Herb Gilbert

..... crossed over to the professional code, joining the South Sydney Rugby League Club in 1911. He
represented New South Wales in 1911 and was chosen for the 1911-12 Kangaroo tour of Great Britain.
He made his International league début in the first Test in November 1911, becoming the 16th ever
Australian dual code international. He played in all three Tests on tour, heading the tour's try scoring
list with 20 tries.

Australian Rugby League Team — 1 January 1912
Back: G B Ramsey, H R Gilbert, D Frawley, T Berecry, P A McCue, R Williams, W A Cann, A Robinson (Referee)
Middle: R R Craig, C Sullivan, C H McKivat (C), G E M Hallett, W C Noble
Front: Vivian Farnsworth, W Farnsworth

From 1912 to 1915 he played in England with the Hull Club and was captain in Hull's 6-0 victory over
Wakefield Trinity in the 1914 Challenge Cup Final during the 1913-14 season at Halifax, in front of a
crowd of 19,000 people.

After the outbreak of World War I, Herb Gilbert returned to Australia, where he rejoined South
Sydney. In 1916, Herb joined Eastern Suburbs. He was a member of that club's City Cup winning side
before joining the Western Suburbs Magpies in 1917. He played with Wests until 1920, helping to
develop the Club into one of the top teams in the Competition.

Herb Gilbert returned to the Australian Test team as captain in the 2nd Test of the Lions' 1920 tour of
Australia. With the Ashes already won, Australia lost to Great Britain in the 3rd Test of the series with
Gilbert captaining his country for his 2nd and last occasion.

In 1921, at age 33, Herb Gilbert signed on as foundation captain-coach of the newly formed St. George
club. He retired as player at the end of that season but coached the club until 1924.

Herb Gilbert was awarded Life Membership of the St. George Rugby League club in 1938 and was a
state and national selector from 1925 to 1937. In February 2008, Herb Gilbert was named in the list of
Australia's 100 Greatest Players (1908—-2007) which was commissioned by the NRL and ARL to
celebrate the code's centenary year in Australia.




Three of Herb Gilbert's sons played for St. George Rugby League Club, with Herb junior and Jack playing
in the St George maiden Grand Final victory in 1941. Two great grandsons were professional

sportsmen. Sam Gilbert played AFL with St Kilda and Larry Davidson, was a basketballer who played
in the NBL for the Wollongong Hawks.

Herb Gilbert lived most of his life in the Sydney Suburb of Bexley and died there in 1972.
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