WESTERN

NOEOEEE 1996 Qual. Final Friday 6th September Parramatta Stadium

Cronulla-Sutherland 20 def. Western Suburbs 12
David PEACHEY Fullback Andrew LEEDS
Mat ROGERS Wing Darren WILLIS
Andrew ETTINGHAUSEN (c)  Centre Brandon PEARSON
Paul DONAGHY Centre Paul BELL
Richie BARNETT Wing Aseri LAING
Mitch HEALEY Five-eighth Andrew WILLIS
Paul GREEN Half Steve GEORGALLIS
Tawera NIKAU Lock Paul LANGMACK (c)
Nathan LONG Second Row Bill DUNN
Craig GREENHILL Second Row Damian KENNEDY
Les DAVIDSON Front Row Justin DOOLEY
Dean TREISTER Hooker Nathan LAKEMAN
Danny LEE Front Row Harvey HOWARD
Adam DYKES Replacement Darren CAPOVILLA
Allan BATEMAN Replacement John SKANDALIS
Andrew PIERCE Replacement Kevin McGUINNESS
Martin LANG Replacement Ken McGUINNESS
Tries Paul GREEN (2) Darren WILLIS
Paul DONAGHY Paul BELL
Goals Mat ROGERS (4) Andrew LEEDS (2)

Match Description

Western Suburbs: Full-back: A Leeds; three-quarters: D Willis, P Bell, B Pearson, A Laing; five-eighth: A Willis; half: S Georgallis; forwards: P
Langmack (c), D Kennedy, B Dunn, J Dooley, N Lakeman, H Howard

Cronulla-Sutherland: Full-back: D Peachey; three-quarters: M Rogers, A Ettinghausen (c), P Donaghy, R Barnett; five-eighth: M Healey; half: P
Green; forwards: T Nikau, N Long, G Greenbhill, L Davidson, D Treister, D Lee Referee: D Manson (Big League 6th September 1996)

Cronulla coach John Lang declared the Sharks were ready for all-comers after they won their first finals match in 18 years last night. Down 12-2
to Western Suburbs with only 16 minutes to go, the Sharks completed a dramatic opening to the play-off season by scoring three late tries to
win 20-12. ... For much of last night’s enthralling encounter, the Sharks run of outs looked set to be extended another year. Instead, they’ll
progress next week to a game against the loser of tonight’s North Sydney-Brisbane qualification final. Wests’ room was like a MASH unit after
their gallant final stand, and the Sharks will have an anxious week preparing for what they hope will be their second finals win in 18 years. Prop
Danny Lee was reported for a high tackle on Justin Dooley after two minutes and his fate will be decided by the video review committee on
Monday. And Welsh winger Alan Bateman (chest) and reserve forward Martin Lang (dislocated shoulder) are in doubt for week two of the
finals. Despite dominating early, Cronulla were down 6-2 at halftime after a Damien Kennedy break on the 31-minute mark laid the
foundations for a try for centre Paul Bell. As they had for much of the year, the seemingly out-gunned Magpies had scratched and clawed their
way to the front. They went further ahead when winger Darren Willis finished off a skilful backline move after the break, and the crowd sensed
a famous win. But the Sharks hit back when half Paul Green scored from a scrum win in the 54th minute, with Wests’ lock Paul Langmack off
the field injured. Still, the Magpies, inspired by fullback Andrew Leeds, who played brilliantly despite a broken ankle, held on. But on 73
minutes, Magpies’ replacement Ken McGuinness missed a tackle on Shark centre Paul Donaghy, who scored from close range. Matt Rogers
converted for a 14-12 lead. McGuinness almost atoned for his missed tackle when he was held up over the line. But Green dashed in from
close range, then reached out to plant the ball over the line with less than a minute to go. Afterwards, Langmack said the Magpies had come of
age and did not deserve to lose. Raudonikis said: “They got us in the last 7 - | thought one missed tackle cost us the game. I’'m proud of them.
Leeds didn’t train, had a needle, couldn’t warm up with us and played so well. Langmack had a compound fracture in his finger and went back
out. I'm just so happy for my kids.” Raudonikis finished a post-match interview by agreeing with Lang about the Sharks .“Don’t write them off,”
he said. “They can tackle, they can score tries. Don’t write them off.” (Sydney Morning Herald 7th September 1996)

Notes: Wests led 12-2, ten minutes into the second half and seemed to have the match in their keeping but Cronulla finished hard to score three
late tries. A missed Ken McGuinness tackle which led to a Cronulla try was a vital turning point. Harvey Howard, Justin Dooley and Damian
Kennedy were all powerful up front, while Andrew Leeds exemplified the courageous effort of the team, playing with multiple pain-killing
injections for a broken bone in his ankle. It was a disappointing loss but a successful season above expectations.

A shortened video version of the match can be found here: Wests vs Cronulla 1996



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EEY9ijIeskw

