WESTERN WESTERN
SUBURBS 1981 Round 6 Saturday 2nd May North Sydney Oval SUBURBS
Western Suburbs 19 def. North Sydney 4
Garry DOWLING Fullback Chris LUCKMAN
John RIBOT Wing Allan SHEPPARD
Ross CONLON Centre Keith HARRIS
Greg COX Centre John ADAM (c)
lan SCHUBERT Wing Mark HARRIS
Terry LAMB Five-eighth Paul McCAFFERY
Alan NEIL (c) Half Kevin WILSON
Jim LEIS Lock Alan BURNS
George MOROKO Second Row Mark GRAHAM
Bob COOPER Second Row Rod HENNIKER
Terry LEABEATER Front Row Don McKINNON
Jack JEFFRIES Hooker Tony SPRINGALL
Paul MERLO Front Row Stan JURD
Tom ARBER Replacement Lance HORE
Tries Ross CONLON
John RIBOT
Terry LAMB
Alan NEIL

lan SCHUBERT

Goals Greg COX (2) Rod HENNIKER (2)

Match Description

North Sydney: Full-back: C Luckman; three-quarters: A Sheppard, K Harris, J Adam (c), M Harris; five-eighth: P McCaffery; half: K Wilson;
forwards: A Burns, R Henniker, M Graham, S Jurd, T Springall, D McKinnon

Western Suburbs: Full-back: G Dowling; three-quarters: J Ribot, R Conlon, G Cox, | Schubert; five-eighth: T Lamb; half: A Neil (c); forwards: J
Leis, G Moroko, R Cooper, T Leabeater, J Jeffries, P Merlo Referee: G Hartley (Sun 4th May 1981)

John Ribot must have played his way into one of the Sydney Rugby league teams —and it should be the Firsts — after his magnificent match at
North Sydney Oval yesterday. Ribot, Western Suburbs former representative lock turned winger, was one of the class players in his team’s 19-
4 annihilation of North Sydney, scoring one try and featuring in three others. .... Everything the big winger did had the touch of polish that
separates good players from representative players. Whenever he touched the ball, Norths were in trouble. He knew just one way to go and
that was straight for the line ... and heaven help anyone in his way. .... Wests threw aside the indifferent form of recent weeks in yesterday’s
impressive display, and was a rude awakening for the Bears. Wests started to get their football act together when Alan Neil, the team captain
and half-back, took a more dominant part in the game. The captaincy has perched rather heavily on young Neil, one of the brightest attacking
players in the competition. He is normally the architect of much of Wests’ attack. But lately he has been more concerned about the other
players than himself. “I sat down and had a long talk to coach Roy Masters during the week,” Neil said. “Roy told me not to worry about
anyone else but to do a bit more myself. Normally | am not a talker on the field but | started to make myself heard a bit more. Out there | had
a lot more help from the players.” With Neil firing around the scrums and rucks, the Wests’ attack and defence had a more positive look about
it. .... Masters, who was able to really smile for the first time in weeks, was thrilled with his team’s performance. “Some of those tries were
reminiscent of the way we played in 1980”, he said. But what was just as pleasing for Masters was the success of the gigantic gamble he took
in naming Greg Cox and unknown Ross Conlon as the centre combination. Cox last played centre three seasons ago; Conlon, a tall, slender 22-
year-old, played only his fourth grade match of his life yesterday. The way he played, he looked as if he had been there for years. He had the
type of debut that players must dream about. Sixteen minutes after the start he backed up Ribot to score the opening try. He made some
decisive breaks and then 18 minutes from the finish showed his undoubted class with a superb piece of football. With a neat dummy
swallowed by the Norths” defence, Conlon raced through a gap he created and sent a pass inside to lan Schubert. The blond right winger was
knocked over short of the line but regained his feet to dive over. The try was Schubert’s but the honours went to Conlon, who was still grinning
30 minutes after the match. Masters spotted him last year playing in the University Cup competition and persuaded him to come to Wests. He
has had three matches in the under-23s and last Tuesday night he was probably the most surprised young man in Sydney to find himself pitch-
forked into first grade. (The Sun-Herald 3rd May 1981)

Notes: John Ribot was unstoppable in this match and stamped himself as an Australian winger after the game. The talk of the town, however,
was the startling debut of young centre Ross Conlon after only three U23 matches. He scored the first try and was the speedy catalyst for all of
the five tries scored by backs. Ribot’s 70-yard try was regarded as the best of the season and finished off a dazzling backline movement. George
Moroko also made a solid First Grade debut, a bit over-shadowed by Conlon’s performance.




