Reg Baldock

..... was a good junior footballer playing in the halves with J. James (Wests #68) at Ashfield Buccaneers
and in a Wests Junior Rugby Union B Grade team in 1906.

In a match between Ashfield Buccaneers and Granville Royals in September 1907 it was reported that;
"Baldock (Ashfield) was at first not quite so brilliant as he generally is, and it was not until defeat was
staring his side in the face in the last few minutes of the game that he came out of his shell."

Wests were struggling for players at the end of the 1910 season and a number of local players were
called into the ranks to ensure that Wests could fulfill its commitments. Reg Baldock was one of these
players.

Reg Baldock played three First Grade games for Wests in 1910. In his last match in 1910, the Arrow
newspaper reported; "Baldock shaped pretty well behind Western Suburbs scrum. He also kicked two
penalty goals, one being a fine effort from half way, the ball dropping on to the cross bar and then
over."

WESTERN WESTERN
ORI 1910 Round 12 Saturday 27th August Wentworth Park SUBURBS

Annandale 25 def. Western Suburbs 3

Charlie HEDLEY (c) Fullback Bill MEDCALF

George WILCOX Wing James OGILVIE

A BRYANT Centre Frank FEENEY

Roy NORMAN Centre George PATERSON

Bernard NORMAN Wing Claude McFAYDEN

Rex NORMAN Five-eighth Reginald BALDOCK

Ray NORMAN Half Horace ALDERSON

J McPHERSON Lock Tom DOWSELL

Thomas BROWNLEE Second Row Ernest HEALEY

S LYONS Second Row Ted MEAD (c)

Robert GRAY Front Row D McDONALD

Walter HADDOCK Hooker Sam PERRY

D STUART Front Row Wal BARCLAY

Reg Baldock’s First grade Debut with Wests — Round 12, 27 August 1910

Reg did remain at Wests and played Reserve Grade in 1911 and 1912. Unfortunately, the recording of
Reserve Grade games was irregular in the early years so it is unknown how many games Reg played
with the Club overall.

IBaIduck Reginald 1910 3 2 i

Reg Baldock’s First Grade Playing Record at Wests

It appears that sometime in 1912, Reg returned to his home town of Marulan in the southern
highlands of NSW. Apart from rugby union and rugby league, Reg had an enduring interest in Cricket.
He was a member of Dr Ackland O’Haras Country team that played in Sydney in November 1912. He
was listed as being from Marulan and designated as the team scorer.




Dr Ackland O’Haras Country Team in Sydney
Back: W Mihell (Umpire), R Baldock (Scorer, Marulan), R McKillop (Narromine), A C Lawrie (Allynbrook),
B Bowd (Hawkesbury), H Walmsley (Kialoa), R Wallace (Umpire),
Sitting: W L Trenerry (Maitland), Roy W Milliard (C) (Singleton), J Still O’Hara (Manager), J Honeysett (Mudgee),
A G Eckford (Millie),
Front: L Sieler (Marulan), W Bramble (Newcastle), M Biel (Nowra), W Brooker (Rouchel), H Bowd (Hawkesbury)
Source: Referee 20 November 1912

Reg Baldock was a Baker when he joined the 4th Field Bakery, AIF, in June 1916. His mother was listed
as next of kin and she was still living at Liverpool Rd, Ashfield in the heart of Wests territory.

Reg arrived in France in December 1916 and was based at Rouen where the Field Butcheries were also
located. Food was then packed and transported by train to the Divisions at the front line.

While Reg Baldock was not at the front line, he and his colleagues provided a necessary support service
to those engaged at the front. The conditions in France were quite harsh particularly in the winter and
like many others Reg was subjected to influenza and trench foot.

After the war Reg Baldock moved back to Marulan, became a shopkeeper, and had the local hall. He
engaged in cricket and rifle shooting until his later years. However rugby league must have been in his
veins as in 1934 he was recorded as hosting a meeting of the Marulan rugby league team in his hall
and in 1935 he made an application to the Goulburn Rugby League to register to play at the age of
fifty.

Reg once again enlisted in August 1941 for service in the Second World War. He was posted to the
Australian Army Services Corps and served at camps at Cowra and Bonegilla in NSW. He remained in

the Army until January 1941 when he was medically discharged.

Reg Baldock lived the rest of his life at Marulan, NSW and died there in May 1964.




