
George Duffin 
 
….. was born at Stanmore but his exposure to rugby union and cricket would have been after the family 
moved to the inner Sydney suburb of Glebe. He was a talented rugby union and cricket player who 
rose through the juniors ranks. At seventeen he was playing with the Leichhardt-Balmain Third Grade 
cricket team.. 
 
George’s mother died in December 1903 and his father then resided at Thomas St Ashfield. This was 
also the home of George’s older brother Albert Duffin. 
 
George played with the Ashfield Borough (Third Grade) rugby union club in 1904. 
 

 
Evening News 22 April 1904  

 
In the 1904-05 cricket season George played with the Burwood Cricket Club which was the fore-runner 
of the Western Suburbs District Cricket Club. He made his First Grade debut with the Burwood Cricket 
Club against Glebe on 19 November 1904 at the age of eighteen. He was bowled out for a duck in his 
First Grade debut but would go on and be a very useful fast bowler and handy batsman. He is Western 
Suburbs District Cricket Club, player no. 88. George continued playing with the Burwood club until the 
end of the 1907-08 season. 
 

 
George Duffin’s First Grade Cricket Debut 19 November 1904 

 
In 1905, George played one game with the Ashfield Borough rugby union team before switching across 
to the Glebe Borough rugby union team. 
 

 
Ashfield Borough Rugby Union Team - 14 April 1905 



 
Glebe Borough Rugby Union Team - Sunday Sun 25 June 1905 

 
While George was clearly based at Ashfield it is  not surprising that he played with the Glebe club in 
the 1905 season given his family connection with this suburb and the Glebe rugby union club. Why he 
went there is not quite clear but it may be that his brother Richard was still living at Glebe and he went 
to live with him.  
 
There also maybe a work related connection as George was also recorded playing with the Mick 
Simmons Wednesday Holiday rugby union team in 1905. This team was effectively a business house 
playing in a business house competition. These teams attracted some of the best footballers of their 
time. The Mick Simmons team included Chris McKivatt who would years later coach Wests and Albert 
Conlon who played with the Glebe rugby league club.  
 

 
Mick Simmons Rugby Union Team – Evening News 23 May 1905 

 

By 1906 George Duffin was playing with the Western Suburbs District Rugby Union Club. He started in 
the second Grade team but was soon playing First Grade. 
 

 
Western Suburbs Rugby Union First Grade v Eastern Suburbs - Australian Star 27 July 1906 

 



It was also recorded in December 1906 that G Duffin was a member of Arthur Macarthur’s team that 
played a visiting Western Districts team at the SCG No.2. He was recorded as G D Duffin but that was 
apparently a mis-recording as there is no person with the surname of Duffin and the initials G D 
although there is a reference to his name as George D Duffin on his military file.  
 
It also appears that Duffin was a late inclusion in the team and that maybe because he was working at 
the Sydney Cricket Ground and was called into the team at short notice. He is recorded as a member 
of the SCG ground staff at a works picnic function in April 1906. 
 

 
SMH 26 April 1906 

  

 
 Mr A H Macarthurs XI v Western Districts XI SCG No.2 - 27 December 1906 

 

George had moved on from the Western Suburbs rugby union club and was playing with the Ashfield 
Second Grade rugby union club in 1907. Nine members of this team would play First Grade rugby 
league with Wests in the coming years. 



 
Australian Star 17 May 1907 

 

The 1908 season was an eventful one for George Duffin with a number of highs and lows. He was first 
recorded trialling with the Western Suburbs First Grade rugby union team in a match against 
University on 4 April. On the same weekend, George was also trialling with the Western Suburbs First 
Grade rugby league team. 
 
It was evident that George had moved on from rugby union as he played a further trial with Wests on 
the following weekend.  
 

 
Western Suburbs First Grade Rugby Union Trial - Sunday Times 5 April 1908 

 

 
Western Suburbs First Grade Rugby League Trial - SMH 6 April 1908 

 

 
Western Suburbs First Grade Rugby League Second Trial - Evening News 10 April 1908 

 
George had made an impression in the trial matches with Wests and was listed in the Sydney 
Sportsman as one of the fine young players in Wests ranks. 
 

 
Sydney Sportsman 15 April 1908 

 

He was listed in Wests First Grade team for the opening round of the 1908 competition which was the 
very first round of rugby league in Australia.  

 



 
George Duffin’s First Grade Debut with Wests – Round One 20 April 1908 

 

In a well beaten team, George Duffin and Bill Elliott were the pick of Wests players in the first round 
match against Balmain. 
 

 
Daily Telegraph 21 April 1908 

 

Reporting of rugby league games in the early years was not as thorough as it might have been. 
Numerous errors were made recording player’s names and lower grade games received little 
coverage. It is possible that George played more games than have been recorded here, so comments 
will be included where there is some uncertainty. 
 
George did not play First Grade in the round two game against Souths and as no report has been found 
for the Second Grade game, it is unknown whether he played at all in that round. However he was 
back in First Grade for the round three match against Glebe. 
 
The round four game was against Newcastle. George was listed in the First Grade team but there is no 
record that he played in that match. Therefore it is unknown whether he withdrew injured or was 
dropped to the lower grades. 

 

 
Round Four Wests v Newcastle 23 May 1908 Selected but DNP 

 

There is no mention of George Duffin playing in any round five games. It is possible that he was playing 
in Second Grade but no information has been recorded for that team on that day.  
 
The 1908 season was only ten rounds in duration which meant there were periods when no football 
was played. It did enable players to focus on other things in the down period. No doubt some young 
men used that time to demonstrate their manhood off the field as well. George is recorded being 
involved in such a situation. 
 
On 10 June 1908 he attended a dance at the Ashfield Town Hall. With some chest beating there was 
a dispute as to who had the best pugilistic skills which then spilled out onto the Liverpool Rd. Before 



the contest got going, the local constabulary intervened and George and his opponent found 
themselves before the local court where they were fined for riotous behaviour. 
 

 
Evening News 27 June 1908 

 

The next round of football was a bye for the Wests First Grade team; however the Second Grade team 
did play and George Duffin was listed in the Seconds for the round six match. 
 

 
Round Six Wests Second Grade 20 June 1908 – Note this Round was a Bye for Wests First Grade 

 

George returned to First Grade for the round seven and eight games against North Sydney and 
Cumberland respectively. 

 

 
Round Seven Wests v North Sydney 27 June 1908 



 
Round Eight Wests v Cumberland 4 July 1908 at Birchgrove Oval 

 

George must have been playing well as he was selected to play for Metropolis against the visiting New 
Zealand Maori team on 22 July. In the Metropolis team was Wests players, Ted Mead and Jim 
Abercrombie. Dally Messenger was also a late inclusion. 
 
The Metropolis team started well but the Maori team overwhelmed them late in the match. It was 
not a great game for George Duffin with the Sydney Sportsman describing him as an “absolute failure.” 
It was George’s first foray into the representative scene and it was a match that wouldn’t define him. 
He went on to have a successful representative career over the coming years. 

 

 
Sydney Sportsman 29 July 1908 

 

 
SMH  22 July 1908 

 

He was not listed in Wests First Grade team in the round nine game against Newtown which was 
played three days after the Metropolis v Maori game. The Evening News included George in the First 
Grade team list when it reported on the final competition game against Easts.  
 
However, the Sunday Sun reporting on the same match had Claude McFayden in the team and not 
George Duffin. There were other errors in the Evening News report so it is likely that the Sunday Sun 
was the more accurate account which would mean that George did not play in the round ten game. 
 

 
Round Ten Wests v Easts 8 August 1908 – Evening News 8 August 1908 



During his season with Wests, George Duffin played four First Grade and one Reserve Grade games. It 
is possible that he played more games with Wests during that season but the recording of games 
during rugby league’s first season was not as comprehensive as it might have been. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
At the end of the football season, George would normally commence playing cricket. However there 
is no record of him returning to Grade cricket in Sydney in the later part of 1908. It seems that George 
was doing some travelling around NSW and Queensland.  
 
It is known that he was in Brisbane in October and then Murwillumbah NSW in November 1908. He 
found himself in trouble, being accused of involvement with the theft of jewellery in both locations. 
He tried to pawn a watch in Sydney in December and when brought before the Sydney Court, he was 
granted bail until police could make further enquiries.  
 
The charge relating to the Murwillumbah matter was subsequently withdrawn by late December but 
he was remanded to Brisbane to answer to the charges brought in Queensland.  
 

 
NSW Police Gazette 30 December 1908 

 

 
Brisbane Courier 9 January 1909 

 

George pleaded guilty to the charge and was given a good behaviour bond as well as being required 
to compensate the value of the jewellery that was stolen. The Court decision was handed down on 8 
January 1909 and George played his first A Grade cricket match with the Nundah Cricket Club on 9 
January. 

George Duffin’s Playing Record at Wests 
 

Year 1st Grade 2nd Grade 3rd Grade Tries Goals Total 
Points 

1908 4 1 0 0 0 0 

Total 4 1 0 0 0 0 



It was unlikely that George had any intention of moving to Queensland but in one of those sliding door 
moments, he was sent there to face the judiciary. The recent events that confronted George were 
probably a wake-up call. He clearly made contacts in the sporting world while awaiting the outcome 
of his trial, as he immediately settled into Brisbane life and became a prominent cricketer.  
 
He was selected to play for Brisbane Metropolis against Central Queensland in April 1909 and was 
selected again to play for Brisbane Metropolis against NSW Northern Rivers in November that year.  

 

 
Brisbane Metropolis Cricket v Central Queensland Cricket - Brisbane Courier 9 April 1909 

 

At the end of the 1908-09 cricket season, George joined the Toombul rugby league club. Toombul, like 
Wests were in Sydney, was a foundation member of the Queensland rugby league competition. 
George has the honour of being one of three players that played in the inaugural year of both the NSW 
and Queensland premier rugby league competitions. 
 
I his first year playing in Brisbane, George represented; 
 

• Brisbane Metropolis RL v Ipswich RL 1909 

• Brisbane RL v Maryborough RL 1909 

• Probables RL v Possibles RL (Queensland Selection) 1909 

• Queensland RL v New Zealand Maoris RL (2 Games) 1909 

• Queensland RL v New Zealand RL 1909 

• Australia RL v New Zealand RL 1909 

 
It was a great honour to represent Queensland but an even greater honour to represent Australia 
against New Zealand. The Australian teams in that period had both NSW and Queensland players 
which reflected the representation of the two rugby league centres in the nation at that time. 
 

 
 New Zealand RL v Queensland RL Brisbane Telegraph 21 June 1909 



 
Queensland Team that Defeated the New Zealand Maoris – August 1909 

George Duffin (Front - Far Left) 

 

From the match report it is evident that George proved to be a capable member of the Australian 
team. He had a hand in the lead up to one of the Australian tries and played through to the end with 
a broken nose. 

 
Match Report Australia v New Zealand 26 June 1909 

 

 
Australia v New Zealand - Telegraph Brisbane 28 June 1909 

 

At the end of the 1909 season The Brisbane team went to Maryborough, Queensland to promote the 
new rugby league code. It was evident that rugby league players were becoming well known as in the 
advertisement the names of prominent rugby league players including George Duffin were used to 
promote the upcoming game. 



 
Maryborough Chronicle 15 September 1909 

 

George remained with the Nundah Cricket Club for the 1909-10 summer season and then was back 
into rugby league in 1910 with the Valleys club. He was again on the radar of the selectors and 
represented; 
 

• Brisbane RL v Wide Bay RL 1910 

• Probables RL v Possibles RL (Queensland Selection) 1910 

• Queensland Metropolitan RL v Gympie and Wide Bay RL 1910 

• Queensland RL Firsts v NSW RL Firsts (4 Games) 1910 
 

The 1910-11 summer season saw George find a new cricket club. He joined the Railways (Head Office) 
cricket team. It is likely that his new club was associated with an employment opportunity. George 
played two seasons with the Railways team. 
 

George’s Valleys rugby league team and his former club Toombul combined for the 1911 season. The 
Valleys-Toombul team won the 1911 premiership.  
 

 
Valley Toombul Rugby League Team - Senior Premiers 1911 

George Duffin ( Inset – Top Left) 



George was in great form in 1911 and the selectors included him in the following matches; 
 

• Probables RL v Possibles RL (Queensland Selection) 1911 
• Queensland RL Firsts v NSW RL Firsts (5 Games) 1911 
• Queensland RL v New Zealand RL (2 Games) 1911 

 

The Queensland newspapers perhaps got ahead of themselves when they referred to George Duffin 
“as the greatest fullback that has represented Queensland” and “both he and Maitland are regarded 
as the equals of Messenger in the goal placing department.” The NSW newspapers readily dismissed 
that claim particularly after the Queensland team suffered some large defeats against the New South 
Welshmen. 
  
 

 
L to R: A Maitland, H Heidke, G Hooker, A Lewis, E Buckley, R Tubman 

 

 
L to R: R Nicholson, H Brackenreg (C), C Woodhead, G Duffin, H Glasson, A Pioch, V Anderson 

 

Queensland Rugby League Team in Sydney for the First Interstate Match 1911 

 



 
                                                          SMH 2 June 1911                                                                 Evening News 5 June 1911 

 

  
NSW v Queensland Rugby League Teams – Match Three 1911 

 

 

Queensland Rugby League Team 1911 
Back: R Nicholson, F McComb, A Pioch, E Glasson, V Anderson, R Tubman, A Schatz, Unknown 

Middle: A Maitland, D McGregor, H Heidke, R W Eve, H Brackenreg (C), W Evans, C Woodhead, H Dickens,  

Front: W Thomas, G Hooker, A Lewis, G Duffin, E Buckley 



 

Queensland Rugby League Team 1911 
Back: V Anderson, A Pioch, R H Nicholson, H Brackenreg (C), E Glasson, R Tubman, G Hooker 

Front: C Woodhead, E Lewis, G Duffin, H Heidke, E Buckley, A Maitland 

 

 

 

Queensland Rugby League Team Defeated by NSW 1911 
Back: D McGregor, A Pioch, V Anderson, E Glasson, E Buckley,  

3rd Row: W Evans, A Maitland, R Tubman, H Dickens, F McComb, Unknown 

Sitting: G Duffin, R Nicholson, H Brackenreg, W Eves, H Heidke, C Woodhead, E Lewis,  

Front: W Thomas, G Hooker, A Schatz 



1911 was a significant year for Queensland representative rugby league. Not only did it play a five 
match series against NSW but it also played against the touring New Zealand team. 
 

 
Queensland v New Zealand Program July 1911 

 
 
The 1912 rugby league season saw George continue to play with the Valleys-Toombul club. He was in 
his fourth season in Brisbane and had become a regular in the Queensland representative teams.  
 

 
Queensland Rugby League Team 1912  

to Play against NSW, Agricultural Ground 1 and 3 June 
Back: G Hooker, C Holzberger, T Dean, K Mackay, P Ross, T Healey, R Nicholson,  

Middle: H Collins, G Duffin, W Quinn (VC), A Fullerton (Coach and Selector), W Farnsworth (C), P Fahey, D Jeffrey,  

Front: A Dreveson, H Goldsmith, D Hazelton, W Lynch, G Rousell 



 

NSW v Queensland – Interstate Game One 1912 
Cann (NSW), tackled by Rousell (Q). Can has passed the ball and Duffin (far right) is about to catch it. Burge, Noble and 

Courtney (all NSW) are about to move in on Duffin. 
The Sun 2 June 1912 

 

The Queensland team was soundly defeated by NSW in 1912 but the Queensland newspapers 
reported favourably on George Duffin even though they were less glowing about the team’s 
performance. 
 

 
NSW RL v Queensland RL - The Arrow 8 June 1912 

 
George also had the honour of representing Australia for a second time. The Australian team included 
some of the game’s greats including Dally Messenger, Viv Farnsworth, Billy Cann and Paddy McCue. 

 

 
Australia v New Zealand 6 July 1912 – Telegraph Brisbane 8 July 1912 

 



 
Australian Rugby League Team v New Zealand 1912 

At Top: P McCue (NSW) 

Back: W A Cann (NSW), K Mackay (Q), L Kearney (Referee), C Murtrie (NSW), T Healy (Q) 

Middle: P Fahey (Q), D Hazelton (Q), T Dean (Q), A Schatz, (Q), H Heidke (Q) 

Seated: D Hickey (Q), G Duffin (Q), H H “Dally” Messenger (C) (NSW), J Fullerton (Q), V Farnsworth (NSW), W Quinn (Q), W Lynch (Q) 

Front: Unknown 

 

On a number of occasions George represented Queensland against what was described as a NSW 
team but in essence was a northern NSW team from the Newcastle and Maitland districts. 
 

 
Queensland Rugby League v NSW Northern Districts (Newcastle and Maitland) 1912 



George played the following representative games in 1912; 
 

• Probables RL v Possibles RL (Queensland Selection) 1912 

• Queensland RL Firsts v NSW RL Firsts (2 Games) 1912 

• Queensland RL v New Zealand RL (2 Games) 1912 

• Queensland RL v Newcastle and Maitland (3 games) RL 1912 

• Australia RL v New Zealand RL  1912 
 

In the 1912-13 summer season George moved on to the Valley District Cricket Club. It would be his 
last season playing cricket in Brisbane. He was also approaching the end of his rugby league career in 
1913. He moved across to the Railway Rugby League club and was appointed captain of the A Grade 
team. He also captained the Brisbane representative team and the Queensland team that played the 
New Zealand Maoris. George was selected in the following representative teams in 1913;  
 

• Brisbane Metropolis RL v Queensland Country RL 1913 

• Brisbane RL v Ipswich RL 1913 

• Brisbane RL v Wide Bay RL 1913 

• Brisbane RL v Toowoomba RL 1913 

• Queensland RL v New Zealand RL 1913 
 

 
Queensland Rugby League Team v New Zealand 1913 
Back: B Nalder (South Brisbane), J Roche (Referee), M Busteed (Childers),  

Middle: N McGregor (Railways), S Parker (Toowoomba), P Fahey (Natives), D Greaves (West End),  

C Wilson (West End), P W Ross (Howard) 

Front: W Lynch (Natives), K Mackay (Natives), D Hickey (Natives), G Duffin (C) (Railways), T Healy (Natives),  

S Cork (Railways), C Maunders (Ipswich).  

At Front: J Sargood (West End) 

 
George returned to Sydney towards the end of 1913. He took up a position as a Conductor with the 
NSW Rail and Tramways in October 1913. He played with the North Sydney Cricket Club as well as the 
Tramways Cricket Club in the 1913-14 season. 
 



 
George Duffin’s Employment Record 1913-14 

 
In the winter of 1914, George played rugby league with the North Sydney Club as well as the NSW 
Tramways rugby league team. He is recorded playing several Second Grade games with North Sydney 
in the early part of the season. He then played for NSW Tramways against Queensland Tramways and 
Railways in June. 
 

 
NSW Tramways v Queensland Tramways and Railways – SMH 6 June 1914 

 

A Tramways rugby league team, which included George, was selected to play a match in the central 
west NSW town of Wellington on 5 August 1914. 
 

 
Tramways v Wellington (NSW) to be played on 5 August - Wellington Times 23 July 1914 

 
The last record of George Duffin playing rugby league was three days after the Tramways game against 
Wellington. George played for the North Sydney Second Grade team on Saturday 8 August.  
 
It was a significant week in world history as Great Britain declared war on Germany on 4 August 1914 
and Australia like other Commonwealth countries immediately supported “the mother country.” 



 
North Sydney Rugby League Team 1914 

Back: Dave Murray(Trainer), Os Deane, F Reynolds (Selector), Sid Deane, Erwin Franke, W Odbert (Secretary), Ed Shaw 

(Referee), Sid Humfress, William Maher?, John Woodward, Reg Gosper, Unknown, Jum Scully, G A smith (Trainer) 

Middle: Stan Lloyd, Ed McIntyre, Sid McFarlane, Albert Broomham (C), Con Sullivan, Gus Green, Ed Taplin 

Front: Bert Wilkinson, Charlie Sherritt, Mascot Unknown, George Wheatley, George Duffin 

 
George Duffin had a First Class career of sixty four games. This includes thirty eight First Grade 
premiership games in Sydney and Brisbane. He played most of his rugby league in Queensland playing 
with the Toombul, Valleys and Railway clubs. George represented Queensland on twenty two 
occasions, Australia twice and Sydney and Brisbane metropolitan, once each. 

 

George Duffin’s First Class Playing Record 
 

Year Representative  
Team 

Opponent Rep  
Games 

1st Grade 
Premiership 

Pre-
Season 

Cup 

Mid-
Week 
Cup 

1908 - - 0 Wests 4 0 0 

1908 Sydney Metropolis NZ Maoris 1 - - - - 

1909 - - - Toombul 5 - - 

1909 Queensland New Zealand 1 - - - - 

1909 Queensland NZ Maoris 2 - - - - 

1909 Australia New Zealand 1 - - - - 

1910 - - - Valleys 9 - - 

1910 Queensland NSW 4 - - - - 

1911 - - - Valleys Toombul 10 - - 

1911 Queensland NSW 5 - - - - 

1911 Queensland  New Zealand 2 - - - - 

1912 - - - Valleys Toombul 3 - - 

1912 Queensland  Newcastle (NSW) 3 - - - - 

1912 Queensland NSW 2 - - - - 

1912 Queensland  New Zealand 2 - - - - 

1912 Australia  New Zealand 1 - - - - 

1913 - - - Railways 7 - - 

1913 Brisbane Metropolis Qld Country 1 - - - - 

1913 Queensland New Zealand 1 - - - - 

Total   26  38 0 0 



George joined the Middle Harbour Cricket Club in the 1914-15 summer season. The Middle Harbour 
club was the result of a merger between the Manly and Mosman clubs in the 1905-06 season. It was 
not a popular union with the club often referred to as Manly Cricket Club. The Manly and Mosman 
clubs would demerge in the 1920’s. Today the Manly club claims George Duffin as one of their own. 
Given that George lived at Manly at this time then that appears to be  a reasonable claim. 
 
George William Duffin enlisted with the first AIF in March 1915. He served with the 18th Australian 
Infantry Battalion, C Company and embarked from Sydney on 25 June 1915. 
 

 
Referee 28 July 1915 

 
He arrived at Gallipoli just in time for the August offensive and the Battle for Hill 60. Wests players, 
George Gagan, (18th Battalion C Company) was wounded at Hill 60, James Redmond (18th Battalion 
A Company) saw action at Hill 60 and was evacuated with shell concussion and deafness, and Ted 
Bellamy (18th Battalion 1st Reinforcements) was also wounded at Hill 60 and evacuated to England.  
 
George Duffin's parents received a letter from the Red Cross on 5 May 1916 that gave an account of 
what apparently happened to George. A witness, Lance Corporal J Donaldson knew George Duffin and 
they "knocked" about together. He was with George at the charge of Hill 60, on 22 August 1915.  
 
Three lines of Turkish trenches were taken and held. George was missing after the charge and must 
have fallen over. He could not have been taken prisoner as the Turks did not re-take the ground on 
which he fell. Lance Corporal Donaldson made extensive enquiries but found nothing of George's 
whereabouts. He concluded that he must have been killed.  
 
The 18th Battalion commenced the Hill 60 offensive with about one thousand men but after the 
offensive could only muster 386. A Court of Inquiry held at Fricourt, France on 10 April 1917. reported 
that there was no evidence available in the Battalion regarding this man. The finding of the Court of 
Inquiry was that George William Duffin was killed in action. The Gallipoli Peninsula is George Duffin's 
final resting place.    

 

 
Lone Pine Memorial Panel 61 Gallipoli 

(Note: George’s cousin Ben Duffin of the 18th Battalion was killed at Hill 60 on 27 August 1915. He was never found.) 


