
Geoff Smith 

 
…..  was graded with Wests in 1974. He commenced in under 23’s and quickly made his way to Reserve 
Grade. The problem for Geoff was that he had one Tom Raudonikis ahead of him in First Grade. 
However this also provided an opportunity as when Tom was selected for the Australian Test team, 
Wests needed a replacement and there was none better than Geoff Smith to step up. 
 
Geoff made his First Grade debut on 13 June 1974 in a round nine game against Canterbury Bankstown 
at Lidcombe Oval. Wests convincingly defeated Canterbury 20-3, 
 

 
Geoff Smith’s First Grade Debut Round 9 – 13 June 1974 

 
Wests Archive has recorded notes from that game; 
  
“Wests put themselves back into semi-final possibility with a convincing win over Canterbury in this postponed 
match. Tom Raudonikis was out on Test duties, allowing Geoff Smith to make his debut. This was a very strong 
forward tackling performance with Myers, Hundy and Liubinskas to the fore. However, the real star of the match 
was John Dorahy, who stamped his full potential in only his fifth First Grade match. Russell Mullins played well 
and scored a spectacular diving try near full-time, even though the field was still heavy from continuing rain”. 
Source: westsarchives.com.au 

 
Geoff Smith replaced Tom Raudonikis in the round 14 match that year when Tom was once again 
called up for Test duties. He also came off the bench in a round seventeen match when Tom 
Raudonikis was rested with only a few minutes of the match remaining. It was the first time that Wests 
players had received a bonus for a match win. Geoff was only on the field for a short time so it was an 
easy way to pick up a bonus. 
 
Geoff became a regular member of the Reserve Grade team in 1975. He also played three First Grade 
games that season. He replaced Tom Raudonikis in the round eight match and remained in the 
halfback position for three consecutive games. Raudonikis had injured his ankle in a recent City v 
Country match. The round ten match report recorded in Wests Archive noted; 
 
“Wests had another reshuffled team for this game, with Foster and Liubinskas back and Jim Murphy moving to 
the front row. Although Geoff Smith had a good game, it was obvious that Wests were still missing Tom 
Raudonikis badly.” 
Source: westsarchives.com.au 
 

Raudonikis returned for the round eleven game against Cronulla Sutherland. 



In 1976 Geoff had his first taste of AMCO Cup football, coming off the bench against Monaro and then 
appearing in the run on team in the match against Parramatta. He had a good run with the First Grade 
team in the premiership competition playing from round ten to round fifteen. He came on in the round 
ten game to give Tom Raudonikis a rest but it was also known that Raudonikis was going to be away 
with representative duties and so Wests prepared Geoff Smith for the Club games ahead. The Sun 
newspaper reported on the round eleven game as follows; 
 
“For the past three weeks Geoff Smith has spent training nights in the shoes nobody said would fit. They belonged 
to Tommy Raudonikis and Smith spent much of the nights preparing for when Raudonikis would be in Brisbane 
with the NSW side. Yesterday was Smith’s day and he made such a go of it that Wests snuffed out Cronulla’s fire 
23-10 in another caning at Lidcombe. First, Wests haven’t been beaten at Lidcombe in a premiership match this 
year, and second, Wests’ players wanted to prove they were not a one-man team.” 

 
Wests Archive also recorded notes on this match; 
 
“Wests were without Raudonikis and Donnelly, who were in Brisbane for a State match but the half replacement 
Geoff Smith had a blinder, scoring a great individual try. Led by one-time captain, John Purcell, the Wests’ forward 
dominated all day to allow the backs to have a field day.”  
Source: westsarchives.com.au 

 
Geoff played well during this period but in the round fifteen game against Penrith, he was selected in 
the hooking position. This was not his natural position and the move back fired with Wests losing the 
scrums 6-15. Ironically, John Purcell, Wests regular hooker returned the following week and was 
beaten 6-22 in the scrum count. 
 

 

   
SMH June 1976 

 
The following year, 1977, was possibly Geoff Smith’s best while he was at Wests. He was a regular 
member of Wests First Grade team and shared the half back role with Tom Raudonikis. Tom made 
twelve appearances at halfback during the competition rounds while Geoff Smith made ten 
appearances. No doubt Tom was the number one pick given his representative status, but it does 
highlight how highly Geoff was regarded. 
 
Geoff’s last match for Wests was the famous AMCO Cup final in which Wests defeated Easts 6-5. He 
came off the bench in the Third Quarter replacing five-eighth Peter Rowles. Geoff slotted into the half 
back position with Tom Raudonikis moving to five-eighth. 



 
Geoff Smith (No. 15) getting ready to feed a scrum – AMCO Cup Final 1977 

 

 
Geoff Smith (No. 15) moving in to dummy half – AMCO Cup Final 1977 

 

 
                                              AMCO Cup                                         AMCO Cup 1977 Team List and Results 

 



 
Geoff Smith and Steve Blyth - two of Wests Warriors from the 1977 AMCO Cup Final 

Source: Nathan Cole – Pratten Park Magpies 2017 Reunion 

 
During his time at Wests , Geoff Smith played twenty five First Grade, fifty five Reserve Grade, seven 
Under 23’s, two Pre Season Cup and six AMCO Cup games. He scored eighteen tries and kicked one 
goal in all grades for a total of fifty six points. 
 

Surname Forename Year 1st 
Grade 

2nd 

Grade 
3rd 

Grade 
U/23’s Pre-

Season 
Cup 

AMCO 
Cup 

Tries Goals Total 
Points 

Smith Geoff 1974 3         

Smith Geoff 1974  12     4 1 14 

Smith Geoff 1974    7   2  6 

Smith Geoff 1975 3         

Smith Geoff 1975  15     4  12 

Smith Geoff 1976 6      1  3 

Smith Geoff 1976  17     3  9 

Smith Geoff 1976      2    

Smith Geoff 1977 13      1  3 

Smith Geoff 1977  11     3  9 

Smith Geoff 1977     2     

Smith Geoff 1977      4    

Total   25 55  7 2 6 18 1 56 
Geoff Smith’s Playing Record at Wests 

 
In 1978, Geoff received a call from Bill Hamilton, the captain-coach of the North Sydney team, who 
asked him if he would like to trial with the Bears. Geoff went across to Norths and started the season 
in good form. He was the first choice halfback but injury significantly curtailed his season. 



Geoff turned out with Norths again in 1979 and by round five he had been made captain of the North 
Sydney Bears. He retained the captaincy until round eleven when Norths played Wests at Lidcombe 
Oval. On that day he was opposed to Tom Raudonikis who was the captain of Wests. Although Norths 
lost the game, Geoff was one of the better players on the day as the Sun newspaper reported on 4 
June. 
 
“When Wests raced away to a 13-0 lead midway through the half – with winger Boland, Wayne Smith and 
Graham O’Grady strolling through weak tackling to score – it looked like the flood gates would open. But a bad 
mistake from O’Grady, who failed to take the kick-off after his try, let Norths back into the game. From the 
resulting scrum, Norths’ skipper (Geoff) Smith brushed aside feeble attempts from Raudonikis and Wayne Smith 

to score down the blind side.” 
 

 
Geoff Smith’s last First Grade game v Wests at Lidcombe Oval 3 June 1979 

 
However this was also Geoff Smith’s last rugby league game. He damaged ligaments in his knee in the 
game against Wests which forced his premature retirement. At Norths he played eleven First Grade 
and five Pre Season Cup games. 
 

 
SMH June 1979 

 
During the time he played rugby league, Geoff was developing his career in the construction industry 
and soon found himself working in Country areas with commercial builder, Kell and Rigby. He had a 
successful career in this sector. 
 
Geoff continues to live in the Sydney region, is a member of Pratten Park Magpies and enjoys catching 
up with former team mates. 


