
Ray Waldon 
 
….. was a talented rugby league player who, at the age of nineteen was drafted from Third Grade to 
play for Wests First Grade in 1935. In his first game at the top level he played against the experienced 
hooker Arthur Folwell of Newtown and competed well. Ray became a successful and highly regarded 
hooker. 
 
This rapid rise of Ray Waldon into the graded ranks is even more meritorious as he had only started 
playing the game a couple of years earlier and was still playing for his junior club, Homebush, at the 
start of the 1935 season. 
  

 
Daily Telegraph 22 August 1935 

  
Ray Waldon maintained his form into the 1936 season and in May was selected  in a Reserve Grade 
Possibles v Probables match.  
 

 
Reserve Grade Possibles v Probables 30 May 1936 



He played hooker for the Possibles team which had a good representation of Wests players. Ray Hines, 
Cliff Deegan, and Max Gray were also in the run on side with future Wests player Jack Rubinson and 
former Wests lower grade player, Bill Knowles making up the numbers. The Possibles team won 17-
13 and Ray Waldon scored one of the five tries for the winners. 
 
1936 was probably Ray’s best season with Wests. Apart from achieving representative honors he also 
played nine First grade games as well as four in Reserve Grade. Ray started the season behind NSW 
hooker Mick Shields but when Shields succumbed to injury in round four of the competition, Ray took 
over the First Grade hooking position and remained there for the remainder of the season.  
 
The Referee newspaper noted in July that year noted Ray’s progress. 
 

 
Referee 16 July 1936 

 

1937 would have had some disappointments for Ray. He played the eight rounds of the regular 
competition in Reserve Grade, firstly being overlooked for the top job in favor of Edward Murphy who 
came down from Newcastle and then by the tough forward from Fairfield, Ken Lock. 
 
Ray made his first appearance in First Grade in round five of the City Cup competition after Ken Lock 
was dropped for disciplinary reasons. Ray immediately had an impact as reported in the Sun 
newspaper on July 25. He played a further two First Grade matches in the City Cup competition before 
Ken Lock returned. 

 
The Sun 25 July 1937 

 
The new season didn’t start well for Wests. In 1938 Cec Fifield became the Coach and after five 
successive losses, changes were made. Cec Fifield came back to play in round four. However Ray 
Waldon was playing well and winning more than his fair share of the scrums as noted in the Truth 
newspaper on 8 May. 

 
Truth 8 May 1938 

 



The following week was a turning point for Ray’s season. Wests played North Sydney and in that 
match, Wests players Ray Waldon and Ted Mewton along with two North Sydney players were sent 
off. Ken Lock came into the team and played the remainder of the season as the First Grade hooker. 
 

 
The Sun 15 May 1938 

 
Ray played only the one First Grade game in 1939 but played a further twelve lower grade games. 
However, he did represent Wests in a forwards Scratch Race at the end of season Rugby League State 
Championship Final in September. Ray finished in third place behind J Brown of Souths and Harry 
Pierce of Easts. 

 
Daily Telegraph 25 September 1939 

 
By late 1939 the world’s attention was focussed on the war in Europe and like many young men at this 
time, Ray Waldon wanted to serve. He initially made an application to join the RAAF in January 1940 
and was eventually accepted in May of that year. He was transferred to Ascot Vale in Victoria for 
training and later served at Wagga Wagga, NSW. Ray played in the pre-season trials but did not play 
any competition games for Wests in 1940. His military record explains why he was unavailable. 
 
In February 1941 Ray was placed on the RAAF Reserve list and went to work in a wartime essential 
industry in Waterloo, NSW.  Ray had experience in the manufacture of electrical and communication 
devices. Ray played for Wests in the trial matches and also two Reserve Grade games in 1941.  
 
No record has been found of Ray Waldon playing rugby league in 1942. However in 1943 a news article 
appeared in the Daily Telegraph on 24 March, celebrating the return of the 9th Division of the AIF from 
the Middle East. It noted that many sportsmen were “quickly back with their old clubs.” A number of 
Newtown players were mentioned including “R Walder.” There may have been some confusion with 
the spelling as there was an R Wilder who played with Newtown in 1939 and 1942. This player did not 
play with Newtown after the middle of 1942. 
 
The R Walder referred to, no doubt was R Waldon. The news article conveyed the impression that R 
Waldon  had returned with the 9th Division on or about 23 March.  
 



 
Daily Telegraph 24 March 1943 

   
However R Waldon (Walden) could not have returned with the 9th Division as he had played in trial 
matches with Newtown in the weeks before. The confusion with the spelling of his name may have 
been deliberate as service men were not subject to the residential qualification rules and Ray Waldon 
was living at Summer Hill in Wests territory in 1943, which would have disqualified him playing for 
Newtown. While Ray was in the RAAF Reserve, he was not actively serving. 
 

 
                                         SMH 12 March 1943                                                             Daily Telegraph 19 March 1943 

 
The confusion with the spelling of his name continued with him appearing as A Walden in a team list 
on 31 March and C Waldon and R Waldon on separate occasions. However he was reported as R 
Waldon on most other occasions. 
 

 
                                         SMH 31 March 1943                                                             St George Call 28 May 1943 

 
Ray Waldon played with Newtown again in 1944 but the reporting of his name continued to be 
variable. He was referred to on a number of occasions as A Waldron, W Waldron, and R Waldron. 
During his time at Newtown Ray Waldon played as the Reserve Grade hooker, although he was 
selected as a reserve for First Grade on one occasion. He was unfortunately the under study to 
representative hooker Jim Brailey who didn’t miss a First Grade game for Newtown in 1943 and 1944. 
 
A news article in the Daily Telegraph on 21 July 1944 referred to the number of international and First 
Grade players that were in Newtown’s Reserve Grade team. As Ray did not play First Grade with 
Newtown, the reference had to be to his time at Wests. 



 
Daily Telegraph 21 July 1944 

 
Ray Waldon returned to Wests in 1945. A news item in the Sun newspaper indicated that he was 
playing in the trials with Canterbury but that was not the case. He played for Wests against Canterbury, 
replacing Neville Spence in the second half. 
 

 
The Sun 24 March 1945 

 
Ray started the 1945 season in Reserve Grade but in round four replaced an injured  Frank Dodson in 
First grade and remained in the top team throughout 1945, including the semi-final loss to Eastern 
Suburbs. He appeared again in the pre-season trials of 1946 but there is no further record of Ray 
Waldon playing Premiership rugby league. 
 
During his time at Wests Ray played twenty eight First Grade, thirty one Reserve Grade, eighteen Third 
Grade and seven City Cup games. 
 
He was discharged from the RAAF Reserve in 1946 and started up an Engineering business at Balmain. 
He later moved to that district but it is unknown where he resided in later life. Ray Waldon died in 
December 1988. 
 


