
Bill McLeod 

 
..... had a rapid rise from Third Grade to First Grade in 1933, but it was a difficult year for Wests with 
a high rotation of players. While Bill only played the one First Grade game that year, he did have 
further opportunities in the following seasons. Bill played until the end of 1936 and totalled twelve 
First Grade, forty Reserve Grade, and eight Third Grade games during his time at Wests, scoring a 
total of twelve tries in all games. 
 

          
                    The Biz 28 October 1932                                              The Biz 7 July 1933 
 

RLN 1935 
 

In 1936 there was a move to establish a new First Grade Rugby League Club in the Parramatta 
district and  the names of a number of prominent Western Suburbs players were nominated as likely 
candidates to join the new Club. Bill McLeod was one of these players along with Jim Parsons, Harry 
Hannan, Max Gray and Bob Allison. The proposal was rejected by the NSW Rugby League, and it 
would be another decade before Parramatta won the right to enter the Sydney competition. 
 

                           The Biz 1936                                    
                               

Bill McLeod enlisted in September 1941 with 
the Citizens Military Forces at Merrylands, 
NSW for service in the Second World War. He 
then joined the AIF in March 1943 while in the 
field in Western Australia. He was posted to 
the 4th Infantry Battalion. Bill was discharged 
from service in February 1945 as he was 
required for employment in an essential 
occupation. 

                    
                          Bill McLeod 1943 
 

After he returned from military service, Bill furthered his business career. Bill's father and uncle were 
the Directors of ABBCO Bread Co during the war years and supplied baking products to Sydney as 



well as the military. Bill McLeod took over the role as Manager of the company from his father in the 
mid 1940's after his father's death.    
 

 The Land 20 February 1953 
 

Bill McLeod lived the later part of his life in the inner city suburb of Leichhardt, NSW. He died in June 

1986 at Arrawarra Headland, near the town of Woolgoolga on the NSW north coast, where he was 

born. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


