
Ray Morris 

..... played with Wests in Reserve Grade as early as 1925, following a very successful President's Cup 
campaign. Records compiled for Ray Morris in 1925 and 1926 appear to have inaccuracies, so the 
total number of games that he played will be uncertain.  
 
The Wests records indicate that there was an A Morris that played five Reserve Grade games in 1925 
but an article in the Daily Telegraph from August 1933 indicated that Ray took part in eight Reserve 
Grade games.  
 
There is little question that it was Ray Morris that played with Wests Reserves that year and not A 
Morris. The discrepancy in game numbers could be attributed to some of these games being League 
Cup games.  
 
League Cup games would not have been counted as Grade competition games. Likewise, the same 
news article indicates that Ray played seventeen Third Grade games in 1926. The reporting on these 
games in the mid 1920's was sporadic at best, and they are not included in Wests official records. 
Therefore it is likely that Ray had played more games for Wests than previously realised. An article in 
the Daily Telegraph in August 1933 gave an account of Ray's early football career.  
 

 
Daily Telegraph 12 August 1933 

                        

 
Western Suburbs DRLFC President's Cup Champions 1925 

Back: J Adam (Sec), C Small (Sel), W Hudson, D Farthing, H Hudson (Pres), W Knight (V Pres)  

Middle: F Winn, J Connolly, P Frieves, J Palmer, A. Wiliams, R. Morris, J Kickey,  

Sitting: H. Bressington, L Toohey, F Harpley, H Owen (C), T Doran (VC), M Mitchell, H West, Front: H. Ella, L. Cannan 



 
President's Cup Final 1925 

 
Members of the 1925 League Cup team included former or future First grade players, "Pony" 
Redmond, Fred Elliott, Jack Holmes, Arthur Mendel, Harry Owen, Jim Parsons, Cec Gilbert, Jack 
Peterson, Frank Spillane, Johnno Rhodes and Athol Smith. 
 

 
League Cup Final 1925 

 
In 1926, Ray Morris trialled with Wests and was graded in Third Grade. He played seventeen games 
that year. In 1927 he played eleven Third Grade and one Reserve Grade games before being called 
up to play First Grade in round fifteen. He remained in First Grade for the remainder of the season 
and played in a semi final loss to South Sydney.  
 
Ray played eight First Grade games in 1928 and was selected in a Probables v Possibles match which 
was a curtain raiser to a NSW v Queensland match at the Sydney Cricket Ground. However in 1929, 
he played only three First Grade games and spent most of the year in Reserve Grade. 
 



While it appeared that Ray Morris's rugby league career had stalled in 1929, he turned it around in 
1930. Ray played eleven First Grade games and was the second highest try sorer behind Alan Brady. 
Most significantly though, he played in the Grand Final Challenge where Wests defeated St George 
and took out the club's First Grade premiership. For his efforts he was selected in the City Seconds 
team to play against Country Seconds. 
 
In 1931 Ray played nine First Grade games with Wests. That season Wests had a number of quality 
wingers including, Alan Brady, Alan Ridley, and Harold Rigby. The competition for a First Grade wing 
position was therefore intense. Ray Morris was playing quite well and was selected for City Firsts and 
the NSW representative team. He played three matches against Queensland in 1931. 
 
Ray's form was so good that he attracted the attention of English Clubs, and an offer was made to 
him to relocate to England and play in the English rugby league competition. However Ray received a 
reality check in July 1931, just weeks after playing against Queensland, when Wests Selectors 
dropped him to Reserve Grade. He only played in the one First Grade game during the remainder of 
the season. 
 

                 
  Daily Telegarph 29 July 1931                                    Ray Morris being tackled NSW v Queensland 1931 

 
Ray wasn't discouraged and jumped out of the blocks in the 1932 season. He played sixteen of the 
seventeen First Grade games that Wests contested, including the semi final, final and Grand Final 
Challenge which was ultimately lost to South Sydney. That would be the last game that Ray played 
with Wests. 1932 was also a successful year for Ray's representative career, with selection in the City 
Firsts and NSW teams. He played twice against Queensland and represented NSW against the 
touring England team. 
 
In March 1933, Ray Morris was trialling with Wests, but by April he had transferred across to the 
University Club. Frank Spillane, a former Wests captain also joined Ray at the University Club. Ray 
had an immediate impact in the University team, with Coach, Arthur Hennessy describing Ray as one 
of the finest centre three-quarters that he had seen. 
 

 
The Sun 28 April 1933 

 



During his six seasons at Wests, Ray Morris played fifty two First Grade, fifteen Reserve Grade, 
eleven Third Grade and two Country Carnival games for a total of eighty games in all grades. It is 
likely that he played more lower grade games but these were not regularly reported in those times. 
 
Ray scored thirty nine tries in all grades for a tally of one hundred and seventeen points. 

 
 

Ray was selected in a Probables v Possibles squad in May 1933, and then for NSW where he played 
against Queensland in two matches. The first interstate match was played on 5 June, and a report in 
the Sydney Morning Herald the on 6 June gave a good account of Ray Morris's form and contribution 
to the game. 
 

 
 
The Kangaroo touring team to England was selected after the second interstate match, and Ray 
Morris was one of the first picked. While very much a Wests junior product and only being with the 
University Club for a matter of weeks, the University Club embraced him as the only Australian 
representative selected from their playing ranks. The University Club gave Ray a fitting send off with 
a formal dinner.  
 

Ray Morris’s Playing Record at Wests 
 

Year 1st 
Grade 

2nd 

Grade 
3rd 

Grade 
City 
Cup 

League
Cup 

Country 
Carnival 

Tries Goals Total 
Points 

1927 5      1  3 

1927  1     2  6 

1927   11    3  9 

1928 8      1  3 

1928      1    

1929 3      3  9 

1929  13     5  15 

1930 11      9  27 

1930      1    

1931 9      8  24 

1931  1        

1932 16      7  21 

Total 52 15 11   2 39  117 

Note: Ray Morris probably played more Reserve Grade and Third Grade games but these were 
not regularly reported in the early to mid-1920’s 



 
Australian Kangaroos 1933-34 

Back L to R: R Stehr, S Pearce, A Ridley, M Madsen, F Curran, H Denny, C Pearce,  

Second Row: M Glasheen, R Morris, W Prigg, F O'Connor, L Heidke, J Doyle, J Gibbs, J Little,  

Third Row: W Smith, J Why, F Laws, H Sunderland (Joint Manager), F McMillan (C), W Webb (Joint Manager),  

F Neumann, A Folwell, D Brown,  

Front: V Thicknesse, F Gardner, L Mead, F Gilbert, V Hey, F Doonar, (Note: L Heidke failed the medical test) 

 
The team set sail for England on 4 July 1933 on the SS Manunda via Melbourne where the team 
transferred to the SS Jervis Bay. The trip would make its way from Melbourne to Fremantle, then 
onto Colombo in Sri Lanka, through the Suez Canal to Valetta, Malta before completing the final leg 
to London.  
 

 
Ray Morris farewelling a friend on departure from Sydney 

 
During the lengthy voyage, the team was limited in the physical activity it could undertake on the 
ship. To ensure that the sedentary life style and the plentiful food did not affect the team in terms of 
its condition upon arrival in England, a twice daily exercise program was instituted under the 
instruction of Ray Morris. His designation for this role was described as the "Physical Jerks 
Instructor." The Sun 16 July 1933 

 



 
Players doing "physical jerks" instructed by Ray Morris 

                        
The first indication of any problem in the touring party, came from a report in the Sun newspaper on 
29 July 1933. The report noted that all of the team were in perfect health with the exception of Ray 
Morris who was suffering from ear trouble. It was noted that he was receiving constant treatment 
and was expected to recover before reaching England. 
 

 
The Sun 29 July 1933 

 

Later reports indicated that Ray Morris while undertaking boxing drills not long after leaving 
Fremantle, received a blow to his ear which ruptured his ear drum, and then after swimming at 
Colombo, the ear became infected and developed signs of meningitis. Ray received constant 
attention from the ship's surgeon, but the infection was more serious than first thought and Ray's 
condition became steadily worse. 
 
He was landed at Valetta, Malta where an immediate operation was performed which appeared to 
bring relief, but meningitis complications followed. An ear specialist with the Mediterranean fleet 
was consulted by the specilaist in Malta, but the case was found to be hopeless and Ray Morris 
passed away on 10 August.  
 
The shock of Ray Morris's death travelled across the world and was acknowledged by all sporting 
codes. Perhaps it was because he was so fit and young or that his death was so sudden. By all 
reports he was highly regarded by all and so the impact of his passing was profound. 
 
Harry Flegg, President of the NSWRL wrote in the Rugby League News on 19 August 1933; 



Appreciation of a Gallant Sportsman 
"Modest in Victory - Steadfast in Defeat" 

 
"As President of the NSW Rugby Football League, I would say that the cable from Malta announcing 
the death of International footballer Ray Morris, was received by all with profound regret. I had 
known him since he brgan his rugby league career. He was a fine young man, an ornament to the 
game he payed. Ray Morris was fearless and clean;  could one say anything more of this great fellow 
who had gone away to represent his country but died on his mission.  
 
His health seemed good, his promise great for an excellent season in England. Therefore the shock of 
his sad death was tremendous. Permanently this estimable player and man, on and off the field, had 
a smile of happy welcome that was endearing.  
 
I deplore his loss. I had every hope of Ray Morris returning after achievements in England with his 
comrades of the tour to assist in maintaining all the fine qualities of League Football. But the game 
has lost a splendid young representative. Our memories of Ray Morris will forever be for all that was 
grand in a man."  
 
Ray's body was transported back to Sydney and arrived on Friday 22 September for a funeral the 
following day, commencing with a service at the Sydney Town Hall and then burial at Waverley 
Cemetery. The service was conducted at 9.45am by the Reverend Canon W G Hilliard, and assisted 
by Rev. H J Marshall of Ashbury.  
 
The casket was draped with the Australia flag and Ray Morris's blazer with a wreath laid upon it. 
Following the service, the cortege followed a route through the streets of Sydney to Bondi Junction, 
and then on to Waverley Cemetery. Four Wests players and four University players acted as pall 
bearers. The four Wests players were Charlie Cornwell, Bob Lindfield, Cec Rhodes, and Charlie 
Wrench. 
    
A news report in the Sydney Morning Herald noted that; "Thousands of people from all walks of life 
united on Saturday to pay a last tribute to the memory of Ray Morris, the popular rugby league 
footballer, who died at Malta. An immense crowd attended the Town Hall, the body of the hall being 
filled and many people being seated in the galleries.  
 
There were representatives of many sporting bodies, and many rugby league players who had 
played with and against Ray Morris during recent years. They included members of the Western 
Suburbs and University Rugby League Clubs, with which Morris had been associated. There were 
many beautiful wreaths, including several from members of the 'Kangaroos' now in England. One 
wreath came from the greatest player of all time, 'Dally' Messenger and Mrs Messenger." 
 

 
Floral Tribute from the NSWRL 



Canon Hilliard imparted the following words; "Ray Morris made his mark in his generation, and he 
has left behind him a fragrant ad an abiding memory. It is no mean achievement in such a short life 
to have won the wide respect and called forth such admiration and caused to burn in the hearts of 
his fellows such enduring and widespread love."  
 
Crowds gathered outside the Town Hall, and when the cortege moved off the traffic was blocked for 
some time. The route to the Waverley Cemetery was lined with crowds of people, and there was a 
large gathering at the graveside. Ray's grave is at the Waverley Cemetery, Section 15, Row 24, Grave 
No. 6636. 
 
When the "Kangaroos" returned in February 1934, many of them visited Ray Morris's grave to pay 
their last respects. The NSWRL sent flowers to the graveside for many decades after. In 1935, Wests, 
on the second anniversary of Ray Morris's death announced that a Cup known as the 'Ray Morris 
Cup' would be presented for football competition to perpetuate his memory. 
 

                  
 

 
Ray Morris's Kangaroo team mates showing their respect at Ray's grave, at Waverley Cemetery, upon their return from the UK. 
 

 



Ray Morris’s First Class career included fifty seven First Grade, four Probables v Possibles (Rep Trials), 
four City v Country, seven NSW v Queensland games as well as one NSW v England game for a total of 
seventy five First class games. He was selected on the 1933-34 Australian Kangaroo tour but died in 
transit to England. 
 

 
 
 

  
Tony Lewis from Pratten Park Magpies visiting Ray's Grave 2023 - Gone but not forgotten! 

 
A dedicated band of Wests supporters, led by Tony Lewis, have tidied up Ray Morris’s grave site 
since 2023 so that he is given due respect for his contribution to Wests and the game of rugby 
league. 

 Ray Morris’s First Class Playing Record 
 

Year Rep  
Team 

Opponent Rep  
Games 

1st Grade 
Premiership 

Pre-
Season 

Cup 

Mid-Week 
Cup 

1927 - - - Wests 5 - -- 

1928 NSW Probables NSW Possibles 1 Wests 8 - 1 

1929 - - - Wests 3 -  

1930 City 2nds Country 2nds 1 Wests 11 - 1 

1931 City Probables City Possibles 1 Wests 9 - - 

1931 City 1sts Country 1sts 1 “ - - - 

1931 NSW Queensland 3 “ - - - 

1932 City Probables City Possibles 1 Wests 16 - - 

1932 City 1sts Country 1sts 1 “ - - - 

1932 NSW Queensland 2 “ - - - 

1932 NSW England 1 “ - - - 

1933 City 2nds Country 2nds 1 University 5 - - 

1933 City Probables City Possibles 1 “ - - - 

1933 NSW Queensland 2 “ - - - 

1933 Australia DNP - “ - - - 

Total   16  57  2 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Magpie Angels watching over Ray 

 
 

 
 


