John Crow

..... played twelve Under 23 and one Reserve Grade games in his first season with Wests. It was also a
period when Wests were building momentum with the First Grade team being quite stable. Thirteen
of the First Grade team played fifteen or more matches that year so for up and coming players it was
a matter of biding their time.

1977 was a similar year for John. He played eighteen games in the Under 23’s team. However the
growing strength of the Club and the emergence of young talented players was no more evident than
when the Under 23 team won the 1977 premiership.

Western Suburbs DRLFC 1977 U23 Premiers
Back: George Downie (U23 Secretary), George Moroko, John Crow, Ron Brodrick, Bob Cooper, Nathan Cole, Brian Cook,
Roy Masters (Coach)
Sitting: Alan Neil, Mark Manston, Peter Lema, Geoff Gardner (C), Dave Kennedy, Peter Duggan, Peter Walsh
Front: Brett Downie, Mark Cochrane (Ball Boys)




1977 Uz23 Grand Final
Sydney Cricket Ground - Saturday 17 September 1977

Parramatta v Western Suburbs

Coach: Don Regan

Fullback
Tony Walsh - 1

Three-gquarters
Gary Allen - 2
Steve White - 3
John Walsh - 4
Steve Gleeson - 5
|One to be Omitted) Eric Grothe - 14
Halves
Mick Gleeson - &
Don Mcintyre - 7

Forwards
(C) James Regan- 8
Michael Pattison - 9
Mark Millington - 10
Peter White - 11
Randy Attard - 12
Peter Williams - 13
(One to be Omitted) Marty Fagan - 15

Reserves
Colin Ellis - 16
Geoff Hunt - 17
Warren McDonnell - 18
Mick Lewis - 19
Laurie Adams - 20
Tim Logue - 21
Steve Ella - 22
Richard Quinn - 23

Coach : Roy Masters

Fullback
1 — Nathan Cole

Three-guarters
2 - Peter Duggan
3 - Ron Brodrick
4 - Geoff Gardner (C)
5 - Mark Manston

Halwves
6 - Peter Walsh
7 - Alan Neil

Forwards
8 - Peter Lema
9 - Bob Cooper
10 - George Moroko
11 - John Crow
12 - Dave Kennedy
13 - Brian Cook

Reserves
14 - Terry Leabeater
15 - Geoff Spotswood
16 - Steve Ryan
17 - Con Theodossrou
18 - Garry Clarke
19 - Paul Morris
20 - Jim Myers
21 - Bill Pearce
22 - John Carson
23 - Bob Morse
24 - Terry Avery
25 - Steve Wadick
26 - Steve Tamone

All of the players in the team photo above went on to play First or Reserve Grade with Wests in
subsequent years. John Crow had his opportunity in 1978. He played fourteen Reserve Grade games
that year but was also called up for his First Grade debut.

John was on the bench with Bob Cooper in the round 8 match against Parramatta at Cumberland Oval.
Wests had already lost John Donnelly and Les Boyd prior to the match due to suspension. During the
match Wests also lost Geoff Foster with a broken leg and Peter Young to a shoulder injury. However
Wests hung on for a gritty win. An account of the match from the Round 8 overview has been
reproduced below.

Notes: For some, this was o lucky win for Wests as Michael Cronin missed o simple conversion which would hove won the match but Wests hod
been on top for most of the game. The forwards were completely on top early but a heavy scrum and penalty foss in the second half alfowed
Paorromatta back inta the match. The loss of Geoff Foster with a broken leg and Peter Young with a shoulder injury afso hampered thelr efforts.
John Crow debuted, coming on as o replacement. Wests had also lost Donnelly ond Boyd, bath suspended from videa evidence from the
previous Manly game, and this was another setback. Roudanikis was clearly the man of the match, while O'Grady’s field goal ten minutes from
the end proved o match-winner.




Over the next two seasons John played forty two Reserve Grade games but also made four First Grade
appearances. His debut game in a run on First Grade team was against Penrith in Round 10 of 1979.

WESTS V PENRITH

18 - 17
Round 10 - 1979
MATCH STATS

Halftirnz Score

Scrums

Pamnaltizz
SCORESHEET

Mark BEAVEN Kevin DAMMN
Eric CAIN John KING
John DORAHY John RYAN

Waymne SMITH

John DORAHY 3 4 Wayne SEATON

Waymne SMITH 1 1 Fewin DAMM
Eric CAIM 2 2 Wayne SEATOM
Mark BEAVEM 3 3 Gary PETHYBRIDZE {c)
John DORAHY 4 4 Ray BLACKLOCK
‘Warren BOLAMD 5 5 John RYAN
Don MOSELEY & g Miick KELLY
Torn RAUDIMIEIS (c) 7 7 Terry WICKEY
Graeme O'GRADY 2 g Warrzn FENTOM
John CROW I 7R Lew ZIVAMNCWIC
Bob COCPER 10 4 10 Tim ARMITSTEAD
Ray BROWM 11 4 11 Damy BROHMAN
Jack JEFFRIES 12 [l 12 Steve MARTIN
Bruce GIBBS 13 q 13 John KING

14 Tim SHEENS

Roy MASTERS Len STACKER

John Crow was selected to play against Penrith in Round 10 of the 1979 season

John’s last game for Wests in First Grade was in the 1980 preliminary semi-final against Canterbury
Bankstown. John came off the bench in the second half to replace Bruce Gibbs who was struggling
with fitness, after a seven week layoff. An account of that game from the match overview is provided
below.

Notes: Ron Giteou, Ron Brodrick and an obviously overweight Bruce Gibbs were back but Wests still foundered in the first half as the Mortimer
and Hughes brothers let loose. Wests, however, finally showed o return to form in the second half, winning thot half 15-10 and some of the
backs, espectally John Ribot, showing some thrust in ottack. Once ogain, the injury toll wos telling; Jack Jeffries aggravating o hamstring injury;
Ribat hurting on ankle and it being revealed Jim Lels had biood paisoning during the week. Conterbury also had o blow with full-bock Stan
Cutler breaking an ankle. An unfit Gibbs lasted 56 minutes before being replaced by John Crow.

At the end of the regular season in 1980 Wests participated in the Tooth Cup competition and John
Crow played in all four games for Wests. Wests were reduced to twelve men in the semi-final against
Parramatta after John Ribot had been sent off in the third quarter.




Wests were eventually defeated 6-9 but gave a good account of themselves with halfback Alan Neil
being voted man of the match.

SYDNEY: Parramatta rugby-league team
waon its way into the final of the Tooth Cup with
a 9-6 victory over a 12-man Western Suburbs
team at Leichhardt Owval last night.

Wests winger John Ribot was sent off by referes
John Gocher midway' through the third quarter, for
an allegedly head-high tackle on opposite winger
Neville Glover,

_ Wests, the premiership leader, led 6-4 then, but
minutes later Parramatta went to the front when
Michael Cronin kicked his third goal' and Glover
scored a try wide out,

In the final quarter, Parramatta five-eighth
Michael Pattison had two tries disallowed in three
maimtcs and Wests came close to scoring at the other
end.

. West's halfback Alan Neil was man of the match:
his c?lunterparh Peter Sterling, was runner-up for the
award.

Semi Final Tooth Cup 6 August 1980

John had a final season with Wests in 1981. He was a member of Wests Reserve Grade premiership

team.

Western Suburbs DRLFC Reserve Grade Premiers Squad 1981
Back: Ray Bernasconi (Secretary), Laurie Freier (Coach), Garry Jack, Bruce Clark, Steve Broughton, Geoff Spotswood, Paul Merlo,
Peter Barr, Terry Leabeater, Bob Cooper, Jeff Case, Brett Gale, Trevor Ryan, John Crow, Colin Dennis, John McLeod, Brian Cook,
John Cochrane (Manager)
Seated: Neville Sinclair, Wayne Smith, Michael Duke, Brett Davidson, lan Schubert (C), Trevor Cogger, Tony Armstrong, Mick Pinkerton,
Front: Alan Latham, Robert Ryan, Mick Evans

During his time with Wests, John played five First Grade, sixty six Reserve Grade, thirty Under 23, one
AMCO Cup and five Tooth Cup games for a tally of one hundred and thirteen games overall. John

scored six tries for Wests in all grades.




John Crow’s Playing Record at Wests

Year Total
Points
1976

1976
1977
1978
1978
1979
1979
1979
1980
1980
1980
1980
1981
Total 5 66

In 1982 John joined up with the Newtown club. He played one First Grade game that year and
ironically it was an 0-18 loss to his old club, Wests. John returned to Wests for the trial games at the
start of the 1983 season but with other life priorities, he decided to bring an end to his playing career.

John's First class career consisted of six First Grade, one AMCO Cup and five Tooth Cup games.

John Crow’s First Class Playing Record

1st Grade Pre-
Premiership

Mid-Week
Season Cup

Rep

Wests -

- Wests 2 - 1

= Wests 2 - 4

- Wests - 1
Newtown

After a short break John renewed his connection with rugby league and Wests. He was appointed as
Wests President’s Cup coach in 1985 and 1986. In 1987, John was an Assistant First Grade coach under
Steve Ghosn.

He went over to Cronulla Sutherland in 1989 as a Strength Coach and then involved himself in junior
rugby league in the years after. In more recent times John took an interest in the rugby league careers
of his sons, one playing for Canterbury and the other for Easts.

These days John maintains contact with former team mates, attends reunions with his junior club,
Enfield Federals, and is a member of Pratten Park Magpies.




