
1992 Round 3 Sunday 5th April Parramatta Stadium 

                 Western Suburbs 22        def.                 Parramatta 16 

  Russell WYER  Fullback   Andrew FITZHENRY   
 Mark BELL   Wing   Michael ERICKSON                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 Andrew FARRAR  Centre   Rod COLLINS                                                                                                              
 Terry HILL   Centre   David WOODS                                                        
 Wayne SIMONDS  Wing   Scott MAHON                                                    
 Jim DYMOCK  Five-eighth  Jason BELL                                                                                                           
 Jason TAYLOR  Half   Peter STERLING (c)                                                                                   
 Jason LIDDEN  Lock   Brett KENNY                                                                                          
 Paul LANGMACK  Second Row  Mark LAURIE                                                                        
 Bob LINDNER  Second Row  Cameron BLAIR                                                                                   
 David GILLESPIE  Front Row  Greg DRAKE                                                             
 Joe THOMAS (c)   Hooker   Ryan SCHOFIELD                                                                                 
 Darren BRITT  Front Row  John FEARNLEY 

  Kyle WHITE   Replacement  Joe BARTOLO 
  Stephen BURNS  Replacement  Danny CRNKOVICH 
  Graeme WYNN  Replacement  Paul QUINN 
      Replacement  Chris KING 
   
 
Tries Mark BELL (2)     Jason BELL    
 Stephen BURNS     Cameron BLAIR    
 Russell WYER     Scott MAHON 
  
Goals  Jason TAYLOR (3) Andrew FITZHENRY (2) 
   
 
 

 
Match Description  
Western Suburbs: Full-back: R Wyer; three-quarters: M Bell, A Farrar, T Hill, W Simonds; five-eighth: J Dymock; half: J Taylor; forwards: J 
Lidden, P Langmack, B Lindner, D Gillespie, J Thomas (c), D Britt 
Parramatta: Full-back: A Fitzhenry; three-quarters: M Erickson, R Collins, D Woods, S Mahon; five-eighth: J Bell; half: P Sterling (c); forwards: B 
Kenny, M Laurie, C Blair, G Drake, R Schofield, J Fearnley     Referee: K Jeffes   (Big League 8th April 1992) 
 
Peter Sterling’s father Max blamed the Parramatta players for not giving the champion halfback enough protection in a dramatic aftermath to 
yesterday’s loss to Western Suburbs. As his son lay in hospital undergoing an arthroscopy, Max Sterling claimed the former Test star must 
consider giving the game away because of the lack of support he receives from teammates. “I don’t like to bag the other Parramatta players, 
but they don’t give him any protection,” Mr Sterling said. “He’s on a hiding to nothing and I hate to see him get a belting every week. If he’s 
out again for any length of time, he has to consider retirement. I don’t like to wish the end of him but he’ll always be involved somewhere and 
I think he has the makings of a fine coach.” The result of yesterday’s match was overshadowed by the drama over the champion halfback, who 
left the field after being felled in a heavy David Gillespie tackle late in the first half. Parramatta held on gamely in Sterling’s absence, leading 
the fancied Wests’ side until 16 minutes from the finish only to run out of petrol. The Magpies looked far from impressive in recording their 
first premiership points for the season, making hard work of disposing of the Eels. “It’s a relief to get a win up but there is still plenty of work to 
do,” coach Warren Ryan said. “Our defence was very good and we held Parramatta out for some long periods. But we did some stupid things 
and we can still play a lot better.” The Eels again started well, notching the first try through winger Scott Mahon after intelligent lead-up work 
by Sterling, Jason Bell and Rod Collins near the Wests’ line. But as Collins delivered the final pass, he fell awkwardly on his knee and suffered 
cruciate ligament damage which is likely to put him out for the year. The Magpies hit back with a couple of quick tries, with man-of-the-match 
Jason Lidden putting fullback Russell Wyer over and then Mark Bell crossing after a Terry Hill chip-kick. Bell, the Eels’ best player, put the home 
side back in front at the break with an 80-metre intercept try, latching onto a loose Jason Taylor pass. The Eels had plenty of chances to put 
Wests away in the second half but couldn’t cross the line and then caved in to a late Wests’ onslaught. The turning point of the match came 
midway through the second half when Parramatta 12-10, hammered the Wests’ line for 27 consecutive tackles. The Magpies repelled 
everything Parramatta threw at them and then worked play downfield, with Lidden combining with Jim Dymock to put winger Mark Bell over. 
“Once we held them out for so long, I knew we’d win it,” an exhausted Wests’ skipper Joe Thomas said. “It was courageous stuff, especially in 
the hot conditions, and I can’t praise the other forwards highly enough.” ..(Daily Telegraph Mirror 6th April 1992) 
 

……………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Notes: This was a match highlighted by Wests’ exceptional defence. In one period they held out Parramatta for 27 consecutive tackles, a 
sterling effort, considering the heat. The match was notable for another serious shoulder injury to Peter Sterling, an injury that would 
eventually lead to his retirement after a brilliant career. Bob Lindner and Jason Lidden were Wests’ best, while Mark Bell showed his high speed 
level to score two good tries.  
    

 


