
1981 Round 10 Sunday 31st May Leichhardt Oval 

                 Western Suburbs 14       def.                         Balmain 7 

  Garry DOWLING  Fullback   Phil SCHAEFFER    
 John RIBOT   Wing   Mark LAWSON                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 Ross CONLON  Centre   Allan McMAHON                                                                                                                
 Mark BEAVEN  Centre   Wayne WIGHAM                                                         
 Ian SCHUBERT  Wing   Larry COROWA                                                    
 Terry LAMB   Five-eighth  Olsen FILIPAINA                                                                                                           
 Alan NEIL (c)   Half   Percy KNIGHT (c)                                                                                    
 Jim LEIS   Lock   Neil PRINGLE                                                                                           
 George MOROKO  Second Row  Gerard CROWE                                                                        
 Bob COOPER  Second Row  Gary SPEARS                                                                                   
 Terry LEABEATER  Front Row  Ian THOMSON                                                             
 Jack JEFFRIES   Hooker   Neil WHITTAKER                                                                                   
 Paul MERLO   Front Row  Rod MORRIS 

  Tom ARBER   Replacement  Kerry HEMSLEY 
         
 
 
Tries Terry LAMB      Larry COROWA 
  Ross CONLON 
      
Goals  Ross CONLON (4) Olsen FILIPAINA (2) 
   
   
 

 
Match Description  
Western Suburbs: Full-back: G Dowling; three-quarters: J Ribot, R Conlon, M Beaven, I Schubert; five-eighth: T Lamb; half: A Neil (c); forwards: 
J Ribot, G Moroko, R Cooper, T Leabeater, J Jeffries, P Merlo 
Balmain: Full-back: P Schaefer; three-quarters: M Lawson, A McMahon, W Wigham, L Corowa; five-eighth: O Filipaina; half: P Knight; forwards: 
N Pringle, G Crowe, G Spears, I Thomson, N Whittaker, R Morris        Referee: C Ward   (The Sun 1st June 1981) 
 
Ross Conlon, the Western Suburbs rookie Rugby League centre, overcame a week of controversy to spearhead the Magpies to a 14-7 win 
against Balmain at Leichhardt Oval yesterday. Conlon, 20, the subject of a clearance dispute, showed that the rumpus has had no effect on his 
play. With the aplomb of a veteran, Conlon opened up the Balmain defence with several incisive bursts in the opening minutes and finished 
the match with 11 points. He backed up a superb break by the lock Jim Leis to score Wests’ first try after 23 minutes, then his goal was the first 
of four in a row. He had two earlier unsuccessful penalty goal kicks. The coach Roy Masters was impressed with his side’s performance, 
especially their defence. Commenting on the week’s headlines he said: “The administration of the club convinced the players that the matter 
was in hand and we didn’t expect it to affect their play. If Balmain are the worst team in the competition, then I’m grateful for every two 
points we get,” he said.  
 
Balmain were unable to capitalise on a mammoth penalty count of 17-8 and plenty of possession from scrums. The Balmain defence was 
scratchy, particularly in the first half, and Wests looked as though they might take charge at any time, despite having only a slender 7-4 lead at 
the break. The Wests’ half, Alan Neil, felt the lead should have been greater but for the referee Chris Ward disallowing a touchdown in the 
seventh minute. Neil had kicked ahead a loose ball before diving in the in-goal but Ward ruled a Balmain player had kicked the ball dead. “I got 
a hand to it for sure,” Neil said later. Wests took the game away from Balmain when the five-eighth Terry Lamb scored four minutes into the 
second half. Following an overhead kick from Neil which went across the field, Lamb gathered the ball on the first bounce with the Balmain 
defence nowhere to be seen. Continually forced to back-pedal because of the penalty count, Wests opened up after 22 minutes of the second 
half and Larry Corowa scored the Tigers’ only try after the centre Allan McMahon had made a break. The five-eighth Olsen Filipaina missed a 
simple conversion and, although Balmain still trailed 12-7, they appeared to be finishing strongly. The second-rower Gary Spears spoilt the 
momentum when he was sent to the sin-bin for five minutes in the 28th minute and the resultant penalty was converted by Conlon. (Sydney 
Morning Herald 1st June 1981) 
 
 
 

……………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 
Notes: Played in greasy conditions, this game featured some very fiery forward clashes, with eight cautions being handed out. Terry Lamb 
continued his outstanding form and it was the Lamb/Neil/Conlon combination which tore Balmain apart. The Lamb try, which came off an Alan 
Neil set-play kick, changed the game at a critical moment. Wests moved into second place on the ladder with this win.  
 

 

 


