
Jack Rubinson 

 
….. played his junior football at Holy Cross College, Ryde, and then with Wests President's Cup team 
before playing with Sydney University in 1936 and 1937. He played thirteen First Grade games with 
the University Club over the two seasons. Sydney University exited the Sydney premiership at the end 
of the 1937 season and Jack Rubinson played in University’s very last game. 
 
Jack returned to play with his father's beloved Wests in 1938. He made his First Grade debut with 
Wests in a round two loss to Canterbury Bankstown on Anzac Day 1938. Canterbury went on to win 
the premiership that year. 
 

 
Jack Rubinson’s First Grade Debut – 25 April 1938 

 
Jack played four First Grade games for Wests in 1938. He was with Wests again in 1939 but played 
only three Reserve Grade games. In April 1939, Jack joined Ray Stehr’s Combined City team that toured 
New Zealand. On the tour of New Zealand, Jack dislocated his shoulder which disrupted his season. 
 

 
Ray Stehr’s Combined City Team to New Zealand 1939 

 

1939 was Jack Rubinson’s last season at Wests. During his two seasons with the club he played four 
First Grade and twelve Reserve Grade games.  



 
Jack Rubinson’s Playing Record at Wests 

 
Jack moved across to the North Sydney club in 1940. He played two seasons with North Sydney making 
sixteen First Grade appearances. While at Norths Jack had a short stint at the Waratah-Mayfield club 
at Newcastle, NSW. 
 

Daily News 30 May 1940 
 
In August 1940, Jack enlisted for service with the AIF and was based at North Head in Sydney. He was 
posted to the 1st Anti-Aircraft Battery. Jack was discharged in September 1944 as he was required for 
employment in an essential occupation. 
 
Whatever Jack was doing it didn’t last long as he re-enlisted in December 1944.He was posted to the 
3rd Australian Reinforcements Training Battalion. During the first half of 1945, Jack was based at 
Bonegilla near Albury on the NSW-Victoria border. Later that year he was transferred to Canungra in 
Queensland before being discharged in January 1946. 
 
During the war years, Jack was credited with pulling on a Newtown jersey in a non-competition match 
against Canterbury Bankstown in 1941. At the time he was serving in the armed forces, and during the 
war years many of rugby league’s young players were fighting overseas. Jack was instructed to have a 
run with a depleted Newtown team, which was short of men, and Jack scored the winning try for 
Newtown against Canterbury in the last minute of play, with Newtown defeating Canterbury 26-25. 
The game was for a good cause as it raised 107 pounds to be used to support Australian soldiers. 
 
In July 1941, while playing with Norths,  Jack Rubinson was reported to have had fractured ribs after 
suffering a shoulder injury earlier in the season. These injuries appeared to coincide with Jack's 
retirement from First Grade rugby league. However in 1942, due to the war, a change in rules was 
made in Rugby Union to permit professionals to play with Rugby Union Clubs for the duration. Jack 
Rubinson played with the Northern Suburbs Rugby Union Club that year. 
 

 
The Sun 30 August 1942 



The last record of Jack Rubinson playing football was when he played in a trial match with North 
Sydney in 1944. He didn’t play any competition matches with North Sydney that year and it is known 
that he was interstate in 1945. 
 
While Jack Rubinson's football career is notable, he is perhaps better known for the contribution that 
he and his family made to the local community and its support of the Western Suburbs Magpies Rugby 
League Club. 
 

An article from the “Time Gents” web site provides an account of the Rubinsons and their involvement 
with the Oriental Hotel, Concord. The Oriental Hotel was originally established in 1873, and closed its 
doors as the Pine Inn, in June 2021 after the NSW Government acquired the site for works associated 
with the proposed Sydney West rail line.  
 
The well-known and respected  Rubinson family ran the Oriental Hotel from 1900. Jack Rubinson's 
grandfather, Ludiviko Rubissir, known locally as  Ludric Rubinson and his wife Margaret, were the hosts 
until 1919, and then it was run by Jack's father, John Joseph Rubinson who was a Wests Vice President 
and Patron of the Club from  the 1930's until the mid-1950's.  
 
While at the helm of the Oriental Hotel, John Joseph and Mary Rubinson fostered and sponsored many 
local sporting organisations, and the hotel became a great supporter of the Magpies. They also 
sponsored an annual football tournament between local schools known as the Oriental Cup. 
 
Jack Rubinson took over as publican of the Oriental Hotel in 1956 upon the death of his father and ran 
the hotel until 1969, when he retired from the industry, ending almost 70 years involvement with the 
Oriental Hotel. 
 
Jack owned race horses and took up greyhound training with a kennel of seven dogs. He said that; "I 
walk them five miles in the morning and four miles in the afternoon. They help me keep fit, even if 
they aren't money spinners." He started training dogs when getting into condition after an enforced 
spell in the 1939 season.  
 

 
Jack Rubinson with Greyhounds, a popular sporting past time in Sydney's west 

 
After the war Jack Rubinson lived at Narrabeen on Sydney's northern beaches. He returned to Concord 
after the death of his father to run the Oriental Hotel, but returned to the northern beaches where he 
spent the later part of his life. He died at Collaroy, NSW in December 1994, and is buried at the Mona 
vale Cemetery, Mona Vale, NSW, Plot COE-M-044. 
 


