WESTERN . . WESTERN
SUBURBS 1992 Minor Semi Sunday 6th September Sydney Sports SUBURBS

Newcastle 21 def. Western Suburbs 2

Brad GODDEN Fullback Jason ALCHIN

Robbie O’'DAVIS Wing Mark BELL

Adrian BRUNKER Centre Andrew FARRAR

John SCHUSTER Centre Terry HILL

Tony HERMAN Wing Darren WILLIS

Michael HAGAN (c) Five-eighth Jim DYMOCK

Matthew RODWELL Half Jason TAYLOR

Marc GLANVILLE Lock Jason LIDDEN

David MULLANE Second Row Bob LINDNER

David BOYD Second Row Paul LANGMACK (c)

Paul HARRAGON Front Row David GILLESPIE

Robbie McCORMACK Hooker Joe THOMAS

Mark SARGENT Front Row Darren BRITT

Tony BUTTERFIELD Replacement Graeme WYNN

Glenn MILLER Replacement Damien McGARRY

Replacement Chris WARREN
Replacement Kyle WHITE

Tries Robbie O’DAVIS (2)
Glenn MILLER
Brad GODDEN
Goals John SCHUSTER (2) Jason TAYLOR (1)

Michael HAGAN (1) Field Goal

Match Description

Newcastle: Full-back: B Godden; three-quarters: R O’Davis, A Brunker, J Schuster, T Herman; five-eighth: M Hagan (c); half: M Rodwell;
forwards: M Glanville, D Mullane, D Boyd, P Harragon, R McCormack, M Sargent

Western Suburbs: Full-back: J Alchin; three-quarters: M Bell, A Farrar, T Hill, D Willis; five-eighth: J Dymock; half: J Taylor; forwards: J Lidden, P
Langmack (c), B Lindner, D Gillespie, ) Thomas, D Britt Referee: G McCallum (Big League 9th September 1992)

The Newcastle Knights performed a second-half mercy killing on Wests in yesterday’s sudden-death semi-final at the Sydney Football Stadium.
Wests, groggy and reeling on the ropes for most of the first half, were put to the sword by the Knights after the break with a blistering four-
tries-to-nil performance that spoke for itself. ... With props Paul Harragon and Mark Sargent and lock Marc Glanville setting the standard, the
Knights could not have done more damage to Wests’ defensive line had they been mounted on white chargers. Magpie coach Warren Ryan
was quick to state the obvious after his side’s abrupt exit from the playoffs for the second year in a row and chose a meteorological analogy to
explain the feeling in the camp. “The feeling at half-time was that we had been thoroughly outplayed but we were down only 4-2, which to me
was a bonus,” Ryan said. “If you are always trying to weather the storm eventually the storm is going to get you, you’re going to get wet and
blown away. We were in a holding position; they were coming at us and we were hanging on. They set the win up magnificently with their
yardage and field position and when we did manage to get up their end, we managed to bugger things up.” Magpie skipper Paul Langmack was
just as positive about the superiority of the Knights. “We certainly had an off-day, but they consistently rucked the ball 50 and 60 metres up-
field and we were powerless to stop them,” Langmack said. “Sometimes that happens on the football field. | have nothing but praise for the
way they played.” ...... Pressure from Newcastle’s relentless tackling forced a series of errors from Andrew Farrar, Terry Hill and finally Darren
Willis before Miller scored. And Godden’s try after yet another awesome tackle-busting charge from Glanville was one of the most memorable
scored in finals football in recent memory. Godden’s paced and strength saw him blast through tackles by Jason Lidden and Jason Taylor and
giving Willis and Jason Alchin similar treatment near the line. .... There wasn’t a player in the Newcastle side who didn’t earn his stripes in play-
off football. ... Wests have had problems all season in the half-back, five-eighth area and yesterday was no different. But in fairness to Taylor
and Jim Dymock it was difficult operating behind a beaten pack. (The Daily Telegraph Mirror 7th September 1992)

Notes: Only down 2-4 at half-time, Wests seemed to be well in the match but there had been a lot of desperate defending and they were
outplayed very badly in the second half. They didn’t defend at all well in their own quarter and their lack of pace was highlighted. A couple of
the tries came from loose, forced passes as Wests tried desperately to get back into the game but nothing could be taken away from
Newcastle’s outstanding game plan and execution. The pack was beaten again for the second week in a row, but even so, Langmack and
Lindner were the best for Wests.




