Nelson Williams

..... first came to prominence when he played for the Ashfield Juniors Rugby League Club in 1912. He
was eighteen years old and the team was playing in the Western Suburbs Junior Rugby League, C
Grade competition. Ashfield had a very good season. Apart from Nelson Williams, the team also
included future Wests player William Weigand.

P—
In the Woestern Suburbe Junior Lesgue O Grude com-
tition, Ashfield Juniors defeated Newtows Federal 'y
1 to nil Tennert (2), Willinms, Wells, and We 1
poored triew. snd Hurton kicked three gosls, n
makot Ashiteld's record for the sesson 110 polats to il
in Ove matohos

The Sun 16 June 1912

Ashtieid Juniaors v. Stunmine l"&lflll?‘“l;:t CLOT BRIV VTSUY
H A Y Foenies's teamt: Fuallihack, Niris . thrregam
Lere., Wetgand, Lucar, Fraser, =y hier huh-lq.. 1iu::l1---x_r!.
and Williamas: foarwanls Darton, Freshwater, 1'vtill, Mn
woerl, Welle, Claghe, rpsvrovs. Harnes 'f"" Martin

The Sun 28 June 1912

In the Western Subarhe JURIOF LeAgue COmpet tion,
(rade, Aehfirld Juniom defrated Stanmore Wentwortha by
% points to nmil, For the witners trnies wers pecured
kv Shesther, Pettit, and Dunleavy, while goals were
kicked by Frsser (2) and Williumse Up to date Ash-
feld Juniors have scored 125 pointa to nfl (n sdx matches

The Sun 30 June 1912

In the team list published in the Sun newspaper on 5 July 1912, Nelson Williams was referred to as
“Buns” Williams. This is consistent with a news report in 1918 when he was referred to as “Bungey”
Williams (of Western Suburbs).

Ashfleld Junlora v. Barwood Shamrogks, at Roseilale,
g pm—-Formee's team: Full-back, O, Nicholla: -~ three
~unarters, M. Sheather, W, Fracer, W, Lacas, W. Weigan!;
halves, “‘Buee’’ Willisme B, Dunleavy; forwarda, W,
Olarke, I1. Hinwood, A. Wella, L. Pettit, J. Wall, W,
Burton. Rewrrven: Freshwater, Barnes, Martin,

The Sun 5 July 1912

Further, a team list which appeared in the Sun newspaper on 11 August 1912, referred to Nelson
Williams as “Nelse” Williams.

-

Grade competition, Ashfield defeated Enfield
Federal by 11 points to nll. E. Dunleavy, A,
Wells, dnd G. Tennant scored tries, and Nelse
Willlams kicked a goal.

In the Western SUDUrbs Junior League C

The Sun 11 August 1912




In the Weatérn Buburby Junlor Leagus
competition, ¢ Grade, Asnufield Juniors do-
fentad Newlown [Federals Ly 153 polnts to G
For the winpera B, Tunleavy, W. Friner,
N. Willama, and W, Wiegand mcored triom;
willy' Froser (2) and Dunleuvy kioked goals,

Sun 18 August 1912

Ashfield Juniors met Burwood Shamrocks in the final of the Western Suburbs C Grade competition.
What is of interest is that Nelson Williams was recorded in his regular half back position and referred
to as “Williams.”

However there was also another N. Williams recorded in this team, playing in the second row. It is
quite likely that this player was Nelson’s older brother, Norman Williams. It was the only time during
the 1912 season that there were two Williams playing in the team. Norman Williams was two years
older than Nelson and at twenty years of age may have been too old to have played in this team.

\ebbeld Juniors v, Burwnod Soarnirock (final Western
Sunarbs Junjor League O Grade, Uratten Park, 2 p.m.).

Vicmer's team: Full-back, €, Nicholls; threc-quarters,
Fo bupieavy, W, Weigand, W. Fruser, A Feltham; five-
eigith, . Tennant; half, Williams; forwards, W. Clarke,
N Williames, A, Wells, W. Lucas, .. Wall, L. Pettit;
reseives, backs F. Sheather, Il. Barnes, forwards A. Hin-
woodld. L\, l"-!t-nhwnt(’r.

The Sun 30 August 1912

The other player of interest in this team is the lock forward, W. Clark(e). In December 1912, it appeared
that the Ashfield players were celebrating their successful season at a football “smoke” concert held
at the Ashfield Town Hall.

The Evening News newspaper reported that the beer had been flowing so freely early in the evening
that the Police were called to clear the premises. However Nelson Williams, Norman Williams and the
player Clark were not ready to go home and called into Charlie Tye’s Ashfield Hotel looking for a drink.

The young men were clearly under the influence and Charlie Tye refused them entry to the hotel.
However the Williams brothers and Clark remained outside, were singing and creating noise. When
they tried to enter the hotel premises again, and were refused, it was alleged that Nelson Williams
used ”“bad language” and Charlie Tye tried to physically remove the men.

The confrontation escalated into blows being delivered. Charlie Tye was assaulted and Charlie’s
stepson and another patron entered the fray before calm was restored. Claim and counter claim were
made about the incident.

The matter ended up in the Local Court where the Williams brothers and Clark were fined for their
part in the fracas. Interestingly, Nelson Williams was fined two pounds for his part in the assault but
fined three pounds for the use of “bad language.”




POLIGE GALLED IN.

ROWDY SMOKE CONCERT.
FIGHT IN HOTEL AFTERWARDS.

At the Anhfielq Tolics Court, Charlen Tye, U*
aenives of the Ashfield Hotel, procerded agalnst
Wiliiam Clirk, Neleon Wilams, sud Normas
Willinws, for assauliiug  bim ot Navember 9,
and alsl aguinat Nelsen Willlama, for baving
used 140 ont language tn e harel.  Nelmn
Williatas slso procevded agalust Willlam Greep.
Nt for apsault

Loldin e fur the prosacution showed that on
tho night o guestion, u football smoks -oncert
wor el ut the Avbific]d Town Hall ar which It
* b alleged \He Yieer Bosed a0 Iresly 1hst Mt
an rarly stage af the proveediogs the polflée had
Lt hw sent for to  olear the hall. Suboe-
quetily, Clark and the Lrothers Willams went
to (hie hotel and anked for drinks, but as they
werh then uodre the influesre toey wera rolusad,
They ten weut out (oty the yard, where they
waf tery natay. and alterwards cauwip Lack Into
the hote] paranige, singing. Tye met thewm, apd
told them Be Al pot waot thelr oolee there.
nnd ordered them ot of the hotel, when Nelsas

Willtams made noe of tad langusge, He or-
e sed Bim o nut of the botel, aud as he refuscd
th g0 Tye toak hium by the shoulder sad tried
to pur Eine ont of the slde door. Clark and
the athre Willlame then  roeked Tye  Clark
| mtrye him nd the eye. cultity 1t a0d koocrklng
Pl Ju=n. mnd whlle be » 5« lunz tUa Lhree of
thiem kidked bim about the jeet

Gruychiz who I Tye's alejenn, and a man
Batoy ! Lvantis then rame tit 1o asddntabcy. and
the 'Li¢a wmete put out Thes Luwnever, at-
Vit N to vorin baek, and Lath ureanham and
Ex3.us o strick In Fadeavariog 1o Keap them
oul

Fer the dcteore, 1t war stared thi! when the

defrodutitye attempted nme tackh wte the
hoto b ulter hevjug Bess tn b sard Tye caught
Neloon Wililame by the thenar ant pushed him
ont it the ireet fir thun madw n hit at
Willtamy hat overbalanced and fe)l Greenham
then rustied olit and atrueh Weohar over the
eve with » tray he wax earryin Jhrr genied
that Tyo wan knoeKed down or kiihe ! or that
aly Dyugege hod voen uara by Neles WOl
amn

oarke » an fined L5 with 255 sale In Jefanlt
e unnthe, Nelagn Willtspe L2 and 2T
cotte An Acbault noe month fer the nespult, and
L) wih 0 comtn for uving 1% lnugnage, and
Nt Willtams £3 with L2 58 cunts, In de-
faclt twn min=the ‘The raee peninet (ireernham
var d4iemigenil

i

Evening News 7 December 1912

Tye’s Hotel Ashfield

Source: Clouds of Dust, Buckets of Blood




No record has been found of Nelson Williams playing for Ashfield teams in 1913 or 1914. However this
is probably due to the lack of reporting generally of junior rugby league games at the time. The only
news report that has been found was when Nelson Williams was selected in the Wests First Grade
team for the round ten match against Souths.

Ray Steward, the Wests half back from earlier in the season, was out of the team with an injured knee.
His replacement J. Nicholson played in the half back position for the remainder of the season except
the round ten match when he was unavailable and replaced by Nelson Williams.

The Evening News noted Nelson Williams selection. The copy is of poor quality but it records that, “a
new scrum-half is to be tried by Wests tomorrow. His name is Williams, and he is from the Ashfield
Juniors.”

g
I Wests will be without their popular skipper,
Teé Courtney (o-morrow. He In oursing an
{ajured rid.

A new sceam-hall is to de tried by Weats
a-morrow. Mis name \s Wilams, and b @
Tton 1pe A=bcto L) gntora 1 in da e
Goent he will raab e goot Steaay | et A
b with o het ke

Evening News 24 July 1914

WESTERN
SUBURBS 1914 Round 10 Saturday 25th July RAS Showground
South Sydney 20 def. Western Suburbs 3
Howard HALLETT Fullback Harry CLARK
George REYNOLDS Wing Charlie COLLIER
Hash THOMPSON Centre Cecil FOORD
Harold HORDER Centre Henry NAYLOR
Arthur McCABE Wing Henry McILLMURRAY
Ray NORMAN Five-eighth George GAGAN
Arthur BUTLER (c) Half N WILLIAMS
William SPPENCE Lock Clarrie TYE
Jim DAVIS Second Row Martin ANDERSEN
Eddie HILLIARD Second Row Westley EASTERBROOK
Roy ALMOND Front Row Fred LANE
Harry BUTLER Hooker William JOASS (c)
Owen McCARTHY Front Row Arthur GILLETT
Reserve Hector LEE

Nelson Williams First Grade Debut Round Ten 25 July 1914

This is the only game that Nelson Williams was recorded playing for Wests. In fact, no other record
has been found of him playing any further rugby league.

It is known that at some point Nelson relocated to the NSW city of Newcastle as he enlisted for service
in the Great War at Newcastle in August 1916. He was initially posted to B Company, Newcastle depot
Battalion at Broadmeadow (Newcastle).

In October 1916 he embarked with the 15 Pioneers Battalion for overseas duty, arriving at Plymouth
England early in 1917. The trip across was not without incident as he “broke” ship at one of the ports
on the journey, being absent without leave. He was awarded 24 hours detention and loss of 3 days’
pay for his effort.




Nelson was only in England a few weeks when he was once again absent without leave. He was given
28 days in custody and loss of 38 days’ pay.

Nelson remained in England for the remainder of 1917 without incident and then in February 1918 he
was sent to France with the 1°t Pioneers Battalion. He appeared to have been constructively occupied
by playing football during 1917 and at the start of 1918. A news item appeared in the Sydney
Sportsman in February 1918 which was written by a correspondent from England.

The news item described the sporting activities that were being conducted and played by Australian
servicemen in England at that time. A number of prominent Australian rugby league players were
mentioned including “Bungey” Williams (of Western Suburbs).

FOOTBALL FRIENDS ABROAD.

Writing the "Sportsman™ from No. &
Camp, Somewhers (n England, that good
old sport, D, Rogs, says: —

Herewith snclomad plonse find list of
football Axtures of A LF. Forcea in the
above group for 1217 and 1018 The
three codes are well representsd Dhere,
sach Hattallion putting In a team.

Some of the gamen ATa very well con-
teated, ospecially the Rughy: and these
matoches are cagerly looked forward to
by all the NSW. boyr. The Ploneser
T B. and Ovarseas T R, are at present on
top, and aa theses two teams meot on
Sxturday next, mors than the ordinary
Interest 18 beink taken, A repronsnta-
tive taam In being plocked to play in
Walen and Londan, and the lads are all
out to get this trip. Some af the players
ara well known to Sydney foolhall peo-
pla, Including Blusy Watkins (Eastern
Buburbe), Jim Pye (of Annandale), Shirt
Maroney (of Glehe), Fusedals (of South

Bydney, Unlon). Nodinson (B, Suburba),
and Bungry Willlama (of Wastern Sub-
urbs), and other Junior and country
players,

G. Holan, & hoy from Newocastls (Nor-
thern 8uburbds), Is & promiaing lad, and
eanily one of the beat playing the game
over this aide. Nicholson (. Suburbs,
Ind Grade) |a showing good form. Wen-
nand, the N.Z. rep, ls alno playing well;
20 YOU CAN sts We have some good mat-
ches over here. The first day when the
run ia shining we are having our photons
taken, and I will forward ons on to

you.

You will gee by the fixture card en-
closed, Australlan Y.M.C A, Football
League, that sach grads, League, Soc-
ver, and Rugby, play an average of four
games sach month. In the melection of
feam colors you will note we ure loyal
to good old Australia and our old cluba.

All the boys mend grestings to the
sports of their Homeland. I can assure
vou that we wolf the "Sporteman™ when
it comes our way, from the firat W
the laat line

Sydney Sportsman 23 February 1918

Nelson Williams was in France for only a matter of weeks when he was wounded by a gas shell. As a
result he was transferred back to England and admitted to the 1% Eastern General Hospital at
Cambridge.

After he recuperated Nelson was transferred to the Longbridge Deverill training camp in preparation
for a return to France. In September 1918 he was absent without leave on two occasions. He lost 3
days’ pay but rather than giving him further detention, the military authorities sent him back to
France. He arrived in France on 16 September and survived the remainder of the war without incident.

The repatriation of servicemen was a long process and it wasn’t until June 1919 that he embarked for
Australia. He arrived in Sydney and was discharged from service in September 1919.

Nelson Williams lived the remainder of his life in the inner suburbs of Sydney and died at Leichhardt,
NSW in January 1940 at 46 years of age. His memorial is at the Field of Mars Cemetery, Ryde, NSW —
Portion Anglican, Section D 1358.




