Ken Lock

..... was born in the northern NSW town of Tamworth in 1911 and lived there until at least 1920 when
his father was accidentally shot and killed with a pea rifle. As a result of John Lock’s death his war

pension was lost and his widow and eight children were left in dire circumstances. The Tamworth
community rallied to help the family.
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The widow and family of eight child-I
ren of the late Corporal John Lock are
in need of financial assistance. It will
be remembered that the deceased soldier
who had three years' service with the
A.LF. in France, had a block of land on
the Bective Soldiers’ Settlement, and rec-
ently met his death under tragic circum-
stances as the result of a pea-rifle acci-
dent.
I

Daily Observer 23 April 1920 Daily Observer 6 May 1920

The family subsequently relocated to Sydney and settled in the Western Sydney suburb of Fairfield
where Ken Lock played junior rugby league.

An article in the Biz newspaper on 22 April 1932 referred to Ken Lock(e) as a six foot (tall) Scotchman.
However a thorough search indicates that Ken's family were early settlers in Australia, so the reference
to his origin in the "Biz" must have been a creative turn of phrase.

in Guildford’s backs, but met a solid
wall in Fairfield’s forwards, led by
the six foot Scotchman, Ken Locke.

The Biz 22 April 1932

Ken received his break after playing in a Southern Districts Inter District match in 1936. The Rugby
League News noted that Ken was "endowed by nature regarding height, weight and physique." Ken
played eight Reserve Grade games in 1936.

"Keith (Ken) Lock, whose playing ability was recently discovered whilst he was taking part in the
preliminary match of the Inter-District Competition, has made a very successful debut in grade ranks,
and should further advance in the game as his knowledge of its finer points are added to. Being richly

endowed by nature regarding height and weight and physique he has no need to worry on that score."
Rugby League News 1 August 1936.




Ken made his First Grade debut with Wests in 1937 playing seven First Grade and one Reserve Grade
games in the competition rounds. The one Reserve Grade game was due to him being dropped for
missing training and was noted in the Daily Telegraph at the time.

K. Lock has been dropped from tha
Western Suburbs Rughby League team to
meet South Sydney today at Pratten
Park as a disciglinary measure for non-
attendance at training, R. Waldon will
take his place.

Daily Telegraph 24 July 1937

The second half of the 1937 season was comprised of a City Cup competition, and Ken played six games
in First Grade with a further three games in Reserve Grade.

By 1938 Ken Lock had established himself at Wests, playing ten games in First Grade and two in
Reserve Grade. He was once again a key member of the team in 1939, playing all fourteen competition
games in First Grade.

Ken Lock started the 1940 season in fine form, playing First Grade in the first six rounds of the
competition and a further Reserve Grade game before playing no further part with Wests that season.
It appears that he wasn't injured as the following week he turned out for the Fairfield Club and
completed the season in the Southern Districts A Grade competition.

It is unknown what the reason was for his shortened appearance in 1940, but Ken was back in action
for Wests in 1941. Ted Mewton was injured in a trial match and retired, so Ken was called on to fill
the role of hooker which he did in fine style. Ken played all of the fourteen competition games in First
Grade as well as two State Championship games.

At the end of the 1941 season, Ken retired from playing at all levels of rugby league. He had taken on
the position of Trainer at the Fairfield Club that season and maintained an active interest in the Club's
fortunes. In 1943, Ken returned to the field in a patriotic match to raise funds for the War effort. Two
matches were organised between Fairfield Past and Fairfield Present players. Fred Baber and "Mick"
Martin joined Ken in the Past Players team.

Apart from rugby league, Ken Lock was a keen local cricketer and was a competent batsman and
bowler. In 1944 Ken took up boxing with the Fairfield Citizens Boy's Club. In the only recording of his
boxing career, Ken participated in a heavyweight event at Lidcombe. His opponent was a fit nineteen
year old and proved superior to Ken who lost by knockout in the first round. His experience battling in
the front row of the Sydney Rugby League Grade competition did not give Ken the skill needed in the
ring!
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The Biz 24 February 1944




In Ken's six seasons with Wests he played fifty one First Grade, twelve Reserve Grade and nine City
Cup matches. He did so while still maintaining a strong playing interest with his junior club, Fairfield.
Ken lived most of his life in the western suburbs of Sydney and died at Ermington, NSW in March 1974.

Three generations in the one photo.

Grandson and son looking at Ken Lock Snr in the Reserve premiership
winning team of 1936




