Sid Elliott

..... was only eighteen years old and had little experience when he made his First Grade debut with
Wests. The circumstance was a little unusual in that Wests had the great Frank McMillan at fullback,
but Frank and four other Wests First Grade players had been selected for the 1933-34 Kangaroo tour
and had left for England mid-season. Wests struggled after the Kangaroos departed, losing all of its
final eight games of the season.

The fullback position was one area in which Wests had difficulty finding a replacement. Dick Davis
played two games before being replaced by Sid Elliott who was then replaced after one game by Sid
Palmer who in turn only played the one game before being replaced by former Balmain speedster,
Tom Magnus for the final four games. Wests had used four different fullbacks in as many games.
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Sid Elliott played one more season with Wests, notching up twelve Third Grade games in Wests
premiership year. In all, Sid played one First Grade, two Reserve Grade and twenty one Third Grade
games during his two seasons at Wests.

Sid's rugby league career has been confused with that of C "Snow" Elliott who played with Leeton in
the Riverina, and who also had a season with Newtown in 1935. The following account clarifies Sid
Elliott's career after departing from Wests.

There was no choice for Sid in remaining with Wests in 1935 as he lived at Bankstown in the
Canterbury-Bankstown District, and with the entry of the new Club in the Sydney competition, he
was residentially qualified to play for Canterbury and not Wests.

He was one of a number of Wests players that were affected by the residential qualification rule that
applied at the time which saw both experienced and up and coming players depart Wests and form
the nucleus of Canterbury-Bankstown's team in 1935 and beyond.

Sid Elliott was one of six former Wests players that made up the very first Canterbury-Bankstown
team that played North Sydney on Anzac Day 1935. He became player no. 7 for Canterbury and
played eight First Grade games that season. It was a difficult year for the new Club, without a home
ground and a First Grade rotation list of thirty two players. Injury and inexperience would take its toll
with Canterbury toiling along and just avoiding the wooden spoon in its first year of Sydney
premiership football.

Sid played First Grade in the First two rounds of 1935 before being dropped to Reserve Grade for
three matches and then becoming a regular member of the First Grade team until round twelve. A
web site which provides details on former Canterbury-Bankstown players indicates that Sid Elliott's
season ended early due to injury, but that was not the case. His last game was against Balmain on 20
July, and the post match report indicated that he was one of several players that "strived valiantly."
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While Sid's career appeared to be on the rise, it would not be at Canterbury in the immediate future.
The Newtown Club met a team from Goulburn, NSW in a "friendly" match in Sydney in July 1935,
with a return match proposed. The Goulburn team had some very good players such as Fred Felsch
and Henry Porter, but lacked speed and penetration in the backs. Sid Elliott took up an opportunity
to play with Goulburn and was immediately selected to play the return match against Newtown.
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The arrival of Sid Elliott at Goulburn created some interest and an article in the Goulburn Evening
Penny Post noted the proposed match up of Sid Elliott and "Snow" Elliott from Newtown.

At time of writhing the team 1o re-
Cpesent Newtown is not to hand, but
it theoy bring their full first grade
ade. we will have two Elliotts op-
posing one another in the centre.

mowy,” of Newtown, we all know
Lo he oo ereat plaver. Sid Elljott, who
| arrtes the nickname of “Slick,” was
Captadn of the Canterbury-Bankstown
cocserves, and on Saturday last played
ity the virst grade team. The Rugby

Goulburn Evening Penny Post 26 July 1935

Sid wasn't the only new recruit for Goulburn at that time. His team mate at Canterbury, Jack Hobson,
after playing one more match with Canterbury, joined Sid at Goulburn. The new players would be
able to play with Goulburn in a "friendly" but had to receive a clearance from Canterbury and wait to
complete a qualifying period before they could represent Goulburn in Cup matches.
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Sid Elliott was a success with Goulburn providing genuine pace and skill that assisted Goulburn
winning and retaining the Carr Cup. Sid remained at Goulburn and played through the 1936 season,
competing for the Carr and Massy Cups.
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In 1937, Sid Elliott returned to Canterbury and with the experience gained playing with Goulburn
was selected as captain of the Canterbury-Bankstown Reserve Grade team at the start of the season.
He lead the Reserve Grade team throughout the 1937 and 1938 seasons.
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Sid's initial year with the Canterbury Reserve Grade team was not so successful, with the team
finishing towards the bottom of the competition table. The 1938 season was a great one for
Canterbury with the First Grade team winning the premiership and the Club taking out the 1938 Club
Championship. Sid Elliott's Reserve Grade team got off to a slow start but gradually formed a
combination which saw it finish on equal points at the end of the competition rounds with two other
teams, forcing a play-off for a semi final berth. Canterbury beat Easts in the play-off 13-2 giving it the
right to meet Balmain in the semi final.

Play-off Semi Final Reserve Grade 1938 - Won by Canterbury 13-2

SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND—2 p.m. Sat., Aug. 27, 1938.
2 p.m.—RESERVE GRADE.
i " SEMI-FINAL

BALMAIN v. C'BURY-B'TOWN
 (Cotors Bt o4 Gy AN m e aea e OWN

FULL-BACK : FULL-BACK :
17—L. léNI.GH'r 30—G. CLUNAS
5—D. LITTLE . THRREE-QUARTERS :
4—J. WINCHESTER 35—0. SAMUELS
20—D. KEARNEY (Capt.) 19—S. ELLIOTT (Capt.)
M. CHIN—15 L. ATKINS—20
D. COLLISS—31 R. GILCHRIST—21
(ounlobnu::ud) a—H, H HALVES :
46—W,. HIRD J. QUEALEY—§6 % J. DUNCOMBE—16
391, WASSON PORWARDS :
24—W. BROWN 52—W. KNOWLES
H. TIMMS—23 | 31—T. SMALL

34—W. HORNE F. WORRELL—26
35—H. SLATER 28—L. PRITCHARD

L. WILLIAMS—25 25—H. GRIFFIN

RESERVES : . J. DICKINSON—29

9—E. RAFFERTY :

40—C, P 44—R. LONG
32—G. ENDYCOTT 50—L. CLARE
F. TUFFY—36 J. REILLY—S5
J. BARR—43 J. LEO—38 J. GARNER—39

Semi Final Reserve Grade 1938 - Won by Balmain 10-7




EESERVE CRADE.

Bulmuin, 10 (Culliss, Wasson tries. Barr Giched
two voals:, bea: Canterburv-Bankstown, 7 (Knowles
n iry. Knowles kicked o goul and «  penall}

anl

Canterbury went down to Balmain 7-10 in a tight contest. Apart from Sid Elliott, two former Wests
players made a contribution in the match. Dave Colless of Balmain scored a try for his team, and Bill
Knowles scored all of Canterbury's points with a try and two goals. Each of these players found new
Clubs in 1939, with Dave Colless returning to Wests, Sid Elliott going to Grenfell and Bill Knowles
taking up a playing/coach position at Mudgee.
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SMH 25 April 1939

In April 1939, Sid Elliott was granted a clearance from Canterbury Bankstown to play for the Grenfell
Rugby League Club based at Grenfell in the NSW mid west. The year before Sid arrived, rugby league
in the mid west, and Group 9 in particular, was going through some significant changes. A formal
home and away series was finally introduced but the pinnacle of football, the Maher Cup remained
the focus of much of the attention. Maher Cup football not only brought great prestige to the town
of the holders but was also a great money spinner. A new radio tower for station 2LF at Young
enabled live feeds to be sent more than 100 miles distant and brought rugby league to the masses.

In 1938 Grenfell embarked on a campaign funded by local hoteliers and cafe proprietors to bring in
to the town a number of 'imports' with the express goal of winning the Maher Cup and securing the
big money that came with the crowds and interest in these games. In 1938 Grenfell had five
imported players and was lead and coached by former St George player, Charlie Rice. Grenfell did
well in the home and away series but lost its two Maher Cup matches, both to Young, 11-16 and 4-7.

Neil Pollock in his book 'The Maher Cup' noted that the last loss was a "tremendous disappointment
to Grenfell people, who had never possessed the Cup and had invested so much emotion and cash."
The Grenfell Committee were not deterred and planned to launch a bigger and better assault the
next season.

In 1939, Grenfell brought into its ranks eight imported players including former Barmedman coach
and Balmain player, Ollie Duckworth as well as Sid Elliott. There was great expectation in Grenfell
that this would be their year. In this era success was very much measured by winning the Maher
Cup. Once again Grenfell would have two attempts to win the coveted trophy that year.

GRENFELL'S SOLID TEAM Grenfell's tenm will comprise no
less than eight nmew men, including
0. Duckworth (coach), Sid Ellott,
centre (Canterbury-Bainkstown)., P.

Brassil, centre (from Yass), Bernie
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even ut this early date says the
“Ohserver” in making sure that the
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for the first battle of the Maher Cup
veries, which may eventuate early in
May, should they have any luck in the
draw.
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Pike. Jeffries, will make a solid com-|
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The Gundagai Independent 23 March 1939
The first Maher Cup challenge was on 10 May against the old nemesis, Young. The Young team
contained country football legend Bill Kearney, former NSW, St George and future Wests player Jim
Rutherford, future Wests player Tom Briggs, and Sid's former Canterbury and Goulburn team mate,
Jack Hobson. Young was on a golden run winning the last seven Maher Cup challenges and was to
once again deny Grenfell a victory by 2-7.

Neil Pollock in his book, "The Maher Cup" notes that the following Sunday after the loss, Grenfell's
committee all resigned and in one of the biggest football gambles of the Maher Cup era, the
incoming committee were granted a massive 540 pounds by local businesses to buy even more
players, three at 4 pounds per week and four at 3 pounds per week.

Notwithstanding the Maher Cup loss, Grenfell was performing well in non Cup competition, and Sid
Elliott was regularly reported as one of the leading lights in the team. However none of this
mattered as the single focus was winning the Maher Cup. Grenfell got its next chance to gain Cup
glory on 9 August 1939 when it once again faced Young. By this time Young had won fifteen out of its
last sixteen Maher Cup challenges.

It was a dark time for the world as Germany threatened Europe and Japan had invaded China and
was heading south. In Group 9 rugby league war analogies were running rife with references to
Grenfell's "foreign legion", "storm troopers, and "alien army." Since the earlier Maher Cup loss,
Grenfell had gained the services of Jim Dickenson (Canterbury), Arthur Freebody (Cooma), and Tom

Stanford (Temora).

The Maher Cup challenge had been set down for 2 August but due to torrential rain both Clubs
agreed to postpone the game for a week, creating further anticipation. With the Grenfell player's
jobs on the line it could be expected that there would be fireworks but the match turned out to be a
clean affair by Maher Cup standards.

Young had a 10-0 lead at half time, but running down hill in the second half, Grenfell closed the gap
to 9-10. A late try to Young saw them take out the match and retain the Maher Cup by 13-9. Jim
Rutherford scored two tries for Young and Sid Elliott a try for Grenfell.

The fallout was almost immediate. Grenfell had a wages bill estimated between 25 and 32 pounds
per week, and without the Cup, there was no hope of generating revenue to pay the players. Within
the week, Sid Elliott along with players Dickenson, Gibson, Duckworth and Stanford had left town.

Grenfell did not form a team in 1940 and it wasn't until 1947 that they once again played for the
Cup. Wests players, George Lucas coached in 1948, Alan Blake (1952) and Bill Horder (1954). Grenfell
never defeated Young in Maher Cup football.
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The Gundagai Independent 21 August 1939
It appears that Sid Elliott had a taste for country football and early in 1940 it was reported that he
had made an unsolicited application to coach the Forbes team that year for the amount of 5 pound
per week plus "keep." Forbes decided that they had a perfectly good coach in former Newtown and
Country Firsts player, Jack Huxley. Sid was probably a year too early as Jack Huxley came to Sydney
in 1941 and played with Wests.

\PPLICATION FOR COACH : _
fered hu- o e~ ot €5 per week and
Che cornespondence included an ap- ., D
plieation Lom Sid Elliott, of Banks ! i Iy still hias such a good
lown. whi t vear played with Gren cogch 1 1 as Jack Huxley, no
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Forbes Advocate 15 March 1940

Sid was unsuccessful in finding a coaching job in 1940, but as it turned out fate delivered him
arguably his best season in the Sydney premiership competition. An article in Rugby League News on
Anzac Day 1940, indicated that Sid had returned to Canterbury and once more would captain the
Reserve Grade team. The article also noted that during the past year he had put on considerable
weight, not a great attribute for a former speedy back line player.

Q1D  ELLIOTT, who will Captaln = the Brady. Who has been played in 148 first
b Besprves, i8 an old player of the Cluky grade matches, Wcluding 50 vith Canterbury-
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RLN 25 April 1940 SMH 8 May 1940

However Sid appears to have struck form early and within a couple of weeks had replaced veteran
and former Wests and Canterbury captain Alan Brady in First Grade. Sid played seven First Grade
games for Canterbury in 1940 but by the end of the season was once more in Reserve Grade. The
Canterbury Club had another good season with First Grade making the Final and Reserve Grade,
unluckily going down to St George 12-14 in the semi final.

SYDNEY CRICKET GROUND-—2 p,m. Saturday, August 24, 1940
RESERVE GRADE SEMI-FINAL

ST. GEORGE v. CANTERBURY-BANKSTOWN

ST GEORGE CANTERBURY-BANKSTOWN
(Colours—Red and White) (Colours—Blue and White)
FULL-BACUK : FULL-BACK

28—R. LINDWALL 44—A. KENT
THREE-QUARTERS THREE-QUARTERS :
15—D. ROSS 18—0. SAMUEL
16—J. GILBERT 21—L. ATKINS
N. JONES (Capt.)—17 S. ELLIOTT—20
K. BENSON—12 J. GARTNER—12
HALVES: HWALVES !
48—O0. KEIGHTLEY 54—1J. DUNCOMBE (Capt.)
L. MORLEY—54 L. CLARE
FORWARDS: P_ORWABDS:
26—W. KILLIBY 24—J. McCORMACK.
24—W. SUMMERELL 25—H. DAVIES
C. KELLY—21 L. PRITCHARD—27
23—T. HAYWARD $1—A. MORRIS
22—E. BLACK 30—J, REILLY
W. GRIFFEN—44 3. DICKENSON—28
RESERVES: REBRLEY 23]

3 1N
18—A. MANSTEAD  R. PRATT—31 ”"'H,Wgu & MR
83—J. MORLEY  R. HANDLEY—25 | #1—J. LEARY-SMITH

Reserve Grade Semi Final 1940 - won by St George 14-12




No further record has been found of Sid Elliott playing rugby league after 1940, but he remained at
Bankstown until the mid 1950's. Sid married in 1954 and soon after moved to Long Jetty on the NSW
Central Coast. He remained there until his death in September 1986. His memorial is at the Palmdale
Cemetery and Memorial Park, Palmdale NSW, Brick Wall G, Side A, Site H16. The birth date on his
memorial appears to be incorrect as NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages records this as 17 February
1915.
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