Darcy Russell

..... played President’s Cup with Easts in 1947 at the age of eighteen. He was recognised for his
exceptional rugby league skills by taking out the Eastern Suburbs President’s Cup best and fairest
award for 1947.

Darcy Russell Eastern Suburbs President’s Cup Fullback 1947

D. Russell, full back of exceptional
skill, won best and fairest award this
year, R. Johnston and H. Taylor

Border Morning Mail 2 October 1947

Darcy was graded with Easts Third Grade team in 1948 but by July he was selected in the Eastern
Suburbs First Grade team. He played the last six games of the 1948 season in First Grade and kicked
fifteen goals.

RLN 17 July 1948 Darcy Russell’s First Grade debut 17 July 1948

Darcy came to prominence in the 1949 season. Ray Stehr was the coach of Eastern Suburbs that year
but Easts ended up with the wooden spoon. Darcy played more First Grade games that year than any
other player and kicked fifty goals, being almost half the points scored by Easts in 1949.

Easts fared a little better in 1950 under new coach Ernie Norman and Darcy played every game in First
Grade. He was once again the top point scorer for Easts with one try and fifty four goals for a tally of
one hundred and eleven points.




During the 1950-51 off season, Darcy turned to surfing with the Garie Beach Surf Club. As a new comer
to the sport he did particularly well taking out the surf belt championship in February 1951.

R.L. STAR IN
SURFING WIN

Eastern Suburbs  Rugby
League team fullback, Darcy
Russell, yesterday won Garie
Beach Surf Club's surf belt
champi lg. .
Russell, who Joined Garie)
ciub only this year, won the
three heats contested.

Club secretary, Lionel Ford,
said today Russell is favorite
to win the club’s surf cham-
pionship late this month if he
competes.

Ford sald Russell, who will
then be in training for the
football season, may not com-
Egﬁsln the surf champfonship

Daily Mirror 5 February 1951

Darcy had a final season with Easts in 1951. At the start of the season Easts had a major shake-up of
its playing personnel with a number of changes being made to the First Grade line up. Darcy Russell

was one of the players affected with preference being given to Alan Cook in the fullback position. Cook
was also appointed as captain of the team.

Ron Rowles of Manly (with ball) about to be tackled by Darcy Russell of Easts (right) 25 August 1951

Darcy played most of the season in Reserve Grade until Allan Cook injured a shoulder and Darcy was
then reinstated to First Grade. He played five First Grade games towards the end of the season and

was still the third highest point scorer in First Grade with two tries and seventeen goals for a tally of
forty points.




During his four seasons at Easts, Darcy played forty six First Grade games. He scored three tries and
kicked one hundred and thirty six goals for a total of two hundred and eighty one points. He was Easts
top point scorer in 1948, 1949 and 1950. It was likely that had circumstances been different he would
have also been the top scorer in 1951.

Darcy had a lot more to give in rugby league but it would not be at Easts, In December 1951 it was
announced that he would be taking up a player/coach position with the Waratah-Mayfield Club in
Newcastle.

Darcy Russell I 55 .0m 0 S
Waratah > R°I" evri?l come to Newcastle  six

P layer'COach weeks before the competition

p ll:le :u r;commnded by N.
” “Latchem” obinson, a
By “Galago. State selector and coach, and
Darcy Russell, Eastern Sub- Herb Narvo.
urbs first grade centre and  Waratah Club officials, who
goalkicker, yesterday si 2 worked last season to build
contract as &layet—coac with up a solid, young team, ex-
Waratah - ayfield Rugby pects Russell to mould the side
League Club. into one of the best in the dis-
Russell, who is 23 and trict.

Newcastle Morning Herald 7 December 1951

While he appeared to have fallen out of favour with Easts in 1951, there was no shortage of
experienced rugby league men who recognised Darcy’s talents. He came to the Waratah-Mayfield
Club on the recommendation of State Selector and Coach, Norm “Latchem” Robinson and Newcastle
rugby league legend, Herb Narvo. Darcy spent two seasons with Waratah-Mayfield leading the team
to the 1952 Newcastle premiership.

Waratah- Mayfield RLFC (Newcastle) First Grade 1952
Back: Artists Hall, Bill Wylie, Warren Foley, Ted Mackie, Henry Holloway, Jack Eveleigh, Billy Shanks, Jack Gordon
Front: Barry Dunstan, Fred Smith, Darcy Russell (Captain/Coach), Mick Enderby, Bill Bunt
Ball Boys: Unknown




Waratah- Mayfield RLFC (Newcastle) 1952
Winners John Bull, Coo-ee Joint Coal Board, Vindale and G Wright Trophies
Major and Minor Premiers — Club Champions
Back: D Davey, W Foley, A Hall, W Bunt, B Dunstan
Middle: H Holloway, W Wylie, J Eveleigh, W Shanks, E Mackie
Front: R Mahon, F Smith (VC), ] Gordon, M Enderby
Inset: D Russell (Captain/Coach)

While at Newcastle, Darcy was recognised by the Representative Selectors, and in 1952 he was chosen
in a Newcastle team that played against New Zealand and was also selected to represent Coalfields in
the Country Carnival competition.

He was then selected in 1953 to represent Newcastle in the Country Carnival competition as well as a
match against the touring USA team. His performance was rewarded by selection in the Country Firsts
team that played USA and then in a match against City Firsts.

The match against City Firsts in 1953 saw Country take a narrow 28-27 win. Both teams contained a
number of international players with Darcy opposing Test fullback, Clive Churchill.

[

Country full-back Darcy Russell is
a seasoned first grade player in Syd-
ney and knows the Cricket Ground
quite well although he is making his
debut in a representative game.

Russell left Easts several seasons
ago to join Waratah-Mayfield and
last year led the side to the premier-
ship. He has averaged 100 points a
year for the past three seasons and
will be the No. 1 Country kicker
today. : 5

RLN May 16, 1953




Country Firsts defeated City Firsts 28-27 — May 1953
Back: W Stansbury (Manager), R Duncan, D Russell, R Battye, A Mannix (Trainer),
Middle: A Folwell (Coach), H Wells, A Paul, B Orrock, D Schofield, C Gill, R Stehr (Coach)

Front: V Roach (Manager), J Lumsden, B Carlson, R Bart

lett (C), E Hammerton, N Hill, R Norman (Coach)

SYDNEY C(RICKET GROUND

(Blue and Goll)

Full-bnek:

1—C. CHURCHILL (QC) 8,

2—N. PIDDING st.G)
3—K. MIDDLETON x50
4—GC. MARTIN xv.5)
5—I1. MOIR s.5.)

Five-cighth:

6—C. GEELAN

(Newt.)

Half-back:

7—K. HOLMAN (w.s)

Forwards:

8—P.
9—K.
10—A.
11—R.
12—K.
13—K.

DIVERSI (N80
MACREADIE .50
COLLINSON (w.s)
BULL v.-w.)
KEARNEY su.G.)
HANSEN ws)

Thee-quarters:

(w'goni) R. BARTLETT (C) —4

(Boorows) E. HAMMERTON—12

May 16th, 1953 —— 3.00 p.m.

(Marcon and Gold)

(Newe.) D. RUSSELL—1

(Newe.) B, CARLSON—2
(Wgons)  H. WELLS—3

(C'baratran) ). LUMSDEN—5

(xurri) R. DUNCAN—I16
(Mait) N. HILL—7

(Gund.y R. BATTYE—S8

(Cess.) D, SCHOFIELD—9
(Nowe.) A. PAUL—10
Newe) C. GILL—11

B. ORROCK—13

(Boorown)

Sydney First v Country Firsts 16 May 1953

Neweastle men scorcd 22 points in
Country's brilliant 28-27 win over Meiro-
politan in the ameal Rugby League
matehh nt Syduney Cricket Ground on
Saturday.

It wis country’s fiftlh win in 27
muateles and its fivst since 1942,

Darey Russell  (Waratah)
kicked cight gonis, a record
for a Country player, and D,
Schoficld (Cessnock) and Brian
Carlson (Northern Suburbs)
tich scored spectacular (ries.

Newcastle Morning Herald 18 May 1953




In 1954, Darcy moved down to Wollongong and took up a generous contract with the West
Wollongong Club. He was the captain/coach of the Wollongong side which had a number of imports
and was making a serious attempt at premiership honours.

RUSSELL FOR
WOLLONGONG

Country . Rugby League
full-ba.c!’yDarcy Russell E‘;,
signed a three-years con-
tract to play in Wollon-
gong. : '

Russell began his football
with - Eastern Suburbs.

He was coach of tke
Waratah Club, Newcastle,
last year and represented
Combined Country.

Daily Telegraph 2 December 1953

Russell, who received an
offer from Wollongoeng to play
on the South Coast next sea-
son, was expected to sign the
contract at the week<end. He
is believed to have been of-
fered £400 a year for a four-
year contract, which is above
anything Waratah is prepared
to offer.

Russell, who has led Wara-
tah for two seasons, was mar-
ried in Sydncg on Saturday to
Miss Judith Phelan. He has

| Ce LB

Newcastle Morning Heraldd 2 November 1953

Darcy had a successful first season with West Wollongong, contributing significantly on the scoreboard
once again. However West Wollongong would fall short of taking out its inaugural premiership and
would have to wait until 1957, the year after Darcy returned to Sydney.

RUSSELL'S 100 POINTS
FOR SEASON 1IN
WESTS’ 27-NIL WIN

Five goals for Western Suburbs
\ Riugby League team yesterday gave cap-
tain Darcy Russell 100 points for the
season. Western Suburbs scored a sur-
prising 27 - nil win over Northern Sub-
urbs at Figiree.

Illawarra Mercury 16 August 1954

During the off season Darcy took to the ocean at Wollongong and participated in Surf Club events with
the Wollongong Surf Club.

WOLLONGONG

Rugby league footballer. Darcy
Kussell had his first swim in
I'awarra at Wollongones Surf]
Club’s noint score events yes-
terdayx.

In the senior surf team race
Russzell was second going round
the tins, but was carrvied south-
wards on the home journey and
inished sixth.

South Coast Times 15 November 1954

In the 1950’s, the NSW Police Force went on a recruitment drive and rugby league players were
targetted as ideal recruits. It was stable work and players were able to balance there time with training

and keeping fit. It appears that Darcy and his team mate Johnny Lumsden were caught up in the
moment, at least for a short while.




Two new recruits mow doing their
preliminory training ore Country stars
Darcy Russell ond Johnny Lumsden.

Both hove joined the force from
Wollongong ond their duties is not
expected to affect their residence in
thot district where they ore clubmates
with Wollongong Western Suburbs.

RLN March 1955

The Wollongong rugby league competition was particularly strong in the 1950’s with many players
being selected for higher honours. In the fullback position Darcy was competing against a young Keith
Barnes who was making a name for himself in the local competition. However Darcy was selected on

a number of occasions between 1954 and 1956 to represent the Southern Division team as well as
Country Firsts and Seconds.

He was appointed as captain of these teams on several occasions and was supportive of his team

mates. On one occasion he gave the kicking duties to Johnny Graves instead of himself as he wanted
Graves to have the best opportunity for State selection.

During this period Darcy played with Southern Division against Great Britain (1954), New Zealand
(1956), and New Zealand Maori (1956).

SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND

May 15, 1954, — 1.10 p.m.
{Green: xnd White) (ied and White)

1—D. RUSSELL (Capt. Wsees (W) K. BARNES—1

2R, KITE 66 TR @I (Wrems) |, LUMSDEN—2

3R, POOLE 0vuwem) (Maris) |, HOBBS—3

4_W. GARVIN (Bumsns  N5) (C,) K. MIDDLETON—4

5—B. CARLSON (Wieus) (x'wwn) R, PRESTON—S

6—N. McKAY ieem) " (55) ) DOUGHERTY—6
Hal H

7—D. CAMERON (Yewss) ¥uwn) R WHITTON—7
Forwasds:

8—H. CROCKER (Pmsits) (Masls) G, HUNTER—$

9B, HASLAM () ®2) ] GIBSON—9

10—H. &%%%Wﬁ\'b;)“‘wm ™&) D. EVENDON—10

1H—F e wsore) M, PATCH—11

12— K. KEARNEY (56 %) E, HAMMERTON—12

13__c. GlLL (B nanttal (&5.) D. DONOGHUE_IB
' Regerves:

14—R. DUNCAN (aain) Wea) K, MOSSMAN—14

15—]. BRADLEY (<5 o) L HENMAN—15

Darcy Russell, captain of the Possibles team opposed to Keith Barnes of the Probables team — 15 May 1954

In 1957 Darcy Russell moved back to Sydney and joined Wests. He was at the peak of his form and was
immediately selected in Wests First Grade team for the round one game agains Souths at Pratten Park.
Wests demolished Souths on that occasion with Darcy Russell kicking eleven goals.




WESTERN WESTERN
SUBURBS 1957 Round 1 Saturday 6th April Pratten Park SUBURBS
Western Suburbs 49 def. South Sydney 9
Darey RUSSELL Fullback Clive CHURCHILL
Darcy HENRY Wing lan MOIR
Harry WELLS (c) Centre Bob HOMEYSETT
Peter HARGREAVES Centre Martin GALLAGHER
Ernie HILLS Wing Dale PUREN
lan JOHNSTON Five-eighth Bruce RAINIER
Pat DALEY Half Col DONOHOE
Kel O'SHEA Lock Les COWIE
Bill CARSON Second Row Bernie PURCELL
Doug HAMBILTON Second Row Jack RAYNER (c)
Mark PATCH Front Row Jimmy RICHARDS
lim FLEMING Hooker Ernie HAMMERTON
Nev CHARLTON Front Row Denis DONOGHUE
Tries Darcy HENRY (2) lan MOIR
Harry WELLS (2)
Nev CHARLTON
Pat DALEY
Ernie HILLS
lan JOHNSTON
Kel O"SHEA
Goals Darey RUSSELL (11) Bernie PURCELL (2)
Clive CHURCHILL (1)

Darcy Russell’s First Grade debut for Wests — Pratten Park 6 April 1957

Darcy played all nineteen competition games in 1957 as well as a Country Carnival match against
Northern Division. Wests made the semi finals for the second year in succession and Darcy was Wests
highest point scorer with three tries and eighty goals for a tally of one hundred and sixty nine points.
He scored one try and kicked eight goals in the Country Carnival match.

In 1958 Wests made it all the way to the Grand Final against St George. Darcy played all twenty
premiership games including the finals series as well as a Country Carnival match against Coalfields.
He was given the honour of captaining Wests against the the Coalfields team which Wests won 42-8.
Darcy scored two tries and kicked six goals against his former team..

From round eleven to the end of the premiership rounds, Darcy captained the Wests First Grade team
on their way to the finals. Harry Wells took on the captain’s role for the finals series.

In a boilover, Wests came out and well and truly defeated St George in the Major Semi Final 34-10.
Darcy scored nineteen of Wests point with one try and eight goals.

Wests Archives web site has recorded the match report for this game and notes that;

“This was seen as a major tactical victory by Coach Vic Hey. He moved Peter Dimond to five-eighth where he
was able to outmuscle Brian Clay and the St George inside backs got sick of trying to tackle him. Full-back Darcy
Russell had a blinder, scoring a great try and kicking eight goals in a very tricky wind.”

Source: westsarchives.com.au




WESTERN WESTERN
SUBURBS 1958 Major Semi Saturday 30th August Cricket Ground SUBURBS
= <y
Western Suburbs 34 def. St George 10
Darcy RUSSELL Fullback Brian GRAHAM
Don MALONE Wing Eddie LUMSDEN
Harry WELLS (c) Centre Geoff WEEKES
Darcy HENRY Centre Jack FIFIELD
Bernie KELLY Wing Brian MESSITER
Peter DIMOND Five-eighth Peter CARROLL
Keith HOLMAN Half Bobby BUGDEN
Doug JONES Lock Brian CLAY
Kel O'SHEA Second Row Norm PROVAN
Bill CARSON Second Row Harry BATH
Mark PATCH Front Row Kevin BROWN
Bede GOFF Hooker Ken KEARNEY (c)
Nev CHARLTON Front Row Billy WILSON
Tries Peter DIMOND (2) Bobby BUGDEN
Bill CARSON Eddie LUMSDEN
Nev CHARLTON
Bernie KELLY
Darcy RUSSELL
Goals Darcy RUSSELL (8) Harry BATH (2)

1958 Major Semi Final — 30 August at the SCG

The two teams met again a fortnight later for the premiership decider. However St George changed
its tactics and inflicted a heavy injury toll on Wests taking out the decider 20-9. Darcy Russell scored
all of Wests points with a try and three goals.

WESTERN . . WESTERN
RHUIESE 1958 Grand Final Saturday 13th September Cricket Ground  JRSIESIUN
St George 20 def. Western Suburbs 9
Brian GRAHAM Fullback Darcy RUSSELL
Eddie LUMSDEN Wing Don MALONE
Geoff WEEKES Centre Harry WELLS (c)
Ray SMITH Centre Darcy HENRY
Brian MESSITER Wing Bernie KELLY
Brian CLAY Five-eighth Peter DIMOND
Bobby BUGDEN Half Keith HOLMAN
Peter PROVAN Lock Doug JONES
Norm PROVAN Second Row Bill CARSON
Monty PORTER Second Row Jack BOWMAN
Harry BATH Front Row Mark PATCH
Ken KEARNEY (c) Hooker Bede GOFF
Billy WILSON Front Row Nev CHARLTON
Tries Norm PROVAN (2) Darcy RUSSELL
Bobby BUGDEN
Eddie LUMSDEN
Goals Harry BATH (4) Darcy RUSSELL (3)

1958 Grand Final — 13 September at the SCG

Wests Archives web site has recorded the match report for this game and notes that;

“This was one of the roughest Grand Finals ever played. St George came out with a plan to bash Wests and it
succeeded. Holman and Dimond copped a number of head-high tackles and Wests ended up with a long injury




list. Bernie Kelly played on, heavily concussed, after a vicious head-high tackle, while Charlton and Carson both
hobbled with leg injuries. Charlton “corked” a thigh while Carson tore knee ligaments after 30 minutes.

Kel O’Shea had failed a morning fitness test and Buddy Bowman took his place. Even with all the injuries, Wests
were still in the match with Darcy Russell being brilliant at full-back. Then Bobby Bugden grabbed an intercept
and raced 50 yards to score. That was with only 12 minutes to go and St George leading 10-9. It completely
turned the match.”

Source: westsarchives.com.au

Western Suburbs DRLFC First Grade Runners-Up 1958
Back: Buddy Bowman, Doug Jones, Nev Charlton, Bill Carson, Mark Patch, Darcy Russell
Front: Peter Dimond, Darcy Henry, Bede Goff, Harry Wells, Bernie Kelly, Keith Holman, Don Malone

Darcy Russell in action at the SCG

Darcy Russell had another great season for Wests being the highest point scorer with four tries and
ninety six goals for a tally of two hundred and four points in all premiership and finals games.




St George and Wests were clearly the best two teams in 1959. St George were undefeated during the
competition rounds with Wests a solid second on the competition table. The finals series was a
disappointment for Wests with a loss to St George in the Major Semi Final and then a 13-14 loss to
Manly in the preliminary final to end the season.

Darcy was again Wests highest scorer in 1959 with six tries and ninety four goals for a tally of two
hundred and six points. He kicked a further four goals in cup matches that year.

Western Suburbs DRLFC First Grade 1959
Back: Peter Dimond, Harry Wells, Kel O’Shea, Nev Charlton, Mark Patch, Darcy Russell, Keith Holman, Bill Carson
Front: Buddy Bowman, Doug Jones, Bernie Kelly, Darcy Henry, Bede Goff, lan Moir

At the age of thirty one, 1960 was Darcy Russell’s last season playing rugby league. St George were once
again minor premiers and in an unusual situation, four teams finished on the same competition points in
equal second although Wests had the best for and against record. This required a series of play-offs. Wests
once again made it through to the preliminary final only to be defeated by Eastern Suburbs 20-15.

Darcy played all but two of the competition rounds in First Grade in 1960, and then played all games in
the finals series. He again topped Wests point scoring list with three tries and eighty eight goals for a tally
of one hundred and eighty five points.

Darcy Russell had a great deal of success playing for the Waratah-Mayfield club in the Newcastle rugby
league competition and then West Wollongong in the lllawarra competition. What is remarkable was his
consistent point scoring ability in the Sydney premiership over eight seasons with

both Eastern Suburbs and Wests.

In the forty six First Grade games he played with Easts he scored points in all but four games. His record
at Wests was even more impressive. He only ever played First Grade at Wests and in seventy nine games
he only failed to trouble the scorers on one occasion.

In a career of one hundred and twenty five First Grade games, Darcy contributed to the scoreboard on
one hundred and twenty occasions.




He scored one thousand and forty five points in one hundred and twenty five games for an average of
8.36 points per game. This is comparable to some of the games greats including Hazem El Masri (7.65),
Andrew Johns (8.74), Jonathon Thurston (6.92), Graeme Eadie (8.23), Eric Simms (8.94), Mick Cronin
(9.13), and Daryl Halligan (8.84). Darcy’s contribution to Wests is even more significant. In his seventy nine
First Grade games for Wests he scored seven hundred and sixty four points at an average of 9.67 points
per game. It is always difficult to compare players from different eras but is does give an indication as to
the significance of Darcy Russell’s contribution to the game of rugby league.

Surname | Forename | Team | Year 1st Grade | Tries | Goals | Field Total
Games Goals Points
Russell Darcy Easts | 1948 6 0 15 30

Russell Darcy Easts | 1950 18 1 54 111

Russell Darcy Wests | 1958 20 4 96 204
Russell ‘ 6

Russell Darcy Wests | 1960 20 3 88 185
Total 125 19 493 1 1045

Darcy Russell’s First grade Rugby League Career

From a Wests perspective, Darcy Russell and Bill Keato are the two greatest point scorers in the Club’s
history. Bill Keato scored slightly more points overall than Darcy Russell. Both kicked the same number of
goals but Darcy did this in fewer games which is reflected in the average number of goals per game which
is also in Darcy’s favour.

Most First Grade Points
* Bill Keato (1938-42, 1944, 1946-49) — 787 points
¢ Darcy Russell (1957-60) — 764 points

Most First Grade Goals in a Career
¢ Bill Keato (1938-42, 1944, 1946-49) — 375 goals in 119 games
¢ Darcy Russell (1957-60) — 375 goals in 79 games

Best First Grade Goal Scoring Average (50 games Min)
¢ Darcy Russell (1957-60) — 4.52 goals per game
¢ Bill Keato (1938-42,44,46-50) — 3.15 goals per game

Best All Grades Goal Scoring Average (50 games Min)
¢ Darcy Russell (1957-60) — 4.50 goals per game
¢ Bill Keato (1938-42,44,46-50) — 2.90 goals per game




Darcy Russell returned to the Wollongong area after he retired from rugby league and has been living
in the district for more than sixty years. He maintains his interest in rugby league and in particular his

former Clubs.

The Mayfield-Waratahs Old Boys acknowledged Darcy in 2020 and Darcy sent his best wishes while
wearing his “Old Boys” shirt and cap. It was almost seventy years since Darcy lead the team to a

Newcastle premiership.

Darcy Russell 2020

Darcy Russell has attended Pratten Park Magpies reunions over the years and it is hoped that he will
join his Magpie comrades again in 2024.

Darcy Russell and Col Ratcliff at a Pratten Park Magpies Reunion




