
Gilbert Scott 
 
….. played for Wests in 1910 at a time when they were struggling to put a team on the field. As such 
there has been some confusion regarding the playing record of some players. The Wests First Grade 
team lists printed in the Sunday Times newspaper on 21 August 1910 and the Referee newspaper on 
24 August 1910 shows Scott at half and also in the forwards. There are eight forwards listed so there 
is some confusion as to where Scott was playing.  
 
The Sunday Sun on 21 August 1910 only lists thirteen players and the player Scott was listed as a 
forward. The Sunday Sun is the publication that appears correct as Gilbert Scott When playing rugby 
union was in the forwards.  
 
Given the confused team list it cannot be concluded either way as to whether the player Scott made 
it onto the field against Eastern Suburbs. As such, there needs to be a qualification against his playing 
profile. 
 
However, the main question to address is how does all of this link together? There is a vital piece of 
information that was reported in the Sydney Morning Herald on 31 May 1915. The article refers to 
Private Gilbert Scott who was wounded at Gallipoli. The article states that he was; "a prominent 
member of the Western Suburbs First Grade Rugby League team."  
 
From available records it is known that player Scott had likely played only one First Grade game with 
Wests. That hardly makes him a prominent member of the First Grade team. However there is a record 
of H. Scott playing regular First Grade football with the Wests Rugby Union Club in 1907 and 1908.  
 
This would qualify him as being a prominent member of that Club's First Grade team. It is reasonable 
to assume that because he last played at the highest level with Wests Rugby League team that the 
writer of the news article melded his whole playing career together for the sake of providing a simple 
message rather than a curriculum vitae. 
 
The name Scott is not that common and there is certainly no other players of that name that played 
premier level football in the Western Suburbs district at that time. It is not known why he would have 
used the name H. Scott  when playing rugby union but it was not uncommon for players to use a nick 
name or had their names mis-reported.  
 
It is known that his birth registration recorded him as Gilbert H Scott, the “H” possibly a reference to 
his father’s middle name of Hubbard. However Gilbert throughout his adult life referred to himself as 
Gilbert Basil Scott.  
 
Unfortunately when this player was included in the Wests rugby league team lists in 1910 and 1911, 
the only name that appeared was his surname. The information that is available, including the player's 
residential address and him being of the right age creates a strong case for Gilbert Basil Scott being 
West's First Grade player #77. 
 
Gilbert Scott was from a sporting family. His maternal grandfather was George Henry Bayley Gilbert, 
who was a first class cricketer in England before he emigrated to Australia in 1852. George Gilbert 
captained the New South Wales cricket team to victory against Victoria in their inaugural first class 
match and for several seasons afterwards. Later in life he became the groundsman for the cricket 
ground in the Sydney Suburb of Burwood.  
 
 



 
 
George Gilbert's younger brother, Walter Raleigh Gilbert, was a professional cricket player in England. 
Both men were first cousins on their maternal side to the cricketing immortal W. G. Grace 
 
Gilbert Scott enlisted with the AIF in November 1914 and was posted to the 2nd Reinforcements, 13th 
Battalion. He embarked with his Battalion from Sydney in February 1915 and arrived at Heliopolis 
Cairo where they encamped at the aerodrome. The strength of the Battalion was just over one 
thousand officers and other ranks. 
 
The 13th Battalion trained in the Egyptian Desert during March and early April 1915 and then set out 
from Alexandria on HMAT Ascot on 12 April 1915, arriving at Lemnos, Greece on 17 April where the 
Battalion undertook boat drills and practice in scaling ladders. 
 
On 24 April the 13th Battalion sailed, arriving off Anzac Cove at 4.30 am on 25 April. Several Companies 
of the Battalion came ashore, under fire, before sun rise on 26 April and took up positions at the head 
of Monash Valley, Pope's Hill, and Quinn's Hill.  
 
On the evening of 2 May until the evening of 3 May, the 13th Battalion was part of an offensive that 
involved New Zealand and British troops. The original objective was to capture the plateau above 
Anzac Cove but this was soon abandoned and the focus became the capture of high ground known as 
Baby 700.  
 
The attack commenced in the evening with artillery fire and then machine gun fire at Turkish positions. 
The 13th were at the centre of the offensive but due to the nature of the terrain could only advance 
in single file. The nature of the country caused a disjointed attack, with some units not reaching their 
objective and one company missing a turn off point and never seen again. 
 
The disorganisation  was so acute that the Royal Naval Nelson Battalion who were sent to support the 
13th Battalion mistook the Australians for Turks and opened fire on them. The other Battalions failed 
to reinforce the position held by the 13th leaving them alone, exposed and without communications 
in front of the line. Eventually a runner  made it back and the Battalion was ordered to withdraw under 
darkness, bringing their wounded down with them.  
 
One of the wounded was Gilbert Scott who received a gunshot wound to the left arm and was 
evacuated out. The wound was serious and the arm had to be amputated. The Battle for Baby 700 
cost around one thousand lives and it was estimated that two hundred of these were men of the 13th 
Battalion. 
 
Gilbert Scott sent a letter giving an account of his time at Gallipoli to his sister Mrs A H McCallum as 
he was recovering in Egypt. His sister was Grace Gilbert who had married Alexander McCallum, a South 
Sydney player who played the one First Grade game for Wests in 1909. The letter was published in the 
Sun newspaper on 27 June 1915 and is reproduced below. 
 
 



 
 



 
 
Gilbert Scott returned to Australia in August 1915 and received a war pension to help him manage 
with the disability he received at Gallipoli. He was treated as a war hero and was invited to various 
meetings where he spoke about his time overseas. 
 
 

 
SMH 31 May 1915 

 



 
The Sun 12 September 1915 

 
Gilbert Scott lived most of his life in the southern Sydney suburb of Caringbah, NSW and he died there 
in 1947. Gilbert Scott’s memorial is at the Woronora Memorial Park, Sutherland, NSW, Congregational, 
Section 1, Grave 173. 
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