were called in those days.

An interesting point is that there has been no record of Roger playing with Newtown in 1955. Wests
Archive has a record prepared by Roger which indicated that he played with Coonamble in the central
west of NSW. It is possible that Roger spent the 1955 season with that club.

Roger listed as a reserve with the Newtown Third Grade team. - RLN 17 April 1954

Roger came across to Wests in 1958. He played eleven Third Grade games that year and was a member
of Wests Third Grade premiership team.

RLN October 1958




Wests came from behind to win the grand final against St George 12-11, scoring four tries to one. Nine
members of this team would go on and play First Grade with Wests. The Buttenshaw brothers, Roger
and John at five-eighth and halfback were significant contributors to Wests success on the day.
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Western Suburbs DRLFC 3rd Grade 1958 Premiers
Back: Kevin Ryan, John Conna, John Taunton, Garry Russell, George Downie, Joe Ryan
Front: Dave Barsley, Peter Bowne, John Buttenshaw, Brian Isaac (C), Roger Buttenshaw, Jim Chapman, Max Carter,
Ball Boy: Marty Driscoll




In 2018 on the 60 anniversary of the grand final win, Wests celebrated the achievement of the
1958 Third Grade team at the annual Pratten Park Magpies reunion.

L to R: Roger Buttenshaw, Don Williams, Dave Barsley and George Downie
Roger talking about the 1958 Third Grade Grand Final at the 60t anniversary of that historic match. — PPM 2018

In 1959, Roger became a regular member of Wests Reserve Grade team. It was also the year that he
made his First Grade debut. After playing in the top grade in a Country Carnival match, Roger made
his First Grade debut in round thirteen against Souths.

WESTERN WESTERN
LB 1959 Round 13 Monday 15th June Cricket Ground SUBURBS
South Sydney 18 def. Western Suburbs 13

Alan FLOCKTON Fullback Darcy RUSSELL

Stan MARTIN Wing lan MOIR

Eric SLADDEN Centre Don MALONE

Arthur LANG Centre Dick POOLE (c)

Dale PUREN Wing Peter DIMOND

Ron WALLACE Five-eighth Roger BUTTENSHAW

Col DONOHOE Half Keith HOLMAN

John SHEARER Lock Kel O'SHEA

Fred NELSON Second Row Jack BOWMAN

John COTTEE Second Row John CONNA

Charlie GIBSON Front Row George DOWNIE

Les BROACH Hooker Bede GOFF

Bernie PURCELL (c) Front Row Bill CARSON

Roger Buttenshaw’s First Grade Debut - Round Thirteen 15 June 1959




Wests Archive has recorded the following notes on this game;

“Wests fielded a reshuffled team for this match. lan Moir and Harry Wells had played for Australia on
the Saturday against New Zealand and Wells, with a bruised thigh, couldn’t back up. Darcy Henry was
also still injured and was replaced by Roger Buttenshaw. Nev Charlton was also out but Peter Dimond
made a return after a broken jaw. O’Shea, back from a bout of pneumonia, was Wests’ best forward.
Souths finished strongly, scoring a match-winning try only a minute from full-time. Darcy Russell only
kicked two goals from eight attempts which was also a factor in the loss.” Source:
westsarchives.com.au

Roger returned to Reserve Grade but was recalled to First Grade in round seventeen and played out
the season there including the two finals matches that Wests contested. A report in the Sydney
Morning Herald referred to him as a former Presidents Cup junior however no record has been found
of Roger playing Presidents Cup.

The report also noted that he was a solid player who has worked well with halfback Keith Holman.

Buttenshaw, former Presi-
dent’s Cup junior, is a solid
player who has worked well
with Keith Holm#n,

SMH 27 July 1959

Keith Holman passes the ball to his new five-eighth partner, Roger Buttenshaw - SMH 31 July 1959




Wests finished the regular season in second position behind a dominant and undefeated St George
but well ahead of the other semi-final contenders, Manly and Newtown.

Roger was playing well and although relatively inexperienced he was noted for his strong defence
which would be needed against a powerful St George team and opposing five-eighth, Brian Clay.
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Roger played in the 25-35 major semi-final loss to St George and then lined up in the preliminary final
against Manly. It wasn’t Wests year with a 13-14 loss which ended the Magpies season. Roger was
injured during this game and rather than going off and leaving the team a man short, he moved out
to the wing with Darcy Henry coming in to the five-eighth position.
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—
0 minutes each way. Time off for Injuries. COPYRIGHT SYDNEY (Rl( KET GROUND
EIRST GRABE. ey ol e e FIRST GRADE ~ “GNG™ S Syt
(Maroon and White) (Mlack and White)
} L Whute, n.u V) (Black ann' \"hitc_) Coach: K. ARTHURSON, et Conch: V. NEY,
Conch: K. KEARNEY, o Corch: V. HEY, |—Ron WH,LEY (C) $ D‘r‘y RUSSELL—‘
2 Three-quariers:
[ Rran CRACAM S U o suarr RUSIREL 5—George HUGO lan MOIR—2
2—Eddie LUMSDEN lan MOIR—2 4—Bill 'LLOYD (C,) Dick POOLE—3
4—John RILEY (C.) Dick POOLE—3 3—Kevin MOSMAN Harry WELLS—4
20—»Rc.g CASNIER Harry WELLS—4 15—Len WADLING R Darcy HENRY—5
5—Brian MESSITER Darcy HENRY—5 14—AIf MADDEN Roger BUTTENSHAW—6
Flye-sighths Halves:
6—Brian CLAY “™Roger BUTTENSHAW—6 19—Peter BURKE i Keith HOLMAN—7
Halves = Forwarda:
7—Bob BUGDEN Keith HOLMAN—7 8—|im PEEBLES Buddy BOWMAN—8
Forwards: 9—Pecter DIVERSI Ron McDERMOTT—9
15—]John RAPER Buddy BOWMAN—8 11—Rex MOSSOP : Bill CARSON—10
9—Norm PROVAN Bill CARSON—9 13—Roy BULL Mark PATCH—I1
10—Monty PORTER Kel O’SHEA—10 12—CGeorge LENON Bede GOFF—12
11—Bill WILSON Mark PATCH—11 22—Bill DELAMERE Nev CHARLTON—13
12—Ken KEARNEY Bede GOFF—I12 Reserves e m v
13—Harry BATH Nev CHARLTON=15 J§ | * @il k Yoo 23, i kv £ Dleced, & Bewnl
Major Semi-Final 1959 Preliminary Final 1959

It wasn’t the result that Wests were looking for but the season did provide the opportunity for a
number of young talented player to gain First Grade experience.




During the year we had several younger players who came
through our Junior ranks and showed quite a lot of promise, namely,
Joe Ryan, George Downie, Roger Buitenshaw, John Mowbray and
Dave Bardsley. These players, together with several other lads who
showed outstanding football ability, should enable us to build a good
Reserve and Third Grade side in the coming season.

Wests Annual Report 1959

After playing commitments were over in 1959, Wests First Grade team went on an end of season trip
to Lismore where they were hosted by former First Grade player and coach, Paddy Bugden.

Western Suburbs DRLFC End of Season Trip to Lismore NSW 1959
Standing: R Lagettie (driver), P Dimond, G Downie, R Buttenshaw, B McCabe (Manager), B Quigley, D Russell, R McDermott,
J Ryan, R Poole (Captain), H Lane (Selector), J Conna, G Ackerling (Visitor), R Bernasconi (Visitor),
B Bowman, L Moses (Secretary-Manager), S Mannix (Committeeman)
Centre: R Grimson (Trainer), B Kelly, D Henry, ] Dawson,
Front: M Patch, S Sudlow, K Holman, P Bugden (Richmond, Patron), K Bray

Roger was in great form at the start of 1960. Arguably it would be his best season at the club. He was
Wests first choice five-eighth for the first five rounds keeping Arthur Summons in Reserve Grade.

Wests' selectors for the
Monday game at Pratten
Park with Parramatta have
T =C c-eighth
uttenshaw f{o former

. - m

SMH 20 April 1960




FIRST GRADE

WESTS

(Mack and White)

1—Darcy RUSSELL

2—lan MOIR
3—Harry WELLS
4--Dicky POOLE (C.)
S5~~Petar DIMOND

6—Roger BUTTENSHAW

coryYmicanry

FRATTEN FARK
April 25, 1D .

Full-backs

Brian COX--1

Bill LOCKETT—-2

Keith GRIFFITHS—20
Martin CALLAGHER—4
Kevin HOLE--5

Ron BODEN (C.)—6

Thiee-guariers

Five-eightha

Halves
7—Keith HOLMAN » Robin GAIR—7
Forwarda
8-—Doug JONES Rod BLUNDELL--8
9-—Bill CARSON Matt JOHNSTON-—9
10—Kel O'SHEA Nocl CORNWALL-—-10
11-—GCeorge DOWNIE Roy FISHER--11
12--Bede COFF Bill RAYNER-—-12
13—Neville CHARLTON Lindsay ARMOUR-—13
T G Pis T G o 0
Relferve l:—..\ii;l_l'i.l.%.(.l.\ ;;m_t;Jud(rr J. Martin (Red); G, Nedger (Iue),

RESERVE GRADE—2 p.m.
WESTERN SUBURBS
(Black and White)

Full-back
TRk, BHAY (C)

Thres-quarten

18 KELLY D BARSLEY w5
3., RYAN W. BROWN -4
Halves
A, SUMMONS D. MALONY -3

Forwands
Beel. BOWMAN
190G, RUSSELL
13W. OWENS

d. CONNA-D
D, MEANEY 11
J. DAWSON—I12

RESERVE GRADE—2 p.m.
PARRAMATTA

{Royal Biue and Gold)
,'l:"-!f.\l'h
D, MOORE (C))
Three«quarters:
1. MOORE W, FATTERNON -2
I5=M. HENRGMAN A, SMITIL-29
18—=A, LOKIMER (One 0 be amilied)

Halves
BeS. GOODWIN A, WATKINS -2

Forwards:
24J. PATTERSON
T, THOMAS C
MAVIN

V. GAVIN M
PRITCHARD -7

- K. HARRINON %

Roger Buttenshaw, first choice five-eighth with Arthur Summons in Reserve Grade — Round Four 1960

However, in the round five match against Manly, Roger injured his ribs which saw him on the sidelines
for several weeks. This gave Arthur Summons the opportunity to embed his position in the First Grade

team.
Wests ﬂvc-cighlhm
Buttenshaw, who ha
tured rib, will be out for two
weeks.,

SMH 5 May 1960




Roger returned to First Grade for the round thirteen game against Parramatta and played four more
games before breaking his thumb. It was reported that Roger would be sidelined for the remainder of
the season.
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Western Suburbs Rugby League team yesterday
lost fu, ck-and-goal-kieker Darcy Russell and five-
eighth Ro or the match against St.
George day.

Russell has a badly bruised shoulder and a minor
dislocation.

Buttenshaw, who has a broken thumb will not play again this
season.

SMH 26 July 1960

St George once again finished as minor premiers with Wests, Easts Canterbury and Balmain all
finishing in equal second position. This forced a series of play-offs which saw Wests play Easts in the
preliminary final with the winner to play St George in the grand final.

Bill Brown played at five-eighth during the semi-final play-offs but Roger Buttenshaw was called into
the team for the crucial preliminary final against Easts. Wests unfortunately lost the preliminary final
15-20 after earlier defeating the same team in the play-off series.

Dimond,. Buttensliawl
Back In Wests® Side

By TOM GOODMAN

Wutem Suburbs Rugby League CI ' ight satisfied
that winger Peter Dimond and five-eighth Roger Buttenshaw, h;a h:ve beli:;n::::v;
action for some weeks, are fit to play inst Easts at the S.C.G.

on Saturday. .

SMH 24 August 1960




Three recently injured Wests players, Peter Dimond, Roger Buttenshaw and Bede Goff back at training and ready for the
semi-final against Easts - SMH 26 August 1960
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Roger Buttenshaw, Bill Tonkin, Dave Barsley, Dick See (Easts), and Keith Holman — Preliminary Final SCG 1960

The 1961 season saw a change in the halves at Wests. Arthur Summons moved to halfback and Keith
Holman moved from halfback to five-eighth. While Roger bested Arthur Summons in 1960, it was an
even bigger challenge to replace Keith Holman at five-eighth. Needless to say that Roger played much
of the 1960 season in Reserve Grade. Roger did make three First Grade appearances.

Bede Goff, Alan Mason, Dave Barsley, Roger Buttenshaw, Bobby Mara and Kel O’Shea - Round Fifteen 1961




as_the team’s regular five-
cighth last year, has been
promoted to take Holman's

place.

Round Thirteen - SMH 14 July 1961

It was still a positive year for Roger as he captained Wests Reserve Grade team to a premiership in
1961.

NEW SOUTH WALES RUGBY
FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Grand Final Reserve Gade Premiership

at

HENSON PARK
SATURDAY, 23rd SEPT., 1961

Western Suburbs DRLFC Reserve Grade 1961 - Premiers
Back: D Hall, ] Ryan M Patch, B Kowald, D Wilson, G Russell
Sitting: E Foster, ] Dawson, D Malone, R Buttenshaw (C), R McGuiness, N Dhu, N Trevena
Ball Boy: B White




m. GRAND FINAL HENSON FPARK
®* COPYRIGHT Scptlember 23, 1961 3 p..

(Black and White) (Maroon and White)

Coach: DUDLEY BEGER Coach: NEVILLE PIERCE
Full-backs:
30—Noel TREVENA Des HORTON—31
Three-quar :
21—John MOWBRAY e Billy LECKIE—42
31—Norm DHU Terry McGOVERN—15
18—Joe RYAN Frank STANTON—4
50—Ted FOSTER Len WADLING—I18
(One to be omitted) Arch FOY___ZB
Five-eighths:
22—Roger BUTTENSHAW (C.) Ron MADGE—30
Halves:
23—Don MALONE i Bob LENON (C.)—7
Forwards:

53—Don HALL Jim PEEBLES—21
25—Garry RUSSELL Reg CHRISTIE—50
29—Doug WILSON Allan HAWTHORNE—24
27—Mark PATCH Bernie CUNEO—13
16—John DAWSON Kevin NECUS—12
48—Brian KOWALD Neil BERTOLI—36
Reserves: R, McGuinness 36, R, Wilson Reserves: Ray McPherson 17, Ron Walker

17, C, Ross 33, G. Downije 41, J. Cody 22, George Mullins 37,

39, D. White 24,

Reserve Grade Grand Final 1961

Roger Buttenshaw nominated winning and captaining Wests 1961 grand final team as one of two
highlights of his playing career.

HIGHLIGHTS OF

BeIVS. Copferw WinvwInG RESERUS G hoss
&1dz 1964, Plryswc RGRspih EFclonwd 1966

YOUR PLAYING CAREER: .

Notes from Roger Buttenshaw — Source: Wests Archive

At the start of 1962 Wests selectors made some unusual decisions in grading players for the start of
the premiership competition. In particular former First Grade players Ken Bray and Roger Buttenshaw
were chosen in the Third Grade team. This caused some disquiet in the playing ranks and both Bray
and Buttenshaw asked to be placed on the transfer list.
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Roger was not transferred and did play one Third Grade game in 1962. He was once again a regular
member of the Reserve Grade team. He captained the Reserve Grade team to a second successive
grand final but fell short with a 0-19 loss to St George.

Western Suburbs DRLFC Reserve Grade Grand Finalists 1962
Back: B Henderson, R McLaughlin, D White, G Downie, D Hall, J Ryan, W Martin, B Kowald
Sitting: R McGuiness, W Hinkley, C Ross, R Buttenshaw (C), ] Mowbray, K Gentles, W Brown
Ball Boy: J Beaver

GRI_\.\'D Figl\l:
35 minutes each way. Time off for Injuries
RESERVE GRADE : o cptonir 33 1067 oo 198 g
(Black and White) (White, Red V)
Coach: DUDLEY BEGER Coach: SID RYAN
Full-backs:
30—Ken BRAY : Peter DICKENSON—28
™ ~gquarters:
17—John MOWBRAY ™™ johnny GREAVES—16
18—Bill BROWN Bill SMITH—31
22— Rob McGUINNESS Dave BROWN—4%
20—Joe RYAN Brian JAMES—18
Five-cighths:
35—Roger BUTTENSHAW (c.)  Johnny STATHERS—17
Halves:
33—Carl ROSS e Dennis O'BRYAN—7
Forwarda:
24—Don HALL Ken POTTER—22
25—Don WHITE George TAYLSFORTH—A48
38—Bob McLAUGHLIN Bob LAIRD—24
10—Garry RUSSELLL Keith GLEN—27
39— Wal HINKLEY Peter ARMSTRONG (C.)—26
28— George DOWNIE Alan McRITCHIE—52
Bill Martin 19, Brian Henderson l;.lwm: W. Yeomans 30, M, Clee 33,

Reserve Grade Grand Final Teams 1962

Roger did play three First Grade games during the 1962 season. He was an experienced and capable
First Grade replacement.




SMH 4 July 1962

By 1963, Roger’s career was starting to wind down.

team and was called upon to play two First Grade
again limit his time on the field.

He remained a key member of the Reserve Grade
games during the season. However, injury would

shaw was ¢
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Reserve-grader,
uttenshaw, who
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SMH 15 May 1963

Roger played his last season with Wests in 1964. It

SMH 27 May 1963

was a relatively successful and fitting way to end a

distinguished career with the club. He played in the pre-season cup competition in which Wests made
the finals. He also replaced an injured captain, Arthur Summons for the first two competition rounds.
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SMH 1 April 1964

He was called up into First Grade late in the season, playing four games, the last being in round
seventeen which resulted in a 22-16 win against Canterbury.

Roger Buttenshaw was with Wests for seven seasons. He played twenty nine First Grade, seventy

four Reserve Grade, fifteen Third Grade and four P

re Season Cup games as well as one Country

Carnival game for a total of one hundred and twenty three games in all grades. He scored fourteen
tries and kicked two goals for a total of forty six points in all grades.




Roger Buttenshaw’s Playing Record at Wests

2nd 3rd Pre- AMPOL | Country Tries Goals Field Total
Grade | Grade Season Cup Carnival Goals Points
I Cup R
11

16

After retiring from Sydney premiership rugby league, Roger moved to the north west of NSW to pursue
his profession as a Stock and Station Agent. He initially played with the Boggabri rugby league club
and from there was selected in the Northern Division team to play the touring Great Britain team in
1966.

| LIONS TOUR 1966

LORTHERN pivisioN 15-13 uoNs

TEAMS
Wayne PECKHAM FB 2 Arthur KEEGAN
Dan SHEARER W 3 William BURGESS
Ken THOMPSON @& 5 Geoff SHELTON
William BISCHOFF JNR (c) Gl 7 lan BROOKE
Don PASCOE W 10 Geoff WRIGGLESWORTH
Roger BUTTENSHAW FE 12 Willie ASPINALL
R THOMAS HB 13 Carl DOOLER
Pat KELLY FR 20 Geoff CREWDSON
G BARNETT HK 18 Colin CLARKE
John LOVE FR 15 Ken ROBERTS (c)
Nev NOTT 2R 21 Bill RAMSEY
Bill McCARTHY 2R 24  Terry FOGERTY
Trevor BARNES L 25 Dave ROBINSON
Laurie IRWIN B
N BUCKLEY

Northern Division v Great Britain 1966

The match against Great Britain was a tough battle with Northern Division coming out winners 15-13.
The game would be the second highlight of Roger Buttenshaw’s rugby league career.




England beaten in savage
game at Tamworth
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SMH 27 June 1966

No further record has been found of Roger Buttenshaw playing rugby league. He started playing
grade rugby league in 1954 and his final First Class game was played in 1966.

Roger Buttenshaw’s First Class Playing Record

Rep
Team

Rep
Opponent

1st Grade
Premiership

Pre-Season Mid-Week

Northern Div Great Britain

Roger played thirty four First Class games comprising of twenty nine First Grade and four Pre Season
Cup games as well as one International Tour game. It was an exceptional record considering that he




played through Wests golden era of the late 1950’s and early 1960’s and was mainly competing against
Arthur Summons and Keith Holman for a First Grade position.

Roger settled in the nearby town of Gunnedah and in 1972 and 1973 he coached the Gunnedah rugby
league team to grand final appearances. The team were runners-up in 1972 but the following year
they won the grand final and were awarded the prestigious Clayton Cup for the most outstanding
Country rugby league team that year. Roger was made a life member of the Gunnedah rugby league
club.

The 1973 team had some outstanding players that went on to greater achievements. One of those
players was an eighteen year old John Donnelly who would soon after join Wests and ultimately play
for Australia.

At a reunion of the 1973 team, former player and current Redcliffe Dolphins Chairman, Robert Jones
noted that; “Roger Buttenshaw was the ideal coach — he knew the game backwards and had the ability
to draw the best out of his players.”

Gunnedah Rugby League Team 1973 - Group 4 Premiers and Clayton Cup Winners
Back: Neville Launt (Strapper), Derek Lucas, Roger Gawthorne, Gary Scovell, Don Pascoe, John Donnelly, John Rennick,
John Lennan (Manager)

Middle: Neville Bayliss (Secretary), Ray Smith, Merv Turner, Roger Buttenshaw (Coach), Paul Hassab (C), Barry Tydd (President),
Ivan Wheeler, Hilary Daley
Front: Peter Wilkins, Robert Jones, Vern Bartlett, A Rennick (Ball Boy), Robert Miller, Richard Gallen, Ken McKenzie

Gunnedah remained Roger’s home for the remainder of his life. However he was also a regular
attendee at Wests reunions where he enjoyed catching up with former team mates.

Roger died at Gunnedah on 5 March 2025




Don Parish, Harry Wells, Roger Buttenshaw and Billy Martin.

Roger and Mates at a Wests Reunion




