
1992 Round 1 Sunday 22nd March Leichhardt Oval 

                      Balmain 15       def.           Western Suburbs 8 

 Garry JACK   Fullback   Anthony XUEREB    
 Clint ROBINSON  Wing   Mark BELL                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 Ian McCANN   Centre   Terry HILL                                                                                                                 
 David BAYSSARI  Centre   Andrew FARRAR                                                        
 Tim BRASHER  Wing   Darren WILLIS                                                    
 Will ROBINSON  Five-eighth  Jim DYMOCK                                                                                                   
 Brian SMITH   Half   Jason TAYLOR                                                                              
 Martin MASELLA  Lock   Jason LIDDEN                                                                                         
 John ELIAS   Second Row  Paul LANGMACK                                                                     
 Paul SIRONEN  Second Row  Bob LINDNER                                                                                  
 Steve EDMED  Front Row  David GILLESPIE                                                                
 Ben ELIAS    Hooker   Joe THOMAS (c)                                                                                        
 Steve ROACH (c)  Front Row  Darren BRITT 
 Peter PHILLIPS  Replacement  Graeme WYNN 
 Gary McFARLANE  Replacement  Tony RAMPLING 
 David BROOKS  Replacement   
      
      
Tries  Clint ROBINSON (2)     Darren WILLIS 
         Mark BELL 
   
Goals  Brian SMITH (2)  
  David BAYSSARI (1) 
  Ben ELIAS (1) Field Goal 
     
 

Match Description   
Balmain: Full-back: G Jack; three-quarters: C Robinson, I McCann, D Bayssari, T Brasher; five-eighth: W Robinson; half: B Smith; forwards: M 
Masella, P Sironen, J Elias, S Edmed, B Elias, S Roach (c) 
Western Suburbs: Full-back: A Xuereb; three-quarters: M Bell, A Farrar, T Hill, D Willis; five-eighth: J Dymock; half: J Taylor; forwards: J Lidden, 
B Lindner, P Langmack, D Gillespie, J Thomas (c), D Britt    Referee: G McCallum   (Big League 25th March 1992) 
 
Balmain president George Stone summed up the relief in Tigertown yesterday when he described his side’s epic 15-8 first-up win over Wests 
as its most important since 1944. While coach Alan Jones and his players kept post-match celebrations low-key there’s no doubt the victory 
blew away the shroud of gloom that enveloped Leichhardt after a series of disasters last year. Before the game, Jones promised the Tiger 
faithful his men would produce the goods no matter what – and he was true to his word. There was no happier man than President Stone who 
late last year had to survive a coup attempt against his management team at the annual club elections because the Tigers had failed to make 
the final five. “I’ve been with Balmain since 1944 through thick and thin and in that time, we’ve never needed a first-up win as badly as we did 
today,” Stone said. “Our coach Alan Jones, the players and the management were put under what I believe was largely unfair pressure last 
year. But that situation served only to pull us together and today’s result proves the Tigers are back.” The game was billed as a grudge match 
between Jones and his Western Suburbs rival Warren Ryan but after the dust settled both were at pains to play down that theory. “There has 
never been a battle between Ryan and myself,” Jones said. “Sure, there is a bit of needle but coaches don’t play the game, players do. I don’t 
put “Coach” in my income tax and when Ryan was in strife in the past, I publicly supported him. There is a sense of relief for everybody in the 
club because of the win but today was just the beginning and we have to go on with it. At the very least we proved we don’t go around willy-
nilly throwing the ball over our heads.” The game had just about everything to satisfy the purists with end-to-end action, spectacular tries and 
a physical contest that left players and spectators breathless. It also had the regulation tinge of controversy with the Magpies claiming their 
winger Darren Willis scored a legitimate try three minutes from time. Willis told club officials he grounded the ball cleanly but in-goal touch 
judge Dave O’Keefe and referee Greg McCallum disagreed. While the teams scored two tries each it was a combination of never-say-die 
defence on Balmain’s part and bungling from Wests that kept the home fires burning. Losing their playmaker and tactical kicker Brian Smith 
with a serious calf muscle tear after 27 minutes could have wrecked the Tigers’ chances. But if anything, his absence strengthened their 
resolve to meticulously follow the major plank of the Jones’ game plan. “I asked them to be patient and the chances would come and there 
wasn’t a man who deviated from that path,” Jones said.  … But there were times when Wests looked to have Balmain’s measure and even 
appeared to be cruising in attack. Clever Paul Langmack was the architect of Wests’ two tries scored by wingers Mark Bell and Willis. (Daily 
Telegraph 23rd March 1992) 

 
…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Notes: This was a match of end-to-end action, combined with some very rugged defence. New players for Wests were Tony Xuereb and Darren 
Willis from Penrith, Mark Bell from Canberra and Terry Hill from Souths. Tony Xuereb had a poor debut, dropping four balls, while Darren Willis’ 
no-try minutes from the end which could have levelled the scores, was adamantly claimed to be fair by Wests’ officials and players. Paul 
Langmack and Andrew Farrar were outstanding for Wests in a match where all the close decisions seemed to go Balmain’s way.  

 


