
1981 Round 19 Sunday 9th August Cumberland Oval 

                    Parramatta 32       def.            Western Suburbs 5 

 Steve McKENZIE   Fullback   Garry JACK    
 Geoff GREEN  Wing   Warren BOLAND (c)                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 Michael CRONIN  Centre   Trevor COGGER                                                                                                                 
 Steve ELLA   Centre   Mark BEAVEN                                                        
 Eric GROTHE   Wing   Ian SCHUBERT                                                     
 Brett KENNY   Five-eighth  Terry LAMB                                                                                                     
 Peter STERLING  Half   Alan NEIL                                                                               
 Ray PRICE   Lock   Greg COX                                                                                            
 Kevin STEVENS  Second Row  George MOROKO                                                                     
 Steve SHARP  Second Row  Trevor RYAN                                                                                    
 Ron HILDITCH  Front Row  Tom ARBER                                                                
 Steve EDGE (c)  Hooker   Jack JEFFRIES                                                                                        
 Bob O’REILLY  Front Row  Paul MERLO 
 John MUGGLETON  Replacement  Bob COOPER 
 Brett GARNON  Replacement 
  
       
 
Tries  Steve ELLA (2)     Ian SCHUBERT 
  Eric GROTHE (2)          
  Geoff GREEN        
  Brett KENNY 
   
   
Goals  Michael CRONIN (7)     Greg COX (1) 
          
          
 
Match Description   
Western Suburbs: Full-back: G Jack; three-quarters: I Schubert, M Beaven, T Cogger, W Boland (c); five-eighth: T Lamb; half: A Neil; forwards: G 
Cox, G Moroko, T Ryan, T Arber, J Jeffries, P Merlo 
Parramatta: Full-back: S McKenzie; three-quarters: G Green, M Cronin, S Ella, E Grothe; five-eighth: B Kenny; half: P Sterling; forwards: R Price, 
K Stevens, S Sharp, R Hilditch, S Edge (c), R O’Reilly        Referee: G Hartley   (The Sun 10th August 1981) 
 
All the frustration of 10 successive defeats by Wests was swept away in 80 minutes of barnstorming football from Parramatta at Cumberland 
Oval. Parramatta won 32-5, leap-frogging the club into second place on the premiership table and suggesting the club has its best chance of 
winning the competition since 1976. It was a sparkling Parramatta performance that produced some memorable free-running tries backed by a 
merciless defence. Wests, drastically revamped and needing to win to stay in fifth spot, fell apart. A brave defensive effort that withstood 
some intense Parramatta pressure finally showed a chink in the 21st minute and Steve Ella galloped 78 metres for a converted try. Ella’s try 
was like a finger being poked into a small hole in the defensive tapestry and pulled. The tackling that had been so sound was ripped and torn 
as Parramatta scampered through to score 23 points from five tries in 16 minutes and lead 23-0 at half-time. If Parramatta had a fault, it was 
that, after cornering their quarry, they did not go in for the kill in the second half. For Wests collectively and winger Ian Schubert individually, 
the match was a disaster. Wests now drop to sixth place on 19 points and need to win their remaining three games to be any hope of a semi-
final spot. Schubert indicated that his chequered Sydney career is close to an end. It was his ineffectual defence that let in three Parramatta 
tries – including the first two. The tries, like another scored by Parramatta – came directly from Wests’ clearing kicks, which caused more 
problems than they solved. The first kick from five-eighth Terry Lamb was retrieved by Parramatta full-back Steve McKenzie, the ball passing 
on to Brett Kenny and finally Ella, who cleaved through the defence. Wests had no sooner finished their team talk behind the post during the 
conversion than winger Eric Grothe was running 50m to score, starting a procession that saw Kenny (29th minute), Jeff Green (31st) and 
Grothe (37th) score. It was entertaining football that delighted the crowd of 16,366 – Parramatta’s biggest home gate this season after a well-
planned advertising campaign. For Wests, the playing pattern that has conquered Parramatta since the first round in 1976, was ineffective 
yesterday against a side determined to end the humiliation. Masters’ daring gamble of drastically altering his side didn’t work. Even the old 
stand-by of claiming his future as a coach rested on the players’ performance couldn’t get Wests going. .. (Daily Telegraph 10th August 1981) 
 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Notes:  Wests continued with their poor form although this outstanding Parramatta team ran hot for 15 minutes in the first half and blew 
Wests away, putting on 23 unanswered points. There were multiple team changes for this match including Garry Jack to full-back, replacing 
Garry Dowling, Trevor Cogger into centre, Greg Cox back at lock and Trevor Ryan into the second row for Bob Cooper. None of the changes 
seemed to make any difference. 

 


