
John Crow 

 
….. played twelve Under 23 and one Reserve Grade games in his first season with Wests. It was also a 
period when Wests were building momentum with the First Grade team being quite stable. Thirteen 
of the First Grade team played fifteen or more matches that year so for up and coming players it was 
a  matter of biding their time.     
 
1977 was a similar year for John. He played eighteen games in the Under 23’s team. However the 
growing strength of the Club and the emergence of young talented players was no more evident than 
when the Under 23 team won the 1977 premiership. 
 

 
Western Suburbs U23 Premiers 1977 doing a lap of honor 

 
Western Suburbs DRLFC 1977 U23 Premiers 

Back: George Downie (U23 Secretary), George Moroko, John Crow, Ron Brodrick, Bob Cooper, Nathan Cole, Brian Cook,  

Roy Masters (Coach) 

Sitting: Alan Neil, Mark Manston, Peter Lema, Geoff Gardner (C), Dave Kennedy, Peter Duggan, Peter Walsh 

Front: Brett Downie, Mark Cochrane (Ball Boys) 



 
 
All of the players in the team photo above went on to play First or Reserve Grade with Wests in 
subsequent years. John Crow had his opportunity in 1978. He played fourteen Reserve Grade games 
that year but was also called up for his First Grade debut.  
 
John was on the bench with Bob Cooper in the round 8 match against Parramatta at Cumberland Oval. 
Wests had already lost John Donnelly and Les Boyd prior to the match due to suspension. During the 
match Wests also lost Geoff Foster with a broken leg and Peter Young to a shoulder injury. However 
Wests hung on for a gritty win. An account of the match from the Round 8 overview has been 
reproduced below. 

 

 
 



Over the next two seasons John played forty two Reserve Grade games but also made four First Grade 
appearances. His debut game in a run on First Grade team was against Penrith in Round 10 of 1979. 
 

 
John Crow was selected to play against Penrith in Round 10 of the 1979 season 

 
John’s last game for Wests in First Grade was in the 1980 preliminary semi-final against Canterbury 
Bankstown. John came off the bench in the second half to replace Bruce Gibbs who was struggling 
with fitness, after a seven week layoff. An account of that game from the match overview is provided 
below.                                       
                                                   

 
 
At the end of the regular season in 1980 Wests participated in the Tooth Cup competition and John 
Crow played in all four games for Wests. Wests were reduced to twelve men in the semi-final against 
Parramatta after John Ribot had been sent off in the third quarter.  
 



Wests were eventually defeated 6-9 but gave a good account of themselves with halfback Alan Neil 
being voted man of the match. 
 

 
Semi Final Tooth Cup 6 August 1980 

 

John had a final season with Wests in 1981. He was a member of Wests Reserve Grade premiership 
team. 
 

 
Western Suburbs DRLFC Reserve Grade Premiers Squad 1981 

Back: Ray Bernasconi (Secretary), Laurie Freier (Coach), Garry Jack, Bruce Clark, Steve Broughton, Geoff Spotswood, Paul Merlo,  

Peter Barr, Terry Leabeater, Bob Cooper, Jeff Case, Brett Gale, Trevor Ryan, John Crow, Colin Dennis, John McLeod, Brian Cook,  

John Cochrane (Manager) 

Seated: Neville Sinclair, Wayne Smith, Michael Duke, Brett Davidson, Ian Schubert (C), Trevor Cogger, Tony Armstrong, Mick Pinkerton,  

Front: Alan Latham, Robert Ryan, Mick Evans 

 
During his time with Wests, John  played five First Grade, sixty six Reserve Grade, thirty Under 23, one 
AMCO Cup and five Tooth Cup games for a tally of one hundred and thirteen games overall. John 
scored six tries for Wests in all grades. 
 



John Crow’s Playing Record at Wests 
 

Year 1st 
Grade 

2nd 

Grade 
U/23 
Grade 

AMCO 
Cup 

Tooth 
Cup 

Tries Goals Total 
Points 

1976  1       

1976   12   2  6 

1977   18   2  6 

1978 1        

1978  14       

1979 2        

1979  22       

1979    1     

1980 2        

1980  20    2  6 

1980     4    

1980  9       

1981     1    

Total 5 66 30 1 5 6  18 

 
In 1982 John joined up with the Newtown club. He played one First Grade game that year and  
ironically it was an 0-18 loss to his old club, Wests. John returned to Wests for the trial games at the 
start of the 1983 season but with other life priorities, he decided to bring an end to his playing career. 
 
John’s First class career consisted of six First Grade, one AMCO Cup and five Tooth Cup games. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a short break John renewed his connection with rugby league and Wests. He was appointed as 
Wests President’s Cup coach in 1985 and 1986. In 1987, John was an Assistant First Grade coach under 
Steve Ghosn. 
 
He went over to Cronulla Sutherland in 1989 as a Strength Coach and then involved himself in junior 
rugby league in the years after. In more recent times John took an interest in the rugby league careers 
of his sons, one playing for Canterbury and the other for Easts.  
 
These days John maintains contact with former team mates, attends reunions with his junior club, 
Enfield Federals, and is a member of Pratten Park Magpies. 
 

John Crow’s First Class Playing Record 
 

Year Rep  
Team 

Rep  
Games 

1st Grade 
Premiership 

Pre-
Season 

Cup 

Mid-Week 
Cup 

1978 - - Wests 1 - - 

1979 - - Wests 2 - 1 

1980 - - Wests 2 - 4 

1981 - - Wests - - 1 

1982 - - Newtown 1 - - 

Total    6  6 


