Jack Schuback

..... went across to Leeton in the south west of NSW, in 1936, where he became a prominent name in
rugby league, representing Southern Division and being touted to play against the English tourists.
However he fractured his leg in a preliminary selection match which thwarted his opportunity.
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Southern Division Rugby League Team 1936
Back: Jack Hazelton (Port Kembla), Harry Bush (Shell Harbour), Ernie Rixon (Port Kembla), Albert Stokes (Leeton),
Jim Bryson (Leeton), Jack Schuback (Leeton)
Middle: Col Hargraves (Tumut), Harry Thompson (Leeton), Reg Black (Manager/Selector), Percy Williams (C) (Goulburn),
Joe Gleeson (Patron), Andy Corcoran (Narrandera), Arthur Devlin (Goulburn)
Front: Bill Sheehan (Nowra Warriors), Sylvester Keys (Canberra), Jack Livermore (Port Kembla)

Jack was selected to play for Country Firsts in 1936. The City team included seven players from the
powerful Eastern Suburbs team.

1936 CITY FIRSTS 41 -8 COUNTRY FIRSTS

[Balmain] Charlie RICHARDS 1FB 1 L JOHNSTONE
[Westemn Suburbs] Alan RIDLEY 2W 2 Os HERDEN
[Eastern Suburbs] Ross McKINNON 3 C 3 ) ROSER
[Eastern Suburbs] Dave BROWM () 4 C 4 Ron BAILEY
[Eastern Suburbs] Jack BEATON 5W 5 AIf FAIRHALL
[Eastern Suburbs] Ernie NORMAN 6 FE6 S KEYES
[Eastern Suburbs] Viv THICKMESSE  7HE7 Percy WILLIAMS
[Newtown] Ray JOHNSTON 8 L 8 Wally PRIGG (c)
[Eastern Suburbs] Joe PEARCE  92R9 Herb NARVO
[Souths] Eric LEWIS 10 2R 10W McLEISH
[Eastern Suburbs] Ray STEHR 11 FR 11 Jack SCHUBACK
[St George] Percy FAIRALL 12HK 12 Rees DUNCAN SR
[Souths] Frank CURRAN 13 FR 13 Jack GIBBS




Country Firsts 1936
Back: W Fairhall, R Roser, ] Schuback, W McLeish, L Johnston, S J Keys
Sitting: P Williams, R Duncan, W Prigg (C), H C L Ferris (Manager), J Gibbs, R Bailey, H Narvo,
Front: O Herden

It was while playing at Leeton that he became mates with Herbert "Tiny" Haar who also joined Wests
in 1937. Herbert Haar went on and played in the Southern Division team against the visiting English
team. The pair shared accommodation at Leeton and then again in Sydney when they both came and
played with Wests in 1937.

The Newcastle Sun newspaper reported on 23 April 1937 that; "Western Suburbs front row forwards
Haar and Schuback are great mates. It is said of them as they live together that it is a case of first up
best dressed. When they were at Leeton they were room-mates and upon Schuback's departure for
Bega, it was found that he had taken some of Haar's apparel, but had left some of his own behind, so
that the arrangement was perfectly satisfactory. They are again room-mates in the Western Suburbs
district so that a similar state of affairs has been renewed."

Jack Schuback did not initially intend to play for Wests in 1937. The Daily Telegraph on 26 March 1937
reported that; "Jack Schuback, one of the best forwards the country has produced in recent years, will
play for St George Rugby League Club this season. Schuback played for Country Seconds against
Sydney Seconds in 1935 and Country Firsts against City Firsts in 1936. He originally came from Bega
and had to travel about 900 miles to take part in trials in 1935 before his selection in the Country
Week teams for Sydney. Last year he was at Leeton, and again represented Country. St George did not
negotiate for Schuback's services. In the words of Mr Reg Fusedale, St George Club Secretary, he just
'blew in' at training at Earl Park the other night."

It was subsequently reported that; "St George seems to draw prospective star players under its wings
only to see them suddenly snared by other clubs. Country man J. Schuback, promising front rower, is
the latest to join the list."




The Daily Telegraph on 3 April 1937 noted that; "J. Schuback, formerly of St George will have a trial
with Wests." Jack Schuback did in fact trial with St George, but he was only there for a couple of weeks
before he went across to Wests, and never played a competition match for St George.

Herb Haar took a similar path to Jack Schuback in that he initially came to Sydney in 1937 to play with
Canterbury Bankstown and trained and trialled with them for a short period. As he had not gained
employment he was likely to return to Leeton. Wests made a move and secured accommodation and
employment for him. That is how Jack Schuback and Herb Haar reconnected at Wests.

It should be noted that Jack Schuback's older brother, Walter Joseph Schuback, played First Grade
with St George from 1938, and he was listed as J. Schuback, W. Schuback and W. J. Schuback at various
times, creating some confusion as to who was who. Also the Rugby League Project lists Walter
Schuback as James Schuback. It is not known where the reference to James Schuback has been
sourced.

Jack Schuback played only the one First Grade game for Wests in the shortened 1937 competition but
did play three Reserve Grade and nine City Cup games that year. He scored five tries in the City Cup
competition which set him up for 1938 when he played all of his thirteen games in First Grade.

In 1939 and 1940 Jack played for Wests in both First and Reserve Grade, but had another strong year
in 1941, once again playing all of his thirteen games in First Grade. 1942 was his last season with Wests
with him playing one First Grade and one Reserve Grade games.

Jack Schuback enlisted with the AIF for service in the Second World War. Seven of Wests First Grade
players were all called up to go into training at Greta in the NSW Hunter Valley in June 1941, however
on most occasions, players were able to have leave granted so they could play out the 1941 season.
By 1942 many of these players including Jack Schuback saw active service which brought about their
premature retirement.

Seven first grade play-

ers from Western Sub-

urbs Rugby League Club

have been called up for

military training.

The players are:—W. Keato, T.|
Slattery, J. Schuback, J. Piper,

N. Parkinson, D. Rogers, and C.
Fewtrell, i

Daily Telegraph 22 May 1941

During Jack's six seasons with Wests, he played 39 First Grade, 12 Reserve Grade and one Third Grade
games as well as nine City Cup and one State Championship matches. He scored fifteen tries in all
grades.

Jack Schuback made the suburb of Ashfield his home after the War and lived there until the 1980's
when he retired to the northern NSW town of Casino where his wife's family were from. Jack Schuback
died at Casino Hospital, Casino, NSW in October 1988. His memorial is at the Casino Lawn Cemetery,
Casino, NSW.




