Bernie Kelly

was an adventurous youngster. As a toddler while living at Rankin Springs he swallowed a peanut

which lodged in his lungs. He had to be transported to Sydney to have the peanut removed by a

bronchoscope.

However it was in 1942 when he was just five years old that he showed exceptional bravery. The family

were living at Illabo when his eighteen month old

brother Terry wandered on to the railway tracks.

The Riverina Express was fast approaching and realising the danger, Bernie raced fifty yards to pull
young Terry to safety just before the express train raced past.

Bernie wasn’t afraid. He weighed up the situation, used his judgement and took decisive action. It
would be an attribute that would be useful later on playing First Grade rugby league in Sydney

JUNEE, Friday.—Bernje Kelly, b,
saved his brother Terry, 18 months,
from being run over loday by the
Riverina express,

He pulled Terry from the line when
the engine was only 40 yards away,
’t‘ravemng between and 60 miles an

our,

Terry wandered on to the main
southern line from Iils home at Illabo,
10 miles from Junee, and began o play
in the middle of the track,

Bernle saw his brother on the line
Just as be heard the whistle of the
eXPress,

50 Yards Race

He raced 50 yards along the line and
pulled Terry with him against some
stationary trucks on the adjolning ralls,

When Bernle began the race to
T 's ald, another brother, Philip,
4, tried to keep up with him, but was
soon left behind,

|ex ress was coming.”

Phillp was dregged to safely
man named Gardiner, who had
fo the children’s aid.

Mr. and Mrs. P J, Kelly, parents
of the boys, saw the incident, but were
too far away to he)Y.

Mr, Kelly did not know what had
happened to the chlldren til] the ex-
press passed.

Mrs. Kelly watched Bernie for about
25 yards of his run and then fainted,

Bernle sald to his father later: "I
was'l frightened, dad. Terry might
have been,

“I knew {f T didn’t pul] him off the
line he would gel hit, The real fast

a

rée year: avo 8 peanul jodged in
le's lungs.
He was brought to BSydney from
Rankin's Springs and the peanut was
removed by a bronchoscope.

Daily Telegraph 16 May 1942

There is no record of Bernie Kelly playing rugby league in his formative years. He arrived at Wests in
1958 just before his twenty first birthday. He clearly had ability as he was selected in Wests Reserve
Grade team for the opening premiership match against Souths. Peter Dimond and Johnny Thompson

were the First Grade wingers on that day.

RESERVE GRADE
SOUTH SYDNEY
(Red and Green)
Full-back:
17—A. FLOCKTON
Three-quarters:
. TURNER N. RYAN-—-31
. McWILLIAMS V. MOSSMAN—20
Halves:
. BUTLER N. TURNER—23
Forwards:
. COWIE C. GIBSON—26
. CHRISTIE T. COCKING—27
. MURRAY (c¢.) J. HALL—29

April 7, 1958

WESTERN SUBURBS
(Black and White)
Full-back:
14—C. WELLS
Three-quarters:
KELLY B. ISAACS—16
MALONE B. OWENS—18

Halves:
SUDLOW E. JOHNSON—20
Forwards:
MIDSON B. RASMUSSEN-—22
SHANNON R. WATSON (c.)—24
DUNN J. TAUNTON—26

2.60 p.m.

15—B.

17—D.
19—R.
21—L.
23—B.

25—R.

Wests Reserve Grade Team - Round One 1958




Bernie started to make a mark when he was selected to represent Wests in the John Dynon Rugby
League sprint championships conducted at half time in the NSW v Queensland match at the SCG.

May 24-25, 1958

BIG SPRINT
STARTS TODAY

First heat of the John Dyunon
Rugby League sprint championship
to be decided to-day has drawn a
very hot field.

The championship, carrying £500
in prizes, is to be conducted in
heats of eight runners.

Each heat is over 110 yards and
runners must be registered Rugby
League playvers and competitors
must wear regulation football gear
including boots.

The draw for the first heat, to be
run during the interval of to-day's
interstate match, is:

DALE PUREN (South Sydney) 21

BERNIE KELLY (Wests) . 15
RAY PRESTON (P’'matta) 5

LAURIE McMAHON (N'town) 5
BRIAN ALLSOP (Easts) 9
EDDIE LUMSDEN (St. Geo.) 2
RAY CARDILINI (Norths) 15
KEN PEET (Canterbury) 18

He may not have won the sprint series but the next day Bernie was called into Wests First Grade team
when captain Harry Wells withdrew. Peter Dimond moved to the centres and Bernie replaced Dimond
on the wing. It was a successful debut with Wests defeating Balmain who would go on to play in the
final series that year.

WESTERN
1958 Round 7 Sunday 25th May Leichhardt Oval SUBURBS
Western Suburbs 20 def. Balmain 7
Darcy RUSSELL Fullback Frank DRAKE
Barry OWEN Wing Des HORNE
Don MALONE Centre Billy BISCHOFF
Peter DIMOND Centre Geoff HAWKEY
Bernie KELLY Wing Clarrie RUMPH
Colin WELLS Five-eighth Arthur LORIMER
Keith HOLMAN (c) Half Brian STAUNTON (c)
Doug JONES Lock Kevin SMYTH
Bill CARSON Second Row Billy TONKIN
Jack BOWMAN Second Row Danny JOHNSTON
Mark PATCH Front Row Don AMOS
Bede GOFF Hooker Joe KEIGHRAN
Nev CHARLTON Front Row Billy MARSH

Bernie Kelly’s First Grade Debut — Round Seven 1958

Harry Wells returned to the First Grade team the following week and Bernie would have to wait for
another opportunity in the top team. That came in round eleven when Wests played St George in a
top of the table clash. Wests had Keith Holman, Harry Wells and Peter Dimond in Brisbane with the
NSW team, so the back line was disrupted. Nevertheless Wests gave a good account of themselves
going down 18-24 to a tough Dragons outfit.




Bernie Kelly (Wests) tackling Billy Bischoff (Balmain) in his First Grade Debut Match

Bernie had clearly impressed the Wests selectors and he remained in the First Grade team for the
remainder of the season. By 1958 Wests were referred to as the “millionaires” as they had boosted
the ranks with some astute buys in the off season. Competition for First Grade positions was acute
and that showed in results on the paddock. Wests finished second on the competition ladder behind
St George which earned the team a position in the major semi-final.

Wests had plenty of talent but lacked experience in semi-final football. Bernie was one of five Wests
players that would be making their initial First Grade semi-final appearance.

Five Wests Players to Play Their Initial First Grade Semi-Final v St George 1958
L to R: Peter Dimond, Bede Goff, Doug Jones, Don Malone and Bernie Kelly




Wests coach Vic Hey used Peter Dimond strategically to take it up to St George in the major semi-final
which delivered a comprehensive 34-10 to Wests. Bernie Kelly contributed to the scoreline with a try.
The win by Wests saw the team go straight to the grand final.

A photo opportunity the week before the grand final saw a number of Wests players join some local
youngsters for a game of cricket at Ashfield Park. In the photo Nev Charlton is batting with Doug Jones
as wicketkeeper and Bernie Kelly fielding at short-leg.

SMH 10 September 1958

The two teams met again in the grand final and the tables were turned with St George coming out
victors 20-9. Wests couldn’t match the Dragons in the decider. In a tough match Bernie Kelly was
knocked out and had to leave the field in the first half to seek attention for concussion before returning
to the field in the second half. Under today's protocols a player would not have been allowed to return
to the field.

FIRST GRADE COPYRIGHT. ‘Augnes 2o 158 Crog pm 48, minuies cach wuy. Xhiss of”for Injucie.
.BECOND SEMI-FINAL s 5 FIRST GRADE G:«:::m:\an ss::g: 'f{ ;:;;l‘cm:r Gm:“::
- 'B
(White, Red V) : (Black and White) m mgx_mm
: Full-backs: 2 Full-backs:
1—Brian GRAHAM Darcy RUSSELL—1 1—Brian GRAHAM o Darcy RUSSELL—1
Three-quarters: - Three-quarters: 3
2—Eddie LUMSDEN i Don MALONE—2 S Bernic KELLY—2
4—Geoff WEEKES Harry WELLS (C.)—3 15 i ST s i Harry WELLS(C.)—3
3—Jack FIFIELD Peter DIMOND—4 4—Geoff WEEKES Peter DIMOND—4
17—Brian MESSITER Bernie KELLY—5 17—Brian MESSITER Don MALONE—5
Five-eighths: Five-cighths:
6—Peter CARROLL Darcy HENRY—6 6—Peter CARROLL Darcy HENRY—6
7—Bob BUGDEN  Keith HOLMAN—7 7—Bob BUGDEN B Keith HOLMAN—7
8—Brian CLAY 3 Doug JONES—8 8—Brian CLAY U o be costledy Doug JONES—8
9—Norm PROVAN Kel O’SHEA—9 | [53—Peter PROVAN e
10—Harry BATH . Bill CARSON—I1Off | 3—Nerm FROVAN Bill CARSON—10
11—Kevin BROWN Mark PATCH—11] |73 —Montv PO Nev CHARLTON—11
12—Ken KEARNEY (Capt.) Bede GOFF—12 12—Ken KEARNEY (Capt.) Bede GOFF—12
13—Bill WILSON : Nev CHARLTON—I13] [|13—Bii WiLSON Mark PATCH—13
R jack THOMPSON—14l Ir . o e = e
Buddy BOWMAN—I5 Beferce: D. LAWLER. ____ Touch Judges: B Cummins (Bed): G. Taylor (Blue).

Programs for Major Semi Final and Grand Final 1958 (RLN)




Western Suburbs DRLFC First Grade 1958 Runners Up
Back: Buddy Bowman, Doug Jones, Nev Charlton, Bill Carson, Mark Patch, Darcy Russell
Front: Peter Dimond, Darcy Henry, Bede Goff, Harry Wells, Bernie Kelly, Keith Holman, Don Malone

Wests continued its buying spree in 1959 with the inclusion of Dick Poole and lan Moir into an
already crowded and talented backline. Bernie Kelly started the season in fine form but injury
interrupted his season which saw him playing only ten First Grade games. Wests went on to make
the final series but were bundled out by Manly in a 13-14 preliminary final loss.

Bernie Kelly Coming in to Support a Team Mate 1959




Western Suburbs DRLFC - First Grade 1959
Back: Peter Dimond, Harry Wells, Kel O'Shea, Nev Charlton, Mark Patch, Darcy Russell, Keith Holman, Bill Carson
Front: Buddy Bowman, Doug Jones, Bernie Kelly, Darcy Henry, Bede Goff, lan Moir

Western Suburbs DRLFC End of Season Trip to Lismore NSW 1959
Standing: R Lagettie (driver), P Dimond, G Downie, R Buttenshaw, B McCabe (Manager), B Quigley, D Russell, R McDermott,
J Ryan, R Poole (Captain), H Lane (Selector), J Conna, G Ackerling (Visitor), R Bernasconi (Visitor),
B Bowman, L Moses (Secretary-Manager), S Mannix (Committeeman)
Centre: R Grimson (Trainer), B Kelly, D Henry, ] Dawson,
Front: M Patch, S Sudlow, K Holman, P Bugden (Richmond, Patron), K Bray

Bernie battled to regain his First Grade position in 1960 but it was no easy task with Peter Dimond and
lan Moir playing well on the wings, with Dave Barsley and later in the season, John Mowbray making




their claims. Bernie played three First Grade games in 1960, the last being in a round thirteen match
against Parramatta in the unfamiliar position of centre.

In the Parramatta match Bernie partnered Dick Poole in the centres with Peter Dimond and Dave
Barsley on the wings. He played particularly well scoring two tries but also suffered a serious knee
injury. He bravely played out the game but was hampered throughout the second half. It would be his
last game for Wests.

., it was centre
Bernie | Kelly who gave

tta most trouble but
he was injured near half-
time and though he returned
and played on the wing he
was still hampered by the
injury.

SMH 3 July 1960

With a further influx of talent in 1961, Wests cut a number of players from its roster one of whom was
Bernie Kelly. A transfer fee of 250 pounds was placed on Bernie. It was not an unusual occurrence in
the 1960’s but it did lead to some difficulty for players to continue their career. The NSW rugby league
had an appeal process and Bernie was one of several players that lodged an appeal.

Woests also placed a £2‘50
transfer fee
grade wingef Bernie Kclly

SMH 17 March 1961

-

The qualifications commit
tee dismissed the appeals of
two plavers who asked to b
placed on the transfer list

They are Kevin
Canterbury, and

of Western

.
-

SMH 25 April 1961

The appeal by Bernie was dismissed however a deal was done whereby he transferred to the Quirindi
club in his former home town. Bernie’s father was the Station Master at Quirindi and it was likely that
this eased his move to the town.

Bernie Kelly played with Wests for three seasons. He played twenty three First Grade and twenty five
Reserve Grade games as well as the one Country Carnival match for a total of forty nine games in all
grades. He scored fourteen tries in all grades for a total of forty two points. He played with Wests
when it became a force in the Sydney competition in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s. Bernie
competed at the highest level with some of the best players in the game for a First Grade position.




Bernie Kelly’s Playing Record at Wests

Grade Grade Season Carnival Points

2nd 3rd Pre- Country Tries Goals Total
Cup

Bernie Kelly’s First Class Playing Record

Opponent Rep 1st Grade Pre-
Games Premiership Season

Bernie Kelly played with Quirindi for two seasons. In his first year with the club he was selected to play
for Country Seconds against City Seconds. His opposite number in that game was his former Wests

team mate and captain, Harry Wells.

COPYRIGHT SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND
June 3, 1961 1.40 p.m.

 SYDNEY 11§ COUNTRY I

(Blue and Gold) (Maroon and Gold)
Full-backs:
16—Don PARISH (Ws) (S. Newcastle) | es JOHNS—14
Three-quarters:
17—Dudley TOWERS (Newt.) (Ballina) Brian ADAM—15
18—Bill RONEY (ES) (Wollongong) Bob HAY—16
I9—Harry WELLS (W.s) (Quirindi) Bernie KELLY—17
20—Bob LANDERS (EsS.) (Lithgow) Greg McMILLAN—18
ve-ecighths:

21—Bill McNAMARA (Esfi(Pt. Kembla) Bob BENNETT (C.)—19
22— Arthur SUMMONS (WS, (Neweastie) Neville HANNAH—20

Forw. -
23— Jack SINCLAIR (MW, (Neweastie) Norm WILKINSON—21
24— Ron LYNCH (Parra) (Nowra) John OAKLEY—22
25_Brian HAMBLY (Parra.) (Peak Hill) George SM'TH_23
26—Rex MOSSOP (C.) (M.-W.) (Junce) Bob THOMPSON—24
27—Fred ANDERSON (C-B)  (Wollongong) Ted JOHNSON—25

28— Ron POTTER (N.Syd) (Dubbo) Athol CURRY—26
29— Robin GAIR (Parra) ' (Neweastle) Bruce MIDDLEBY—27
30— Frank STANTON (M.-W.) (Coolah) Bob HANSON—28
31—Ed MAY (N.Syd,) (Grenfel) Robin GOURLEY—29
32— Harry RAVEN (Bal) (Gloucester) Joe SMITH—30

Country Seconds v City Seconds 1961




In 1963, Bernie moved on to the Guyra Rugby league team which played in the Group 5 competition.
He was with Guyra for two seasons and played in two consecutive grand finals. The Guyra team were
runners-up on both occasions going down to Warialda who were on a roll of six straight premierships.

IH"{ i/}:/al :nuu.‘:.‘:'.ml;u{lﬂm1 HRSI'GRA"[ GI{ANI] HNAI,
NSW. CREL
Group V Grand Finals iR
Playod ot the Oval Warkll = | el e G“.Y_.RA
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5. Lionell Locke, 5. Don Davies,
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B E . Harold Rolfe. 7. Colin Lofts.
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Group 5 - A Grade Grand Final 1963

Guyra Rugby League A Grade — Runners-up 1964
Back: Barry Ferney (Captain-Coach), Barry Payne, John Bowen, Ron Murray, Bob McKay, Pat Hoffman, Ron Ruming
Front: Mick Starr, Mick Flanagan, Bernie Kelly, Don Woods, Norm Simpson, Barry Greaves, Colin Lofts, Barry Campbell

No further record has been found of Bernie Kelly playing rugby league after 1964. By the early 1970’s
Bernie had moved to the northern NSW town of Glen Innes and remained there for some time.

Bernie Kelly died in January 2026.




