
Bert Hearne 
 
….. played for Wests in 1912. He played lock forward when he made his appearance in First Grade. 
There is no record of a player by the name of Hearn/Hearne in Wests lower grades during this period. 
From 1911, Wests had three Grade teams and theoretically had plenty of players to draw from, 
therefore the player Hearne appears to have been drawn from outside this established group.  
 
To bring someone into the First Grade squad that was not already playing Second or Third Grade with 
the Club would have been a big call and would only be likely to occur if there was a gap in the make-
up of the team, or alternatively the player coming into the side had some form and standing as a player 
outside the Club. In the latter case, it could possibly be a prominent rugby union player, as it was not 
unheard of that rugby union players played the odd game of rugby league under an assumed name. 
 
A closer look at the 1912 season and Round 9 in particular raises some interesting points. Round 9 was 
preceded by a one week break in the competition. In Round 8 Arthur Gillett, an experienced 
representative player, played in the lock forward position. Arthur may have gone home to Harden-
Murrumburrah during the break in competition and didn't make it back to Sydney for Round 9. Arthur 
was back in the team in Round 10. However Arthur Gillett was not the regular lock forward. Tedda 
Courtney, the most experienced player in the Club, played mostly in the lock forward position during 
1912, with the odd games played in that position by Ranji Joass, Tom Alpen and Frank Holt.  
 
These were all experienced players with probably the exception of Frank Holt, who was in his debut 
year, but he would go on and make a substantial contribution to the Wests Club. Tedda Courtney 
played six games at lock forward that year and was Captain on nine occasions. Clearly, lock forward 
was a key position in the team and only filled by the best players. 
 
Also in Round 9, it was most likely that Bev Webster was expected to play, but for whatever reason he 
didn't make it and never played First Grade again. Bev was a front or second row forward and it was 
the front row position that Tedda Courtney filled in Round 9. Had Bev Webster played in Round 9, it 
is likely that Tedda Courtney would have reverted to the lock forward position.  
 
Wests were soundly beaten in Round 9 by Eastern Suburbs and reports on the match indicated that 
Tedda Courtney removed himself from the pack during the game. This appeared to further disrupt the 
forward combination and Wests proved to be no match for Easts on the day. 
 

 
Bert Hearne’s only First Grade game with Wests – Round 9, 1912 



As there is very little known about player Hearne who was listed in the Wests First Grade team in 
Round 9 of 1912, it would be easy to paint him out of the playing history of the Club. However player 
Hearne does appear in the post-match West's team lists in a number of publications, so on face value 
it is apparent that a player of this name did take to the field. The fact that he was simply listed as 
"Hearn" would suggest that he was a late inclusion. 
 
Having regard to these circumstances, a further search indicated that there was a player by the name 
of Albert "Bert" Hearne playing First Grade rugby union with the Wests Club between 1910 and 1913. 
This player appeared intermittently in team lists and given that he was playing rugby union in both 
1912 and 1913, it might suggest that it was not the same player that played rugby league for Wests.  
 
However,  there may be an explanation in that player Hearne did not play rugby union immediately 
before or after the appearance with Wests in Round 9 of 1912, and the fact that he was simply listed 
as "Hearn" in the Wests team list might suggest that there was some degree of evasiveness about his 
true identity which would allow him to continue playing rugby union. 
 

 
Western Suburbs Rugby Union Team 1913 

 
Albert Hearne was from the Homebush area in the Western Suburbs district. He appeared to have 
played junior rugby union along with his brother(s). There was an E. Hearne, who was a back and a B. 
Hearne who was a forward who played for St Anne's Homebush in 1905 and 1906. The St Anne's team 
included Claude McFayden b. 1887; Richard Casey b. 1886; and Albert Abbott b. 1885. 
 
The Hearne brothers then joined up with Stanmore Kiora Rugby Union Club in August 1906. There is 
a likely explanation for this which can be traced to the movements of their father, William. William 
Hearne married Emma (Wildman) Nichols at Ashfield, NSW in 1890. They had a son Albert Lane 
Hearne, b. 1889 and d. 1924. Emma Nichols had a son from a previous marriage to John Robert 
Wildman. That son was named Ernest Vane Wildman, but went under the name of Ernest Vane 
Hearne, b. 1880 and d. 1939. 
 



William Hearne lived in Elsie St Burwood NSW in the 1880's and then Bishop St Burwood  up until at 
least 1905. By 1907 William Hearne had moved to Railway Ave Stanmore. It appears that the Hearne 
boys football career followed closely with the change of address of the family. 
 
A report in the Cumberland Argus in June 1905 noted; "Four Homebush players were reported for 
playing in unregistered colors. Three players reported for bad language were fined 2s 6d each. For two 
distinct charges, another player was fined 5s. The Union intended to put down bad language and are 
enforcing penalties. Wildman was granted a permit to play second grade." 
 
St Anne's was playing in the "B" competition or what was described as the "second grade." The player 
in question before the Western Suburbs Junior Rugby Union Committee appears to be Ernest Vane 
Hearne but because he was before an official committee, it is most likely that he used his registered 
birth name of Ernest Vane Wildman.  
 
In 1905, Ernest Hearne was twenty five years old and would have been too old to play in a "B" Grade 
competition, therefore a special permit would have been required, which was subsequently approved 
by the Wests Junior Rugby Union Committee. 
 
The other Hearne player in the St Anne's team appears to have been Albert Lane Hearne, who was 
known as "Bert" Hearne and recorded as B. Hearne in team lists. Bert Hearne was the most prominent 
player with the Hearne surname that played through this era, and he played up until 1922.  
When Bert Hearne was recorded playing with St Anne's in 1905, he would have been around 16 or 17 
years of age. This was relatively young to be playing in a "B" Grade team but if he had the talent, which 
he apparently did, then this would be plausible. In fact Ward Prentice joined St Anne's in 1899 at the 
age of 13 and played with the Club until 1902 , when he was graded with Wests rugby union the 
following year.  
 
The Hearne brothers were not reported playing rugby union during the next few years; however it is 
possible that one of them played Australian Rules for the Sydney Club in 1907 and there is also a report 
of an A. Hearne playing rugby union for the Carlton Club in the St George District in 1909. There is 
insufficient information to confirm whether this was either Ernest or Bert Hearne or someone else. 
 
In 1910, Bert Hearne reconnected with some of his old St Anne's team mates at Wests Rugby Union 
Club and played First Grade that season. There is no record of him playing in 1911, but he married 
Dorothea Wills that year and the couple soon after moved to the outer Sydney district of Minto near 
Campbelltown NSW. The property "Crescent" at Minto was owned by Dorothea's parents. 
 
Bert Hearne was recorded playing First Grade again with Wests Rugby Union Club in 1912 and 1913 
and he was recorded under the names of A. Hearne and B. Hearne. He is recorded as living at 
"Crescent" Minto in 1913 which was in the southern area of the Western Suburbs catchment, but it is 
also likely that he spent some time at his brother Ernest's residence, at Dover St Summer Hill. 
 
The inclusion of Bert Hearne, in Round 9 of the 1912 season, might have been advantageous to the 
Wests Rugby League Team as he was known to and played with other Wests team members, and he 
had experienced First Grade rugby union with the Wests Rugby Union Club.  
 
Perhaps Bert Hearne wanted a new opportunity playing rugby league and used the occasion effectively 
as a trial. He would have been banned from playing any further rugby union if in fact he did play rugby 
league with Wests. To overcome any eligibility issues, it may have been a deliberate ploy to be vague 
about his true identity. If this was the case then the vague description of his identity was successful as 
he went on to play with Wests Rugby Union Club until 1913.  



Bert Hearne settled in the district of Minto and became active in the local progress association and 
the school of arts. It is quite likely that he was engaged in local sporting activities when he first arrived 
at Minto, however reporting on local sports activities was very limited during the period of the Great 
War and the first record of him was playing cricket with the Glenfield Cricket Club in 1919.  
 
By 1920 the local rugby league competition was quite prominent and Bert Hearne was one of the 
better players being recorded for his playing endeavours with the Campbelltown Kangaroos in 1920 
and 1922. It is likely that Bert Hearne was playing continuously throughout the period however a 
review of local newspapers of the time indicates that his absence from the sports pages was more 
likely related to inconsistent and absent reports on sporting events generally. 
 
Bert Hearne was 33 years old when he was last reported playing rugby league and it wasn't long after 
that he was afflicted by an illness that took his life at the young age of 35 years. Bert Hearne died at 
his home at Minto, NSW in March 1924. His obituary read;  
 
"After a long and painful illness, Mr Albert Lane Hearne died at his residence 'Crescent,' Minto, on 
Saturday afternoon last, at the age of 35 years. The late Mr. Hearne was familiarly known as Bert, and 
for many years has been a most popular resident of Minto. Before his recent long illness, the deceased 
young man was a distinguished athlete, and three or four years ago was one of Campbelltown's best 
footballers. He was a married man and leaves a wife and three little girls."  
 
Bert Hearne is buried in the Church of England portion of Rookwood cemetery. 


