
Edward Murphy 
 
….. was born in Maitland NSW and played rugby league with the South Maitland and Maitland United 
Clubs in the NSW Hunter Valley between 1928 and 1937. He was a well-regarded hooker and in his 
playing days was opposite renowned hookers such as Rees Duncan senior and Roy Kirkaldy, often 
getting the better of these players. 
 
By 1937 the unemployment situation in Newcastle and the Hunter was dire, with many men having to 
leave the District to find work. The Maitland Club, like others had set up a retention fund to try and 
keep some of its established players. Cecil Keating was one player that was likely to be offered financial 
support to remain in the town.  
 
Edward Murphy on the other hand tried his luck in Sydney, and went down early in 1937, where he 
trialled with Wests even though he had a clearance to play for Balmain. He was graded with the Wests 
Third Grade team but as the first round of the competition loomed, he was plucked out of Third Grade 
and selected for the round one match against North Sydney in First Grade. This was Edward Murphy's 
one and only competition game with Wests.  
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He returned to Maitland soon after, but due to the residential qualifications applicable at the time he 
had to wait twenty eight days to be eligible to play. It was recorded that Edward was training with the 
Maitland Reserve Grade team but when he became eligible to play he "failed to take his place." The 
Maitland Club suspended him but upon hearing his explanation, it lifted the ban. Nevertheless 
Edward's career appeared to have come to an end.  
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It was reported in the Newcastle newspapers that he had been offered employment at the Newcastle 
Steelworks and this no doubt influenced his sudden return to Maitland and his decision to stand down 
from playing. He soon after moved from Maitland to the Newcastle suburb of Broadmeadow, close to 
his work at the Steelworks.  
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It is not clear why Edward Murphy did not stay in Sydney, but the most likely reason was that it was 
work related. It is known that during the 1930's Wests lost players to country centres as there was 
very little work available in Sydney. Wests had little to offer in supporting players financially and there 
wouldn't have been anything on the table for a player selected in Third Grade.  
 
Edward Murphy enlisted with the Royal Australian Air Force, at Sydney NSW, for service in the Second 
World War. He was promoted to the rank of Leading Aircraftsman. 
 
After the War, Edward moved to Sydney suburb of Lakemba where he lived for the remainder of his 
life. He died there in March 1973 and his memorial is at the Rookwood Cemetery, Rookwood, NSW, 
Catholic Cemetery (Area 2). 
 

 
 


