Vince Cleary

..... moved to the NSW industrial town of Lithgow, not long after finishing his schooling in Bathurst,
where his mother ran a Boarding House. He was first recorded playing rugby league at Lithgow in 1927
as a 20 year old.

Over a number of years he played with Lithgow Co-op, The Lithgow Rail and Transport Institute, and
Lithgow Wests. He also represented the Lithgow District team, which played in the Western Division
Cup competition from 1927 until 1934.

In 1929 Vince represented Western Division against Newcastle and Sydney's Eastern Suburbs in
Country Carnival matches. He represented NSW Railways against Queensland Railways in 1930. By
1931,

Vince became a player representative on the Lithgow District Rugby League and took part in raising
player and Club issues. Later he became involved in other matters such as the organisation of a schools
competition and revision of the rules of the League. Vince also became a referee in the Lithgow schools
rugby league competition.

and Blue Bells juniors. Messrs. Dun- A sub-committee, comprising
can and Cleary were successful in Messrs. J. Luchetti, G. Rudge, H. Nol-
moving a recommendation that pro- an, H, Cole, G. Wiliams and V
vides for the curtailment of first- Cleary was elected to act in conjunc-
grade matches when the district team tion with the school authorities in
is engaged the same day. The first- cafrylng out the school competition
Lithgow Mercury 11 June 1931 Lithgow Mercury 6 May 1932

I

Wallaroos (Bathurst). A sub.com- Primary School competition, Friday

mittee, consisting of Messra. V. afternoon. Final maich: Primary A.

Cleary, J. Luchetti, H. Strathen, C. 7
Wilkinson, in conjunction with the v. Primary B, 2.30 pan. (R. Hesse);

executive, were appointed to revise Cooerwull v. Convent, 3.30 p.m. (V.
the rules of the League. Cleary).
__
Lithgow Mercury 19 May 1932 Lithgow Mercury 18 August 1932

Vince's involvement in the administration of rugby league in Lithgow is something that could be
expected from a player approaching retirement or who had retired from the playing field. However,
the best was yet to come from Vince Cleary. Vince represented the Eastern Division of Group 10 in
1932 and held his form in 1933 to be selected first for Country Seconds against City Seconds and then
Country Firsts against City Firsts. The Lithgow Mercury on 18 May 1933 gave an account of Vince's
rugby league career to that point.

he has regained his old form. ‘rhere hall. His record with the district
is plenty of weight in the teams, the team is a good one, and he has play-
heaviest being a ‘youngster' named ¢G in practically every fmportant
Clearv, a front row forward who tips match in Lithgow for a number of
the scales at 15st. 101bs.” years. He leamed his football at St

Cleary is 25, and has represented Stanislauy’  College, BEathurst, nl-
his district at Country Week. He also though it was in Lithgow that he de-
appearcd with a team from the veloped his high class capacity, His
N.S.W. R. and T. Institute against a weight should be an adjunct to any
similar combination from Queensiand, front row. It Is hoped that his play
imoressing with his determined tackl- draws the attention of the seclectors

ing and consistency in following the in Sydney.

Lithgow Mercury 18 May 1933




The Lithgow Mercury noted that; "it is hoped that his (Vince's) play draws the attention of Selectors
in Sydney." Vince performed well in the Country v City matches, but he was well known beforehand,
and drew the attention of the New England Rugby League based in Armidale, NSW.

The New England rugby league had made an offer to Vince Cleary, to play in the northern region, prior
to the Country v City matches. In the early 1930's many men were unemployed and an offer to be paid
to play rugby league could not be dismissed lightly. Vince's reputation was enhanced by his
performance in the representative matches and he decided to take up the offer from the New England
Rugby League.

Country Seconds 27 May 1933

COMBIMNED COUNTRY SECONDS (Colooi—Dlach aml Whiti)
FULL-BACK
13—H., Day
{Gilen Tnmesh
THREE-QUARTERS:
12—A. Stokes 11—J. Miller C. Brown— 10 A, Condon—9
(Leeton) {Hrga) { Mawial { Tumwortl )
HALVES:
7T—W. Bischoff (Capt.) R. Willinms—8
[ West Maitland p (L sine)
FORWANDS:
6—W. Ryan
{Temors)
5—H. Brooke C. Quatchor—4a
(Armldolad Tl L}
3—F. Wickham 2—K. Miller V., Cleary—1
Sconed {Pillizn) { Ll
Replacemonts:—
Backs:—J. Twist—14 R. Burns—15
{Trenkshies ) Bl
Forwards:—V. Wynne—16 J. Livermare—17
{Marpeeh) (Cilpueastar)

(Country Seconds 9 v City Seconds 26)

Country Firsts 5 June 1933

COUNTRY (Colors—Black and White)
FULL-BACK:
13—W. Ryan
(Temorg)
THREE-QUARTERS:
12—-17.’ Small 11—J, Reardon C. Charlton—16 L. Cooper—9
(Gamith) (Lismore) (Néweastlad (West Wyalong)
HALVES:
8—B. Clifton T. Grahame—7
(Dranze) (Yanco)
FORWARDS: :
6—J. Kingston (Capt.)
(Leeton)
5—H. Brooke R. James—4
(Armidaic) (Greilich)
3—V. Cleary 2—R. Kirkaldy V. Wynne—1
(Lithzow) (Waratah) (Morpeth)
RESERVES:
14—W. Bischoff R. O'Keefe—15
(West Maitland) (Glen Innes)

(Country Firsts 17 v City Firsts 17)

The Lithgow Rugby League did its best to retain Vince Cleary and its Retention Committee decided to
offer him five shillings per week on top of whatever his local Club could pay him. However, this could

not match the offer from New England, and Vince made his way to Armidale to play out the 1933
season.




VINCE CLEARY LEAVEY

——— e —

Accepts Armidale Offer

Vinee Cleéary, one of Lithgow's
most prominent Laague foothall-
ers, hns necepted nn offer to pluy
at Armidile, and left for the
northern town thix afternoon.

He originally veceived the invitation
to go to Armidale when selected for
the Country Weel carnival, at which
he performed so creditably. i de-
partuee will mean & big logs to loeal
foothall, snd his services will be par-
tienbirly fuizeed by the Western Sub-
urbs club, He has appeared on num-
croug occasions with the digirict team,
and fs the heaviest forwird Lo appear

on a Lithgow football field for some
Lime. Hid welght, however, 1§ ool 4
hindvanee; fur lig is always one of the
liardest tollevs in any game

He has been at Lithgow for 10
YELIE, previoualy residing ol Bathurst,
whers he attended St Stanislay Col-
lege. The best wizhes of Lithgow fol.
lowers of the code will go with him:

Lithgow Mercury 21 June 1933

Vince joined the South Armidale Club and was
soon selected in the Armidale District and New
England representative teams. He was
described in the Glen Innes Examiner as a
"Country Week representative of class." Vince
had a successful year at Armidale but at the
end of the season he returned to Lithgow.

Vince returned to the Lithgow Wests Club for
the 1934 season and continued having an
impact in the local competition. The Lithgow
Mercury in May 1924 noted that he was
playing good football at a standard that won

Vince Cleary, of Lathgow, a Coun-
try Week representative of class, 1s
the latest “importation” to the
New Kngland League ranks (says
the Armidale “Express”). At a
meeting of the executive he wau
registered with South Armidale.

Glen Innes Examiner 15 June 1933

Vince Cleary proved that he ia still
a great forward, and he is playing
football that brought him a place in
the country week team last season.

him a place in the Country representative team

in 1933. Lithgow Mercury 24 May 1934

He also became active again in rugby league administration in Lithgow. In June 1934 he was appointed
as a vice to represent the players on the Referees Appointment Board, and by early 1935 he was one
of the Auditors for the Lithgow Wests Rugby League Club as well as serving on the General Committee
and being elected as a Delegate to the Lithgow Rugby League.

Mr, V. Cleary was appointed to re-
present the players on the referees
appointment board in the ahsence of
Mr. W. Black.

Lithgow Mercury 21 June 1934

However, Vince Cleary did not play at Lithgow in 1935. He came to Sydney at the start of the season
and trialled with the Balmain Club. The noted sports journalist, Claude Corbett, wrote in the Sun
newspaper that Vince Cleary, at 15 1/2 stone was the heaviest footballer that he had seen in recent
years.

Vince reminded Corbett of an English forward by the name of Litt but had the added ability of being
an excellent footballer in general play. Notwithstanding, it did not work out for Vince at Balmain as he
was excluded from the First Grade squad during the trials. He subsequently made the move to Wests
and played at the Club for two seasons.




Cleary 18 the heaviest footballer I have
seen in recent years, He welghs 15'; stone,
Is about 21 years of age, and dphcyed in
the f(ront row of the Combine ountry
side of 1933,

The only &IHM I can compare with
him Is an fsh forward, Litt, who
played for Bradford Northern against the
iast Auukrntl,l‘an ‘:enm‘ in England. !i'“ht\ :e“ -

A TeMATKADY fine lOng range goal-Ricker, V. Cleary, the former Lithgow forward,
bu(l'i:lpr.ynlgnﬂ'\‘ ‘ah:!tll‘f'&:n';o‘c::egl:;h:g:e ‘a8 will deﬂnib&iy play with Wests to-day. He
I remember him, he {8 an excellent [ool- has been excluded from the Balmaln first
baller in_general play. team, and M, Pace substituted,

The Sun 27 March 1935 Comments by Claude Corbett Daily Telegraph 6 April 1935

In 1935 Vince had to sit out the first two rounds of the competition to become residentially qualified
to play with Wests. He then played thirteen First Grade games for Wests including the 10-15 loss to
Eastern Suburbs in the Semi-Final.

Vince started the 1936 season in First Grade, playing the first two rounds after which he was dropped
with six other players from the top Grade. Wests had losses in the first two games and Coach, Frank
McMillan wanted change. The strategy worked and Wests came out the following week and defeated
Balmain 30-13. In fact, in the next six games Wests had four wins and a draw. Vince Cleary played five
more Reserve Grade games for Wests in 1936 and retired from Grade football at the end of the season.

During his two seasons at Wests, Vince played fifteen First Grade and six Reserve Grade games. The
photo below of Wests playing North Sydney shows Vince Cleary coming in to assist Cliff Pearce who
has been tackled. It was the last First Grade game that Vince Cleary played.

Cliff Pearce (Wests) being tackled with Vince Cleary (left) coming in support The Referee 23 April 1936




Vince Cleary remained in Sydney after he retired from football and took up cricket, playing in the
Western Suburbs Churches Union competition with the Homebush Methodists Cricket Club in 1937.
Vince proved to be a handy batsmen.

Vincent Cleary joined the Army Citizen Military Forces at Gladesville NSW, for service in the Second
World War. After the war he settled in the Sydney suburb of Eastwood where he remained until his
death in November 1975. Vince Cleary's memorial is at the Northern Suburbs Memorial Gardens and
Crematorium, Portion - Bushland, Wall 13.

CLEARY, Vincent Joseph,~Norem.
her 29, 10675, Iate or Eastwcod,
beloved husband of Phyilis, loves
father of Willlam (deceased), Pat,
Oawn and John.




