
Jim Rutherford 
 
…..  came to the notice of the St George rugby league club and in early 1928 he was granted a clearance 
to play in Sydney. 
 

 
Tweed Daily 13 October 1925 

 

 
Tweed Daily 3 October 1926 

 

 
                         Northern Star (Lismore) 11 February 1928                                           Evening News 11 April 1928 

 

 
Tweed Daily 20 April 1928 

 
Jim did trial with St George in 1928 and was selected in the Reserve Grade team to play against 
Newtown in St George’s first game of the season. There is no record of Jim playing in that first match 
or in any other games that season. He appeared to have disappeared for a number of seasons as no 
record has been found of him playing any further rugby league until 1933.  



 
 

 
Jim Rutherford selected for St George Reserve Grade round two 1928. There is no record of him playing in this match. 

Rugby League News 25 April 1928 
 

Jim married at Burwood in August 1928 and it is known that he lived in the St George district from the 
late 1920’s until the late 1930’s. Jim was a Fireman and his work schedule created conflict with his 
rugby league career. It is not known whether he played rugby league between 1928 and 1933. If he 
did it was most likely in the Business House competition or with the Fire Brigade. 
 
It is evident that he did not play for St George during this period as when he played in the trials of 
1933 he was referred to as a “new player” late of the Far North Coast rather than a St George lower 
Grade player. 
 

 
St George Call 31 March 1933 

 

1933 was a break out year for Jim Rutherford in Sydney premiership rugby league. However it was not 
without its difficulties with reports at the start of the season and again during the final series that Jim 
maybe unavailable due to his work commitments with the Fire Brigade. The St George club appeared 
to be successful at least in part in having Jim released for most games throughout the season. 

 

 
                                              Truth 5 April 1933                                                                 Truth 9 April 1933 

 
Jim played First Grade in round one of the competition and then a further seven competition games. 
Despite some doubt about his availability for the finals, Jim played in both finals matches for St George. 
 



 
Jim Rutherford’s first game in First Grade 25 April 1933 

 

It remained uncertain as to whether Jim Rutherford would play in the semi-final against Easts on 2nd 
September, but fortunately for St George he was able to take to the field and was able to score the 
winning try for the Dragons after the final bell had sounded. St George defeated Eastern Suburbs by 
13-10 to go on and meet Newtown in the Final. 
 

  
                  Sydney Sportsman 2 September 1933                                                     RLN 9 September 1933 
 

 
Referee 2 September 1933 

 

After the match it was revealed that Jim Rutherford only knew that he had been granted leave from 
the Fire Brigade forty five minutes before the game commenced.  

 

 
Daily Telegraph 4 September 1933 

 



St George met the minor premiers and favored Newtown team in the final but were no match going 
down 5-18 to hand Newtown their first premiership since 1910. 
 

 
1933 Final – Newtown v St George - RLN 9 September 1933 

 

The 1933 season ended with St George undertaking a playing tour of New Zealand. Harry Kadwell the 
regular captain of St George could not make the tour and Jim Rutherford ably filled the breach. After 
returning from the New Zealand tour, St George participated in the first rugby league night 
competition and performed admirably taking out the inaugural title. Jim Rutherford was one of St 
George’s prominent players. 
 
Jim Rutherford played with St George from 1933 until 1937. By 1936 he had left the Fire Brigade and 
commenced a new career as a Traveller. He had a successful final year with St George with the First 
Grade team being equal runners-up in the regular competition and making the semi-finals of the City 
Cup. During his five seasons with the Club he played forty seven First Grade games and scored twenty 
First Grade tries for a tally of sixty points.  
 
Jim trialled with St George at the start 1938 season but before the start of the competition he took up 
a player/coach position with the Glen Innes club in northern NSW. This move by Jim did not go down 
well with St George as they lost a number of players to country areas at the start of the 1938 season.  
 
St George refused to give Jim a clearance until he paid the Club one pound and ten shillings which St 
George claimed was the cost of providing pre-season training. The NSW Rugby League dismissed the 
claim by St George clearing the way for Jim Rutherford to play for Glen Innes. 
 

 
Glen Innes Examiner 5 May 1938 

 



Jim Rutherford captain/coached the Glen Innes representative team in 1938. He also coached the 
town juniors that season. He was regularly reported as having a strong influence on the success of the 
Glen Innes team, and lead Glen Innes to win the Robinson Shield by season’s end. Jim was also selected 
to represent Group 4 against the touring New Zealand team. 

 
In 1939, Jim moved on to play with and coach the Young Rugby League team that played in the Group 
9 competition. In Jim’s first Maher Cup match against Temora, he scored a try in a 3-3 drawn result 
enabling Young to retain the Cup. Jim was sent off during this match and received a caution from the 
judiciary. 
 
It was a successful year for both Jim Rutherford and the Young rugby league team. Young held the 
Maher cup for most of the season with only one defeat being recorded. Jim was a consistent point 
scorer for the Young team, sitting just behind Len Cooper from West Wyalong on the point scoring 
table.  
 
But more importantly Young had great success on the field ensuring good attendances and gate 
receipts for the season which was very much the life blood of sustaining country football teams. At 
the end of the season five hundred and forty five pounds, a significant amount for the time, was 
distributed between a number of community organisations and the players who competed in Maher 
Cup and competition matches. 
 

 
                         West Wyalong Advocate 15 August 1939                              Cootamundra Herald 12 October 1939 

 
Jim did not remain at Young in 1940. He was an applicant for the position of player/coach but was not 
reappointed. West Wyalong was wanting to engage Jim for the coming season but he subsequently 
took up an offer as player/coach of the Dubbo representative rugby league team in 1940. His contract 
with the Dubbo rugby league was for a term of five months and he was remunerated in the amount 
of 120 pounds 17 shillings and eight pence. 
 

 
Dubbo Liberal 14 May 1940 

 



The Dubbo team made a slow start to the season but gradually improved under Jim Rutherford’s 
leadership. They won the Jack Hore Gold Cup during the season and finished as holders of the Johnnie 
Walker Cup, the pinnacle of the Group 11 competition. 
 
However, the highlight of the season was the match played between Dubbo and Western Suburbs 
(Sydney). Dubbo was well behind at half time but lifted in the second half to take out a 26-20 win over 
the Sydneysiders. Jim Rutherford lead from the front and played one of his best games for Dubbo. He 
no doubt made an impression on the Wests officials as he was graded by Wests in 1941 and made 
captain of Wests First Grade team. 
 

 
Dubbo Liberal 20 August 1940 

 
It was reported in February 1941 that Wests had formally approached Jim Rutherford to play for the 
Club and also sounded him out about the possibility of two other Dubbo players joining him at Wests. 
One of those players was Eric Bennett who also played with Wests in 1941 and for a number of seasons 
beyond. Eric had enlisted for service in World War 2 and was in camp at Narellan. 
 
In 1941 former Wests player Les Mead returned to the Club and during the pre-season trials there was 
speculation as to whether Les Mead or Jim Rutherford would be appointed as captain/coach of Wests 
First Grade team. The Wests officials did something quite odd in that they appointed Les Mead as a 
playing coach while Jim Rutherford was appointed as captain of the First Grade team. 
 
Wests lost three of its first four competition games and neither Les Mead nor Jim Rutherford were 
playing well. The issue came to a head after a 13-35 loss to St George in round four. The Daily 
Telegraph reported on the folly of the divided leadership in the team. 
 

 
Daily Telegraph 11 May 1941 

 



The reaction by the Selectors was to drop both Les Mead and Jim Rutherford to Reserve Grade. Both 
men then announced their retirement and never played another game for Wests, although Les Mead 
was retained as the First Grade coach for the remainder of the 1941 season. 
 
Both men probably had more to give on the playing field although Jim Rutherford was thirty three 
years old and Les Mead was approaching thirty two years of age. Jim when interviewed indicated that 
his work commitments were taking a toll on his standard of play but he also had personal issues at the 
time which may have added to his situation.  
 

 
Daily Telegraph 14 May 1941 

 
Jim Rutherford played a total of four First Grade games for Wests, all in First Grade. There is no further 
record of Jim Rutherford playing premiership rugby league after he announced his retirement. 
 
In January 1942 Jim enlisted with the AIF for service in the Second World War. He inexplicably gave 
his birth date as 7 January 1911 which made him three years younger than he actually was. This was 
subsequently corrected on his military file. Jim was posted to the 1st Training Battalion at Dubbo, NSW 
in February 1942 and remained there until August of that year before embarking for overseas duty. 
 
Jim was familiar with the town of Dubbo where he coached the local rugby league team in 1940. It 
was therefore no surprise that he appeared in an Army rugby league match at Dubbo in May 1942. 
The Training Battalion, of which Jim was a member, soundly defeated an Army Commando Unit 
 

 
Daily Liberal 5 May 1942 

 

In August 1942, Jim embarked for the Middle East and served there with the 2/13 Battalion until March 
1943. After a brief stay in Sydney, Jim was posted to New Guinea, arriving at Milne Bay in July 1943. It 
was here that he was wounded in action, receiving a gun shot would to the base of his thumb on his 
right hand. 



Jim served in New Guinea until February 1944, when he returned to Australia. He spent the remainder 
of 1944 and early 1945 training in Australia and qualified in setting and defusing mines and booby 
traps.  
 
By May 1945 he once more embarked for overseas service this time at Moratai and Borneo where he 
remained until after the Japanese surrender. Jim was discharged from the Army in January 1946. 
 
Jim Rutherford lived in Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs after the war, and died at Kingsford, NSW in October, 
1982. His memorial is at the Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park, Matraville, NSW. 
 

 
 


