Alf Joass

..... was the older brother of William "Ranji" Joass. The brothers played rugby union with St George in
the Sydney First Grade competition from 1906 until 1910. Alf Joass came across to Wests in 1911 with
his brother Ranji to play rugby league and was immediately selected for First Grade.

Alf Joass played all thirteen competition games in First Grade in 1911 and did the same the following
year. In two seasons with Wests, he scored six tries and kicked seven goals for a total of thirty two
points. While that doesn’t appear to be a lot by today’s standards, it is worth noting that he was the
second highest try scorer in 1911 and the highest try scorer in 1912.

Alf Joass didn’t play the first two rounds of the competition in 1913, but in round three he was brought
into the team. Some newspaper reports indicate that he was selected in the run on side replacing
Tedda Courtney who had moved to the front row. His more famous brother, Ranji was listed as a
reserve for that match. However, other reports indicate that Alf Joass came on during the first half of
the game to replace his brother, Raniji.

Either way it is evident that Alf Joass was on the field that day and that he didn’t see out the game as
he was sent off in the closing stages. Alf received a one month suspension for his indiscretion.

Several players who were ordered off the
field last Saturday will have time to rumin-
ate upon their indiscretion. A. Joass| of the
Western Suburbs First Grade team, was sus-
pended for a month at a meeting of the
League on Wednesday night. Other players
dealt with and ordered to stand down wer~
Thackeray (Western Suburbs 1I1.), three
s 3 SR pone weeks; Glazebrook (Eastern Suburbs IT1.0,
Just ]J]'iﬁ-l‘ to the close A. -]'0355, who had re- two weeks: Dowge]]((Wpstern Suburbs I1.).
liéved his brother in the first half, was sent off two weeks; and Lyons (South Sydney Kin-
the field. p : kora), two weeks.
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Alf Joass was twenty nine years of age in 1913, so the suspension that he received may have
contributed to his retirement. There is no record of Alf Joass playing First Grade rugby league beyond

that point.

Alf lived the remainder of his life in the St George district and died at Rockdale, NSW in March 1965.




