
1981 Round 14 Sunday 5th July Lidcombe Oval 

                 Western Suburbs 22       def.                      Canterbury 5 

  Garry DOWLING  Fullback   Joe REAICHE    
 John RIBOT   Wing   Steve WANT                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 Ross CONLON  Centre   Chris MORTIMER                                                                                                                
 Mark BEAVEN  Centre   Peter MORTIMER                                                         
 Ian SCHUBERT  Wing   Steve GEARIN                                                    
 Terry LAMB   Five-eighth  Neil BAKER                                                                                                           
 Alan NEIL (c)   Half   Steve MORTIMER                                                                                    
 Greg COX   Lock   Allan GEELAN                                                                                           
 Paul MERLO   Second Row  Peter CASSILLES                                                                        
 Bob COOPER  Second Row  Graeme HUGHES (c)                                                                                   
 Terry LEABEATER  Front Row  Greg COOK                                                             
 Jack JEFFRIES   Hooker   Pat ENGLISH                                                                                   
 Tom ARBER   Front Row  John COVENEY 

  Wayne SMITH  Replacement  Craig MADSEN 
  Bruce CLARK   Replacement  George FAHD 
  Col DENNIS   Replacement 
 
 
Tries Jack JEFFRIES     Joe REAICHE 
  Ian SCHUBERT 
  John RIBOT 
  Greg COX 
      
Goals  Ross CONLON (5) Steve GEARIN (1) 
   
   
 

 
Match Description  
Canterbury-Bankstown: Full-back: J Reaiche; three-quarters: S Want, C Mortimer, P Mortimer, S Gearin; five-eighth: N Baker; half: S Mortimer; 
forwards: A Geelan, P Cassilles, G Hughes (c), G Cook, P English, J Coveney 
Western Suburbs: Full-back: G Dowling; three-quarters: J Ribot, R Conlon, M Beaven, I Schubert; five-eighth: T Lamb; half: A Neil (c); forwards: 
G Cox, P Merlo, R Cooper, T Leabeater, J Jeffries, T Arber        Referee: M Weekes   (The Sun 6th July 1981) 
 
For League’s “villains” at Lidcombe yesterday, revenge was sweet and, for the fallen heroes, the endings just keep getting unhappier. Wests’ 
bad boys slammed Canterbury 22-5, but waited until after the match to really lay the boot into the stricken premiers. “The gum drop kids” and 
“the good boys were our easiest game this year,” were among the jibes that flew from an elated Wests’ locker room. For the past two seasons 
Wests have been beaten by Canterbury in semi-finals and as Roy Masters’ men mounted yet another challenge, they were well satisfied to 
completely bury the spiritless Bulldogs. Canterbury argued otherwise but in the final analysis a disputed try in the 20th minute mattered little. 
Canterbury played as though they were waiting to be beaten and, at the end of 80 minutes, they were glad to get off the paddock. A blind-side 
raid saw Test winger John Ribot off-load to lock Greg Cox and the ball dropped onto his boot before he regained possession and touched 
down. He was awarded a try by referee Martin Weekes. … Their forwards thoroughly outplayed a pack without authority and the less 
experienced Wests’ backs were just as convincing. In fairness to Canterbury, they were without seven of last year’s grand final winning players 
and the tally was made eight when captain Graeme Hughes failed to return for the second half with Wests in total command at 12-2. After Cox 
scored, Wests kept up the pressure until big winger Ian Schubert powered through Steve Gearin to score in the 28th minute. (The Sun 6th July 
1981) 
 
Ailing premiers Canterbury sank further into oblivion at Lidcombe Oval yesterday when it was trounced 22-5 by Western Suburbs. The hapless 
Bulldogs looked a beaten outfit from the moment they took the field and offered little resistance as Wests ran in four tries to one. The 
Magpies at times pieced together some good football but their efforts were assisted by the shoddy Canterbury defence. Wests opened their 
account in the 19th minute when lock Greg Cox scored a controversial try after John Ribot lost the ball close to the Canterbury line. The 
Magpies shot further ahead soon after when winger Ian Schubert brushed aside some flimsy defence to race over. The home side had the 
match well in its keeping at half-time, leading 10-2. One of the highlights of the first half was a magnificent penalty goal by Wests’ centre Ross 
Conlon from 52 metres out. ….. The only sour points to come out of the match for Wests were injuries to Conlon and his centre partner Mark 
Beaven. The Magpies have a tough week ahead with a Tooth Cup match against Manly on Wednesday night. (Daily Telegraph 6th July 1981) 
 

……………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Notes: Tom Arber realised his enormous potential in this match. He led many of the forward charges and the rest of the pack followed him 
through the gaps. Ross Conlon also had a great game; making many breaks and kicking a 52 metre goal, one of five. Mark Beaven was also 
penetrative but both centres suffered injuries late in the game.  

 


