Noel Hurford

..... was a prominent sportsman in the Central NSW town of Orange. He played rugby league at Orange
primary and high schools and featured in the Astley Cup competition which is a unique multi sports
competition played each year between Orange, Bathurst and Dubbo High Schools. The competition
has been running since 1923.
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In 1965 and 1966, Noel played rugby union with the Orange Emus club but in 1967 he had a change in
direction when he switched codes to play with the Orange Ex-Services rugby league team.

In 2016 an on-line story recounted his participation in the formation of the Orange City Cricket Club
in 1967. Others in the cricket fraternity at Orange included future international cricket umpire, Darrell
Hair and NSW State cricketer Steve Bernard.

It was great to catch up with a few of those who gathered
with Carl in 1967 in Orange’s Allcorn’s Star Ballroom to
form the Orange City Cricket Club — men such as Denis
Hair, his younger brother Darrell (who later became a
leading international umpire), Jeff Culverson, Noel
Hurford, Terry Rayner and John Rodis.

Molong On Line 8 March 2016

Noel played rugby league with the Orange Ex-Services club from 1967 until 1970. It was in the later
year when he came to prominence. He was selected from his club, Orange Ex-Services, to represent
Western Division in the Country Rugby League Championships and then in a match to be played at
Bathurst, against the touring Great Britain team.

The Great Britain team of 1970 had one of the most successful tours in its history. Of the twenty four
games played it only lost one match being the First Test against Australia. The team that played
Western Division in 1970 was a powerful one with tour captain, Frank Myler and noted Test prop, Cliff
Watson on the bench.

Western Division winger, Terry Scurfield scored three tries and Noel Hurford kicked a goal. Terry
Scurfield, who played with Parkes was subsequently recruited by Parramatta
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Noel had attracted interest from Sydney clubs and talent scout John Cochrane was in Orange where
he approached Noel Hurford and Bobby Priest to trial with Wests for the 1971 season. Bobby Priest
declined but Noel who was holding down a farm job at the time thought that it might be a good
opportunity. The thought of playing First Grade rugby league was quite appealing.

He was signed by Wests and moved into a flat at Campsie but city life was a lot different to what he
had been used to and it took a while for him to settle. Nevertheless, he started his city rugby league
career in fine form playing in the first two rounds of the pre-season Wills Cup competition.

COPYRIGHT LIDCOMBE OVAL
Friday, February 24 1971 — 8.30 p.m.

| C'NULLA-SUTHERLAND

SECOND ROUND:

6—Tim MURPHYT
7—John MAXWELL

8—Roy FERGUSON (C)
9—Barry BRYANT
10—John BAKER
11—Jim CODY
12—Ken STONESTREET
13—George SKEERS

(Black angd White) (Sky Blue_Black and White)
Coach: RON WATSON Coach: TOMMY BISHOP
Fullbocks:
1—Tony FORD 2 — Greg PIERCE— 1
T =22 ‘Threequorters:

2—Don ROGERS Ray CORCORAN— 2
3—Derek BROUWER Paul TAYLOR— 3
4—Noel HURFORD ) Bob WEAR— 4
5—Mick ALCHIN Dave COTTER— 5

Five-cighths:

Rosrderesrhos

Kevin HOGAN— 6
Tommy BISHOP (C)— 7

Rod URQUHART— 8
John MAGUIRE— 9
Kevin DIXON—10
George TAYLFORTH—I11
Ron TURNER—12

Mick SOUTER—13

Replacements:
B. Andrews (14), C. Wellman (15), A.

Keankn 16), D. Cooper (17), G.
" llen (18).'F. Tomiinsan (19,

Halves:

22

Wills Cup Pre-Season Cup - Round Two 26 February 1971




He played in the Reserve Grade team at the commencement of the 1971 premiership competition but
was called up to First Grade in round seven when Dick Timbs withdrew with injury earlier in the week.
Noel made his First Grade debut in the match against Cronulla playing in the centres alongside John
Elford. He said that he would never forget the experience of running on to the field with the First
Grade team for the first time.

WESTERN
1971 Round 7 Sunday 9th May Endeavour Field SUBURBS
Cronulla 22 def. Western Suburbs 8
Les BELL Fullback Tony FORD
Ray CORCORAN Wing Don ROGERS
Greg PIERCE Centre John ELFORD
Dave COTTER Centre Noel HURFORD
Peter O’BRIEN Wing Wayne MERRY
Kevin HOGAN Five-eighth Tim MURPHY
Tommy BISHOP (c) Half Tom RAUDONIKIS
Chris WELLMAN Lock Rod SMITH
Dave COOPER Second Row John BAKER
Rod URQUHART Second Row Barry BRYANT
Alan KENNINGTON Front Row George SKEERS
Ron TURNER Hooker Ken STONESTREET
Greg ALLEN Front Row Jim CODY (c)
Replacement Steve WINTER
Replacement Tony ANTUNAC

Noel Hurford’s First Grade Premiership Debut with Wests Round Seven, 1971

Noel played five First Grade premiership games in 1971 and together with the two Wills Cup games
was on the losing end of the scoreboard on each occasion. This was no reflection on Noel as Wests
had a horror run with injuries that year and finished with the wooden spoon.

In 1972, Noel remained with Wests but played no further First Grade Games. He was a regular in Wests
Reserve Grade team under the coaching of “Chow” Hayes and he contributed to a number of wins by
that team through his goal kicking. The Rugby League News recorded him winning a tight match
against St George at the SCG with a “fine pressure goal.”

RESERVES WON, TOO

It was very much ‘“Wests’ Day’
at the Cricket Ground last Saturday
The stage was set for the Magpies
sthrring victory over Saints in the
big match by the success of their
Reserve graders in a splendid match
Fbrme; first grade lock Rod
Smith, side-stepping smartly, scored
gl:érttry — an excellent individual
rt.

_And centre from the country, Il
FEUrford] clinched the win with a
g& pressure goal in the second

RLN 21 May 1972

During Noel’s two seasons with Wests he played five First Grade, thirty Reserve Grade, five Third
Grade and two Pre Season Cup games for a total of forty two games in all grades. He scored two tries
and kicked ninety four goals for a tally of one hundred and ninety four points in all grades.




Surname Forename | Year 1t 2nd 3 Pre- Tries Goals Field Total

Grade | Grade Grade Season Goals Points
Cup

Hurford Noel 1971 5 4 8
Hurford Noel 1971 16 1 44 91
Hurford Noel 1971 1 2 4
Hurford Noel 1971 2

Hurford Noel 1972 14 1 33 69
Hurford Noel 1972 4 11 22

Noel Hurford’s Playing Record at Wests

Noel returned to Orange in 1973. By his own admission, he hated city life and when a work opportunity
came up in his home town, it was an easy decision to make. With his experience at Wests behind him,
he took on the captain-coach position with the Orange Ex-Services team which he maintained until
the end of the 1976 season. He took this team to three grand finals in 1973, 1974 and 1975, but
unfortunately they were runners-up on each occasion.

In 1977, Noel took on the First Grade captain-coach position at Molong. Molong was in the process of
rebuilding and with an energetic committee and a well-known player-coach in the ranks, new players
were attracted to the club which ensured them success, with a premiership in 1978. Noel was with
Molong until the end of the 1980 season.

Molong Rugby League — Defending Second Division Premiers 1979
Back: Rod Auld, Graham Overgaard, Fred Lyons, Brian Lyons, Victor Barrow, Dave Barrow, Roger Laughton, Ron O’Brien
Front: Danny Collins (Strapper), Bill Stanford, Mike Montgomery, Noel Hurford (Captain-Coach), P Garlick, John Mann

Noel reconnected with his former team at Orange in 1981 but the Ex-Services Club had severed its ties
with rugby league. The team then played under the name of Orange United. With a new name and no
money, Noel had a challenge ahead of him as captain coach of the team.

He took them to a premiership but stepped down as coach after the first season. Noel played on until
the end of the 1983 season when he retired. The Orange United team eventually became Orange
Hawks which remain as one of the top teams in the Western Premiership competition.

While Noel retired from playing, he took up the mantle as a Group 10 Referee in 1984, and continued
with that role until the early 1990’s. In a recent interview, he expressed the view that being a referee




can sometimes be tougher than playing the game. Nevertheless, the game can’t be played without
the man in the middle and Noel enjoyed his time giving back to the game in that capacity.

In 2004, Noel Hurford was one of a number of Orange sports people honoured as “Legends” of the
City. In that group was former Wests player, Brian Isbester. Noel played junior rugby league with Brian
in Orange.

Orange Sports Legends 2004
(Noel Hurford — front 2™ from right), Brian Isbester (back 4" from left)

In 2021, Noel Hurford was selected as one of Orange’s 17 best junior rugby league players that went
on to greater things in the game.

ORANGE RUGBY LEAGUE BEST 17
1 Bobby Priest
2 Noel Hurford
3 Jack Wighton
4 Evan Cochrane
5 Tom Commins
6 James Maloney
7 Daniel Mortimer
8 Darren Britt
9 Bob Lindfield
10 | Jesse Bromwich
11 | Paul Dunn
12 | Troy Campbell
13 | Mark Lowry

BENCH

14 | Mitchell Sargent
15 | Garret Crossman
16 | Jason McLean
17 | James Carrick

In the interview conducted in 2024, Noel indicated that since retiring from rugby league he had
played a bit of hockey and also enjoyed lawn bowls. He remains a loyal boy from Orange and is

enjoying life with his wife Moira in that great central west town.




