
Russell Johnstone 

 
….. played with the Parramatta Third Grade team in 1964. He and Parramatta had a successful year 
with the Third Grade team taking out the 1964 premiership. Parramatta overcame a strong St George 
team that had won the minor premiership and contained future First Grade player, Warren Ryan and 
future Wests player, Brian Winney. 
 

 
Third Grade Grand Final 1964 Parramatta v St George 

 
 

 
Parramatta DRLFC Third Grade Premiers 1964 

Back: Rod Smith, Russell Johnstone, Peter Linde, Vic Collins, John Ringk, Jim Poulos 

Middle: Ken Cluff, Ken Stewart, Garrie McCalla, Matt Johnston (C), Ron Workman, Mick Dennis, Peter Delaney 

Front: Ernie Gillon, Garry Irving (Deputy Ball Boy), Brian Gillett (Ball Boy), John Wicks 

 
Russ played with Parramatta from 1964 until 1966 but didn’t play a First Grade premiership match 
during that time. However he did play two pre-season Cup games in the First Grade team in 1966. He 
debuted in the round one match against Manly Warringah. 
 
 



 

 
Round One Pre Season Cup Match 1966 – Paramatta v Manly Warringah 

 

In 1967, Penrith was admitted into the Sydney premiership competition and Russ Johnstone returned 
home to play with his district club. His first match with Penrith was a pre-season Cup game where he 
came off the bench against his former club, Parramatta. Penrith had a narrow 6-5 win. 
 
Russ made his First Grade debut with Penrith against Manly Warringah in round three of the 1967 
season.  
 

 
Russ Johnstone’s First Grade Debut – Round Three 1967 

 



 
Penrith DRLFC First Grade Team 1967 

Back: Russ Johnstone, Barry Harris, Bob Landers, Geoff Waldie 

Middle: Bill McCall, Wayne Peckham, Tony Brown, Ron Workman, David Applebee 

Front: Ern Gillon, Laurie Fagan, Graham Moran, Tommy Wilson 

 
In round four of the premiership, Penrith celebrated its entry into the Sydney rugby league 
competition with the official opening of Penrith Park. Penrith rose to the occasion and defeated St 
George 24-12. Russ Johnstone scored one of Penrith’s four tries in this famous win. 
 

 
Penrith Rugby League First Grade 1967 

The Penrith Team that defeated St George at the official unveiling of Penrith Park – Round Four 1967 

Back: Bill McCall, Russ Johnstone, Geoff Waldie, Bob Landers, Barry Harris, Graham Moran, Leo Trevena (Coach) 

Front: Dave Applebee, Maurie Raper, Ron Workman, Wayne Peckham, Laurie Fagan, Ernie Gillon, Tom Wilson 

 



Russ played with Penrith from 1967 until the start of the 1971 season. During his time with Penrith 
he played thirty four First Grade games and five Pre Season Cup games. His time at Penrith had its 
ups and downs. When he was playing well there was no one better but his form was inconsistent 
and with the effect of injuries he found himself in and out of Penrith’s top team. 
 

 
RLN 17, 18 August 1968 

 
He started the 1971 season with Penrith, playing one pre-season Cup game against St George then the 
following week, for the first round of the premiership competition, he was selected in Penrith’s Third 
Grade team. In the Third Grade team were future First Grade players, Tim Sheens and Zac Olejarnik. 
It was the last game that Russ played for Penrith. On 9 May 1971, Russ played his first game with 
Wests.  

 

     
                                             26 March 1971                                                                               9 May 1971 

 
Within a fortnight Russ was playing in Wests First Grade team. He made his First Grade debut with 
Wests on 23 May 1971. It wasn’t Wests finest game as the Sydney Morning Herald reported the 
following day;  
 
Wests have fallen to their lowest ebb in recent times and only five-eighth Tom Raudonikis and stand-in prop 
Russell Johnstone earned their appearance money. Raudonikis continually probed the defence, but support was 
almost non-existent. (SMH 24th May 1971) 



 
Russ Johnstone’s First Grade Debut with Wests – Round Nine 1971 

 

Russ made an impression in this game and became a regular member of the First Grade team that 
year. 
 
In 1972 he started the season playing the Wills Cup pre-season games and then was selected in the 
First Grade team or played off the bench in the first five rounds of the competition. He then played a 
number of lower grade games but did not see out the season. 
 
Russ played his last season with Wests in 1973. He played five First Grade games, the last being 
recorded in round seven. There is no further record of him playing grade rugby league. 
 
During his time at Wests, Russ Johnstone played twenty two First Grade, five Reserve Grade, one Third 
Grade, four Pre Season Cup and three Endeavour Cup games for a total of thirty five games. He scored 
seven tries in all grades for a total of twenty one points. 

 
Surname Forename Year 1st 

Grade 
2nd 

Grade 
3rd 

Grade 
Pre- 

Season 
Cup 

Endeavour 
Cup 

Tries Goals Field 
Goals 

Total 
Points 

Johnstone Russell 1971 13     4   12 

Johnstone Russell 1971  2    1   3 

Johnstone Russell 1971     3     

Johnstone Russell 1972 4         

Johnstone Russell 1972  3    1   3 

Johnstone Russell 1972   1   1   3 

Johnstone Russell 1972    4      

Johnstone Russell 1973 5         

Total   22 5 1 4 3 7   21 
Russell Johnstone’s Playing Record at Wests 

 

Russ Johnstone had a successful career as a Police Officer. He lived in the Penrith district but later on 
moved to the Sunshine Coast in Queensland. He died in the town of Eudlo, Queensland in February 
2004 and his memorial is at the Nambour Garden Lawn Cemetery, Sunshine Coast, Queensland. 
 


