
1981 Round 20 Sunday 16th August Penrith Park 

                 Western Suburbs 17       def.                       Penrith 15 

  Garry JACK   Fullback   Mark LEVY    
 John RIBOT   Wing   Kevin POBJIE                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 Michael DUKE  Centre   Rod WRIGHT                                                                                                                
 Mark BEAVEN  Centre   Allan WOODS                                                         
 Warren BOLAND (c)  Wing   Ken WOLFE                                                    
 Terry LAMB   Five-eighth  Kevin DANN                                                                                                           
 Alan NEIL   Half   Henry FOSTER                                                                                    
 Greg COX   Lock   Royce SIMMONS                                                                                           
 George MOROKO  Second Row  Lew PLATZ                                                                        
 Trevor RYAN   Second Row  Lew ZIVANOVIC                                                                                   
 John DONNELLY  Front Row  Brad WAUGH                                                             
 Jack JEFFRIES   Hooker   Jamie JONES                                                                                   
 Tom ARBER   Front Row  Tim SHEENS (c) 

  Ross CONLON  Replacement  Steve MARTIN 
  Garry DOWLING  Replacement   
  Paul MERLO   Replacement 
  John MCLEOD  Replacement   
 
 
Tries Garry JACK      Kevin DANN 
  George MOROKO     Allan WOODS 
  Ross CONLON     Ken WOLFE    

  
Goals  Greg COX (4) Kevin DANN (3) 
   
 
 

 
Match Description  
Penrith: Full-back: M Levy; three-quarters: K Pobjie, R Wright, A Woods, K Wolfe; five-eighth: K Dann; half; H Foster; forwards: R Simmons, L 
Zivanovic, L Platz, B Waugh, J Jones, T Sheens (c) 
Western Suburbs: Full-back: G Jack; three-quarters: J Ribot, M Duke, M Beaven, W Boland (c); five-eighth: T Lamb; half: A Neil; forwards: G 
Cox, G Moroko, T Ryan, J Donnelly, J Jeffries, T Arber        Referee: D Braybrook   (The Sun 17th August 1981) 
 
John Ribot, Western Suburbs’ blockbusting Rugby League Test winger, turned the clock back two years when he inspired the Magpies to a 
thrilling 17-15 win over a luckless Penrith at Penrith Park yesterday. Ribot, playing in the second-row for the last 15 minutes, set up the match-
winning try five minutes from full time to help keep alive Wests’ semi-final hopes. It was the first time that the former Queenslander had 
played in the forwards since the coach Roy Masters switched him to the wing during the 1979 season. Until his switch yesterday, Ribot had 
been having a poor match and, in fact, had missed tackles which led to two of Penrith’s tries. “I suppose you can call him the villain and the 
hero,” a much-relieved Masters said. Once Ribot was moved closer to the action he picked up his play considerably, making several strong runs 
and stiffening the defence. Despite Ribot’s final 15-minute performance, Masters discounted any possibility of moving him back to the 
forwards permanently. Masters said: “It was a one-off thing. We needed someone fresh in the forwards and Ribot fitted the bill.” But Masters 
did reveal that there were changes in the wind for Western Suburbs in their next match. “If you noticed, I took off a centre and a prop today. 
Those positions are causing me concern and are still open,” he said. Midway through the second half he replaced the centre Michael Duke and 
the prop John Donnelly. Both look like spending some time in reserve grade. Ross Conlon, who came on as a replacement, should find himself 
back in first grade on Tuesday night. Conlon was on the field for only four minutes when he touched the ball for the first time to sprint 40 
metres and score in the corner. That try, and Greg Cox’s conversion from the sideline, put the Magpies back into the game and they finished 
much too strongly for Penrith. Cox was one of the unsung heroes. He was sickened by a sensational, but legal “hit” by Penrith’s Ken Wolfe only 
minutes before making the conversion. Cox was nursing a sore jaw after the match and will have precautionary x-rays to day. A draw would 
have been a fitting result yesterday. Certainly, Penrith did not deserve to lose. They gave the game everything and looked as though they 
would pull off an upset when they led 12-5 and 15-12 during the second half. …The star of the match was Penrith’s full-back Mark Levy, who 
turned in a complete game. Levy kicked superbly in open play, took several “bombs” under pressure, made two try-saving tackles, and had a 
hand in one of Penrith’s tries. Not far behind him were his team-mates Royce Simmons, Lew Platz and Kevin Dann. Wests’ best were the full-
back Garry Jack, Mark Beaven and George Moroko. (Sydney Morning Herald 17th August 1981) 
 

……………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Notes: Wests prevailed in one of the most exciting matches of the year when John Ribot, who had had a poor match, moved into the forwards 
in the last 15 minutes, replaced by Garry Dowling on the wing. It proved a stroke of genius as his speed worried the tiring Penrith forwards and 
he set up the winning George Moroko try with six minutes to go. Greg Cox, playing with concussion after a brutal legal hit, kicked the winning 
conversion. George Motoko was the best forward on the field and Garry Jack finally demonstrated his real ability with a great game at full-
back. 

 


