
Nelson Williams 

 
….. first came to prominence when he played for the Ashfield Juniors Rugby League Club in 1912. He 
was eighteen years old and the team was playing in the Western Suburbs Junior Rugby League, C 
Grade competition. Ashfield had a very good season. Apart from Nelson Williams, the team also 
included future Wests player William Weigand.  

 

 
The Sun 16 June 1912 

 

 
The Sun 28 June 1912 

 

 
The Sun 30 June 1912 

 

In the team list published in the Sun newspaper on 5 July 1912, Nelson Williams was referred to as 
“Buns” Williams. This is consistent with a news report in 1918 when he was referred to as “Bungey” 
Williams (of Western Suburbs). 
 

 
The Sun 5 July 1912 

 

Further, a team list which appeared in the Sun newspaper on 11 August 1912, referred to Nelson 
Williams as “Nelse” Williams. 
 

 
The Sun 11 August 1912 

 



 

 
Sun 18 August 1912 

 

Ashfield Juniors met Burwood Shamrocks in the final of the Western Suburbs C Grade competition. 
What is of interest is that Nelson Williams was recorded in his regular half back position and referred 
to as “Williams.”  
 
However there was also another N. Williams recorded in this team, playing in the second row. It is 
quite likely that this player was Nelson’s older brother, Norman Williams. It was the only time during 
the 1912 season that there were two Williams playing in the team. Norman Williams was two years 
older than Nelson and at twenty years of age may have been too old to have played in this team. 
 

 
The Sun 30 August 1912 

 
The other player of interest in this team is the lock forward, W. Clark(e). In December 1912, it appeared 
that the Ashfield players were celebrating their successful season at a football “smoke” concert held 
at the Ashfield Town Hall. 
 
The Evening News newspaper reported that the beer had been flowing so freely early in the evening 
that the Police were called to clear the premises. However Nelson Williams, Norman Williams and the 
player Clark were not ready to go home and called into Charlie Tye’s Ashfield Hotel looking for a drink. 
 
The young men were clearly under the influence and Charlie Tye refused them entry to the hotel. 
However the Williams brothers and Clark remained outside, were singing and creating noise. When 
they tried to enter the hotel premises again, and were refused, it was alleged that Nelson Williams 
used ”bad language” and Charlie Tye tried to physically remove the men. 
 
The confrontation escalated into blows being delivered. Charlie Tye was assaulted and Charlie’s 
stepson and another patron entered the fray before calm was restored. Claim and counter claim were 
made about the incident. 
 
The matter ended up in the Local Court where the Williams brothers and Clark were fined for their 
part in the fracas. Interestingly, Nelson Williams was fined two pounds for his part in the assault but 
fined three pounds for the use of “bad language.” 
 

 



 
Evening News 7 December 1912 

 

 
Tye’s Hotel Ashfield  

Source: Clouds of Dust, Buckets of Blood 



No record has been found of Nelson Williams playing for Ashfield teams in 1913 or 1914. However this 
is probably due to the lack of reporting generally of junior rugby league games at the time. The only 
news report that has been found was when Nelson Williams was selected in the Wests First Grade 
team for the round ten match against Souths. 
 
Ray Steward, the Wests half back from earlier in the season, was out of the team with an injured knee. 
His replacement J. Nicholson played in the half back position for the remainder of the season except 
the round ten match when he was unavailable and replaced by Nelson Williams. 
 
The Evening News noted Nelson Williams selection. The copy is of poor quality but it records that, “a 
new scrum-half is to be tried by Wests tomorrow. His name is Williams, and he is from the Ashfield 
Juniors.” 
 

 
Evening News 24 July 1914 

 

 
Nelson Williams First Grade Debut Round Ten 25 July 1914 

 
This is the only game that Nelson Williams was recorded playing for Wests. In fact, no other record 
has been found of him playing any further rugby league. 
 
It is known that at some point Nelson relocated to the NSW city of Newcastle as he enlisted for service 
in the Great War at Newcastle in August 1916. He was initially posted to B Company, Newcastle depot 
Battalion at Broadmeadow (Newcastle). 
 
In October 1916 he embarked with the 1st Pioneers Battalion for overseas duty, arriving at Plymouth 
England early in 1917. The trip across was not without incident as he “broke” ship at one of the ports 
on the journey, being absent without leave. He was awarded 24 hours detention and loss of 3 days’ 
pay for his effort. 



Nelson was only in England a few weeks when he was once again absent without leave. He was given 
28 days in custody and loss of 38 days’ pay. 
 
Nelson remained in England for the remainder of 1917 without incident and then in February 1918 he 
was sent to France with the 1st Pioneers Battalion. He appeared to have been constructively occupied 
by playing football during 1917 and at the start of 1918. A news item appeared in the Sydney 
Sportsman in February 1918 which was written by a correspondent from England. 
 
The news item described the sporting activities that were being conducted and played by Australian 
servicemen in England at that time. A number of prominent Australian rugby league players were 
mentioned including “Bungey” Williams (of Western Suburbs). 
 

 
Sydney Sportsman 23 February 1918 

 
Nelson Williams was in France for only a matter of weeks when he was wounded by a gas shell. As a 
result he was transferred back to England and admitted to the 1st Eastern General Hospital at 
Cambridge. 
 
After he recuperated Nelson was transferred to the Longbridge Deverill training camp in preparation 
for a return to France. In September 1918 he was absent without leave on two occasions. He lost 3 
days’ pay but rather than giving him further detention, the military authorities sent him back to 
France. He arrived in France on 16 September and survived the remainder of the war without incident. 
 
The repatriation of servicemen was a long process and it wasn’t until June 1919 that he embarked for 
Australia. He arrived in Sydney and was discharged from service in September 1919. 
 
Nelson Williams lived the remainder of his life in the inner suburbs of Sydney and died at Leichhardt, 
NSW in January 1940 at 46 years of age. His memorial is at the Field of Mars Cemetery, Ryde, NSW – 
Portion Anglican, Section D 1358. 
 


