George Duffin

..... was born at Stanmore but his exposure to rugby union and cricket would have been after the family
moved to the inner Sydney suburb of Glebe. He was a talented rugby union and cricket player who
rose through the juniors ranks. At seventeen he was playing with the Leichhardt-Balmain Third Grade
cricket team..

George’s mother died in December 1903 and his father then resided at Thomas St Ashfield. This was
also the home of George’s older brother Albert Duffin.

George played with the Ashfield Borough (Third Grade) rugby union club in 1904.

Ashfield Boroug Hpps Borough, a
tion Ground.-—Dulﬂn. Blnke. Klrwa.n.

dith (2), Hilllard, Franks, Elllott, Stack, Plckud.
Luhr, Mead, Ellis, 8heather, Carter (1§), Niblett (17).

Evening News 22 April 1904

In the 1904-05 cricket season George played with the Burwood Cricket Club which was the fore-runner
of the Western Suburbs District Cricket Club. He made his First Grade debut with the Burwood Cricket
Club against Glebe on 19 November 1904 at the age of eighteen. He was bowled out for a duck in his
First Grade debut but would go on and be a very useful fast bowler and handy batsman. He is Western
Suburbs District Cricket Club, player no. 88. George continued playing with the Burwood club until the
end of the 1907-08 season.

BURWOOD v. GLEBE.
At Sydney Cricket Ground. e st
DBURWOOD-—First Innings.

J. R. Mackay, b Cotter .....v000vee. 14
AV E: Johnston ¢ Bardsley, b (.al—

AT - i s R A s senes. 400

A, Diamond, lbw, b DBowden ........ 87

H. Donnan, run out ........... iosavees O

I' G. L. Garnsey, st Bubb, b Bowden .... 78

G. P. Barbour, b Bowden ........0..00 22

J. OConnor. not out ...... S S 7
D, Reid, ¢ sub (Searle), b (,hnn.ic 1
\': T J. Finneran, ¢ Bubb, b Christie 13
Nuftin, b Bonden ..... e e ROt k]
J. bearfe. b Bowden ....... s vy e O
DBycs 28, leg-byes 4, w 1, no-Lull 3 36

George Duffin’s First Grade Cricket Debut 19 November 1904

In 1905, George played one game with the Ashfield Borough rugby union team before switching across
to the Glebe Borough rugby union team.

~_Jshfield Borough v. Waterioo BOTOUgh, Iecreailon |
Ground, Ashfield —M‘'Kellar, King, Anlderson, \Wat-
kins, Elliott, Pickargd, Niblett, Harris, Manneu Duf-
fen, Duggan, Klirwan, Mead, Stack, Luhr, Ellls,

Ashfield Borough Rugby Union Team - 14 April 1905




e

Glebe.-—Full-back, TDiuffen: three-quarter
backs, Fane, Vaughan, Foster, Hickey;
hnl\"@:x-t. Davis, Parsons; forwards, Criffithe,
Mlilford, Morrison, Richards, Amblin, Barry,
Dumbeth. Dickinson,

Glebe Borough Rugby Union Team - Sunday Sun 25 June 1905

While George was clearly based at Ashfield it is not surprising that he played with the Glebe club in
the 1905 season given his family connection with this suburb and the Glebe rugby union club. Why he
went there is not quite clear but it may be that his brother Richard was still living at Glebe and he went
to live with him.

There also maybe a work related connection as George was also recorded playing with the Mick
Simmons Wednesday Holiday rugby union team in 1905. This team was effectively a business house
playing in a business house competition. These teams attracted some of the best footballers of their
time. The Mick Simmons team included Chris McKivatt who would years later coach Wests and Albert
Conlon who played with the Glebe rugby league club.

Mick Simmcons.—Full-back, F. Hamlin; three-
quarters, A. Conlon, G. Duffin, D. Hickey, J.
Dummett: halves, R. Burden, C. M'Kivatt; fa--
wards, B, O'Nell, L. Johnson, D. Lang, Farrelly,
Harris, Pert, Algle, Molloy; reserves, Kibbin,
C. Bulfin, R, Long.

Mick Simmons Rugby Union Team — Evening News 23 May 1905

By 1906 George Duffin was playing with the Western Suburbs District Rugby Union Club. He started in
the second Grade team but was soon playing First Grade.

FIRST GRADE.

WESTERN SUBURBS v. EASTERN
S8UBURBS.
WESTERN SUBURBS.

Duffin,
H. Keen, 0. Adams, 8. Wickham, C, Terry.
A. Patterson, W. Prentice,

O'Callaghan, W. Ford, 3. Carr, J. Phlllips,
8, Westwoad, C. Forsylhe, W. Stack,
W, Hanley,

0

W, Horrlgan, 8. Pearce, M. M'Arthur, F,
Clarke, L, 8, Jones, W, Knight, . George,
N. Row,

A. Rosenfeld, F. O'Grady.

J. Stuntz, H, u-.-ssc-umia. J. Davis, P. Rosen-
fuld,

J. D'Alpuget,
Subject to alteration,
EASTERN BEUBURL.,

Western Suburbs Rugby Union First Grade v Eastern Suburbs - Australian Star 27 July 1906




It was also recorded in December 1906 that G Duffin was a member of Arthur Macarthur’s team that
played a visiting Western Districts team at the SCG No.2. He was recorded as G D Duffin but that was
apparently a mis-recording as there is no person with the surname of Duffin and the initials G D
although there is a reference to his name as George D Duffin on his military file.

It also appears that Duffin was a late inclusion in the team and that maybe because he was working at
the Sydney Cricket Ground and was called into the team at short notice. He is recorded as a member
of the SCG ground staff at a works picnic function in April 1906.

BYDNEY GROUND EMPLOYEES' PIONIC, 1

The annual plenic of the staff  of the

Sydney Cricket Ground wan held on
Thursday at Lincke's pleasure grounds,
Sandringham, There waus a large atsendince, including
a number of visitors. At luncheon, served by Mr.
Lincke, Mr. J. Jennings presided.  Beveral toasts were
honoured. Vocal itemn were contributed by s
Jennin Misses Cook (2), Messrs, Remenschueider and
C. Andetson. Sports and dancing were also held.
Results of the Ms:—Married ladics: Mri Nolan, 1§
Mre. Ryan, 2; Mm. Rylstone, 3. Qirls: Miss Wright,
1; Miss Harrison, 2; Miss Sharman, 3. Uround stafl
(first prize presented by Mr. Albert Gregory): G.
Roberts, 1; A, M'Becath, 2; T. Cotterdale, 3. Con-
solation: G. Duilia, 1; R. Bunncrman, 2; A. Bims, 3.
} s Remenachneider, 1; H. Brown. 2; C.

SMH 26 April 1906

LITHGOW V. MR. MACARTHUR’S
. TEAM

Played on the Sydney Cricket Ground (No.
2) yesterday. -—

Trumper was batting 45 minutes. Includ-
ed In his score were five sixers. In one over
from Kenna he hit three sixers and a four
from four successive balls. Scores:—

LITHGOW, -

First Innings, MR, M'ARTHUR'S TEAM.
E. G. Baxter, b Trumper ...,....,ccoees . 8 Firat Innings,

W. Watson, ¢ Plte, b HIll ... iivvvivannen 0 V, Trumper, fun OUl ...ccvvvevpeasssssners 9o
R. Gallagher, D PIt® .coocceeciancniannss o 9 M Ufg". 3N YV T R SRS S AN |
B Konne BB N Tesssasrssestasoressotns it A, Mackenzie, b Kenna .covevverens AT ars AR
J. Finlay, ¢ HIIL, b Dumfln cooviiiiianiannns o A DIt D IR B vt et e aanshaas e
T, Farry, b Trwnper ...... veereerinineeees 12 R MOERIUre b KENNR ooesennsnsons i A
R. Sandford, b Duffin 6 p Ml retired 02
W. Sorrell, b Plte ..... ] !'.. M'Eﬂ!hone b Wauon.' """" A 29

T. Goodall, hnt out . O o' ey J besesersncednydsav
J. Dixon. b LuMn .. v P V\‘ud. D FINIBY. vosoiedeccrsnsorsonsior 8
0. Smith. abzent ... P 0 A. M'Arthur, b Goodall ,........coeeneves "
SuUDATIeN oieiriecacesaase A vee 11 H, M'Intosh, b Forrell soviceceeerersneees 0
-— G, D, DUffin, not out ....oecvivrrcrnersens « N
POLRY:  icitaonssinenisnarnarvsbosane 183 Sundries .......c000n TS I L TR |
Dowling Analysts —HIill, two wickets for 31 ot
runs; Trumper, two for 38; Duffin, three for TOALY . avoringie RIS APl )

41; Macarthur, none for 16; Gregg, none Ior . yrArthur's team won by §7 runs.
13: Plte, two for 45,

Mr A H Macarthurs XI v Western Districts XI SCG No.2 - 27 December 1906

George had moved on from the Western Suburbs rugby union club and was playing with the Ashfield
Second Grade rugby union club in 1907. Nine members of this team would play First Grade rugby
league with Wests in the coming years.




SECOND GRADE

Ashficld.—G, Duilin, W, Marshall, A, Lawis,
I, Duggan, W, M'Kitchie, J. Ry, J. Hoa-
son, K. ks, WL Elllott, B, Nead, A, 2uafr,
W. M'Farlane, I8, Fetherstime, O Anderson,
E. Holloway; reseivea—E. uhils, . fethor-
slone, W, M*'Mulkin, 8, Duncan, Wentworth

Australian Star 17 May 1907

The 1908 season was an eventful one for George Duffin with a number of highs and lows. He was first
recorded trialling with the Western Suburbs First Grade rugby union team in a match against
University on 4 April. On the same weekend, George was also trialling with the Western Suburbs First
Grade rugby league team.

It was evident that George had moved on from rugby union as he played a further trial with Wests on
the following weekend.

. WESTERN SUBUABS.—S. Wickham, full-back:
C. Tenw, H. Orr, G. Dufin, J. McDonald, three
Gqoariers ; J. Tullr sad O. Harding, halves ; J.
Phillips V. Jarvis, &. Rosenthall, J. Miller. A.
}). ﬁ:;:h. 8. Carr, M. Westwood, and J. Inglis,

Western Suburbs First Grade Rugby Union Trial - Sunday Times 5 April 1908

Western Suburba. —Full-back, Morris;
Ellis, Duffin, Phelan, and Franks; halves,
and James; forwards, Mead, Klliots, BSmith, Staci,
and Abercrombie,

Western Suburbs First Grade Rugby League Trial - SMH 6 April 1908

Lo

WESTERN SUBURBS.—Full-back. G. Duffn] threme
quarters, J. Franks, 5. Bellamey, il. Gormly, Lo
Bylwell; bhalves, B. Duggan, 5. \Walkins; forwarda,
J. swck, W. Eiljott, R. Eilis, E. Mead, C. Lubr, Se
Mount.

e
Western Suburbs First Grade Rugby League Second Trial - Evening News 10 April 1908

George had made an impression in the trial matches with Wests and was listed in the Sydney
Sportsman as one of the fine young players in Wests ranks.

Western Suburbs have a fine lot of
young players in: Stack. BHiott. Wat-
kKins, Duffin. R. RlMa. R. and A. Gorm-
ley, Bylevel, McFaydn, Labhr, Phelan,
Dugzan, Franko, Mount, Metcaife and
Rush. Abercrombie, fram North Sydney,
ls also with them, and will assist ¢o
keep the young forwards together.

Sydney Sportsman 15 April 1908

He was listed in Wests First Grade team for the opening round of the 1908 competition which was the
very first round of rugby league in Australia.




WESTERN . " WESTERN
SUBURBS 1908 Round 1 Monday 20th April Birchgrove Park SUBURBS

Balmain 24 def. Western Suburbs 0

Joe REGENT Fullback George DUFFIN

George WILCOX Wing Arthur BLAKE

G FITPATRICK Centre Tom PHELAN

A WALKER Centre Ted DUGGAN

Alf LATTA Wing Percy FRANKS

Tommy O'DONNELL Five-Eighth Edward GORMLEY

A BRYANT Halfback Raymond GORMLEY

W FISHER Lock Ted MEAD

Alf DOBBS Second Row William ELLIOTT

Ted McFADDEN Second Row Arthur BROWN

Robert GRAVES (c) Front Row Alfred MOUNT

A WARD Hooker Jim STACK (c)

Joe APOLONEY Front Row Jim ABERCROMBIE

George Duffin’s First Grade Debut with Wests — Round One 20 April 1908

In a well beaten team, George Duffin and Bill Elliott were the pick of Wests players in the first round
match against Balmain.

[ the defensive play Duttin ang Ellolt played capitalls I
for Westernn Subutos §

Daily Telegraph 21 April 1908

Reporting of rugby league games in the early years was not as thorough as it might have been.
Numerous errors were made recording player’s names and lower grade games received little
coverage. It is possible that George played more games than have been recorded here, so comments
will be included where there is some uncertainty.

George did not play First Grade in the round two game against Souths and as no report has been found
for the Second Grade game, it is unknown whether he played at all in that round. However he was
back in First Grade for the round three match against Glebe.

The round four game was against Newcastle. George was listed in the First Grade team but there is no
record that he played in that match. Therefore it is unknown whether he withdrew injured or was
dropped to the lower grades.

WESTERN SUBURSS. —Full-bacx, T Dniffing
throe-qualters, S. Phelan, K. M Fudyen, R. Gorm-
ley. J. Franks; halves: . Eille, 3. uggan: ‘or-
wardr, Alergombie  Stack, Mounz, TEiils, Mead,
EUiotl.  Rezerves: idavie flrown, 1oncan. Lohr.

Round Four Wests v Newcastle 23 May 1908 Selected but DNP

There is no mention of George Duffin playing in any round five games. It is possible that he was playing
in Second Grade but no information has been recorded for that team on that day.

The 1908 season was only ten rounds in duration which meant there were periods when no football
was played. It did enable players to focus on other things in the down period. No doubt some young
men used that time to demonstrate their manhood off the field as well. George is recorded being
involved in such a situation.

On 10 June 1908 he attended a dance at the Ashfield Town Hall. With some chest beating there was
a dispute as to who had the best pugilistic skills which then spilled out onto the Liverpool Rd. Before




the contest got going, the local constabulary intervened and George and his opponent found
themselves before the local court where they were fined for riotous behaviour.

AFTER THE DANCE.

On the night of the 10th instant, two vyoung
men, named Samuel Pearce and Georgze Duffin,
were among a number of cthers who attended a
dance at the Ashfield Town Hall. During the
evening the question of their respective pugi-
listic merits arose and when the dance was over
they adjourned to the Liverpool-road in front
of the hall to decide who was the hatrer fitted
to meet champion Burns. The matter, however,
is stiil in abeyance, as before the first round
was over, Constable Sinclair, who Lappened to
be on duty in plain clothes about 50 vards away,
swooped down on the palr, and before thoy
could recover from the shock of the unexpected
interruption, they were being gently but firmly
escorted to the polico station. At the Ashficld
Court the combatants were proceeded against
for rlotous behaviour, and, pleading guilty, wera
each fined 10s with 3s 6d costs,

Evening News 27 June 1908

The next round of football was a bye for the Wests First Grade team; however the Second Grade team
did play and George Duffin was listed in the Seconds for the round six match.

WHLSTIRN SUDNURDBS.—UGark,  G.  Lomn; theee.
qunrters. J. Hoadgeon, H. M'Cay. K. Gormiey, 1.
tevie! halves, 13 Dugean, J, James: forwiards, 13-
itoty, Medealf, Harrington, Crawfon), Healy, A'Mnl-
kin, Re=rrven: Dnek, Baldock, DBlake, forwards,
Alannell, Scott, Doyie.

Round Six Wests Second Grade 20 June 1908 — Note this Round was a Bye for Wests First Grade

George returned to First Grade for the round seven and eight games against North Sydney and
Cumberland respectively.
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¥ MEADE—12. W. ELLIOTT—13. § . |5z E. GLASSON.—10.  , F. NOTTING—11,
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Round Seven Wests v North Sydney 27 June 1908




WESTERN SUBURBS s '
Color— Black and W kite. Colors—Ttoyal and Gold.
FULL-BACK:
FULL-BACK: A ABDOTT
G. DUFFIN—1. THREE-QUARTERS:
ST AR AR T E R . e HARmIS A. HALLING
R,‘_. G,'.Jllu::‘ﬁ; i ",“;*h;::;\_—b 1%, BLOOMFIELD K. O:GRADY
T * 3 3 : HALF-BACKS:
HALF-BACKS: J. CRIBB C.WALLIS
HODGSON~G. F. BLLIS 7. FORWARDS:
FORWA I0S: A. G. FRASER A. BURDUS
ADERCROMEIE-S. J. STACK—9. E. BELLAMY F. JARVIS
S. GILBERT—10. R. BLLIS 11 J. LALOR R. CASEY
. MEADE—12. W. BELLIOTT—13. RESERVES
Reservoi—A, BROWN  T. PHELAN F. ANDREWS, J. SPEARS, A. HAWKINS

Round Eight Wests v Cumberland 4 July 1908 at Birchgrove Oval

George must have been playing well as he was selected to play for Metropolis against the visiting New
Zealand Maori team on 22 July. In the Metropolis team was Wests players, Ted Mead and Jim
Abercrombie. Dally Messenger was also a late inclusion.

The Metropolis team started well but the Maori team overwhelmed them late in the match. It was
not a great game for George Duffin with the Sydney Sportsman describing him as an “absolute failure.”
It was George’s first foray into the representative scene and it was a match that wouldn’t define him.
He went on to have a successful representative career over the coming years.

Dufiin, at ful-back, was an absolute ;
ure. He must have thought he was
Union rules the way be found the line se
§roequently.

Sydney Sportsman 29 July 1908

P Fakers, airains. Fligma. L o
?x’lzmﬂd?&r‘l: ::: llgs.t-rfm-r; l’mlvm. ?:;m L,' %-‘6’.
Z\'nhlc: Mead, ')O'bbl; n;:«;;w:f “;.‘dr;:rr?l:' TAM £
ting, and Harris. axlor, Nete

SMH 22 July 1908

He was not listed in Wests First Grade team in the round nine game against Newtown which was
played three days after the Metropolis v Maori game. The Evening News included George in the First
Grade team list when it reported on the final competition game against Easts.

However, the Sunday Sun reporting on the same match had Claude McFayden in the team and not
George Duffin. There were other errors in the Evening News report so it is likely that the Sunday Sun
was the more accurate account which would mean that George did not play in the round ten game.

WESTERN SURURBS.—Full-back, J. Hodson:
threc-quarters, Frost. Brown, Ellioit, Gormley;
halves, Duffin, E. Ellis; forwards, R. Ellis, J.
Stack, Abercronibie, V. Elliott E. Meade S.
Gilbert.

Round Ten Wests v Easts 8 August 1908 — Evening News 8 August 1908




During his season with Wests, George Duffin played four First Grade and one Reserve Grade games. It
is possible that he played more games with Wests during that season but the recording of games
during rugby league’s first season was not as comprehensive as it might have been.

George Duffin’s Playing Record at Wests

Points

-_--_-_-_
1 J o0 0o [ 0 [ 0 |

At the end of the football season, George would normally commence playing cricket. However there
is no record of him returning to Grade cricket in Sydney in the later part of 1908. It seems that George
was doing some travelling around NSW and Queensland.

1stGrade 2"dGrade | 3" Grade Tries ‘ Goals ‘ Total

It is known that he was in Brisbane in October and then Murwillumbah NSW in November 1908. He
found himself in trouble, being accused of involvement with the theft of jewellery in both locations.
He tried to pawn a watch in Sydney in December and when brought before the Sydney Court, he was
granted bail until police could make further enquiries.

The charge relating to the Murwillumbah matter was subsequently withdrawn by late December but
he was remanded to Brisbane to answer to the charges brought in Queensland.

Vide Police Gazette, 1903, page 416.

George Duffin, charged with stealing the gold watch (1908-
1608) the property of Percy Collins (recovered), has heen
arrested by Detcctives Murdoch and Buzzacott and Constable
Jennings, Sydney Police. Withdrawn. Further charged,
on provisional warrant, with stealing jewellery value £7 at
South Brisbane (Q) the property of Mrs. Lord. Remaanded
to Brisbane.

NSW Police Gazette 30 December 1908

—

Georee Duflin was sz o1 brought up and
chared with stwealing jewellery  to the
vilue of €7, from th Palace Hotel, South
Briscane, on 8th October last yeat.

Me. T J. O'Shen appeared  for the ace
cuseil, and Sergeant Newman p:osecuted.

Accused, who elected o he dealt with
swmm. ull;. pleaded ewlty, and was sen-
tenced  to three  months' unprisonment,
with hard Jibcur, execution (o be sus-
pended under section 656 of the code, on s
tnlering into a hand of £100 and restep-
iz within two mouths the sum of L3,
the value of the fewellery which had not
ueen recovercd.

Brisbane Courier 9 January 1909

George pleaded guilty to the charge and was given a good behaviour bond as well as being required
to compensate the value of the jewellery that was stolen. The Court decision was handed down on 8
January 1909 and George played his first A Grade cricket match with the Nundah Cricket Club on 9
January.




It was unlikely that George had any intention of moving to Queensland but in one of those sliding door
moments, he was sent there to face the judiciary. The recent events that confronted George were
probably a wake-up call. He clearly made contacts in the sporting world while awaiting the outcome
of his trial, as he immediately settled into Brisbane life and became a prominent cricketer.

He was selected to play for Brisbane Metropolis against Central Queensland in April 1909 and was
selected again to play for Brisbane Metropolis against NSW Northern Rivers in November that year.

. The gelectore (Measrs, J. P, Clark, W.
T. Evans, aud S, §. Redgrn\'el) have chosen
the following to represent the tmetropolis
in the mateh ugainst the Combined Cen-
tral Queensland team, which will be playved
in Brisbane on Easter Saturday umlp Mun-
day :—Me=srv, W, T, Evans, 8. J. Red-
vave, (. ‘Brown, W, Sewart, W. I.
Haves, J. W. Muclaren, J, W. Fletcher,
G, Duttin, G, Hanify, €. Rowe. T. B.
Fuunce, and (. Anderson (twelfth wan),

Brisbane Metropolis Cricket v Central Queensland Cricket - Brisbane Courier 9 April 1909

At the end of the 1908-09 cricket season, George joined the Toombul rugby league club. Toombul, like
Wests were in Sydney, was a foundation member of the Queensland rugby league competition.
George has the honour of being one of three players that played in the inaugural year of both the NSW
and Queensland premier rugby league competitions.

| his first year playing in Brisbane, George represented;

e Brisbane Metropolis RL v Ipswich RL 1909

e  Brisbane RL v Maryborough RL 1909

e Probables RL v Possibles RL (Queensland Selection) 1909
e Queensland RL v New Zealand Maoris RL (2 Games) 1909
e Queensland RL v New Zealand RL 1909

e Australia RL v New Zealand RL 1909

It was a great honour to represent Queensland but an even greater honour to represent Australia
against New Zealand. The Australian teams in that period had both NSW and Queensland players
which reflected the representation of the two rugby league centres in the nation at that time.

New Zealand v. Queensland,

Win for the Visitore.

Thore were peebably nearly 4,
tors at the crioket ’&
day afternoon to witness the Kugh

Leagus match between New Zealand -ui
a Queenslund thirteen, The teams were :

New Zealand.—Full back, A. House ;
threequarters, BE. Buckland, H. Rowe,
B. Hcower ; five-cighths, A. Carlaw, R.
M‘Donald ; half, J. Barber (captain) ;
forwards, A. Lile, W. Trevarthen, 3
!t(‘i’enm' C. Byrmme, C. Suliivan, and B.

2.

Queensland. —Full back, D. M'Gregor ;
threo-quarters, & Rousell, W. H
‘ (captain), G Duffin; N, M'Gregor ; five-
eighth, H. Dickens : half, W. Abrahams ;
forwards, H. Brackenrigg, V. A ¢
II. Cartmill, A Harvey. P, Dwyer, and
¥. M'Coomb. .

New Zealand RL v Queensland RL Brisbane Telegraph 21 June 1909




Queensland Team that Defeated the New Zealand Maoris — August 1909
George Duffin (Front - Far Left)

From the match report it is evident that George proved to be a capable member of the Australian
team. He had a hand in the lead up to one of the Australian tries and played through to the end with

a broken nose.

Duffin hagd the

noss spninst Paddy Lile's sibow,

bad Juck to test his
Tha

sibow waas victorious, and the Leasgue
wera muleted In the sum of 10a, [for
aplints, DuMn wns hoedy and coel
alwayw

Match Report Australia v New Zealand 26 June 1909

International Test Match.

'T‘hc teams

were ¢ Now  Zealand—Full

Australia Defeats New Zealand.

There were nearly 7,000 spectators at
the cricket ground on Saturday to wit-
ness the International Rugby League match
between the New Zealanders and a {eam
chosen from the New South Wales and
Queensland  Leagues, Which represented
Australia. Though at 1 p.m. rain threatened
to Iall, the alternoon remained  fine.
The Brisbane Municipal Band played Selee-
libolnu during the game, and played admir-
ably.

V. Anderson (Q.), H. Nichoison (Q.).
——— ——————— |

back, A. Housc) (hree-quarters, E. Buck-
land, 1. Rowe, B. Hooker ; five-cighths,
A. Carlaw, R. M'Donald; hall, J. Barber;
forwards, A, Lile, W. Trevarthen, ..
Spencer, C. Byrne, H. Knight, B. King.
Australia=Full back, D. M'Gregor (R.):
three-quarters, G. Dufin (Q.). Woodhead
(Q.), F. Broomham (N.S.W.): five-
eighths, W. Heidke {G.), . Dickens
(Q.) ; half, M, Dore (Q.): forwards, H.
Brackenreg (Q.): S. Courlney (N.S.W)),
L. O'Malley (N.S.W.), W. Noble (N.S.W))

A

Australia v New Zealand - Telegraph Brisbane 28 June 1909

At the end of the 1909 season The Brisbane team went to Maryborough, Queensland to promote the
new rugby league code. It was evident that rugby league players were becoming well known as in the
advertisement the names of prominent rugby league players including George Duffin were used to

promote the upcoming game.




Saturday Afternoon, Sep. 18.

BRISBANE V. MARYBOROUGH,
yueensland Amateur Eugby Leagus Eules.

4DMISSION, 64. EVERYONE.
Eﬂ& Boss, Harvey, who have all
represented Australia this ssason.

Maryborough Chronicle 15 September 1909

George remained with the Nundah Cricket Club for the 1909-10 summer season and then was back
into rugby league in 1910 with the Valleys club. He was again on the radar of the selectors and
represented;

e  Brisbane RL v Wide Bay RL 1910

e Probables RL v Possibles RL (Queensland Selection) 1910

e Queensland Metropolitan RL v Gympie and Wide Bay RL 1910
e Queensland RL Firsts v NSW RL Firsts (4 Games) 1910

The 1910-11 summer season saw George find a new cricket club. He joined the Railways (Head Office)
cricket team. It is likely that his new club was associated with an employment opportunity. George
played two seasons with the Railways team.

George’s Valleys rugby league team and his former club Toombul combined for the 1911 season. The
Valleys-Toombul team won the 1911 premiership.

Valley Toombul Rugby League Team - Senior Premiers 1911
George Duffin ( Inset — Top Left)




George was in great form in 1911 and the selectors included him in the following matches;

e  Probables RL v Possibles RL (Queensland Selection) 1911
e Queensland RL Firsts v NSW RL Firsts (5 Games) 1911
e Queensland RL v New Zealand RL (2 Games) 1911

The Queensland newspapers perhaps got ahead of themselves when they referred to George Duffin
“as the greatest fullback that has represented Queensland” and “both he and Maitland are regarded
as the equals of Messenger in the goal placing department.” The NSW newspapers readily dismissed
that claim particularly after the Queensland team suffered some large defeats against the New South
Welshmen.

L to R: R Nicholson, H Brackenreg (C), C Woodhead, G Duffin, H Glasson, A Pioch, V Anderson

Queensland Rugby League Team in Sydney for the First Interstate Match 1911




mn. the full-back, who, by
e wav, s spoken of as the greatest full-hack that has
represented Queensland cince the days of M‘Cowan, did
eome very fine kicking,  Roth he and Maitland are
regarded in Queensiand as the cquals of Messenger {n the
g oal-placing devartment, =™ - < --* -t

SMH 2 June 1911 Evening News 5 June 1911
—
TEAMS.
N.8. WALES. QUEENSLAND.
FULL-BACK.
¥, NEIL. 0 MUGRUGOR,
A THREE-QUARTERS,
g RUSSELL. G. DUFFIN.
MESSENGER. K. GLASSON,
. PARNNWONTIL . HOOKER.
L STUNTZ. A, MAITLAND,
HALYES,
t DUTLEBR. 1. DICKENS,
NAYLOR. 1L HEIDKE.
FORW.AREC,
OOURTNEY. 1. BRACHENREG,
. BARNETT. W THIMAS,
k DAVIN, 1L NMCHOLFON,
B ST
B, “WiLATAMS, A pocy,

NSW v Queensland Rugby League Teams — Match Three 1911

Queensland Rugby League Team 1911
Back: R Nicholson, F McComb, A Pioch, E Glasson, V Anderson, R Tubman, A Schatz, Unknown
Middle: A Maitland, D McGregor, H Heidke, R W Eve, H Brackenreg (C), W Evans, C Woodhead, H Dickens,
Front: W Thomas, G Hooker, A Lewis, G Duffin, E Buckley




Queensland Rugby League Team 1911
Back: V Anderson, A Pioch, R H Nicholson, H Brackenreg (C), E Glasson, R Tubman, G Hooker
Front: C Woodhead, E Lewis, G Duffin, H Heidke, E Buckley, A Maitland

Queensland Rugby League Team Defeated by NSW 1911
Back: D McGregor, A Pioch, V Anderson, E Glasson, E Buckley,
3rd Row: W Evans, A Maitland, R Tubman, H Dickens, F McComb, Unknown
Sitting: G Duffin, R Nicholson, H Brackenreg, W Eves, H Heidke, C Woodhead, E Lewis,
Front: W Thomas, G Hooker, A Schatz




1911 was a significant year for Queensland representative rugby league. Not only did it play a five
match series against NSW but it also played against the touring New Zealand team.

Queensland v New Zealand Program July 1911

The 1912 rugby league season saw George continue to play with the Valleys-Toombul club. He was in
his fourth season in Brisbane and had become a regular in the Queensland representative teams.

Queensland Rugby League Team 1912
to Play against NSW, Agricultural Ground 1 and 3 June
Back: G Hooker, C Holzberger, T Dean, K Mackay, P Ross, T Healey, R Nicholson,
Middle: H Collins, G Duffin, W Quinn (VC), A Fullerton (Coach and Selector), W Farnsworth (C), P Fahey, D Jeffrey,
Front: A Dreveson, H Goldsmith, D Hazelton, W Lynch, G Rousell




NSW v Queensland — Interstate Game One 1912
Cann (NSW), tackled by Rousell (Q). Can has passed the ball and Duffin (far right) is about to catch it. Burge, Noble and

Courtney (all NSW) are about to move in on Duffin.
The Sun 2 June 1912

The Queensland team was soundly defeated by NSW in 1912 but the Queensland newspapers
reported favourably on George Duffin even though they were less glowing about the team’s
performance.

Qucensland has cvery reason to he prond of
full-back Duffin, a well-built man who ficlds and
kicks very linely, and-:wyhose nckling wias petl-
liant. ) : : A X

————

Though so many.iries were scored against /s
side, Duffin’s t(ackling left nothinz o be de-
sired. Time after time he was faced by either
two or morc men In possession of Ltho ball, and
he always took his man, and once or twice
bustled the passee to such an extent that the
movemeuts ended avithout succeess, .

NSW RL v Queensland RL - The Arrow 8 June 1912

George also had the honour of representing Australia for a second time. The Australian team included
some of the game’s greats including Dally Messenger, Viv Farnsworth, Billy Cann and Paddy McCue.

Tim teams were as lollow -

Australin. —Full-back, G. Duffio; threr-
quatters, D, Hickey, W. Quinn, 1. Mes
penger (N.S.W.), and W. Lyuch | five-
eighth, V. Farnsworili (N.S.W,) ;  half,
. Heidke ; forwards, W. Caun, P. M Cue,
¢, M‘Muartrie, P. Fahev, A Schotz, and
K. M'Kay.

New Zealand, —Full-buck, A. Har-

aves ;  three-guarters, 8. Westan, G,
radley, and D. Kemnedy ; five-sighth:, €.
Moir and A, Carlow ; huif, .J. Barber;
forwards, W. Dervan, . D nming, D
Evans, M, Hayward, J, King and T,

Euhtlu.

Australia v New Zealand 6 July 1912 — Telegraph Brisbane 8 July 1912




Australian Rugby League Team v New Zealand 1912
At Top: P McCue (NSW)
Back: W A Cann (NSW), K Mackay (Q), L Kearney (Referee), C Murtrie (NSW), T Healy (Q)
Middle: P Fahey (Q), D Hazelton (Q), T Dean (Q), A Schatz, (Q), H Heidke (Q)
Seated: D Hickey (Q), G Duffin (Q), H H “Dally” Messenger (C) (NSW), J Fullerton (Q), V Farnsworth (NSW), W Quinn (Q), W Lynch (Q)
Front: Unknown

On a number of occasions George represented Queensland against what was described as a NSW
team but in essence was a northern NSW team from the Newcastle and Maitland districts.

|

Queensland Rugby League v NSW Northern Districts (Newcastle and Maitland) 1912




George played the following representative games in 1912;

e Probables RL v Possibles RL (Queensland Selection) 1912

e Queensland RL Firsts v NSW RL Firsts (2 Games) 1912

e Queensland RL v New Zealand RL (2 Games) 1912

e Queensland RL v Newcastle and Maitland (3 games) RL 1912
e Australia RLv New Zealand RL 1912

In the 1912-13 summer season George moved on to the Valley District Cricket Club. It would be his
last season playing cricket in Brisbane. He was also approaching the end of his rugby league career in
1913. He moved across to the Railway Rugby League club and was appointed captain of the A Grade
team. He also captained the Brisbane representative team and the Queensland team that played the
New Zealand Maoris. George was selected in the following representative teams in 1913;

e  Brisbane Metropolis RL v Queensland Country RL 1913
e  Brisbane RL v Ipswich RL 1913

e Brisbane RLv Wide Bay RL 1913

e  Brisbane RLv Toowoomba RL 1913

e Queensland RLv New Zealand RL 1913

Queensland Rugby League Team v New Zealand 1913
Back: B Nalder (South Brisbane), J Roche (Referee), M Busteed (Childers),
Middle: N McGregor (Railways), S Parker (Toowoomba), P Fahey (Natives), D Greaves (West End),
C Wilson (West End), P W Ross (Howard)
Front: W Lynch (Natives), K Mackay (Natives), D Hickey (Natives), G Duffin (C) (Railways), T Healy (Natives),
S Cork (Railways), C Maunders (Ipswich).
At Front: J Sargood (West End)

George returned to Sydney towards the end of 1913. He took up a position as a Conductor with the
NSW Rail and Tramways in October 1913. He played with the North Sydney Cricket Club as well as the
Tramways Cricket Club in the 1913-14 season.
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George Duffin’s Employment Record 1913-14

In the winter of 1914, George played rugby league with the North Sydney Club as well as the NSW
Tramways rugby league team. He is recorded playing several Second Grade games with North Sydney
in the early part of the season. He then played for NSW Tramways against Queensland Tramways and
Railways in June.

N.S.W. Tramways: Full-bsck, L. Eyles; three-quartery,
J. Donohue, G. Duffin, W. Grenfell, T. Bruce; half-
backs. 8. Waight, (. Madden; forwards, A. Kennedy, W.
Milne, J. Lewin, P. Conroy, J. Moroney, C. Search.

neensland Tramways and Railways:—Full-back, C.
Bullivan; three-quarters, T. Strover, H. McCosh, J.
Patrick, A. McAnclly; half-backs, J. Nethercote, W.
Patten? forwards, W. Warren, (i. Page J. McKinna,
G. Bea A. , C. Schulte,

NSW Tramways v Queensland Tramways and Railways — SMH 6 June 1914

A Tramways rugby league team, which included George, was selected to play a match in the central
west NSW town of Wellington on 5 August 1914.

[

The following are the names of the
team being brought by the Tramwnys
Club:—L. Elgic and F. Leggo (Glebe
first-grade); T. Kuight and A. G@ib-
bons (Annandale first); G. Daffin and
Bolinski (Queensland  representative
players); Marne, 8. Waite, and L, Eyl-
es (Gelbe first.grade); W. Davis, L.
RobYins, E. Mooney, and P. Conroy
(leading players of the Tramway Club).
This team has been got togethor in or-
der to afford the business people anm
opportunity of seeing the gamo played
by first-rate exponents of the League.

Tramways v Wellington (NSW) to be played on 5 August - Wellington Times 23 July 1914

The last record of George Duffin playing rugby league was three days after the Tramways game against
Wellington. George played for the North Sydney Second Grade team on Saturday 8 August.

It was a significant week in world history as Great Britain declared war on Germany on 4 August 1914
and Australia like other Commonwealth countries immediately supported “the mother country.”




North Sydney Rugby League Team 1914
Back: Dave Murray(Trainer), Os Deane, F Reynolds (Selector), Sid Deane, Erwin Franke, W Odbert (Secretary), Ed Shaw
(Referee), Sid Humfress, William Maher?, John Woodward, Reg Gosper, Unknown, Jum Scully, G A smith (Trainer)
Middle: Stan Lloyd, Ed McIntyre, Sid McFarlane, Albert Broomham (C), Con Sullivan, Gus Green, Ed Taplin
Front: Bert Wilkinson, Charlie Sherritt, Mascot Unknown, George Wheatley, George Duffin

George Duffin had a First Class career of sixty four games. This includes thirty eight First Grade
premiership games in Sydney and Brisbane. He played most of his rugby league in Queensland playing
with the Toombul, Valleys and Railway clubs. George represented Queensland on twenty two
occasions, Australia twice and Sydney and Brisbane metropolitan, once each.

George Duffin’s First Class Playing Record

Representative Opponent Rep 1st Grade Pre- Mid-
Team Games Premiership Season Week
Cup Cup

o = 0 Wests
Sydney Metropolis NZ Maoris 1 - = - -
o - - Toombul 5 - -
Queensland New Zealand 1 = o - -
Queensland NZ Maoris 2 = o - -
Australia New Zealand 1 = o - -
S = S Valleys 9 - -
Queensland NSW 4 - = - -
= S - Valleys Toombul 10 - -
Queensland NSW 5 = o - -
Queensland New Zealand 2 = o - -
- - - Valleys Toombul 3 - -
Queensland Newcastle (NSW) 3 - - = -
Queensland NSW 2 - o - -
Queensland New Zealand 2 - - - -
Australia New Zealand 1 - - - -
- = - Railways 7 - -
Brisbhane Metropolis Qld Country 1 - - - -
Queensland New Zealand 1 = o - -




George joined the Middle Harbour Cricket Club in the 1914-15 summer season. The Middle Harbour
club was the result of a merger between the Manly and Mosman clubs in the 1905-06 season. It was
not a popular union with the club often referred to as Manly Cricket Club. The Manly and Mosman
clubs would demerge in the 1920’s. Today the Manly club claims George Duffin as one of their own.
Given that George lived at Manly at this time then that appears to be a reasonable claim.

George William Duffin enlisted with the first AIF in March 1915. He served with the 18th Australian
Infantry Battalion, C Company and embarked from Sydney on 25 June 1915.

George Duffin, the Manly and Sydney Cricket
Ground bowler, and his brother, the Queens-
land Rugby League footballer, have left for the
front with the Australian Expeditionary Forces.

Referee 28 July 1915

He arrived at Gallipoli just in time for the August offensive and the Battle for Hill 60. Wests players,
George Gagan, (18th Battalion C Company) was wounded at Hill 60, James Redmond (18th Battalion
A Company) saw action at Hill 60 and was evacuated with shell concussion and deafness, and Ted
Bellamy (18th Battalion 1st Reinforcements) was also wounded at Hill 60 and evacuated to England.

George Duffin's parents received a letter from the Red Cross on 5 May 1916 that gave an account of
what apparently happened to George. A witness, Lance Corporal J Donaldson knew George Duffin and
they "knocked" about together. He was with George at the charge of Hill 60, on 22 August 1915.

Three lines of Turkish trenches were taken and held. George was missing after the charge and must
have fallen over. He could not have been taken prisoner as the Turks did not re-take the ground on
which he fell. Lance Corporal Donaldson made extensive enquiries but found nothing of George's
whereabouts. He concluded that he must have been killed.

The 18th Battalion commenced the Hill 60 offensive with about one thousand men but after the
offensive could only muster 386. A Court of Inquiry held at Fricourt, France on 10 April 1917. reported
that there was no evidence available in the Battalion regarding this man. The finding of the Court of
Inquiry was that George William Duffin was killed in action. The Gallipoli Peninsula is George Duffin's
final resting place.
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Lone Pine Memorial Panel 61 Gallipoli
(Note: George’s cousin Ben Duffin of the 18t Battalion was killed at Hill 60 on 27 August 1915. He was never found.)
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