Gavin Miller

..... came from a strong sporting background. The Miller family came from the town of Harden
Murrumburrah where his father Reg Miller was reputed as a tennis champion in the region and
beyond. His uncle, Ross Miller was a very good rugby league player who played with Harden
Murrumburrah in the Group 9, Maher Cup and Weissel Cup competitions. Ross played Maher Cup
football from 1945 until 1955.

Harden-Murrumburrah Maher Cup Rugby League Team 24 July 1948
Back: Les Moore, Graham ‘Diddy’ Thompson, Terry Dacey, Ross Miller, Toby West, Ray Dunn, Bob Davison,
Bill Edwards (Captain-Coach)

Front: Fred Cullen, Nick Rawlin, Wal ‘Bull’ Tozer, Bill Kinnane, Ryan McCarthy, Charlie Corby

Gavin’s family settled in the town of Goulburn and he went to the Our Lady of Mercy Preparatory
School in 1965 before attending the St Patricks junior school and finishing his education at Goulburn
High School. St Patricks was a rugby union school which produced many fine rugby players including
Australian Wallaby Simon Poidevin.

The schools offered a wide range of sports including cricket, rugby union and rugby league and Gavin
excelled at all of these. However, rugby league became his game of choice. On the weekends he would
play rugby league with North Goulburn before moving on to Goulburn United as he became older.

In 1975, Gavin’s father, Reg Miller, became President of the Goulburn United club. A news article in
the Canberra Times in January 1975 indicated that the Goulburn club was looking to appoint a new
coach.

That new captain-coach happened to be former Wests player Jim Cody who had spent the previous
season with Griffith Waratahs. Cody remained with Goulburn for two seasons and this period
coincided with Gavin Miller’s rapid rise to First Grade football.




Gavin started attracting attention in the local media playing with Goulburn United under 18’s team in
1975 at the age of fifteen. The under 18’s were knocked out that year by Yass in the preliminary final,

“We are still negotiating
for a coach, as are the Bull-
dogs, but we hope 1to
anna:nce  the  successful
applicant at our next meet-
ing on January 20", newly-
appointed president Mr Reg
Miller said vesterday.

Canberra Times 9 January 1975

after extra time. Yass went on to win the grand final.

Gavin was still at school in 1976 and it was playing for Goulburn High School in an AMCO Shield match
in April that he was first exposed to Wests officials. Goulburn and Figtree high schools played in a
curtain-raiser to the Wests v Monaro AMCO Cup match at Seiffert Oval. Goulburn won the match and

it was reported that Gavin played a “blinder.”

In 1986 the Goulburn under 18’s took out the premiership on the back of some individual brilliance

from Gavin Miller.

It was his form in the under 18’s which convinced First Grade coach that Gavin was ready for First
Grade. He was called into the First Grade team for the Group 8 final series and had a big game against

Ailler, 16, came on for
Goulburn United with 10
minutes remaining and
the score at 21-all in the
under-18 final against
Crookwell. He unleashed
another of his uncanny
runs to set up the 1trv
which put the side

through to the grand

final aﬂainst the Blues. 1

Canberra Times 13 September 1976

Woden Valley in the minor semi-final win.

Gavin then played in the preliminary final against the strong Queanbeyan Blues team and although
scoring two tries to one, Goulburn was not able to overcome the Blues. Gavin contributed to

STAR ROOSTERS
YOUNGSTER FOR
FIRST GRADE

Goulburn’s tally with a try.

Star of the match was
under-18 player Gavin
Miller, who completely
overshadowed his opposite
number Percy Knight.
Miller was brilliant and
virtually *‘made’ his
centre partner, former
Monaro representative
Tim Edwards, who scored
three tries.

Outstanding under-18
player Gavin Miller is
expected to play in the
Goulburn United first-
grade team against the
Queanbeyan Blues in
the Group 8 rugby
league preliminary final
at Seiffert Oval, Quecan-
beyan, on Sunday.

Miller played a *“blin-
der™ in the first semi-
final, in which the Roost-
ers bundled Woden Val-
lev out of the com-
petition.

He backed up on Sun-
day to play in second
row for the Roosters
under-18 team which
went down to the Bilues.
Miller took a lot of
punishment but again
had a sound game.

Canberra Times 30 August 1976

Canberra Times 7 September 1976




Rugby league

GROUP 8
Preliminory finels: First grode:
Queanbeyon Blues 13 (K. Thurben

try, J. Booby 5 gools) d Goulburn
United 8 (G, Miller, C. Clorke tries,

P, Hickman goal).

Group 8 Preliminary Final 1976

By the end of the 1976 season there was considerable interest by Sydney clubs in signing up Gavin.
Arthur Beetson, who was captain-coach of Easts in 1977 and an astute judge of rugby league talent
was keen to sign Gavin even though he had two very good centres in Bob Fulton and Mark Harris.
However it was Jim Cody, Gavin’s coach at Goulburn who influenced him to go to Wests.

burn, and bruising

fown,

club has signed utility
player Don Moseley from
Canterbury - Bankstown,
Peter Rowles, another

utility playey the
South Coust, | Gavin [Mill-
er, a centre oul-

Doug Lucas, from New-

prop

SMH 5 February 1977

Gavin arrived in Sydney as a sixteen year old and turned seventeen during the pre-season. He was
immediately included in the Wests First Grade squad and played all three pre-season Wills Cup games.
He performed well in these matches and made his First Grade premiership debut against Newtown in

round one.
WESTERN
SUBURBS 1977 Round 1 Sunday 20th March Henson Park
Newtown 17 def. Western Suburbs 10

John FLOYD Fullback John DORAHY
Brian ROBERTSON Wing Don MOSELEY
Manfred MOORE Centre Ron GITEAU
Les COOLEY Centre Gavin MILLER
Brian PLUMMER Wing Russell MULLINS
Paul HAYWARD Five-eighth Graeme O'GRADY
Phil YOUNG Half Tom RAUDONIKIS (c)
Ron PILON Lock Neville SINCLAIR
Chris DAWSON Second Row Les BOYD
Bruce GIBBS Second Row Steve BLYTH
Fred PAGANO Front Row John DONNELLY
Geoff EDWARDS Hooker Shane DAY
Col CASEY (c) Front Row Doug LUCAS
Peter JOHNSON Replacement Pat HUNDY
Paul SHARPE Replacement Trevor SCARR

WESTERN
SUBURBS

Gavin Miller’s First Grade Premiership Debut — Round One 1977




Wests Archive has recorded the following notes from that match;

“Don Mosely (ex-Canterbury), Doug Lucas (ex-Newtown) and Gavin Miller all debuted after solid pre-
season performance. Gavin Miller, an ex-Goulburn United 17 year-old, had been recommended by Jim
Cody and had been one of the pre-season stars. Wests led 10-3 at half-time but folded badly in the
second half, especially among the forwards, although Sinclair and Blyth tried hard. Ex-gridiron player
Manfred Moore had a good debut for Newtown but Wests weren’t helped by Raudonikis carrying a
shoulder injury.”

Gavin played the first six rounds of the premiership competition as well as the round one AMCO Cup
game against Brisbane Norths where he scored an impressive three tries. However, he was dropped
for the round seven match against Canterbury in favour of Wayne Smith.

He was brought back into the First Grade team to play in the round two AMCO cup game against
Redcliffe and then played every First Grade game from round twelve until the end of the season. More

importantly he played in all pre-season and mid-week cup games for Wests along with Ron Giteau and
John Purcell.

Western Suburbs, to
lay Manly-Warringah at
rookvale Oval tomor-
row, have dropped centre
i for young
Gavin Miller |[in a bid to
arpness to

the attack.

Round Twelve 1977 SMH 11 June 1977

Wests had variable results in the 1977 premiership competition but had great success in the AMCO
Cup defeating Easts in a tight final 6-5. Gavin had come a long way in twelve months and was a
significant part of Wests success in the AMCO Cup series.

7.30 P.M. START
FINAL

EASTERN SUBURBS v WESTERN SUBURBS

(Dark Blue, Red ana White) {Black and White)
Coach: Arthur Beetson Coach: Keith Holman

Fuliback: Fullback:

RUSSELL FAIRFAX — 1 1 — JOHN DORAHY
Threequarters: Threequarters:

IAN SCHUBERT — 2 2 — RON GITEAU
MARK HARRIS — 3 3 — GAVIN MILLER
BOB FULTON — 4 4 — KEN HEY
BRUCE PICKETT — 5 5 — TREVOR SCARR

Halves: Halves:
KEVIN STEVENS — 6 6 — PETER ROWLES
KEVIN HASTINGS — 7 7 — TOM RAUDONIKIS (C)

Forwards: Forwards:
ROBERT LAURIE — 8 8 — GRAHAM O’GRADY
BARRY REILLY — 9 9 — GEOFF FOSTER
D) ARTHUR BEETSON — 11 10 — STEPHEN BLYTH
KEVIN MOSMAN — 10 11 — JOHN DONNELLY
MALCOLM CONNOR — 12 12 — SHANE DAY
GARY METCALF — 13 13 — PAT HUNDY

Sy Fmems:JOHN PURCELL
GREG TOWNSEND — 14 14 —
TERRY MURPHY — 15 15 — GEOFF SMITH
DES O'REILLY — 17 16 — NEVILLE SINCLAIR
RON COOTE — 18 17 — BOB COOPER

Referee: G. Cook. Touch Judges: M. Tomsett & J. Tumer. i;

AMCO Cup Final Program 1977 Wests AMCO Cup Winners 1977




Western Suburbs First Grade Team 1977
Back: Robert Rowland Smith (Conditioner), Doug Lucas, Peter Young, Geoft Foster, Russell Mullins, Ron Giteau, Wayne Smith,
Mick Liubinskas, Keith Holman (Coach), Stephen Blyth,
Middle: John Donnelly, Shane Day, John Purcell, Tom Raudonikis (C), Don Moseley, Neville Sinclair,
Front: Les Boyd, Gavin Miller, Graeme O’Grady, John Dorahy

At the end of the 1977 season, Arthur Beetson, Easts captain-coach, drove down to Goulburn to talk
to Gavin about joining Easts for the 1978 season. Wests were keen to retain Gavin and leading up to
Christmas the official position from Wests was, “negotiating with Gavin Miller.”

Now players: NIl.

ndhe clud: Kcn Hey, Ruse
sell ulling, rphy.
Ne:otmlno wuh iler,
Ron Giteay,

SMH 24 December 1977




However, Beetson was quite persuasive and for a seventeen year old in his first year of grade rugby
league a proposition to play with Easts under Beetson and alongside some very good players would
be difficult to reject. Wests and Easts came to a satisfactory financial arrangement to enable Gavin to
move across to the Roosters.

Easts and Wests officials
negotiated successfully a finan-
cial arrangement over Miller)

one of the most promising 1

voung centres in Sydney toot- Ml“er CIeared

ball. SYDNEY: Former Goulburn United rugby league
; = : centre Gavin Miller has been granted a clearance by

: ““_‘5 wanted  $12,000 for Western Suburbs to play with Eastern Suburbs.

Miller’s contract, but the clubs Miller, 18, will play in Easts reserve grade apainst

declined to relcase the details, Newtown at Redfern Oval on Friday night.

SMH 21 February 1978 Canberra Times 22 February 1978

Gavin Miller was with Wests for the one season and during his time there he played seventeen First
Grade, five Reserve Grade, three Pre Season Cup and five AMCO Cup games for a total of thirty games
in all grades. He scored ten tries and kicked a single goal for a tally of thirty two points in all grades.

Gavin Miller’s Playing Record at Wests

Year i 2nd U/23’s Pre- AMCO Field Total
Grade | Grade Season Cup Goals Points

1977
1977
1977
1977
Total 17 \

In a later interview, he was asked how he coped with First Grade football as a teenager. His response
was as follows;

“It’s rare now for someone so young to play because there are restrictions. | felt | matured quite quickly,
although others may disagree. | had experienced people around me, which stood me in good stead.

When | first moved from Goulburn to Western Suburbs, | moved in with Ken Hey and his father Vic,
who is one of the all-time greats. Vic also played in England. He helped a lot. He was a great influence
on me. He would watch Ken and | sprint training and I can still hear him shouting, “Heel and toe, heel
and toe!” He just gave mature advice about life and football. He was a wonderful bloke.”

During the interview with Gavin for this story it was evident that the move to Easts was not without
some regret. No doubt the culture was different to that experienced at Wests and it would be hard to
replicate the home environment that the Hey family made for Gavin when he was there.

Gavin struggled to make the First Grade team in 1978 playing one pre-season cup game and one
premiership game as well as the Channel Ten Challenge Cup at the end of the year. All appearances
were off the bench. Three players, Mark Harris, Alan Power and captain Bob Fulton were the preferred
centres that year.




In 1979, Bob Fulton replaced Arthur Beetson as Easts coach. It was a better year for Gavin with a solid
performance in the pre-season cup competition. Easts won the Craven Mild Cup but it wouldn’t be
until round eleven that he had another chance of playing First Grade. He made the most of his
opportunity and remained in First Grade for the remainder of the season.

It was evident that Gavin’s immediate future would not be at Easts. In a later interview he indicated
that coach Bob Fulton did not like him. The two would cross paths again when Fulton coached the
Australian team in 1989.

The 1980 season brought new prospects for Gavin. Cronulla Sutherland and coach Tommy Bishop saw
him as a good prospect. He played thirteen First Grade games and a Tooth Cup match in his first year
at Cronulla. He had transitioned from the centres to five-eighth at Easts and alternated between those
positions in his first year at Cronulla.

Gavin’s career looked to be on the move when he was selected in the City Seconds squad in 1980. The
City team defeated their Country opposition 17-16. However it would be a while before he was called
on again by the representative selectors.

___
MEW SOUTH WALES CITY SECONDS 17 —16 NEW SOUTH WALES COUNTRY SECONDS
TEAMS
Kevin DANN 14 FB 14 Neil EPPELSTUN
Chris ANDERSON 15 w15 Steve O'CALLAGHAN
Greg BRENTMNALL 16 C 16 Kevin COONEY
Graham QUINN 17 C© 17 Chris HOUGHTON
Eric GROTHE 18 w18 Ron WALL
Tony TRUDGETT 19 FE 19 Ross NORTON
Steve MORRIS 20 HB 20 Perry HADDOCK
Wayne PEARCE 21 FR 26 Roger BEETSON
Greg PIERCE (<) 22 HK 25 Alan FALLAH
Bob COOPER 23 FR 24 Neville BALDOCK
Geoff BUGDEN 24 2R 23 John COOPER (<)
Steve EDGE 25 2R 22 Brian BATTESE
Don McKINNON 26 L 21 Alan WILLOUGHBY
Robert LAURIE 27 B 27 Terry WESTBLADE
Gavin MILLER 28 B 28 Trevor QUINN
Jim LEIS 29 B 29 Neil PENGILLEY
SR\ Yo I - S o) Ldigie L

City Seconds v Country Seconds 1980

After a promising 1980 season, Gavin’s career seemed to falter in 1981 with him playing only six First
Grade games. The following season, 1982, saw him off to a slow start but with a positional change to
the second row he finished the season in great form.

Gavin in action 1982




Terry Fearnley took over as First Grade coach of Cronulla in 1983. Clearly, Fearnley had faith in Gavin
and appointed him as captain of the team.

However, Cronulla was in a dire financial position and in April 1983 the NSWRL firstly appointed Ken
Stephen as a temporary administrator but due to ill health he was replaced by Bob Abbott from the
NSWRL. The Cronulla coach and senior players believed that the NSWRL had given certain
undertakings but had back tracked on those assurances.

Coach Fearnley and senior players Gavin Miller and Greg Mullane led a protest to the NSWRL. The
players were able to gain a guarantee that at least part of their playing contract would be met and
therefore in the interests of the Cronulla club, the players backed off and got on with football.

Fcamﬁcy and two senjor
players, Gavin Milled and
Greg Mullane, will attempt
to address the general
committee of the League
tomorrow night,

The trio want to speak
to the committee before
they vote on the recom-
mendation from the Exec-
utive that Bob Abbott be
appointed  the adminis-
trator.

After yesterday's match,
Fearnley said he would
wait until next week be-
fore deciding on his future
with the club,

The Cronulla-Sutherland
Rugby League players decided
unanimously last night not to go
to the Equity Court in an
attempt to stop the appointment
of Mr Bob Abbott as the
muket administrator of the

The players and coach Terry
Fearnley met for 40 minutes
before training at Endeavour

2Nt 'spoke;m,
said that they hoped for “an
amicable working srrangement™
with Mr Abbort.
“We have accepted the NSW
by League executive's deci-
sion and will now concentrate on
playing football,” Miller said.

SMH 17 April 1983

SMH 20 April 1983

Gavin was playing well and was selected to represent NSW against Queensland in games two and
three of the 1983 State of Origin series. NSW won game two and Queensland won the decider.

Coach Glossop meets the 1983 NSW team debutants, Gavin Miller, Paul Field, Neil Hunt, Marty Gurr and Lindsay Johnston

Gavin captained Cronulla for twenty one of the first twenty two rounds of the competition but pulled
out of the KB Cup semi-final against Easts with a fractured jaw and played no further First Grade games
that year.




The NSW  Rugby
League judiciary com-
mittee fined Cronulla-
Sutherland captain Gavin
Miller $100 last night
after he pleaded guilty to a
charge of using obscene
and offensive language to
a referee.

Miller faced the judiciary for
comments made to referee Chris

Sydney match at North Sydney
Oval on July 24.

He has beea given until noon
tomorrow to pay the fine or face
a suspension.

He said that he would consider
whether to pay the fine pending
legal advice,

Miller will miss tomorrow
night's KB Cup semi-final
against Eastern Suburbs anyway
because of a suspected fractured

Ward in the Cronulla-North jaw.

SMH 2 August 1983

At the end of the 1983 season Gavin’s was effectively sacked by Cronulla. He was allowed to “look
elsewhere” and the reason given was that “it boiled down to playing policy for 1984” whatever that
might mean.

THE SACKING of |Gavin | Miller
from Cronulla was not ter of
spite.

That Miller was the leader In the
Cronulla players’ fight with the club’s
committee earlier this year had nothing
to do with it.

It boiled down to a matter of deter-
mining the playing policy for 1984.

As simple as it sounds, that is all
there is behind the committee’s and
coach Terry Fearnley’s rcasons for
allowing Miller to look elsewhere.
A

The State second-rower yester-
day signed a contract with the
Roosters — the club he left 10
join Cronulla in 1980,

A surprise discard by Cronulla,
Miller had been on a. threc-week
holiday and was thought by many
lo have missed the boat when it
clangc 1o finding a new Sydney
¢lub.

SMH 2 October 1983

SMH 24 November 1983

Gavin returned to Easts in 1984 under coach Laurie Freier. It was not a great year for Easts or Gavin
Miller. Easts finished only above Wests on the competition ladder and Gavin while making twelve First
Grade appearances came off the bench on seven occasions. There were apparent issues with some
officials behind the scenes and so Gavin’s second stint with Easts would last only the one season.

However by the end of the year his career started to turn around. Gavin had maintained his connection
with Arthur Beetson who had played for Hull Kingston Rovers (HKR) in England. Beetson spoke to Colin
Hutton, the Chairman of the club and arranged the move for the 1984-85 English season.

In a later interview Gavin said;

“I fell in love with Hull Kingston Rovers and the city itself in the first couple of weeks. The players all
embraced me as soon as | got there. Roger (Millward) had one hell of a team and he allowed us to play
without restrictions. He had a great assistant in Ged Dunn. In my first 12 months, I lived with Colin and
Marjorie Hutton at their pub. They were so kind to me. | got to know all the patrons of their pub as
well and that really helped me to get to know the city.”

In his first season with HKR Gavin played seventeen championship games. He played in the Challenge
Cup series with HKR making the semi-finals as well as the John Player Special Trophy competition in
which HKR defeated Hull 12-0 in the final.

Gavin returned to Australia in June 1985 and didn’t sign with any of the Sydney clubs. Instead he
returned to his home town of Goulburn and reconnected with the Goulburn United club. His season




at HKR had been curtailed by a serious hand injury which saw him miss the English club championship
final against St Helens. By playing with the Goulburn club in 1985 he could have been called up by the
Canberra Raiders but sought assurances from Raiders coach, Don Furner he would be left to fully
recover. No record has been found of Gavin playing a competition round with Goulburn United in

1985.

Hand injury works to
Goulburn’s advantage

A scrious hand injury, which
prevented Gavin Miller playing
with Hull Kingston Rovers
against St Helens in the grand
final of the Slalom Lager Cham-
pionships in England, could be a
windfall for Goulburn United in
the ACT Rugby Lcague's
Tooheys Molonglo Shicld com-
petition,

Miller missed the game, which
St Helens won 36-12, because of
badly torn finger tendons which
had to be reticd.

Because he thought his hand
would not stand up to a hard
scason in the Sydney premicrship
competition, Miller decided to
forego the offers he had received
from Sydncy clubs and return to
his home town to play and keep
in match fitness,

While in Goulburn, Miller is
getting involved in the operation
of the football club, is helping to
coach club juniors and is also
visiting schools.

Before beginning playing com-
mitments with Goulburn Unit-
cd, Miller had a chat with
Woodger’s Canberra  Raiders’
coach Don Furner, who assurcd
him it was unlikely that the club
would call on his services while
he was in the districl.

Miller has been signed by Hull
KR for the 1985-86 English sea-
son, which begins in Scptember,
but if United makes the semi-
finals he will stay in Goulburn
until it either wins or is knocked
out,

Miller madc a big impression
with Hull KR, with some critics
considering him to be onc of the
better sccond-rowers in the com-
petition.

The club had a very successful
scason, being named the team of
the year for its performances in
the four competitions it played
in, and club coach Roger
Millward was named coach of the
year,

The club was runner-up fo
Hull Football Club in the
Yorkshire Cup; won the John
Player Trophy when it turned the
tables on Hull FC; made the
semi-finals of the Challenge Cup
(beaten by the cventual winners,
Wigan); finished on top of the
table in the Slalom Lager cham-
pionships; and then finished
runncr-up (o St Helens in the
play offs,

Canberra Times 13 June 1985

Gavin returned to HKR for the 1985-86 English season and had a successful year. He played twenty
three club championship games as well as a premiership trophy match. HKR won the Yorkshire Cup
and were runners-up to Wigan in the John Player Special Trophy final. Gavin also played against the
touring New Zealand team.

The highlight of the 1985-86 season was playing in the Challenge Cup final against Castleford at
Wembley in front of more than 82,000 spectators. HKR was up against old foes Castleford who they
defeated earlier in the season in the Yorkshire Cup final. HKR made the final the hard way with a 24-
24 draw against Leeds in the semi-final that necessitated a replay, which HKR won 17-0.

In the final Castleford took control of the match early but with three minutes remaining HKR scored a
try to be within a point of Castleford 14-15, with a kick to come to win the match. Fellow Australian
John Dorahy was given the opportunity to win the match for HKR with a conversion from the sideline.

Dorahy had practiced this kick from an almost identical position only days earlier so had confidence
that he would be successful. The ball sailed across the front of the goal posts and the conversion was
missed and as a result the Challenge Cup final was lost for HKR.




Gavin Miller at Hull Kingston Rovers

To cap the season, Gavin Miller was awarded the Man of Steel Award for the best player in the English
competition.

Gavin wins Man of @y slﬁe
Steel award 1986 WEMBLE'

Gavin celebrating his Man of Steel Award 1986

In June 1986 Gavin retuned to Australia but had no particular plans. Terry Fearnley had been replaced
by Jack Gibson at Cronulla and Gavin was invited to Jack’s place for what he thought was a round of
golf. In Jack’s laconic fashion he offered Gavin the opportunity to return to Cronulla. The following
article from the Sydney Morning Herald outlines that exchange.




——
Then came a memorable
exchange in 1986 when Millerd went
to Gibson’s Cronulla home expect-
ing a game of golf.

Gibson: “You want a game?”

Miller: “Sure, that’s why I'm
here™.

Gibson: “What are your terms?™

Miller: *“1 thought you were
talking about golf.™

Gibson said there might be red
tape and some lingering animosity
at Cronulla.

Miller said he would have to go
and think about it and wasn’t keen
on returning to a place with such
sour memories.

Gibson: “Just come down to
tralulpg._‘j

Miller: “I ducked and weaved
and ended up playing there.”

—

SMH 20 July 1988

Gavin slotted straight into the First Grade team only missing the last premiership game against Norths.
Within two days from that game he was back on a plane to England to have another season with HKR.

Gavin Miller (L) on his return to Cronulla 1986

Within days of his arrival in England, Gavin was back on the field with HKR. He had only played five
games when in a Yorkshire Cup match he broke a bone in his ankle. He returned to the field after a
three month recuperation. The injury had a significant impact on his 1986-87 season with only nine
championship and five cup appearances.

The good news for Cronulla was that they were able to buy out the remaining seven weeks contract
with HKR and have Gavin back in Australia in March ready for round four of the 1987 Australian
premiership competition.




There is no doubting Gavin Miller’s versatility. In his First Grade career he had played in the centres,
at five-eighth, then lock and second row. In 1987 Jack Gibson had Gavin playing at hooker after regular
hooker Mark Wakefield injured his shoulder.

Cronulla coach Jack Gibson

recommended [ y
make-shift hooker Gavin Miller {o
representative selectors after Mill-

er’s strong performance in Cron-
ulla’s impressive 28-18 win over
South Sydney at Endeavour Field.

Gibson hit back at criticism of
his use of Miller at hooker, saying
the Cronulla veteran was one of
the best players in Sydney Rugby
League.

Gibson's praise of Miller was
justified, for he was instrumental
in Cronulla’s win and set up two
of their four tries with deft passes
from dummy-half.

SMH 4 May 1987

Gavin played seventeen First Grade games for Cronulla in 1987 but was dropped to Reserve Grade
after the round twenty one loss to Manly. It was an improved year for Cronulla but the team fell short
of making the semi-finals.

The 1987-88 English season was without Gavin Miller. He had been on a rugby league roundabout
since the start of 1984, playing in Australia and England. By the end of the 1987 Australian season he
had lost some form and was due for a break.

It was reported in January 1988 that Gavin had inflammation of the pelvic bone which required him
to rest but it had resolved prior to the start of the 1988 premiership competition.

has inflammation of the
pelvicbone, a rare problem which
occasiopally affects sportsmen.
Unfortunately, all Miller and
Cronulla can do now is wait for as
long-as it takes for the swelling to
subside before he can return to the
field.

SMH 16 January 1988

Jack Gibson had moved on from Cronulla and had been replaced by Allan Fitzgibbon for the 1988
season. Gavin excelled under the mentorship of Fitzgibbon who returned him to the second row.
Fitzgibbon like Gavin Miller was a product of Goulburn United.

Gavin played under some of the best coaches that rugby league has produced and when asked in a
later interview about his thoughts on these coaches he noted;

“I can say this without any fear — the two most outstanding coaches | had were Roger Millward and
Allan Fitzgibbon. Roger was a champion player who was also a great coach in my opinion. Roger and
Allan were the only ones who gave me the opportunity to play my own game with no restrictions.”




By May of 1988, Gavin was widely referred to as the best forward in the competition however he was
initially overlooked for representative selection. His name was often mentioned but did not get the
mid-year call for City v Country, NSW State of Origin or Test selection.

i‘l!\e vastly experienced Miller
held out no hopes of being
selected in last night’'s NSW State
of Origin team despite his consis-
tently top-class form.

“1 was overlooked for the lesser
teams. If it happens, 1 won't be
dropping my bottom lip.”

Coach Alan Fitzgibbon's
appraisal of Miller was that he
was the number one second-rower

in the game,

SMH 23 May 1988

However in July Gavin was selected in the Presidents Xlll team to play Great Britain. The Australians
defeated the Englishmen 24-16. In mid-July he was selected in the Australian World Cup team to play
Papua New Guinea. Australia defeated the northern neighbours 70-8 and Gavin was voted as “man of
the match.”

The most eo:mte achievement
for the A-stnlla-s was the suc-

.oted play-akers i- Wally Lewis
and Allan Langer (he was Man of
the Match), was able to give
rein to his creative gifts, being
narrowly shaded by Langer for the
top honour.

SMH 21 July 1988

At the end of July Gavin was selected in the Australian team that played the Rest of the World.
Australia won this match and Gavin was again voted as “man of the match.”

Gavin Miller Australian Player NO. 589 - Australia v Rest of the World 1988




The 1988 domestic season continued and Cronulla was playing good football. At the end of the
competition rounds Cronulla was on top of the table and took out the minor premiership.

Gavin Miller making a break against Easts 1988

It had been a tough year for Gavin as he was often the target of opposition teams who saw him as
the lynch pin of the Cronulla team. In the final round against St George he was singled out for
treatment on more than one occasion.

Gavin Miller receives attention from St George Players — Round Twenty Two 1988




Gavin Miller Post Match Recovery 1988

It had been some years since Cronulla had made the semi-finals but it had been a tough year and
Cronulla were defeated by Canterbury and Balmain in the semi-finals. Those two teams fought out the
1988 grand final.

While Cronulla’s charge to the grand final had been terminated, Gavin remained the focus of attention
and in recognition of his achievements throughout the year he won the Rugby League Writers’
Association Player of the Year Award, Radio 2GB’s Player of the Year, Players Player of the Year, Dally
M player of the Year and Dally M Second Rower of the Year.




Gavin Miller - Dally M Winner 1988

Within a couple of weeks Gavin was back in England and playing for HKR. He was in England for three
games and then had to fly to New Zealand to play for Australia against New Zealand in the World Cup
final. Australia won the World Cup by defeating the Kiwis 25-12.

It was straight back to England where he played a further two games with HKR before joining the Rest
of the World team that played Great Britain on 29 October. In a close match that saw each team score
five tries, the Great Britain team edged the Rest of the World 30-28.




OTHER INTERNATIONALS 1988
STANDALONE
LioNs 30-28 REST OF THE WORLD
TEAMS
Paul LOUGHLIN FB Dale SHEARER
David PLANGE w Arnold KREWANTY
Garry SCHOFIELD @ Bal NUMAPQO
David STEPHENSON C Michael O'CONNOR
Martin OFFIAH W Hugues RATIER
Shaun EDWARDS FE Steve ELLA
Andy GREGORY HB Allan LANGER
Kevin WARD FR Kurt SORENSEN
Kevin BEARDMORE HK Thierry VALERO
Hugh WADDELL FR Sam BACKO
Mike GREGORY 2R Mark GRAHAM (c)
Andy PLATT 2R Noel CLEAL
Ellery HANLEY (c) L Gavin MILLER
Paul HULME B Cliff LYONS
Roy POWELL B Peter BROWN
Rest of the World v Great Britain 1988 Gavin with Cronulla’s Ash Taylor signing the Rest of the World jersey

Gavin played with HKR until March 1989. During the English season he played fifteen championship
games, two Yorkshire Cup and three John Player Special Trophy games. It was Gavin’s fourth and last
season playing in England. He had made a significant impact during his time at HKR and in 2021 he
was included in Hull Kingston Rovers greatest XIlII.

Before he left England, Gavin was involved in a piece of rugby league history. The Australian rugby
league was trying to improve the image of rugby league and attract a wider audience. Tina Turner was
approached to lead a campaign for the upcoming 1989 season based around her hit song “What You
Get is What You See.”

Turner’s management initially rejected the proposal but in a turn around told the Australian rugby
league that she would be available for a one day photo shoot in London. Andrew Ettingshausen who
was playing for Leeds at the time and arguably the most handsome player in the league was to be the
lead with Turner.

On the day of the shoot Ettingshausen was unavailable due to playing commitments so Gavin
contacted ARL CEO John Quayle and offered his services along with Cliff Lyons. On a freezing morning
in January 1989, Tina Turner stepped into a London studio, resplendent in fur coat and hat, ready to
shoot a rugby league commercial.

When she arrived at the studio, she pulled Quayle aside and said; “If these are the good-looking ones,
I’d hate to see the ugly ones!” She laughed, before hugging Miller and Lyons, who was so nervous to
be in the presence of the rock goddess he could barely speak.

The campaign with Turner was an absolute success and the relationship with rugby league continued
until the mid-1990’s. Had Gavin Miller not shown some initiative this iconic piece of rugby league
history may not have eventuated. The irony is that Gavin was cut from the final edit and if you blinked
you would miss Cliff Lyons.




What You Get is What You See! -1989 Winfield Cup Campaign

Gavin returned to Sydney in time for the round two premiership game against Canterbury and in a
remarkable show of resilience played every premiership game as well as making two semi-final
appearances. The competition table was tight at the end of the season and Cronulla was forced into a
play-off with Brisbane for a semi-final berth. Cronulla duly one that match but was knocked out in the
preliminary semi-final against Canberra. Canberra would become premiers in 1989.

For Gavin it was another great year. He was selected in the Country Origin team that played City in
May and then played for and captained NSW in the three state of origin games against Queensland.
However he was overlooked for selection in the Australian team. Bob Fulton had become the coach
of the Australian team and Gavin felt that as a result his Australian representative career had ended.

FHELALRELS Cronulla’s
Gavin Miller pathers in these next
Two weeks will hang like mill-
stones around the necks of Austra-
lia's 1989 Rugby League selectors.

Miller has already won three
awards for his outstanding perfor-
mances through '89. He was
announced yesterday as Rugby
League Week's Player of the Year
and has already taken Cronulla's
own Player of the Season award.

He tied with Newcastle's Mark
Sargent for the Rothman's last
night, and no doubt will be a
contender when the Dally M and
NSWRL Writers' Awards are
decided in the weeks ahead. All
this reinforces the raw deal Miller|
got when the team for New
Zealand was picked.

SMH 31 August 1989




Gavin Miller 1989

Gavin was also front and centre when the end of year awards were given. He was the 1989 Rothmans
Medal winner, took out the Dally M Player of the Year and the Dally M Best Second Rower for the
second successive year as well as the Rugby League Week Player of the year.

GAVIN MILLER’s [consistency is his
his talented skills

with the football.

His joint victory in the 1989 Roth-
mans Medal comes on top of his
runners-up performance last year.

is unbeatable in the Dally M
award and will win that contest back to
back.

For the second year in succession he
is contesting the 2GB player-of-the-year
and will figure strongly in the finish.

In the contest he has scored points in
70 per cent of the matches he has played
in the last two seasons.

That is with a variety of judges
marking his display.

SMH 3 September 1989

Gavin played three more seasons with Cronulla. The team did not have the same success missing out
on the semi-finals in each of those years. He filled in as the captain of Cronulla in 1990 and then led
the teamin 1991 and 1992. He gave great service during this period, rarely missing a game.

However, by mid-1992 it was evident that age was catching up and Gavin finished the season in
Reserve Grade. It ended a first Class career which spanned sixteen seasons. Gavin Miller played three
hundred and seventy two First Class games.




1977

Gavin Miller’s First Class Playing Record

Opponent

Rep
Games

1st Grade
Premiership/

Championship

Pre-
Season

Cup

Mid-
Week
Cup

Chall-
enge

Cup

John
Player

Cup

York
shire

Cup

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

1983

1984

1984-85

1985-86

1986

1986-87

1987

1988

1988-89

1989

1989

1990

1991

1992
Total

1988

- - - Wests 17 3 5 - - -
- - - Easts 1 1 - - - -
- - - Easts 12 3 2 - - -
City 2nds Country 2nds 1 Cronulla 13 - 1 - - -
- - - Cronulla 6 2 - - -
- - - Cronulla 16 2 - - -
NSW Queensland 2 Cronulla 21 - 2 - - -
- - - Easts 12 - 2 - - -
- - - Hull KR 17 - - 4 5 -
- - - Hull KR 24 - - 6 5 4
- - - Cronulla 11 - - - - -
- - - Hull KR 9 - - 3 - 2
- - - Cronulla 17 - 2 -
- - - Cronulla 23 - 1 - - -
- - - Hull KR 15 - - 2 3 2
NSW Queensland 3 Cronulla 23 - 1 - - -
Country City 1 - - - - - - -
- - - Cronulla 18 1 - - - -
- - Cronulla 21 1 - - - -
- - - Cronulla 11 3

Australia

PNG

1988

1988

1988
Total

1985

Australia New Zealand o - - - _ _ _
Australia Rest of World - - _ _ _ _ _
Rest of World | Great Britain > = = - - -

Hull KR

New Zealand

H G

1988

Australia

Wellington

1988

Total

Aust Pres Xl

Great Britain

w BEE

Gavin returned to Goulburn and became the proprietor of the Carlton Hotel. He hadn’t finished with
rugby league becoming captain-coach of his former club Goulburn United between 1993 and 1995. In
1993 he coached the ACT-Monaro divisional team in the Country Rugby League championships. He
then captain-coached the Oberon Tigers in 1996 as well as coaching junior teams.

He has always supported local rugby league. He became coach of the Exchange Hotel team in Goulburn
and has identified local talent, recommending a number of players to play in higher level competitions.

He was inducted into the Goulburn Sporting Hall of Fame in 1994 and in 2005 had a grandstand
dedicated to him with a substantial commemorative plaque at his old home ground at North Park.




The Gavin Miller Stand — North Park Complex, Goulburn, NSW

THE GAVIN MILLER STAND

Ledicated on this day Apnl 3rd 2005

R the Rughy League Careor of
Cavin John Millee
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The Gavin Miller Commemorative Plague — North Park, Goulburn

Gavin is one of the legends of the Cronulla Sutherland club. He was one of five Cronulla players that
were inducted as “immortals” in 2003 and 2005. The others being Andrew Ettingshausen, Tommy

Bishop, Steve Rogers and Greg Pierce.




In 2025, the Cronulla club established a Hall of Fame which included the five immortals plus Paul
Gallen, Mat Rogers, Dane Sorensen, David Peachey, Jason Stevens and Brett Kimmorley.

MILLER

SHARK 137

Three Sharks Greats - Gallen, Miller and Rogers

In 2025 at the time of this interview, Gavin was living in Goulburn, NSW. He maintains his interest in
rugby league and keeps in contact with former team mates and associates from the game he has loved
and has given so much to, on and off the field. Wests Archive thanks Gavin for his contribution.




