
Clyde Cant 
 
..... was a naturally talented sportsman and excelled at both cricket and rugby union before 
ultimately turning his interest to rugby league. He attended Fort St Boys High School and it was there 
that Clyde worked his way through the grades, taking on leadership roles and becoming one of the 
School's celebrated products. 
 
Fort St Boys High School has produced bi-annual reports over the decades and a significant amount 
of information has been recorded in its publication, The Fortian. The school has had a proud sporting 
record and its efforts on the sporting field has been documented in some detail. At Fort St, Clyde 
Cant was first recognised as a player of promise when he was playing in the Third Grade rugby union 
team in 1922. 

 
The Fortian September 1922 

 
Clyde was elevated from the Third Grade team to First Grade in 1923. He excelled over the next four 
seasons, becoming the Fort St First Grade Rugby Union captain in 1925 and 1926 and representing 
Combined High Schools in 1924, 1925, and 1926. He captained Combined High Schools in 1925 and 
1926. 
 

By 1925 Clyde Cant was described as the best schoolboy footballer seen in Sydney for many years. 
He was recognised as one of the best leaders, and had no competitor for the captaincy of the 
Combined High Schools Representative team. 
 

 
                             Clyde Cant (C) and C Blessing (VC) - Fort St High First XV 1925 (The Fortian November 1925) 

 
While Clyde was receiving due accolades for his playing ability in rugby union at Fort St, he was 
drawing equal praise for his cricketing exploits as well. He was described as a useful bowler, 
energetic and brilliant in the field and an aggressive bat. 
 
                                          



 
The Fortian June 1923 

 

 
The Fortian May 1925 

 
Clyde's family moved from Gerringong to the 
northern Sydney suburb of Manly by 1926. 
Clyde was in his final year at Fort St High 
School, but it was a much easier commute 
from Manly to Petersham to attend school.  
 
The family lived at the Empire Mansions 
apartment building located directly across the 
road from Manly Oval. Clyde trialled with the 
Manly Rugby Union Club and won a place in 
the First Grade team at the start of 1926. He 

played mainly in the five-eighth position that 
year. 
 

 
                                      The Sun 27 April 1926

  
An article written in the Arrow newspaper in June 1930 noted that, in 1926, A. C. "Pud" Cant played 
for Manly on Saturdays, while training two afternoons a week with his school, and playing a school 
match on Wednesdays. 
 
 In June 1926, and while still at school, Clyde Cant was selected for the Metropolis Rugby Union team 
that played Combined Country. The match was a prelude to a NSW Possibles v NSW Probables 
match and gave Clyde his first opportunity to play in a senior representative team. He was then 
selected a few weeks later to play in a NSW Fourth team against NSW Thirds in a series of trials that 
would lead to selection of a NSW team to play the New Zealand All Blacks. Queensland did not have 
a rugby union team at the time, so NSW was effectively the Australian Rugby Union team. 
 
Clyde was not selected in the NSW team but in his match scored a try, and kicked three conversions 
and a penalty goal to impress the selectors. It was reported that; "In the early game Cant, of Manly 
was truly magnificent, and revealed himself as a player of exceptional promise." 
 
On 12 July 1926, Clyde was called up to train 
with the NSW squad that was to play the All 
Blacks in the Second Test on 14 July. Clyde 
was selected as a reserve for the NSW team 
but appears not to have had the opportunity 
to play. He was not selected for the Third Test 
but was selected to represent Combined High 
Schools against the Sydney Teachers College 
as a curtain raiser to the Third Test.  

                              Daily Telegraph 20 July 1926 
 



Clyde again missed selection for the Fourth Test but was selected in a Sydney Colts team to play 
against Coogee as a curtain raiser for the Fourth Test. Coogee were the undefeated leaders of the 
Second Division competition.  
 
Clyde made a significant impression in his first 
year of senior football. He was an important 
member of the Manly Rugby Union First 
Grade team, while at the same time 
captaining his school team, and making 
representative teams ranging from Combined 
High Schools to the NSW team. His goal 
kicking was very accurate and often gave his 
team the edge over the opposition. The Manly 
Club supporters gave him the nick name of 
"Sure Foot."  

                                  The Sun 20 August 1926

At the end of the football season, it was anticipated that Clyde would make the rare double of 
playing First Grade in Club Rugby and Cricket. It was announced in September 1926 that Clyde had 
been selected for the Manly First Grade Cricket team thereby achieve a rare milestone.   
 

Daily Telegraph 26 August 1926 

 
The 1927 season was a disrupted one for Clyde. He suffered a couple of injuries including a 
dislocated shoulder and an injured knee. However he came back strong towards the end of the 
season and in early August was selected for the NSW Rugby Union team that played Victoria, and 
then a few weeks later he was selected for a Metropolitan Rugby Union team to play a touring team 
from the Japanese Waseda University. The Manly Rugby Union team made it to the knockout final 
against Randwick in 1927, but were beaten notwithstanding that Clyde kicked four penalty goals in 
the match. 
 
In 1928 Clyde was once again selected for the NSW Rugby Union team to play Victoria. Clyde's goal 
kicking resulted in a close win for NSW. He also played in a Metropolitan team against Victoria later 
in the year. While the Manly First Grade Rugby Union team finished towards the bottom of the 
competition table, it was a good year for Clyde Cant who was the competition's equal top point 
scorer with 87 points. A report in the Newcastle Sun in June 1928 described him as the "star" of the 
Manly team, good in every department, fast and a great goal kicker. 
 
In May 1929, Clyde Cant was selected for the Sydney Metropolitan Rugby Union team which played 
Queensland in Sydney. Clyde was the Metropolitan goal kicker while Tom Lawton who played 44 
matches for the Wallabies and was the Australian rugby union captain that year, was the goal kicker 
for the Queensland team. An account of the match was recorded in the Labor Daily with 
commentary focusing on the goal kicking dual between Clyde Cant and Tom Lawton. Clyde had a 
very successful game with his goal kicking being a significant part of the 42-25 Metropolitan win.  
 



 
Labor Daily 23 May 1929 

 
In early June Clyde was selected for the City Seconds Rugby Union Team to play Country Seconds. 
However there was unrest at the same time at Manly, and Clyde Cant resigned from the Club 
because he was not included in the Manly team from the week earlier. There appeared to be an 
issue with one of the Manly officials and Clyde determined that he wanted an apology before he 
would resume playing.  
 
It appeared that there was a reconciliation as Clyde soon announced that he would play and 
resumed training. Interestingly Clyde was asked whether he was going to retire but he clearly 
wanted to continue playing. He did offer that he would not play League under any circumstances.   
 

 
                                 The Sun 3 June 1929                                                           Labor Daily 4 June 1929 
 

 
                              Labor Daily 4 June 1929                                                            The Sun 5 June 1929 
 
Clyde Cant was an excellent cricketer and played First Grade with the Manly Club from the 1926-27 
season. In February 1930 he was sensationally dropped for not turning up for a game and then  
crossing his name off the list for the following week.  
 
There is no doubt that Clyde Cant was an excellent football player and cricketer, but a pattern was 
emerging regarding his discipline and reliability particularly after a similar incident during the 
previous football season. The Selectors thought that they would make a point by dropping him for 
his indiscretions, but it appeared that Clyde was not influenced by such action and simply moved on. 
 



   
Daily Pictorial 4 February 1930 

 
In 1930 Clyde Cant left the Manly Rugby Union Club to join the Glebe-Balmain Rugby Union Club. 
During his time at Manly he mainly played in the Centres but had trouble cementing a position in 
representative teams with Cyril Towers of Randwick and Sid King of Wests being preferred by the 
Selectors.  
 
Clyde may have been hoping that a change of Clubs might have proved beneficial, and was 
immediately designated as the goal kicker for the Glebe-Balmain First Grade team. However he 
unfortunately broke his leg early in the season but bounced back from that setback. With a star 
studded Glebe-Balmain that finished second on the competition table he had a successful year being 
the third highest point scorer in the competition with 71, finishing a point behind Stewart of Wests. 
He was the top goal kicker in the competition with 33 goals. 
 
Clyde was selected for the NSW Rugby Union "B" team in August 1930 that played the NSW "A" 
team. The "B" team beat the "A" team 37-3, with Clyde converting three tries and kicking two 
penalty goals. He was also selected for a Metropolitan XV to play Newcastle. 
 
In August 1930, a series of articles appeared in the Daily Pictorial newspaper profiling prominent 
rugby union players. Clyde Cant was No. 18 in that series. The article noted that Clyde was now a 
"star" with the Glebe-Balmain Club and although having played First Grade football for four years, 
"he still has to show his best form." The article noted that the Manly Selectors had "dropped" him 
and that it was stated that "negligence in training" had much to do with his omission from the Manly 
team, but the player determined that he would make good with the Glebe-Balmain Club. 
 
The article further noted that Clyde was immediately successful for Glebe-Balmain, where he started 
the year in his regular centre position alongside future Wests rugby league player Alec McDonald. 
However during the year Clyde transitioned to the fullback position "that has suited him admirably 
and in which he might make himself famous."  
 
The fullback position is where he played his schoolboy football and where he would ultimately play 
when he came across to rugby league. It was noted that Clyde was an excellent kicker with both feet, 
and also a capable handler who was improving in positional play at fullback. 
             
There was some speculation that Clyde would play First Grade cricket with the Petersham Club in the 
1930-31 summer season as he was residentially qualified to play rugby union in the Glebe-Balmain 
district. However he must have changed his address as he joined up with the Western Suburbs 
Cricket Club which then also qualified him to play with the Wests Rugby Union Club in 1931. In 
December of 1930, Clyde scored a century in First Grade for his newly adopted cricket club, Western 
Suburbs. 



The Labor Daily 29 December 1930 
 
Clyde started the season at fullback in First Grade with the Wests Rugby Union Club but it wasn't 
long before he was back in the centres. There was a lot of experimentation in the Wests backline 
with players being moved around and at one stage the Club tried to draft players from the Briars 
Club to fill First Grade positions.   
 
In mid July 1931 it was reported that Clyde 
had been dropped from the Wests Rugby 
Union First Grade team. There was no reason 
given for this move by the Wests Club, but it 
appeared that this action precipitated Clyde's 
next move.  

                             The Sun 16 August 1931 

 
In August 1931, at the end of the regular rugby union competition, Clyde Cant left the Wests Rugby 
Union Club and came across to play rugby league with Wests. Frank McMillan was injured in the 
later part of the season and Wests had tried a number of good back up fullbacks to fill the void, 
including Dick Davis and Bill "Hoot" Ryan who went on later to play with NSW and Queensland. 
However Clyde Cant got the call at the business end of the competition.  
 
After playing one Reserve Grade match, in which he kicked five goals, he was promoted to play in 
the First Grade Semi Final against Easts, which Wests won 10-8, with Clyde contributing with two 
goals. He was then selected for the First Grade Semi Final against Souths, but unfortunately Wests 
were beaten 3-17. 

 

  
                                   SMH 29 August 1931                                                                      Referee 2 September 1931 

 
At the start of 1932, Clyde Cant was playing with Wests in the trial matches when he had his jaw 
broken. The injury setback Clyde's ambitions for 1932, however he was soon back into training and 
played seven Reserve Grade and two First Grade games with Wests that season. The two First Grade 
games that he played was as a result of Frank McMillan being unavailable.  
 
Late in the season Clyde Cant was injured along with lower grade Wests player, Bill Knowles. At the 
time the NSW Rugby League provided medical support for the Clubs, however when the players 
attended the medical rooms at the ground, they were informed that the Doctor would not be there 
unless the matter was "serious." Wests saw the bigger picture and questioned the League as to why 
Clubs could not arrange their own medical support, even if under supervision of the head body. 
 



The NSW Rugby League appeared to acknowledge the issue and there was an indication that the 
matter would be addressed during the off season. However there was no change to the existing 
arrangements for a long time. In the modern era, players are supported by a squad of medical staff 
arranged independently by their Clubs and have access to the best rehabilitation and strengthening 
facilities such as the recently opened Centre of Excellence at Concord Oval. 
 

 
Sydney Sportsman 27 August 1932 

 
In September 1932 Clyde Cant was once again playing cricket. He had been a regular for the Western 
Suburbs District Club but on this occasion he was selected to open the batting for Bardsley's XI v 
Charlie McCartney's XI. Bardsley's team included the Bardsley brothers as well as Arthur Chipperfield 
and E. L. Waddy. McCartney was supported in his team by Bill O'Reilly and Dr. A. Ross. For Bardsley's 
team, Waddy top scored with 27 runs, Chipperfield 25 and Cant with 24. Clyde Cant also chipped in 
taking one wicket for nine runs.  
 
By the start of 1933 Clyde appeared to have had a change in direction, putting any cricket 
aspirations on hold while he pursued rugby league coaching and playing opportunities in Country 
NSW. Clyde was given a release by Wests at the start of 1933 and was appointed as a player/coach 
of the Canowindra Rugby League team. During his time at Canowindra, he refereed local junior 
rugby league games and also took up golf. He became so proficient at golf that he equalled the 
course record. 
 
In April 1933, a news article appeared in the Nowra Leader noting that Clyde Cant had returned to 
his former home town of Gerringong for the Easter holidays. The article also noted that Clyde had 
recently been appointed as the coach of the Canowindra Rugby League team. 
 

       
                            Daily Telegraph 19 April 1933                                               Nowra Leader 21 April 1933 
 



In 1934 Clyde Cant took up a player coaching position at Albury in southern NSW. Clyde spent the 
season with the Albury Rugby League Club and took the team to the semi finals. He made an 
impression with the local community with the results of the 1934 season and Clyde Cant's 
contribution to rugby league in Albury, being commented on in regional newspapers for many years 
after. Clyde only had the one season at Albury.    
 

 
                            Daily Advertiser 4 April 1934                                          Daily Advertiser 29 June 1934 
 

                                                     
                                                                    Daily Advertiser 18 August 1934 
 
Clyde returned to Sydney in 1935 and joined the Canterbury Bankstown Rugby League Club which 
had just been admitted to the Sydney competition. He made his First grade debut with Canterbury in 
Round 4 and captained the team in a competitive 14-22 loss to Newtown. Clyde became 
Canterbury’s First Grade player #19 and the Club's second ever First Grade captain after Jack 
Morrison. 
 
Clyde played two more First grade games for Canterbury. The first of these was round 5 when he 
again captained the team. Canterbury were beaten in a record breaking 6-91 loss to St George. The 
following week Clyde Cant once again appeared in First Grade for Canterbury and the result was not 
much better than the previous week with a 7-87 loss to Easts. It was an unfortunate end to the First 
Grade football career of one of the games great naturally talented players.  
 
Soon after finishing his season with Canterbury, Clyde moved to the Riverina town of Leeton. Leeton 
was a productive fruit growing area and Clyde found work as a Manager of the Fruit Packing Plant of 
Craig Mostyn. The company had diversified interests in the agricultural sector, and Clyde Cant was a 
good representative for the company's interest in the region. There is no record of Clyde being 
involved with rugby league or cricket until 1939, which was his last year at Leeton. 
 
In 1939 Clyde was approached to coach the Leeton Rugby League team which had a few lean years 
in the late 1930's. However it appeared that "Snowy" Elliott took up the position instead, while Clyde 
became a Selector and General Committee man for the Leeton Rugby League Club. He also 
undertook negotiations to bring the Wests Rugby League team to Leeton at the end of the season.  
 
However Clyde did not participate in playing in any serious way. He was appointed as Captain/Coach 
of a Leeton "broken down veterans team" for what appeared to be a curtain raiser event in May 
1939. His cricket exploits at Leeton were in a similar vein. 
 
The visit by Wests to Leeton in 1939 did not proceed as Wests had State Championship obligations 
and when these were fulfilled it was not practical on short notice to organise a tour to Leeton. 
. 



       
                 Murrumbidgee Irrigator 30 May 1939                                           Daily Advertiser 8 June 1939 
 

There is no doubt that Clyde Cant was popular in Leeton and when he decided to return to Sydney in 
October 1939, he was given a grand farewell by the towns people with many of the main sporting 
organisations present and speaking highly of him. 
 

   
Clyde Cant's Farewell at Leeton - The Murrumbidgee Irrigator 10 October 1939 

 

Clyde returned to the Sydney suburb of Manly where many members of his family resided. His 
return provided quite a contrast to the time he spent at Leeton and by December he was back 
playing First Grade Cricket with the Manly District Club. In April 1940 it was also announced that he 
was to be the Coach of the Manly Reserve Grade Rugby Union team. 
  

          
                     Daily Telegraph 17 December 1939                                                Kiama Independent 13 April 1940 

 
By 1939-40, Clyde had really come to the fore, captaining the Manly District  First Grade Cricket 
team  from that season until the end of the 1942-43 season. Clyde had matured as a player and had 
control of team selections. He was no doubt respected by his peers, playing with and against some 
of the greats of the game in the Sydney competition. In September 1941 he was selected as a 
member of Stan McCabe's Australian XI in a "patriotic" match at Eastwood. 
 



     
                                   The Sun 10 September 1941                                                  Daily Telegraph 23 November 1941

 
In February 1942 Clyde Cant was selected in a 
Sydney representative cricket team to play 
against an Army cricket team. In that team 
were cricket greats including Stan McCabe, 
Vic Jackson, Jack Chegwyn, George Powell, Bill 
O'Reilly and Victor Trumper.  
  

                        The Sun 19 February 1942 

Clyde Cant married in July 1942 and enlisted at Manly NSW for service in the Second World War. 
Interestingly he recorded his birth date as 23 February 1910, which would have made him three 
years younger than he actually was. 
 
Clyde Cant mixed with some of the great 
cricketers of his time and during the war a 
high level of camaraderie was evident 
amongst the sporting fraternity. An article in 
the Sun newspaper in March 1944 highlighted 
the close relationship players had when South 
Australian, Tom Klose who was stationed with 
the Army near Sydney was invited to play with 
the Marrickville team but had no kit. A 
number of the top Sydney cricketers, 
including Clyde Cant, got together and put 
together some gear for Tom Klose so that he 
could play. 

 
                        The Sun 28 March 1944

 
In June 1947 Clyde Cant's father, Martin Cant, died at Manly, NSW. His obituary gave an insight into 
the movements of the Cant family in the early years and provides confirmation and connections with 
key locations during Clyde's extensive sporting career. 
 

 
Kiama Independent 11 June 1947 

 



Clyde Cant achieved a lot in a disjointed and sometimes tumultuous football career. Clyde perhaps 
could have achieved a lot more had he been a bit more reliable and curtailed his attitude at times, 
but perhaps it was these attributes that made him stand out from others around him.  
 
There was a great deal of pressure and expectation on Clyde Cant from the time he was recognised 
as a "schoolboy star." To meet those expectations over an extended period at the top level is a 
difficult thing to achieve. As Clyde matured he appeared to enjoy his sport more and the 
camaraderie that went with it.  
 
Arthur Cyril Clyde Cant died at Balwyn, Victoria in March 1957 at the age of 50. He was recorded as a 
Company Director at the time of his death. He is buried at the Boroondara General Cemetery, Kew, 
Victoria, Plot R/C E 0100. 
 
 
 


