
Peter Walsh 
 
….. first played with the Regent’s Park  U/7’s team before moving across to the neighbouring Berala 
Bears club in 1965. In that team was Brian Cook who would also go on to play First Grade with Wests. 
The Berala G Grade Reserve team were undefeated premiers in 1965. 
 

 
Berala JRLFC – G Grade Reserve Undefeated Premiers 1965 

Back: Colin Tozer (Coach), J Bellden (Manager) 

Standing: G Sheffield, B Cook, S Harris, P Cornish, K Cross, P Bellden, A Leatham, S Phyllis 

Sitting: R Eisenhuth, T Ford, S Ward, P Walsh, J Simons, S Jay, T McKeon, P Reilly 

Front: B Tozer 

 

Peter’s older brother, Gary Walsh also played for Berala and like Peter would go on to play First Grade 
with Wests. The Walsh siblings appear in the photo below in their Berala Bears kit.  
 

 
Gary Walsh (Wests #729) and Peter Walsh (Wests #717) in Berala Bears jerseys circa 1966P 

 

Peter played at least five seasons with the Berala team while also playing rugby league with the 
Regents Park primary school team.  



 
Berala JRLFC – F Grade Semi-Finalists 1968 

Back: Bruce Tozer (Coach), B Cook, P Cornish, S Nash, H Middleton, K Gross, R Broderick, J Bellden (Manager) 

Sitting: R Gough, L Green, G Walkinshaw, P Walsh (C), P Bellden (VC), M Attridge, T Ford, S Jay 

Front: C Tozer (Ball Boy) 

 

 
Berala JRLFC – E Grade Reserve 1969 

Back: J Ford (Manager), K Anderson, R Tuke, T Michael, S Doyle, R Broderick, G Frazer, H Middleton, S Venn, R McPhee (Coach) 

Sitting: D McFadden, G Walkinshaw, L Green, T Ford, P Belden, P Walsh, S Bristow, B Cook 

Front: P Belden (Ball Boy) 

 
He then attended Birrong Boys High School where he played rugby union. Leading rugby league 
referee, Jack Danzey was the sports master at Birrong High. As teenagers a number of the Berala Boys, 
including Brian Cook, Ron Brodrick and Peter Walsh, went across to play with the Regents Park Rhinos 
rugby league team.  
 
Brian notes that Peter was “an enigma and such a gifted sportsman ... apart from rugby league and 
rugby union he also excelled at golf, cricket and tennis. He also took up surfing and could handle a 
pool cue.” 
 
Cook also has clear memories of Peter playing the game in his junior days. “At five-eighth he would 
call the shots, whether to go left or right. He wasn’t the fastest playmaker around, but he had such 



good vision, his passes were deadly and he had an excellent kicking game. And on top of setting up 
most of the tries he would also kick the goals. Like many of us in the day, ‘Spider’ enjoyed the social 
aspect that was equally part of rugby league back then, we loved a beverage and we all got up to some 
shenanigans, but we were always ready come game day to give it our all. 
 
Peter Walsh could have been lost to rugby league but in a sliding door moment his pathway to higher 
honours opened up. Brian Cook noted that, “the step up from junior to senior grade football can be 
daunting for those who don’t have the dedication and inclination to make the top grade. It usually 
means hours of extra  training, tighter discipline, sacrifices and cutting back on social activities. Other 
commitments to get in the way of a professional career included work and study.” 
 
In the early to mid-1970’s many young players were content to continue playing for their local junior 
clubs. Saturday afternoon football often featured a mixture of experienced old-heads with young up-
and-comers. The rough and tumble of park football was often followed after the game by a beer or 
two at the local with mates. Cook says that it was here that Peter Walsh fitted in well. 
 
Peter starred for the Regents Park Hotel club team when, in 1975 and still a teenager, Wests recruiters 
came looking for a talented pivot. He was identified as an unassuming, yet highly talented grade 
candidate. Wests made it clear that Peter needed to front up to training with the Presidents Cup team 
otherwise he may have his registration with the Regents Park Hotel team blocked.  
 
Peter took up the offer with enthusiasm and joined other future Wests First Grade players in the 
Presidents Cup team including Ron Brodrick, John Crow, George Moroko and Geoff Gardner. 
 

 
Western Suburbs Presidents Cup Team 1975 

Back: D Sproule, A Netherway, G Moroko, D Ewings (Rep Sqd Trainer), R Brodrick, J Crow, G Gardner, P Panagiris (Asst Coach) 

Middle: J Setz, M Manston, G Lema, C Ferrier (C), R Epifania, P Walsh,  

Front: G Burke, R Eisenhuth, Ball Boy, Ball Boy, C Theodossiou, A Barker 

Absent: F Rizzo, D Watson, D Aplitt, M Shirt, M Staines 

 

The Presidents Cup team did not make the semi-finals in 1975 but the club had found a trove of 
talented players which soon found their way into the grade ranks and who would serve the club well 
over the coming seasons. Peter played ten U/23’s games and two Reserve Grade games in 1975 after 
his Presidents Cup commitments had been completed. 



In 1976, successful Australian Schoolboys Coach, Roy Masters arrived at Wests and became the coach 
of the U/23’s team. Peter started the year in Roy’s team playing seven games before being elevated 
to Reserve Grade under Fred Nelson where he played fifteen games.  
 
More importantly he had his first taste of First Grade football coming off the bench in three matches 
that season. In the third match against competition leaders Balmain, he kicked two second half goals 
to put Wests ahead, only to see a late try by the Tigers snatch a draw right on full time. 
 

 
Peter Walsh came on for his first appearance in First Grade as a replacement – Round Three 1976 

 

Keith Holman took over as Wests First Grade coach in 1977 and Peter Walsh did not figure in the new 
coach’s plans, although he was on the bench for the quarter final AMCO Cup win against St George. 
Coach Holman used three five-eighths that season in Graeme O’Grady, Ken Hey and Peter Rowles. It 
is evident that Wests had plenty of talent in the inside backs that season. 
 
However, it was probably fortunate that Peter Walsh had the opportunity to play in the lower grades. 
While he played thirteen Reserve Grade games, he was also a key member of Roy Masters U/23 team 
that won the premiership. Peter was an influential player in that team and formed a strong 
combination with future First Grade player Alan Neil in the halves.  
 
In the major semi-final against Easts, Wests were down 2-10 at half time and drew level by full time. 
Peter Walsh had the opportunity to win the game but missed a penalty goal after the siren sounded. 
The team went into extra time and dominated the match, putting on an extra seven points to take out 
the match 17-10 with Peter contributing to the scoreboard with four goals.  

 

 
SMH 4 September 1977 



Wests under 23 team met Parramatta in the grand final. Wests had a formidable squad with many of 
them becoming well known to rugby league supporters in the ensuing years. In the starting line-up 
were Peter Walsh, Brian Cook and Ron Brodrick who had all played junior rugby league together with 
Berala and Regents Park. 
 
The Parramatta squad was also of high quality with two future internationals and a future NSW 
representative. Wests defeated the Parramatta team 9-5 in the decider. The Rugby League Week 
(September 1977) noted that, “five-eighth Walsh had a big game in all facets of play which he topped 
off with three goals from four attempts.” 

 

 
Western Suburbs U/23 Premiers 1977 doing a lap of honour 

 

 
Western Suburbs DRLFC - U23's Premiers 1977 

Back Row: George Downie (U23 Secretary) George Moroko, John Crow, Ron Brodrick, Bob Cooper, Nathan Cole,  

Brian Cook, Roy Masters (Coach) 

Front Row: Alan Neil, Mark Manston, Peter Lema, Geoff Gardner (Captain), Dave Kennedy, Peter Duggan, Peter Walsh  

At Front: Brett Downie, Mark Cochrane (Ball Boys) 



 
Wests v Parramatta U/23 Grand Final Squads 1977 

 

In 1978 Roy Masters was appointed as Wests First Grade coach and Warren Ryan became coach of 
Wests Under 23 team. Wests were minor premiers in First Grade but arguably the performance of 
the year was from the Under 23 team, which stormed home from 10th at the end of the first round 
to make the grand final. 
 

 



Peter Walsh was again a key member of the under 23 grand final team. He had moved from five-
eighth to fullback with Gary Clark joining Alan Neil in the halves. Wests gave a good account of 
themselves but on the day their opponents, Penrith were too strong winning the grand final 23-5. 
Peter Walsh scored all of Wests points with a try and a goal.  
 

 
U/23 Grand Final Squads - SMH 13 September 1978 

 
 

 
SMH 17 September 1978 



 
Western Suburbs DRLFC - U23's Grand Finalists 1978 

Back: George Downie, Ray Bernasconi, Bob Stutfield, Marshall Rogers, Brian Cook, Tom Arber, Kenny Bourke, Alan Neil, Warren Ryan 

Sitting: Paul Houghton, Steve Tamone, Gary Clark, Peter Lema (C), David Kennedy, Bill Pearce, Peter Walsh 

Front: Brad Nelson, Brett Downie 

 
The 1979 season did not start well for Peter Walsh. He was fit and well for the first trial match at 
Lismore but a knee injury kept him out of the remainder of the trials and the pre-season competition. 
This setback saw him start in the Reserve Grade team which had few wins at the start of the season. 
By his own admission his form was below par and he was starting to question where his career was 
heading. 
 
However, injuries necessitated coach Roy Masters to consider his options and he had to look no 
further than Peter Walsh. Masters was well aware of Peter’s ability when he coached him in the 1977 
U/23 premiership side. He was of the view that Peter Walsh would show his best form when in top 
company. 
 
Peter Walsh also acknowledged the improvement to his game under coaches Masters and Ryan. He 
credited Roy Masters with improving his mental preparation as well as correcting his defensive play, 
while under Ryan he learned about reading the game, spotting the gaps and implementing attacking 
moves.    
 
Peter was initially brought into the First Grade team with an appearance from the bench and then in 
the run-on team in the round two AMCO Cup game against NSW Country where he scored all of Wests 
points in an 11-14 loss. 
 
He then received the call-up to First Grade when he replaced Tom Raudonikis in the round fifteen 
match against Souths. It was an opportunity that he grasped, playing all of the nine remaining 
competition games including the semi-final loss against Canterbury. During this period he scored four 
tries and kicked twenty two goals. 
 
Wests Archive has recorded the following note from this game, “Tom Raudonikis sustained a hip injury in 

the Saturday Test against Great Britain and was replaced by Peter Walsh, who went to five-eighth and Moseley 
into half.” 
 



 
Peter Walsh’s First Grade Debut in a Run-on Team – Round Fifteen 1979 

 

 
Peter Walsh – Man of the Match in Wests one point loss to Canterbury, Round Seventeen 1979 

 

 
Peter Walsh (R) about to tackle Graeme Wynn with Paul Merlo in support – Round Eighteen 1979 

 

 
Peter Walsh scoring against St George – Round Eighteen 1979 



 
Peter Walsh tackling his opposite number Tony Trudgett – Round Eighteen 1979 

 

 
Peter Walsh tackled awkwardly with Wayne Smith and Jack Jeffries looking on – Round Nineteen 1979 

 

Late in 1979, Alan Neil, another Berala junior,  was brought into Wests First Grade team. He and Peter 
Walsh proved to be a strong combination in the halves. Neil would go on and be a worthy replacement 
for Tom Raudonikis in 1980. 
 

 
SMH 5 August 1979 



 
Peter Walsh (right) celebrating Alan Neil’s try v Manly 1979 

 

While Peter Walsh and Alan Neil worked well together on the field, their combination extended to 
interests off the field as well when the two Wests halves went into business together. 
 

 
Two enterprising Wests halves on the field as well as off the field 

 

Peter was working with the Burwood Council before moving into the fence building industry. He was 
also accumulating knowledge which would eventually take him into the professional rugby league 
coaching ranks both in Australia and England. 
 

 
Peter Walsh hard at work with the Burwood Council Parks and Recreation Maintenance Team 1979 

Photo: Rugby League week 



In 1980, Wests had lost a number of their star players to Manly and Newtown. This potentially opened 
up an opportunity for players such as Peter Walsh to cement a First Grade position. Peter commenced 
the season in good form but would soon be under pressure from the talented Peter Rowles who had 
returned to Wests after a season with Newtown. 
 
Wests met Newtown in the first pre-season cup match of the 1980 season. Tom Raudonikis led the 
Newtown side and received a warm welcome from the Lidcombe crowd. After twelve minutes 
Raudonikis was penalised for an incorrect scrum feed and then sparked an all in brawl after Peter 
Walsh bravely tried to retrieve the ball from the great halfback. 
 
Walsh was not known for his pugilistic skills but there were plenty in the Wests team that took on the 
Newtown side. Peter converted the subsequent penalty and Wests went on to win the match 22-14. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
SMH 3 March 1980 

 

Peter was selected in the second pre-season cup game and Wests played a credible 8-8 draw with 
Cronulla. News reports after the match noted that Peter Walsh missed a penalty goal from in front 
which would have won the game for Wests. Peter Rowles who was also a talented five-eighth and goal 
kicker was promoted to First Grade in place of Peter Walsh for the next game. 

 



 
Peter Walsh  in support of Ted Goodwin – Round Two Pre-season Cup 1980 

Wests 8 drew with Cronulla 8 – SMH 10 March 1980 
 

In early 1980, The Sun newspaper was promoting the game of rugby league and arranged for a number 
of rugby league “stars” to meet fans and supporters at Sydney’s Royal Easter Show. Wests were well 
represented with John Donnelly, John Ribot and Peter Walsh making appearances at the event. 

 

 
SMH 7 April 1980 

 

With the loss of Tom Raudonikis in 1980, it was likely that coach Roy Masters opted for the more 
experienced Peter Rowles at five-eighth to complement the less experienced Alan Neil at halfback. 
Peter Walsh bided his time in Reserve Grade but received a call up for the round six match against 
Canterbury but had to withdraw suffering from a virus. 
 
He recovered and was then named in the starting line-up for the round seven top of the table clash 
with St George. While Peter Walsh was a very good goal kicker, news reports indicated that his return 
to First Grade was purely on his playing form as Ron Giteau had been nominated as the designated 
goal kicker. 



 
SMH 9 May 1980 

 
Wests were ahead of St George 3-2 at half time but in a twenty minute period St George dominated 
play and convincingly won the match 3-22. The following week 18 year old Terry Lamb made his First 
Grade debut at five-eighth, scored two tries and neither Peter Rowles nor Peter Walsh played another 
First Grade game in 1980. 
 
Peter remained in Wests Reserve Grade team and moved to the lock forward position and was made 
team captain. He also became part of Wests entry in the Rugby League New Faces talent quest 
televised on Channel 10. Wests stole the show with a parody of the Village People’s “You Can’t Stop 
the Music” sung to the words of “You Can’t Stop the Magpies.” 

 

 
Rugby League Red faces 1980 - Tony Armstrong (Indian), Paul Merlo (Leatherman), Peter Walsh (Cowboy), Bruce Clark 

(Sailor), Brian Cook (Construction Worker), Warren Boland (Policeman) 

 
By the end of the season Peter was considering his future and had an offer to go to Newtown for the 
1981 season. However he couldn’t contemplate playing against the Magpies. In a career defining 



moment he along with team mates Ron Brodrick and Peter Duggan signed with the Newcastle Wests 
team based in the Hunter Valley. 
 
Peter had been at Wests for six seasons and for five of those Roy Masters was either directly Peter’s 
coach or would have been aware of his performance as head coach of the club. Roy was in a good 
position to understand what motivated Peter and what contribution he could make to the team. Roy 
has graciously provided his thoughts and insights on that period and in particular his time as coach of 
Peter Walsh. 
 
Thoughts and Insights from Roy Masters AM 
 
“It’s an interesting exercise to look back at the Wests players during the part time era and ask how 

they would fare in the modern game. Some would have thrived with full time training including regular 

weights sessions, video analysis, intensive skills work, even ice baths and alcohol bans. Some would 

have hated it. Spider is in the latter category. He actually went bush at a relatively young age and 

enjoyed the more relaxed, less intense regime of country football in the Newcastle region. 

As a lightweight five eighth, he would not have been big enough to play as a running half in today’s 

NRL where giant edge forwards have one responsibility: run directly at the opposing No 6 or No 7. 

Spider was gifted in attack, playing pivot and also fullback. He was light on his feet and could spy a 

gap. However, in defence he preferred to race up and chop off an opposition backline movement. I 

tried to make him count heads and nominate to the players inside and outside of him who he was 

marking. But he had obviously enjoyed success in the juniors at racing up to cut off the attack and it 

was a habit hard to break. 

Spider was also suited to the social scene which operated back then. He shared a house with his 

brother, Gary, and it was known as “the halfway house.” Many a six pack of beer and the meat tray 

from the pub raffle was consumed there, after the Railway Hotel closed. Wests was a very democratic, 

non-elitist club, with lower graders mixing with internationals and the disparate characters Dallas 

collected, such as Barrel and Sambo. Spider was an entertaining host. 

His first grade debut was memorable. I promoted four of the premiership winning 1977 team for a 

match against Canterbury at Belmore: Brian Cook, Bob Cooper, Ron Broderick and Spider. Wests had 

two players sent off and only lost the game by a point. The game is one of the most watched on You 

Tube. 

Spider always looked as healthy as the organic vegetable section at the supermarket, so it has been a 

surprise to us all that he has been plagued with life threatening diseases later in life. It is no surprise 

he was a success as a coach, given he had a head for tactics and a penchant for bonding team mates.” 

************** 
 
During his six seasons at Wests, Peter Walsh played fifteen First Grade, seventy two Reserve Grade, 
forty four Third Grade, four Pre Season Cup, three AMCO Cup and two Tooth Cup games for a total of 
one hundred and forty games in all grades. He scored forty four tries and kicked two hundred and 
eighty two goals as well as one field goal for a tally of six hundred and ninety seven points in all grades. 
 
He is the fifth highest point scorer for Wests in all grades just behind George “Bitzer” Bain and ahead 
of John Dorahy. 



 
 

 
Three Former Magpies, (L to R) Peter Walsh, Ron Broderick and Peter Duggan join Newcastle Wests in 1981. 

Pictured here with Newcastle Wests Captain, David Howell (2nd from right) 
 

Peter Walsh was only going to spend one season at Newcastle. It was a great year for the Newcastle 
club and Peter Walsh. He slotted in brilliantly at fullback and by the end of the season was the 
Newcastle competition’s leading point scorer with one hundred and eighty seven points.  
 
He was also selected in the Newcastle Divisional team that contested and won the Caltex Country 
Divisional Championship and featured prominently in Newcastle’s 29-0 win over the French touring 
team. 

Peter Walsh’s Playing Record at Wests 
 

Year 1st 
Grade 

2nd 

Grade 
U/23’s Pre-

Season 
Cup 

AMCO 
Cup 

Tooth 
Cup 

Tries Goals Field 
Goals 

Total 
Points 

1975  2     1   3 

1975   10    3   9 

1976 3       2  4 

1976  15     8 35 1 95 

1976   7    4 19  50 

1977  13     5 23  61 

1977   14    5 58  131 

1977           

1978 1          

1978  11     3 22  53 

1978   13    8 34  92 

1978    2       

1979 10      3 18  45 

1979  13      27  54 

1979     3  1 4  11 

1980 1          

1980  18     3 31  71 

1980    2    6  12 

1980      2  3  6 

Total 15 72 44 4 3 2 44 282 1 697 

http://www.prattenparkmagpies.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Fullscreen-capture-10012023-31343-PM.jpg


 
Newcastle Division - Winner of the Caltex Country Divisional Championship 1981 

Back: Michael Donnelly, Dean Lance, Robert Finch, David Edwards, Ken Groves, Mal Graham  

Middle: Dennis Ward (Coach), Doug Tanna, Rick Patrick, David Howell (C), Michael Finch, Peter Alexander, Jim Roberts (Manager) 

Front: Terry Regan, Peter Walsh, Phil Carey 

 
His form was so good that he was selected in the Country touring team and then Country Firsts 
which played against City Firsts. 

 

 
NSW Country Football League – Touring Team 1981 

Back: Terry Regan, Brian Battese, Mal Graham, Ken Groves, Alan Fallah, Greg Heddles, Keith Rugg,  

Middle: Brian Burke (Coach), Phil Carey, Neil Eppelstun, Peter Kirkland, Bruce McGuire, Gary Bridge, Peter Alexander,  

Dennis Regan (Trainer) 

Front: Frank Devlin (Manager), David Howell, Rick Patrick, Robert Finch, Graham Olling (C), Michael Donnelly,  

Peter Walsh, Tim Moule, Ken Cosgrove (Manager) 



 
NSW Country Football League – Country Firsts v City Firsts 1981 

(Played at Bruce Stadium, Canberra on Saturday 16 May 1981) 

Back: Paul Grob, Alan Fallah, Brian Burke (Coach), Graham Olling, Mal Graham, 

Middle: Merv Alchin (Trainer), Bruce Maguire, Terry Regan, Peter Kirkland, Michael Donnelly, Dennis Regan (Trainer) 

Front: Bob Miller (Manager), Phil Carey, Robert Finch (VC), David Howell (C), Peter Walsh, Tim Moule, Peter Montgomery (Manager) 

 
 

 
Peter Walsh with ball (Newcastle Wests) 19 July 1981 

 



Peter remained with Newcastle Wests for the 1982 season and once again was part of the premiership 
team. 
 

 
Newcastle Wests First Grade Premiers 1982 

Peter Walsh (back row, 2nd from right) 

 

In 1981, Ron Broderick and Peter Duggan played alongside Peter Walsh at Newcastle Wests and in 
1982 Peter Walsh and Ron Brodrick were joined by future Wests player Ron Gibbs. 
 

 
Newcastle Western Suburbs – Premiers 1981 and 1982 

 

In 1983, Peter Walsh left Newcastle Wests and was signed by the nearby Hunter Valley team, 
Maitland. The captain-coach of Maitland in 1983 was Robert Finch. Other notable players included 
former Wests player Wayne Buckley, and future First Grade players Chris Guider and David Trewhella 
as well as Country Firsts player Greg Guider. 
 
 



 
Maitland RLFC - Premiers 1983 

Back: (players) Peter Walsh, Michael Byrne, Milton burrows, John Cook, Kyle Connor, 

Middle (players) Darren Meredith, Chris O’Neill, Robert Finch (Captain-Coach), Wayne Buckley, Greg Guider,  

Front: (players) Phil Amidy, David Trewhella, Chris Guider, Michael Finch 

 

 

Peter was with Maitland for just the one season before moving on to Lakes United which also played 
in the Newcastle competition. It was at Lakes United where Peter performed outstanding deeds as a 
player and had his first foray into coaching. 
 
He played and ultimately coached in the Hunter region for eleven seasons between 1981 and 1991. In 
the period 1981 to 1988 he played in every grand final, winning six with three different clubs. He won 
two with Newcastle Wests, one with Maitland and three with Lakes United. The highlight was arguably 
when he captain-coached Lakes United to the 1987 premiership. In 1987 Peter represented and 
captained the Newcastle Divisional team and was voted as the Newcastle Coach of the year. He 
coached Lakes United to grand finals in 1988 and 1990 
 
In the publication, True Blue and Gold – A story of Lakes United’s First Fifty Years, Peter is described 
as one of the real personalities of the modern era.  
 
“He could enjoy a good time as much as anyone (probably better) but when it came to the serious 
business of winning football games, Lakes United have had none better. ‘Spider’ was never blessed 
with exceptional speed but could accelerate through a gap if the opportunity presented itself.  
 
A great tactical five-eighth, he could size up a situation and direct the attack to the opposition’s 
weakness with consummate ease (and sometimes a few choice words). His general kicking game was 
also an asset and his point scoring deeds have been well documented.” 
 
 
 



  
                            Peter Walsh Lakes United                                                                Peter Walsh (R) circa 1987 

 

No record has been found of Peter Walsh playing with the Newcastle Knights but as captain of the 
Newcastle divisional team in 1987 it is likely that he had some involvement with the promotion of the 
Knights in the lead up to them entering the NSWRL competition in 1988. In the photo above he is 
wearing a Knights jersey but without a sponsor’s name. 
 

 
Peter Walsh, captain of the Newcastle Divisional Team Country Championships 1987 



 
Peter Walsh’s achievements at Lakes United  

 

 
Lakes United Individual Records 

 

 
Lakes United (Newcastle) First Grade Minor Premiers and Premiers 1986 

Back: Warren Holden (Trainer), Phil Anthony, Jim Fowler, Dave Edwards, Mark Brokenshire, Col Mathias, Rick Stone, 

Gary Mears (Conditioner), Terry Johnson (Trainer) 

Middle: Bruce Gill, Peter Walsh, Stephen Drinkwater, David Grant, Robert Taylor (Coach), Peter Parsons, Steve Walters, 

Trevor Tuckwell, Ron Russell 

Front: Mark Bates, Mick Sullivan, Scott Hackett (Ball Boy), Michael Anthony (Ball Boy), Bruce Burgess, Greg Haywood 

 



 
Lakes United (Newcastle) First Grade Premiers 1987 

Back: Paul Hull (strapper), Bruce Gill (secretary), Col Mathias, Jim Fowler, Michael McKiernan, Dave Edwards,  

Paul Harrogan, Greg Haywood, Tony McLennan, David Grant, Terry Johnson (trainer), Phil Anthony (president).  

Middle: John Wilcox, Bruce Burgess, Mark Bates, Glen Sullivan, Peter Walsh (captain-coach), Darren Butler, Mick Pitman, Lindsay Bowne.  

Front: Brett Botham, Phil Kennedy, Gavin Flanagan (ballboy), Michael Anthony (ballboy), Robert Flanagan (ballboy), 

Stephen Drinkwater, Rick Stone, Steve Walters. 

 

 

While at Lakes United, Peter spent the 1987-88 Australian off-season in England with the Oldham 
Rugby League Club. His former team mate Mal Graham was now the captain-coach of the Oldham 
club and was very much aware of Peter’s ability and so enticed him across to the ‘old dart’. Oldham 
had played in the Championship Division in the 1986-87 season but was  demoted to the second 
Division for the 1987-88 season. 
 
In a major turn-around, Peter was part of the revival of the Oldham club. The club won the English 
Second Division premiership and took out the Second Division premiership trophy in the final against 
Featherstone Rovers. Oldham also played in the John Player Special Trophy semi-final against st 
Helens. 
 
In his one season with Oldham, Peter played twenty two league premiership games and nine cup 
games. He scored a total of fourteen tries and kicked sixty two goals for a total of one hundred and 
eighty points. 
 
By 1989 and at the age of thirty three, there was some speculation that Peter’s playing days were 
nearing an end. Towards the end of the season, Lakes United were struggling with injuries including 
Peter who had cracked ribs and torn ligaments.  
 
However he would go on for another two seasons taking Lakes United to the 1990 grand final before 
finally hanging up his boots at the end of the 1991 season. The one concession that he did make at 
that time was that he would not play again in England as he found it to back up for consecutive 
seasons, “at his age.” 
 
Peter played senior rugby league for seventeen seasons. His First Class playing record included fifteen 
First Grade games, four Pre Season Cup games and seven Mid-Week Cup games. He represented the 
Newcastle divisional team and NSW Country Firsts. Peter also played six First Class Cup games during 
his season in England with the Oldham club. 

 
 



 
Peter’s coaching success at Lakes United attracted attention from the English rugby league. In 1992 
he was appointed head coach of English Third Division battlers Workington Town after being lured 
there by former Canterbury player, Peter Tunks. He would spend three seasons with the club and in 
an interview with Rugby League Week in 2007 described his time there as, “the best time of my rugby 
league career, bar none.” 
 
Peter Walsh took Workington from Third Division to mid table in the First Division. He remains a much 
loved figure in the West Cumbria region of Northern England. He was also appointed as coach of the 
Cumbria representative team. 

 
Workington Town were beaten finalists in the 1992–93 Divisional Premiership going down to 
Featherstone Rovers from the Division above as Town at that time were in the Third Division. Having 
gained promotion as runners up, Workington then won the Second Division Championship and 
Divisional Premiership trophy double in 1993–94. The Divisional Premiership was secured with a win 
over London Crusaders at Old Trafford, home of Manchester United, roared on by thousands of Town 
fans!  
 
The team moulded by Peter Walsh was a superb combination of local grit with Colin 'Buck' Armstrong, 
Martin Oglanby, Paul Penrice and Peter Riley amongst others. These players were supplemented by 
ex-Wigan star Ged Byrne and hooker Phil McKenzie who was snapped up from Widnes.  
 
In addition to that mercurial Australian Mark Mulligan was majestic at full back and with the hard 
hitting Brad Hepi joining Pickering in the pack. The period saw Workington play a tough but 
entertaining brand of rugby league. The style wowed the fans who had returned in their thousands to 
follow the club.   
 
The promotion took Workington into the top flight of rugby league and a 9th place finish in the Stones 
Bitter Championship beating some of the best sides in the country along the way. However, Peter 
resigned as coach Workington Town to return to Australia in July 1995 to take up the assistant coach 
job at Illawarra Steelers. 
 
Former senior player Colin Armstrong in a more recent interview was asked what made Peter Walsh 
such a good coach. He said,  

Peter Walsh’s First Class Playing Record 
 

Year Team Opponent Rep  
Games 

1st Grade 
Premiership/ 

Championship 

Pre-
Season 

Cup 

Mid-
Week 
Cup 

Chall-
enge  
Cup 

John 
Player 
Regal 
Cup 

1976 - - - Wests 3 0 0 - - 

1977 - - - Wests 0 0 0 - - 

1978 - - - Wests 1 2 0 - - 

1979 - - - Wests 10 0 3 - - 

1980 - - - Wests 1 2 2 - - 

1981 Newcastle France 1 - - - - - - 

1981 Country 1sts City 1sts 1 - - - 2 - - 

1987-88 - - - Oldham * - - - 1 5 

Total   2  15 4 7 1 5 

* Peter Walsh played twenty three English 2nd Division games plus three finals games in 1987-
88 with Oldham. These are not included as “First Class” games. However, any games played by 

2nd Division teams in sanctioned Cup competitions are included as “First Class” games. 
 



 
“he was the first coach who really coached me. Roger Millward, for example, coached the team as a 
whole, but Walshy also worked on us individually. He attracted some fabulous players like James 
Pickering, Mark Mulligan, Des Drummond, Ged Byrne and Phil McKenzie. 
 
In Peter’s first couple of months in 1992, you could tell things were happening. Training was so hard, 
but it was different, which kept things fresh. We were runners-up in 1993 to Keighley and only just lost 
at Old Trafford to Featherstone. Then we topped the second division and beat London at Old Trafford.” 
 

 
Peter Walsh – Coach Workington Town 1992-95 

 

Peter returned to Australia in 1995 to take up the assistant coach position at Illawarra Steelers under 
head coach, Allan McMahon. He had known McMahon from the earliest days of the Newcastle Knights 
where he was the inaugural coach in 1988. McMahon had been signed by the Steelers at the end of 
1995 and one of his first tasks was to track down Peter Walsh in the north of England. 
 
It was reported that Walsh signed a three year deal with Illawarra worth $75,000 per year, plus a car 
and $2,000 per week spending money. The package of just over $200,000 per year in 1995 dollars 
demonstrates how well Peter Walsh was valued. 
 

However the timing of Peter’s move to Illawarra coincided with the establishment of Super League in 
1996. That year the game in Australia was divided and two separate competitions were played in 1997. 
The behind the scenes activity during 1996 had a significant impact on clubs and individuals alike. 
Much of the turmoil will only ever be fully known by those close to the action. 
 
Andrew Stark covered this period in a story in the Magpie Memoir Magazine. He noted that respected 
Illawarra Mercury journalist Brian Surtees, received an unmarked envelope at his home in mid-winter 
1996. In that envelope was a “confidential document outlining a report delivered to the Steelers Board 
…. the report was scathing of both McMahon and Walsh and made a strong recommendation that 
they both be sacked.” 
 
It was an unusual position to take given that both the coach and his assistant were only half way 
through their first season. Nevertheless both coaches were sacked by the end of the year despite the 



Illawarra team finishing mid field in the twenty team competition. It would be Allan McMahon’s last 
First Grade coaching role but Peter Walsh went on to achieve a lot more as a rugby league coach. 
 
Peter returned to England at the end of 1997 and was appointed as the coaching co-ordinator of the 
Hull rugby league club. The head coach was former Newtown player Phil Sigsworth who had taken the 
Hull team to a premiership in the English Second Division in 1997.  
 
Hull was promoted to the English Super League in 1998 and it was Peter Walsh’s job to lift the club to 
meet the rigours of the top English competition. However, with no money and any number of off field 
issues it was going to be a difficult task for whoever followed Phil Sigsworth as Hull’s head coach.  
 
The 1998 season proved to be a difficult one for the Hull team but Peter steered the newly promoted 
club to 9th position on the competition table and to safety to compete again in the top tier in 1999. 
The new season did not achieve better results and Peter resigned his position and returned to 
Australia. 
 
On his return he settled in the Port Stephens town of Nelson Bay and soon became involved in 
coaching the local Northern Blues rugby league team. The Blues had achieved some success in the 
second division but had struggled in the top grade before Walsh took over the coaching reins. 
 
His focus was not only about building a team but also building a club that engaged with its community. 
By 2004 the Northern Blues had made the grand final but went down in a close match to Newcastle 
Wests. The following year the Northern Blues took the honours against Newcastle Wests to take 
premiership honours. Peter Walsh and the team around him built the Northern Blues to a premiership 
force with three successive grand final appearances. 
 
He would then go on and coach the Cessnock Goannas and the Newcastle Country Divisional 
representative team. Peter became President of the Port Stephens Sharks rugby league club in 2012 
and would once again be called upon to coach the Port Stephens Sharks in 2013. The Sharks emerged 
from the Northern Blues after falling on hard times.  
 

 
 
In 2025, Peter Walsh is now firmly retired in the Port Stephens district. He has left a legacy wherever 
he has played or coached and has been described as “not one to seek the plaudits and accolades he 



so richly deserves.” Peter is far more content to shy away from the public adulation and shun the 
limelight. He has never been one to brag about his success.  
 
Perhaps the last comment should go to Alan Bell who is a long standing administrator and foundation 
member of the Newcastle Knights. Bell has known Peter Walsh for the best part of 50 years and seen 
him develop as a rugby league professional and as a person. Bell puts forward his view as to why Peter 
was so successful as both a player and coach.  
 
According to Bell, “Peter’s personality welded teams. He was always the loveable larrikin, and he was 
fun to be around. ‘Spider’ was quick witted and he could give and take a gag. He made cold winter 
nights enjoyable and made the hard slog fun. But most of all Peter has always been humble, caring 
and honest. He is smart and always had the courage to tell it as it is.” 
 


