Jack Russell

..... was an adventurous character and could be described as a bit of larrikin. In March 1939 he was
taken to Court by the NSW Railways. He was charged with jumping off a train at Helensburgh Station
while the train was travelling at 20 mph. John had been previously warned but apparently saw the
escapade as a challenge.

JUMPED FROM TRAIN

Jack Russell, was fined £1 with
R/- costas and 5/- witness expenses
for leaving a railway carriage while
the latter was in motion. A railway
official told the court that Ruassell
had jumped from a train on to the
Helensburgh railway platform at =a
speed of approximately 20 m.p.n.
Defendant had previously been warn

ed.

South Coast Times 10 March 1939

It was also the year that John was identified as a rising football talent. He was described as a
“mighty atom” and a “champ in the making.”

Latest midget to loom on the hori-
zon is Helensburgh youth, Jack Rus-
Eell, A mighty atom behind the
Bearborough pack last ¥ Sunday. A
hrother of the genial “"Blue™ he is
a thamp in the making.

South Coast Times 23 June 1939

Jack Russell was playing rugby league with the Scarborough senior team in 1939 but in 1940 the local
Helensburgh club formed an under 21 team in which Jack wanted to play. He made an application to
be regraded with the junior club but was refused no doubt due to his competent performances at the
senior level. A newspaper report in 1956 indicates that Jack did play for Helensburgh U/21’s but was
also playing for the Scarborough team later in the season.

e Scarborough will meet Wollongong
Scarborough half back, Jack Russell, on the loeal green. DeCluett, Russell,
B ity oo Oliver, Green and Dodds have shown
for the northern ‘combination, applied 4 ey
e R good form to date und Scarborough
i ] v + 4 A
i?l‘xelnnstbm%tfz Onder 21 thirteen, The expeet to apen their necount in this
application was refused. Jﬂme-
Illawarra Mercury 26 April 1940 South Coast Times 31 May 1940

In 1941 it was a similar story for Jack. He was playing on the wing for Scarborough and was very
much a crowd favourite.

P

Scarborough — H. Everitt, C. De- Helensbureh Under ST contre, Jnek
Cluett, E. DeCluett, J. Woods,, R. Russcll, replacing Chad DeCluett, on
Byrnes, C. Brandon, L. Savage, J. Searborough's wing repeatedly held
Thorn,, King Green, N. Martin, S. the crowd spellbiound.
Oliver, W. Ferguson, D, Timmins, W, Possessed of spred and a most de-

Dodds, F. Smith, J. Russell, A. Green ceptive side step the youth made sev
Perkins. eral brilliant runs.

South Coast Times 25 April 1941 South Coast Times 19 September 1941




There was a Jack Russell who played half back for Wests in 1941 and 1942 but this was a different
player. The Wests Third Grade team photo from 1941 clearly shows that the two Jack Russells were
physically different.

INY JACK RUSSELIL, who made his
debut as half for the “Weenies” on
Saturday, made a welcome appearance,
and is sure of greater success. His score
wag a very nice try.

This was not Jack Russell from Helensburgh - RLN 17 May 1941

In September 1941, at the end of the football season, Jack Russell enlisted with the Citizens Military
Forces for service in the Second World War. He was posted to the 34" Australian Infantry Battalion.
Initially, he spent time at the Ingleburn Army Camp in Sydney but was soon back at Wollongong and
played rugby league there in 1942.

Scarborough did not have a team in 1942. The Illawarra Rugby League ruled that Jack could play with
either the Corrimal or the Thirroul Clubs. Jack played with Thirroul in 1942. Jack also played with the
Army team in Wollongong that season.

Juelk Russell, who Inter receiv-
ol o nasty hump, registered Thiv-

coul's pnly try, Great work too,

South Coast Times 4 September 1942

He was selected as a reserve for the Southern Sector Army Team that played lllawarra at Wollongong
on 30 May 1942. In that team was Arthur Morris who played five-eighth for the St George rugby union
team and later would become a revered Australian cricket Test batsman. Also on the wing for the
Army team in that game was Wests First Grade player Doug Rogers.

SOUTHERN SECTOR ARMY

H. Hallett.

J. Jackson, P. O'Carroll, P. Tier-
ney, W, Rogers.

A. Morris, J. Clyburn.

A. Corcoran, J. Sweeney, W. Lu-
dowici; R. Smith, W. Evans, R,
Foote; rezerves: G. Burke, T. Me-
Dermott, J. Russell. J, Cooke.

Southern Sector Army RL v Illawarra RL — 30 May 1942

Jack Russell enlisted with the 2" AIF at Dapto NSW in August 1942. In effect he had transferred from
the Citizens Military Force to the Regular Army where he joined the 6™ Australian Infantry Machine
Gun Battalion, which was raised in August 1942 and based at Narellan, NSW. Jack like many young
men at that time had his issues with military discipline and was recorded as absent without leave on
several occasions and also disobeying a command from a superior officer for which he was
admonished.

It is likely that his rugby league ability assisted in him receiving a lesser response to his indiscretions
from the authorities. He continued to represent the Army at rugby league, and in June 1943 he was
selected to once again represent Army against an lllawarra representative team and from there to




represent NSW Country in the annual match against City. His selection in the Country team was
enhanced by him scoring four tries against lllawarra.

Army team— Full hack, . 1107
ties; three-quarters.  Farkinson,
Wood, Jacobszon. Carrig; five-
cight, J. Kadwell: half. Russell;
forwards, J. Hamilton, C. Marsh,
J. Parker C. Langton, P. Minns, T.
MeceDermott.

Army v lllawarra South Coast Times 4 June 1943

COMBINED ARMY
v. ILLAWARRA

W'GONG SHOWGROUND
ON SUNDAY, 6th JUNE, 1943

The entire proceeds to the South Coast

UGLY mAN COMPETITION
fcr the Australian' Comforts’ Fund

Proceeds from the match to be given to the South Coast Ugly Man Competition

JACK RUSSELL, a Soccer player 18

months ago, is the Country half in

tomorrow’s Rugby League match
against City at the S.C.G.

Daily Telegraph 11 June 1943

Saturday, June 12, 1943 — Sydney Cricket Ground

3.15—SYDNE\lyv. COUNTRY
SYDNEY COUNTRY
(Colours-—B.lue with Gold Y) (Colours—>aroon 1;:21;. b([l_]:l;l.v)

Full-back :
13—R. LINDWALL (St.G.)
Threc-quarters :
12—M. DENTON (B.)
11—T. KAINE (ES.)
10—T. BOURKE (B.)
9—F. COLLINS (N.S.)

Halves: :
8—W. O'CONNELL (E.S.)
7—A. McANDREW (5t.G.)

Forwards: .

6—J. HAMPSTEAD (B.)
5—G. SCULLY (N.S.)
4—H. PIERCE (E.S.) Capt.
3—J. WALSH (S.5.)
2—H. GILBERT (5t.G.)
1—F. FARRELL (N.)

Reserves:!
14—T. Allen (ES.), 15
Andrews (W.S.), 16—P. Bugder
(N.), 17—J. Armstrong (S.S.)
L. Doran (N.S.)

(N’cstle) O. SCREEN—13
Three-quarters :

*  (Army) R. GILL—9
~ (Lithgow) L. TAYLOR—I0
(W'gong) J. JORGENSON—I1
(N’cstle) W.RICHARDSON—12
) Hualves :
(W. Kembla) L. DOYLE—S8

(Army) J. RUSSELL—7

! Forwards :
(Army) J. HUTCHINSON—6
“apt. (Lithgow) H. BAILEY—5
{Katoomba) €. RUSSELL—4

(Bathurst) F. BELL—3

Pt. Kembla) F. JOHNSON—2
’ (N’cstle) A. GIBB—I1
Reserves
14—C. Hauville (Lithgow!
15—G. Grills (Cessnock)

—

Sydney v Country 12 June 1943




J. RUSSELL (Army—Half-back): This
boy forced his way into the side by
his splendid display in the Army -
Ilawarra match at Wollongong on
Sunday. Secured 4 tries and gave a
brilliant all-round exhibition. Would
be worth a place in any side on this
display. Y

RLN 12 June 1943

CITY v COUNTRY MATCH

A preat following of fans jour-
neyed to the City to see this game
The loeal lads did a ereat job.
Leo Doyle's play was very fav-
ourably commented upon by the
hard heads of the City clubs,
while Jorgenson and Russell, at
scrum half also came  in for
praise. F. Johnson, as hooker, out
ghone his City vis-a-vis.

South Coast Times 18 June 1943

Jack’s performance in the Country v City game was noticed by the Sydney clubs and in particular Wests
and St George. In a news report in the Sun on 21 June, Jack indicated that he was not going to play in
Sydney in 1943, however that soon changed when he turned out for Wests a fortnight later. It was his
one and only game in the 1943 Sydney premiership competition.

LEAGUE HALF Fursell Informed me op Sat-

urday that he had declded L0 re-

mals where he & for the sra-

DE‘ LlNEs won He Ix mationed in a coun-
| try atea.

Weitern Suburbs wis particu-

SYDNEY OFFERS & snsns

vices, and Bopoed that he wonld

Lav \] =at Saturday.
DAILY SPORTLIGHT—By CLAUDE CORBETT Bt Giesrgo was ancnes chub
~ interested i Russell, but wanted
Half-back Jock Russell who sudden! n‘;r;r-;x'amnwl-le;mh" :(nxl-‘.‘:h

burst into prominence during Country Wee PEQJITh I;v:ul?:‘gn)lnnr:‘tr $erim,
wu!l not play for a¢ Sydney Rugby Lcog.uo club | eotvell bnoad and 1s a&o&n}
this season. Army duties next year will guide he wisr thing by taking bls

his football career. ume regarding e future

The Sun 21 June 1943

WESTERN WESTERN
SUBURBS 1943 Round 10 Saturday 3rd July Pratten Park SUBURBS
Canterbury 16 def. Western Suburbs 8
Lin JOHNSON Fullback Patrick McFARLANE
Billy HARRIS Wing Bruce BROWN
Jack BONNYMAN Centre Jack WHITEHURST (c)
Ron BAILEY (c) Centre Bob ANDREWS
Ray POWER Wing Stan EISENHUTH
Lew FISHER Five-eighth Albert McGUINESS
Roy McCARTER Half Jack RUSSELL
Frank SPONBERG Lock Gerald BEGLEY
Ron KELLY Second Row George LUCAS
Ted ANDERSON Second Row Fred McKEAN
Bob ALLISON Front Row Ron CAMPBELL
Charlie JUPP Hooker Neville SPENCE
Arthur MORRIS Front Row Fred FAYERS
Tries Ted ANDERSON Jack RUSSELL
Arthur MORRIS Bruce BROWN
Goals Lin JOHNSON (4) Bob ANDREWS (1)
Roy McCARTER (1)

Jack Russell’s First Grade Debut — Round 10 1943




Newspaper reports from the match noted that, Jack Russell, the brilliant Country team half, playing

his first game with Western Suburbs, saw very little of the ball, and had few opportunities. Daily
Telegraph 4 July 1943.

Match notes from the Wests Archive web site noted;

Jack Russell, who had starred as the Country half-back in the recent Country-City matches, made his debut for
Wests but had limited chances. Source: westsarchives.com.au

Within a fortnight of Jack making his First Grade debut with Wests, he was deployed to Queensland in
readiness to be transported to New Guinea. He arrived in New Guinea on 2 August 1943.

He spent almost eight months in New Guinea where the 6" Machine Gun Battalion saw action in the
Ramu Valley and at Shaggy Ridge. Its role during this period was to defend Gusap Airfield amidst heavy
fighting around Shaggy Ridge. Conditions around the airfield were highly malarial and the machine
gunners were subjected to a number of aerial attacks.

Jack returned to Australia in mid-March 1944 and soon found his way back to Wests. He was granted
extended leave without pay and finally discharged from military service in January 1945 when he was
employed in an essential industry. The leave extended to him enabled Jack to concentrate on playing
rugby league.

SCRUM-HALF READY

FTESTERN SUBURBS Rugby Lesgus
fans are delighted with the news
that Jack Ruossell will be nvailable
ior the season as ascrum-haif,
J:g;:aon dreprc:gnted Country Istn.st.
BRRS and ma a AL name
himsel?, L2n =

He has since been in the buttle nrea
and atiliv returned home on Friday
st ¢ will play inst Canter-
bury at Belmore next Lurday,
e

Daily Mirror 28 March 1944

LOU MOSES, secretary of Western Suburbs Rugby League Club, ex-

tends the hand of welcome to soldier Jack Russell, who played for

Country against City last year and will work the Magpies' scrum
this season.

Jack Russell returns from New Guinea - Daily Mirror 1 April 1944




The season ahead for Jack Russell had its highs and lows. He played the first seven rounds of the
competition at half back in First Grade for Wests. He was also playing with the Mt Kembla club in the
Illawarra competition at the same time. It was a scenario that would be unthinkable in the modern
era. A news story in the Sun in May 1945 provided a brief explanation as to how that occurred. In the

program for the City v Country match in 1944 it was recorded that Jack was playing with the Mount
Keira club. That was not correct.

Study of a book on the rules converted Western
Suburbs half-back, Jack Russecll, from Soccer to
Rugby League.

Ihe lows of the Leagud looked Western Suburbs he also re-
attrartive ta Russell) In ad- presentad the country,
cdittan, he hoas a !)rmhor "Ahr) A memkier of ke Army. he
plaved the gnme acd helped 20 praved swith Wests, on the Satig-
Wi b over day nnd Mount Keirpn team on

A smuart halt, Jack pul up Lthe Swnday
an nonnsual performance laslt hats how e came o e
season. \While hre played with pleked for Country

The Sun 15 May 1945

Jack’s form was so good in 1944 that he was once again selected for the Country representative
team that played City on 12 June.

SYDNEY versus COUNTRY

Monday, June 12, 199494 — Sydney Cricketr Ground
’ 3.10 p.m.
SYDNEY COUNTRY
{Cuolours: Sky Blue and Gold V.) {Ceclours: Maroon with Gola V.)»
Full-back : Full-back = 1
13—T. KIRK F. BALL—13
(Newtown) (Nowcastle)

Three-gquarters: Threc-guarters =

(Batmain) (C.) M. DE{:};‘;?:‘—‘ 2
1 'l—'(’l. JKCOBSON F'¢NBROV{I’.§ i1
ewcastie
—— ,"‘Zﬂ“"e V. MADGE—10
o3, GOODWIN ot Sl
(& O 00 = N-wcnltl-)—
Halves: Halves =
et s I Ly C. HOLLINGSWORTH —8
’—“é;.;':."gﬁ‘-':ff"‘ 3. Rtl‘Js.‘sE‘Ll..—'l
Fo
S——A. CLUE Focrwards :
(Western Suburbs) F. BEAZLEY—6
5—H. NARVO é (Port Kembla)
{Newtown) c. RUSSELL—5
ARMSTRONG (Lithgow)
(South Sydney) 6(1‘3'541;_4
—F. FARRELL gow
S f" oﬁtwa b - F. M(‘i’il-kﬁnd)
TT n n
Caarmatny 3. WILLIAMS 2
D
l_'c.;lorgumuo,) =¥y - »{?":.gl =t |
3 Beserves: : (Lithgow)
74 J. Poyne {(C'bury-B'town)., Rescrves =

15 J. Hall (N.S.), 16 J. Walsh L 14 J. Norley (Ceunock).
£ 15 €. Haouville {(Lithgow).

Sydney v Country 12 June 1944

After the City v Country game, Jack played for Wests in a State Cup challenge game against Kurri Kurri.
Paddy Bugden had been appointed Coach of Wests in 1944 but was unable to play until he residentially
qualified mid-season. Paddy was available in round eight of the competition and slotted straight into
the halfback position in Wests First Grade team.

It is not clear whether Jack Russell was dropped in favour of Paddy Bugden but he did not appear at
all in the round eight Wests team lists. A clue has been found in the South Coast Times which indicated
that Jack was fit again and available for the Mount Kembla team the following week. Therefore it




appeared that Jack was injured mid-season but eventually made his way back to the Wests First Grade
team late in 1944.

money. J. lussell I8 11t again And he
will ensure the Mount's back ling
gends that ball slong, The nstute

South Coast Times 7 July 1944

In 1945 Paddy Bugden had moved on. Frank McMillan had returned to Wests to Coach, and Jack
Russell had a great year. Jack played every premiership game and two State Cup games that season.
He also played in the semi-final loss to Easts. Eastern Suburbs were minor premiers and premiers in
1945. It was Wests best result in a decade.

For Jack Russell it was a tough year physically but he played to his ability and was a favourite of the
crowds as the following news reports attest.

R.L. cripples after

tense 5.C.G. game

Western Suburbs Rughy League Jack Russell, Western Suburbs Rugby League

:mt-‘l::c:,ib.t:cmlf‘snniﬁil. cnuw!gd not half-back, will receivl‘e a £5 Wayr Savmgs Cer-
% SR YCSVCTGA YN tificate for each try he scores agaoinst Eastarn

X g} + ‘ric- Y

kf%‘:-of::?. LIt Bydinty . Crie Suburbs ot the Sydney Cricket Ground today.

t Hussell walked home in his bare Tha offer has been made by Newton Abrghams, a

eelrit;‘ has a_sprained amkle, membar of Wastarn Suburbs Club,

Eriv Benneit, Western Suburbs' Russell received a £5 War
v cighin. Dulled & Jeg musce | | Savings Certificate for his try
tram at Anzag Parade, against Newtown last week.

Daily Telegraph 20 May 1945 Daily Telegraph 26 May 1945

More than £5000 was bet on the Easts-Wests
Rugby League match of the day ot Sydmey
Cricket Ground yesterday.

This orgy of betting was blomed on the attendance
of a lorge number of Turf followers when Canterbury Jack Russell] behing the West.
races were cancelled ern Syburbé puck, plived capy

tal tootball,

Blackmarket bookmakers operated openly at the ::‘::vlc;::u:‘t‘"ig;,?.’
foot of the Sheridan Stond, and wagers of £25 were

common.

mengabie
wlheg you coli-
sider the
great  “whacek"”
Easts hond of
the ball

In town n
the marning,
Jack =aild o
us, "1 am con-
vineed you are
going to see 4
zond game this
alternoon '

Western Suburbs won the | Onle Weriern Suburbs |
PRI § 5 supporter took

match, 13-9. £50 to £15 that Yanz would score two
In the Members' Stand prominent tries. He collecteq.

Qﬁ;}g men bet “pontes” for & mild in- Anot%:er Western Suburhs supporter

angm ‘;t"f’"" M{ E,f-?{' (i %?,3 e Eggcg;;m em sccrefary Lou Moses after

another of £75 w on were i Y =

Sioted: Buy the lads a drink” he said; “they
One bookmaker, who said he lost £400 earned it."

on the game, was paying out half-an-  He had a handful of £5 notes.

hour after the end of the game, H
il L e sald he had bad a good win.

Jack Russell

T ; _ Jack Russell was given £5 for clinch- He was righ!
mi'g%a?‘ﬂ.d”:ﬁ'::mﬂidfu B ot ot Ing the issue with e oal tor rainatis and he conlributed o terfific lot
the game, belore time, to it hamsell

Sunday Telegraph 27 May 1945 The Sun 21 August 1945

On the representative front, Jack was again being considered by the selectors and in June 1945 he was
selected as a reserve for the City team that was to play Country in the annual clash. Wests had four
representatives in the City squad.




Jack appeared to be ready for the 1946 season with Wests. Wests performed well in the trials and in
round one of the competition faced the 1945 premiers, Easts. It was a sound 10-33 loss with the Daily
Telegraph reporting;

“Test hopes Walsh, Bennett, and Russell lost face in Eastern Suburbs victory over Western Suburbs at
the Sydney Sports Ground yesterday. They were flat-footed, faulty in handling, slow of movement and
indecisive in technique. Bennett admitted after the game he had never played so poorly. Russell, with
his shoulder injured, was handicapped, but he lacked snap in his passes from the scrum base, and his
general play wasn't convincing. Curiously, a particularly clean game provided a crop of injuries.”

Jack Russell tore his shoulder muscle in this match. He played two more Reserve Grade games in 1946
but his time with Wests had ended for the foreseeable future. He was replaced by local junior, Neville

Full-back: K, Johnson TWH.

Three-quariers: K, Parkinson
tBak v, 0 Jorseniaoh (B8Rl T, Bourke
(Bul.,s, N, Jncobson  (Newt )

fHalves: E. Bennett (WS), U, Ken=
nedy (881, '

Forwards: J] Humpstead 1Bal), H.
Narto INewt ), captain, A Clias
{W8), P. Farrel (Newl), G. Wait
+E31 0 Spencer (Pal),

Resrryrsi—Hncks! J. Bllsa: (NS,
J Tunsell  IWEL, Totwards: J.
Walsht 1\W8S1, 1% Facer (NS,
Trnittern: R Kelly (W8), L. Har-
Ber (Newl !

Sydney Team v Country - June 1945

Hogan who gave good service to Wests over the next three seasons.

Jack returned to the lllawarra and played with the Northern Suburbs (Wollongong) team for the
remainder of 1946. He again showed form and was selected to play for the Illawarra representative
team against South Coast in a curtain raiser to the Great Britain v Southern Division match at

Wollongong.

Russell Leaves
League Club

Solid hall-back, Jack
Lussell, has severed his con-
nection with Western Sub-

urbs lugby '-

l.eague
Club.
Hussell,
first — grade
haly fast

Season, was
dropped
aller the
opeping
malelhy  this
vear.

He will

return - Lo Jack Russell
the South

Coast and play wilh one of
the teams in the Group 7

cipetilion,

The Sun 2 May 1946

CLUB NEWS.

Jack Russell (late of Waestern
Suburbs, Sydney) is qualifying for
our Northern Suburbs team (Scar-
borough-Helensburgh).

South Coast Times 3 May 1946




In 1947, Jack returned to Sydney and played with the Balmain club. He played twelve First Grade
games for Balmain that year. Balmain took out its second successive premiership in 1947.

Wests Archive has received a donation from Dr W Martin of a list of autographs from the 1947 Balmain
playing squad including the signature of Jack Russell. Dr Martin, as a young lad had written to Harold
Matthews, Secretary of the Balmain Club at the time, and received a response which has been
cherished over the years.

Master W, Martin,
39 Turner Avenug,
HABERFIELD.

A

Dear Sir, , P, L 4
With reference to your applicstion of 12th inst, I have
now pleasure in enclosing ehbggeaphs of the players.

! Thanking you for your well Wwishes,

Yours faithfully,

Wests Archive Collection

Balmain secretary, Mr. Harold
Matthews,

Russell resigned from Western Sub-
rbs early last season soon after he|
:md been dropped from the first-grade]
eam.
'Hct then transferred to the South
Russell recently refused an invita-

tion to ﬂay for the newly formed
Parramat Club.

TACK | Tinel. Who Noyed  fives
vighth for Wollongong, lwt!l by 13al-
muin's hnll-back.

Daily Telegraph 5 March 1947 Daily Mirror 12 April 1947

Jack took up his first coaching appointment at Moree in the north west of NSW in 1948. He captain
coached the Moree representative team in the Spicer Cup competition.

Mr. Jack Russell, who has been ap-

LEAGUE COACH pointed coach to the Moree Rugby

. Rugby League

half-back

Football League, arrived by train on

Jack Russell is to coach at
Moree. Formerly of Western
Suburbs, Russell was with
Balmain last season,

Saturday.

Myr. Russell played half-back for
Balmaip last season, and in the same
position for Western Suburba the
lsuavions season. Prior to that he rep-

The Sun 11 March 1948

North West Champion 22 March 1948

The appointment at Moree was for one season and in November 1948 it was reported that Jack would
play for the Eastern Suburbs club in 1949. However, Jack returned to Wests in 1949. It was a relatively
short reconnection with his former club with him playing three Reserve Grade and one Third Grade
games. It was the end of Jack Russell’s time at Wests.




Half-back Jack Russell has re-
turnced to Western Suburbs gfter
a scason with Balmain in 1947
and Moree last year.

SMH 14 March 1949

Jack Russell played with Wests from 1943 to 1949 with interventions due to the war as well as stints
at North Wollongong, Balmain and Moree. During his time at Wests he played twenty seven First
Grade, seven Reserve Grade, one Third Grade and three State Cup games for a total of thirty eight
games. Jack also scored eleven tries and kicked six goals in all grades for a tally of forty five points.

Surname | Forename Year 1st 2nd 3rd State Tries Goals Field Total
‘ Grade Grade Grade Cup Goals

Russell Jack 1943 1 1 3

Russell Jack 1944 10 4 12

Russell Jack 1944 2

Russell Jack 1944 1

Russell Jack 1945 15 5 6 27

Russell Jack 1945 2

Russell Jack 1946 1

Russell Jack 1946 2 1 3

Russell Jack 1949 3

Russell Jack 1949 1

Total 27 | 7 | 1 3 | 11 6 45

Jack Russell’s Playing record at Wests

Jack returned to the lllawarra in 1950 and took up a captain-coach position at Milton-Ulladulla on the
NSW South Coast. After a successful season he moved on to Corrimal where he again captain-coached
the First Grade team. From 1952 through to 1955 he played with the Northern Suburbs (Wollongong)
team and coached the Reserve Grade, under 18’s and junior teams. An account of his time in rugby
league during the 1950’s was reported in “League News” in September 1956. An extract has been
reproduced below.

rlovtharn suburas™dymamic
"ﬂa-mai;;spd«c-\ russell I1s a
g:uuon TOr WOrk.

rue:;os Jack's wea ek..k.,,r..

Traims with Norths ' oh
Wednesdays and ~idays,
coaches tns reserves on
Thursday, -¢oactie6 the
Under 138 team on Satur-
days and turns oat on Sun-
day for ths maich.

Daily Mercury 5 August 1954

From “League News” 14 September 1956;

[Northern ewarra s Proud of dack Russel

The Country again claimed Russell in 1950, this time as captain-coach of Milton. He brought the side
from a low place in the competition to the semi-finals. The lllawarra fans next saw Jack in 1951, this




time as player coach of Corrimal. He led this side to the minor premiership, only to be sensationally
dropped for the grand final in which Corrimal went down to Wollongong.

Next year Jack returned to his old club, Northern Suburbs. He was playing coach of the Reserve Grade
side which lost to Dapto in the grand final. During the same year, he was elevated to the First Thirteen
for the grand final and played a big part in the team’s 18-5 win over Port Kembla.

The following season Jack was the regular half in the First Grade side which was defeated 10-7 by Port
Kembla in the final. It was during this year that Jack began to take an interest in the Club’s junior sides.
He coached the under 18 side and got results. The team made the semi-finals in 1953.

In 1954 Jack was again the half for the First grade side, which was not as successful as in previous
years. However, the under 18 side brought another premiership home to the Northern Club. Six of this
team are at present playing for Northern Suburbs First Grade side.

Last year (1955) was to be his last in top grade football. After playing the first three games he sustained
a bad knock and gave the senior game away. Towards the end of the season he came out again for
North’s Reserve Grade side against Port in the semi-final. He was the lone scorer for his side and so
finished his playing career with a try. During 1955 he again coached the under 18’s and under 16’s and
even found time to take the under 12 and 14 sides.

This year (1956), Jack has devoted himself to junior football. He is the club’s junior coach and is at
present endeavouring to develop minor league in Helensburgh. He was appointed coach of the
Probables side against the Possibles under 18 grade in a match staged to enable selection of the
touring side. Jack was also successful with the lllawarra under 15 team which played Group 7 as a
curtain raiser to the Kiwi game.

He coached the under 18 side which visited Newcastle this year. His efforts have been rewarded.

John Russell, Jack’s son, advised that his father became ill in 1957. It would have come as a shock to
many in the Illawarra as Jack was a very active man and a driving force in rugby league, utilising his
experience in fostering the game particularly for the juniors who would aspire to the senior ranks and
beyond. Jack lived most of his life in the town of Helensburgh but died at the Concord Repatriation
Hospital in June 1958, at the young age of thirty eight years old.

Jack’s memorial is at the Woronora Memorial Park, Sutherland, NSW, AA Rose Garden 31 0257.
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