Jim Croucher

..... was selected to play with the Wests President’s Cup team in 1969 and after his commitments
with the Cup squad he was graded with Wests. Jim played eight Third Grade games that year.

Enfield Federals JRLFC U/11 G Grade 1962
Jim Croucher (sitting far right)

Enfield Federals JRLFC U/13 F Grade 1963

Jim Croucher (sitting middle row 2nd from right)




Enfield Federals JRLFC U/17 D Grade Semi Finalists 1966
Back: Lionel Sinclair (Manager), D Dodd, G Pugh, B Roser, A Kennedy, L Williams (Coach)
Middle: J Browne, K Richards, J Begnell, T Hancock, J Stokheld, R Noone, W Daley
Front: W Cummings, J Saddler, W Williams (Ball Boy), T McCabe, J Croucher (VC), J Saddler, Absent: A Brown

Enfield Federals JRLFC U/16 D Reserve Grade 1970 — Grand Finalists
Back: Jim Hain snr. (Ass Coach), Jim Hain (Coach), Peter Lenyan, Unknown, Phil Colbert, Jim Croucher (Trainer),
John Milthorpe (Manager)
Middle: Paul Cini, Paul Clarke, Wayne Loder, Brian Pearce
Front: Nathan Cole, Wayne Bennett, Unknown, Col Ferrier, Unknown




Jim mostly played Third Grade in 1970 but in 1971 he started to make his mark with regular Reserve
Grade appearances. He made his First Grade debut off the bench in round 13 at Lidcombe Oval against
North Sydney. It was Ken Stonestreet’s 100" appearance for Wests and ironically it was Ken, that Jim

was competing against for a First Grade position.

WESTERN
SUBURBS 1971 Round 13 Sunday 20th June Lidcombe Oval
Western Suburbs 19 def. North Sydney 17

Tony FORD Fulfback John BOOBY
Dan ROGERS Wing Frank COLLINS
Tim MURPHY Centre Kerry COLLIEN
Roy FERGUSON (c) Centre Laurie MORASCHI
lon CLARK Wing George AMBRUM
Meville SINCLAIR Five-eighth Mal McLACHLAN
Brian WINNEY Half John FAIRNS
lohn BAKER Lock Bruce WALKER (c)
Kewvin TIMBS Second Row Moel CAVANAGH
Barry BRYANT Second Row Peter IACQUES
George SKEERS Front Row Noel CAVANAGH
Ken STONESTREET Hooker Richie HARRIS
Tony ANTUNAC Front Row Jim MILLS
lim CROUCHER Replacement Ross FRANKLIN

Jim Croucher’s First Grade debut from the bench, Round 13, 1971

Western Suburbs DRLFC First Grade Squad 1971
Standing: J Elford, K Brown, R Timbs, J Maxwell, A Ford, M Anderson, J Croucher, R May, R Mullins, T Murphy,
S Winter, M Alchin, J Baker, R Watson (Coach)
Sitting: G Biggam, J Nielsen, J Tolley, J Stewart, T Raudonikis, D Rogers

1971 was not a great year for Wests, with the First Grade team taking out the wooden spoon. The
start of 1972 was not looking great either with a draw and two losses being recorded in the first three

rounds of the competition.

Coach Don Parish changed the dynamic in round four by bringing in debutants, Jim Croucher and
George Skeers to the top team. Wests defeated Canterbury 13-9 and both Croucher and Skeers scored

tries for a famous win.




WESTERN
1972 Round 4 Sunday 16th April Lidcombe Oval SUBURBS
Western Suburbs 13 def. Canterbury-Bankstown 9

Russell MULLINS Fullback Chris ANDERSON
Don ROGERS Wing John RHODES
Stephen KNIGHT Centre Alan BURWELL
Stephen SATTERLY Centre Peter Van GULIK
Allan ASHMORE Wing Bernie CROWTHER
John HEYWARD Five-eighth Ray STRUDWICK
Tom RAUDONIKIS (c) Half Phil YOUNG
John BAKER Lock Ron RAPER
John ELFORD Second Row Neville HORNERY
Olaf PRATTL Second Row Mick TRYPAS
John O’BRYAN Front Row Ron COSTELLO (c)
Jim CROUCHER Hooker Greg PURCELL
John WALKER Front Row Henry TATANA
George SKEERS Replacement
Russell JOHNSTONE Replacement

Tries Don ROGERS Ron RAPER
George SKEERS
Jim CROUCHER

Goals Stephen SATTERLY (2) Ron RAPER (3)

Jim Croucher’s first game in a First Grade run on team
A report on the match has been recorded on the Wests Archive web site and is reproduced below.

Two newcomers to Western Suburbs Rugby League team yesterday put the finishing touches to a 13-9 win over
Canterbury at Lidcombe Oval. Hooker Jim Croucher and replacement forward George Skeers scored tries in the
closing minutes, after Canterbury had struggled to hold what looked like a winning 9-7 lead. Wests, inspired by
a first-class performance from half-back Tom Raudonikis, overcame a shortage of ball to inflict Canterbury’s third
successive defeat.

The Canterbury line-up, shaken from their own mistakes and missing key players, could not hold Wests in the last
10 minutes. Croucher, having his initial first grade game at the expense of long-service hooker Ken Stonestreet,
put the match in Wests’ hands with his try five minutes before full-time. Nobody cheered more loudly than
Stonestreet himself from the sidelines.

Two minutes later, replacement George Skeers, who had only been on the field for 60 seconds, made sure of the
win when he crashed over wide out. Croucher, 21, described yesterday as “one of the greatest days of my life.
I've been filling in with Wests’ lower grade packs for so long | didn’t think I’d ever get a first-grade chance as a
hooker,” he said. “I've had to play second-row and prop because Wests had so many good hookers in front of

”

me.

Yesterday was only Croucher’s 15th match as hooker since he was called up from Wests’ 1969 President’s Cup
team. “I’'ve never earned more than S60 in any season since | started playing with Wests,” he said. “I have to see
the committee this week in the hope of getting a contract.” Daily Telegraph 17 April 1972

Source: westsarchives.com.au

Jim played the next five games in First Grade clocking up four wins and one loss. These games included
a narrow loss to minor premiers , Manly and a win over semi-finalists, St George. The win against St
George provided the shock of the season, but it was a difficult match for Jim Croucher. Jim was up
against the experienced St George hooker, Col Rassmussen with Harry Eden and Brian Norton forming
the Dragons front row.

The Sunday Telegraph newspaper provided the following account on the match;

“Wests were being well beaten in the scrums and at half time Coach, Don Parish toyed with the idea of replacing
Jim Croucher and bringing on experienced hooker Ken Stonestreet. Parish put it to his team and the players voted
Croucher should stay on.




... Driven on by little half-back Tom Raudonikis, Wests came through it magnificently. Some of the last-ditch
tackling had to be seen to be believed. ... Wests had 13 heroes, but leading the way was Raudonikis. Raudonikis
mastered Billy Smith at the scrum base. He was sharper and made many fine short breaks. Also making big
impressions were centre Stephen Knight, second-rower John Elford, five-eighth John Heyward, and full-back Tony
Ford.”

The story typifies Wests backs to the wall approach to the game and the camaraderie that exists
among team mates which has endured over the decades. Ironically, Ken Stonestreet was brought back
to First Grade for the following game and lost the scrum count against the lesser known Newtown
hooker, Bill Coverdale.

It was in 1972 that Jim decided to have a career change. Jim was training as a Draftsman but formed
the view that sitting behind a drawing board for most of the day was not going to assist him in
maintaining his physical condition for First Grade rugby league. He joined the NSW Police Force and
was posted to the Regent St Station with Wests stalwart, Chow Hayes. In Jim’s words, it was not an
overly busy station so he had time to devote to his physical fitness.
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Jim had a final year with Wests in 1973. He played nineteen games in Reserve Grade and made two
First Grade appearances. He had played ten First Grade games in total to that point and was looking
for a contract upgrade. Unfortunately Jim and wests could not reach an agreement and Jim sought
new opportunities in 1974.

During his five seasons at Wests, Jim played ten First Grade, thirty six Reserve Grade and thirty three
Third Grade games for a total of seventy nine games in all grades. He played ten First Class games, all
with Wests.




Jim Croucher’s Playing Record at Wests

1st 2nd 3rd Pre- Tries Goals Total
Grade Grade Grade Season Points

Jim Croucher’s First Class Playing Record

1st Grade Pre-
Premiership Season

In 1974 Jim headed north to Queensland to play with Wynnum Manly and join Nev Hornery in the
Brisbane competition. After a slow start Wynnum picked up momentum and just missed out on a
semi-final berth.

Wynnum did play in the Radio 4IP Consolation knockout final and then had a four match tour of New
Zealand at the end of the season. The team may not have reached the heights that it was aspiring to
in 1974, but in the fashion stakes it was a no contest with the touring uniform including white shoes,
looking, well ..... resplendent!

Wynnum players Roy Costello and Bob Patterson modelling the team uniform — Roy looks a little concerned.




Jim was at Wynnum Manly for one season. In 1975 he went to England to play with one of the English
clubs. That didn’t work out and so the Brits missed out on a talented young Australian player. Jim
nevertheless enjoyed his time in England but by 1978 it was time to return home.

He found his way to Narooma on the NSW South Coast where he became involved in the oyster
growing business and took up a player- coach position with the Narooma Rugby League Club. Jim
played five seasons with Narooma and coached the team for three seasons. At the age of thirty three,
Jim finally hung up his boots at the end of the 1982 season. While at Narooma, Jim played alongside
other notable Wests players in John Heyward and Pat Hundy.

Jim clearly liked the lifestyle at Narooma and remained there building up his oyster farming business,
Jim Croucher Bottled Oysters, Narooma, to become one of the leading players in the industry. Jim died
at Moruya, NSW in November 2025.

Jim Croucher 2013 Narooma




