Alec McDonald

...... was an immediate success playing for West Rugby Union Club. He had played in the Country Week
rugby union carnival and then went on to represent Metropolitan rugby union in 1928.

A. MceDONALD, the Hawkesbury College

lad, was called in to fill the vacancy
in Western Suburbs Rugby TUnion tea‘x{n’s
back line on Saturday consequent upon the
'departure of II, Bartley for New Zealand.
Thouzh decldedly nervous in the dressing-
room, the new five-eighth played like an ex-
perienced veteran, ‘and right at the com-
mencement of the game ma a flying tackle
of the Hfeet-footed winger, haner, which
was almost & forlorn hope. Fls play all
round was Arst-class,” and he must be Te-
garded asg an acquisition to the firat-grade
ranks. His style of play suggests that
he might be placed to better advantage a3
‘a centre,

= —

Windsor Gazette 24 August 1928

There was some confusion as to whether the A W McDonald who played rugby union with
Hawkesbury, Western Suburbs and Glebe-Balmain in 1928 and 1929, was in fact the same McDonald
that played rugby league in the Maclean and North Coast teams during the same period.

The news article in the Daily Examiner, reporting on the Metropolitan v Clarence River rugby union
match in September1928, confirms that A W McDonald the Hawkesbury player had played rugby
league with the Maclean Rovers at least once that season. How that was possible given the amateur
rules that applied to rugby union is unknown.

It is likely That Alec McDonald was travelling between Sydney and the North Coast. He was likely to
have been studying in Sydney but returning to his family in Maclean during the vacation breaks.

a wonderful player. B, Dalmer was @

e teams were represen as follows:

Sydney.—E. E. Burns (Northern Bub-
urbs), B. Palmer (Glebe-Balmain), E. Sil-
vester (King’s School), A. C. Wallace
(Glebe-Balmain), J. Harris (St. George),
A! McDonald (Hawkeshury College), H.
Caterson (Western Suburhs), C. Rodgers

tower of strength on the wing, but every
member of the metropolitan team played
soundly. Al McDonald, who at least once
this season has assisted the Maclean Rov-
ers in a League game, performed excep-
tionally well.

Metropolitan RU v Clarence River RU — Daily Examiner 10 September 1928

Alec McDonald appears to have made a commitment to play for the Glebe-Balmain Rugby union Club
in 1929. It is known that he was living at Breillat St Kentville in the Balmain district in 1930 and his

occupation was recorded as “Student”.

However, in the early part of the season he was living at Maclean on the North Coast of NSW and was
playing for Maclean Rovers. He was then selected for the Lower North Coast Country Week team.

The toast of the other selected players;
namely, Messrs. Fitzpatrick, Sabine -and
McDonald, was proposed hy Mr, J. Hough,
who referred to all three as gentlemes,
both on and off the field. Measrs. Flitz-
atrick and Babine responded, and Mr. J.
Reid replicd, on behalf of Mr. MeDonald,
to whom he (Mr. Reid) referred as
‘“the right man in the right Flﬂ-:.'e-”

Country Week Selection - Daily Examiner 15 May 1929




e s LA e

Lower North Coast Rugby League Team 1929
Back: C Worboys (S. Grafton), A McDonald (Maclean), C Northam (Taree), W R Weiley (Manager), G Kelly, (Karangi),
L Boyd (Kempsey), W ] Weiley (Grafton),
Middle: J Reid (S. Grafton), E Sabine (Grafton), ] Maughan (S. Grafton), G Fitzgerald (C) (Grafton), W Mackay (Coffs Harbour),
J Quinlivan (Cundletown), L Tyson (Raleigh),
Front: F Lindsay (Wauchope), G Bridges (Taree), A Arndell (S. Grafton), A Dick (Port Macquarie)
Source: Referee 29 May 1929

By July of 1929 Alec was back living in Sydney and joined up with the Glebe-Balmain Rugby Union
team. He was a regular member of the First Grade team for the remainder of the season.

Alec. McDonald, the ex-Hawkesbury Col-
lege youth, who toured the country with a
metropolitan team last seasem, appears
again for Glebe. He is a aturdy type of
back, not unlike Larry Wogan in appear-
ance and style of play. .

Arrow 19 July 1929

Alec returned to Maclean in 1931 and played rugby league with the local Woodburn team until 1933.
He was selected in representative teams during this period including a game between far North Coast
and the touring England team.

In 1933 Alec was the captain of the Lower Richmond representative team and at the Divisional awards
in October he was presented with the Frith Cup and the Beacon Cup as well as the "Northern Star"
(newspaper sponsor) blazer.

In 1934, Alec moved from the NSW North Coast and settled at Redmyre Rd, Strathfield. He was residing
with his sister, Isabel who was also a teacher. The siblings were working for the Department of
Education and during school breaks the local newspaper at Woodburn would note that both Alec and
Isabel, would return to visit family.

Alec was a noted rugby league player on the North Coast and when he came to Sydney, he had
something to offer Wests. An article in the Rugby League News from 1935 noted that; "Alec McDonald,
who will lead Wests Reserve Grade this season, joined up with Wests last year, and immediately




proved a decided acquisition to his new club. He is a point scoring medium as a result of sixty one
points secured in the First and Reserve Grade competitions. Alec is a member of the teaching
profession and is equally as popular with his students as with his fellow players."

Alec McDonald only spent the 1934 and 1935 seasons with Wests. He was a little unfortunate to have
been at the Club during a golden period, and when there was an abundance of talented players vying
for a First Grade position. He certainly had the talent, and in most other periods would have held a
First Grade position with ease.

However, Alec was a dedicated teacher and was making a name for himself as a Sports Master, initially
with the Burnside School and by 1939 at Ashfield Technical School. While at Burnside he became
involved with rugby union and by late 1936, he took on the coaching position of the Parramatta Rugby
Union First Grade Team while their captain/coach, Bill Cerutti was in New Zealand.

; Behind- these ‘Boys are geveral very-fine
couches; - Thelr, heaﬂmaate: ‘1’ the" faanous
A R

ustrallan full-hac on- Rankin, - While

Burnside is fortumate in that 1t} | iher: ‘experienced. players in L :Hiteh-
has keen and capable coaches on its cock, i Ta Wrlght; . +and. A.-McDonald  lend
staff, They are L. Hitchcock, L.| |a .hang..

Wright. A. McDonald, formerly cap- The' result:1s that the’ Burndide’ Schoul
tain of Western Suburbs must’ be”'mnl{ed g, One - of- thielbig inurser-
League reserve grade team, and n 'fes of i Rughy- mJ\:I'r.'w (SouthoWales, fitto’

NBS.W. and Australian rank c{covering ;a, younger. 10£5iof ‘boya)
Rankin, . Rugby with 8t -Josephis: Collegﬂ e the-— quality:
Union rep. L .of - players .produced..; ‘It .will, not be ~sar'-

Labor Daily 17 July 1937 Referee 22 July 1937

At ono  1ime  tenchers topether ot
Bumaidu, Ron Runkin, Drummoyng cap-
tain, und Alee ItiLDa:ml{I Parramutin
meh, met at Baturday’s _.big mateh,
Runkin is now tenchiug at Byduecy High.
Ha snid afterwards he thought the Par-
ramatfa bLaeks had improved tremongls

ously. under McDonald's conching,
e ——

11 May 1938 Cumberland Argus

Alec coached the Parramatta Rugby Union

team until 1939. By 1940 the world was rapidly McDONALD—HOPIAN
changing. In March 1940, Alec McDonald i —
married Marjorie Hopman, the sister of Sporting Couple Wed
; P ; f Miss Mar), Hopman. hird
Australian international tennis player, Harry T P I e
Hopman. mun  of Homebush, who was  wervried
m Syvdncy o March 21, to My Alee
MeDenald culy son of Mr, K. McDon-

In December 1941, Alec McDonald enlisted
with the AIF at Paddington, NSW for service in

vid. ot Woodford Puark. Maclean, |

The charming bride, who is a sister
the Secon}i World War. ‘He was posted to the o1 the Internatponal tennis stay, M
55th Anti-Aircraft Regiment but also was Harry Hopman, was glven away by her
engaged in vocational training. [ather,

Alec McDonald lived at Five Dock and Homebush but by the late 1950's he had moved to the northern
suburbs of Sydney where he spent the remainder of his life. He died in the Sydney suburb of St Ives in
December 1989.




