
Johnno Rhodes 

 
.......  was a no nonsense front row forward. who played it hard and gave some steel to the Wests 
pack over a long playing career. As a sixteen year old he found himself in trouble for fighting and was 
given a twelve month good behaviour bond by the Burwood Court. He turned his energy and talents 
to rugby league and was graded with Wests in 1924.  
 

 
Ashfield United Rugby League - Undefeated Premiers 1921-1922 

Back Row: H Usher, E Knox (Sec & Treas), R Workman, G Johnson, J Pivetta, E Gibson, J McCabe, J Roberts, E Glover, J Rabbett, G Gray  
Middle: H Casey, C Rhodes (Vice Capt), G. Daisley (Capt), M Outram, R Eldred (Selector), W. McCabe, 

Front: S Brown, F Dunleavy, J Sparks, C Searle, W Rowe (Selector) 

 
Johnno served his apprenticeship in Reserve Grade in 1924 and 1925. The first record of him playing 
with Wests was in a news article when he received a caution from the Rugby League Judiciary. 
 

 
Daily Telegraph 26 August 1924 

 

Johnno made his First Grade debut in 1926, playing only the one game at the top level. He did 
likewise in 1927, but during these years he played twenty nine Reserve Grade games. His break out 
year was in 1928 when he became a regular member of Wests First Grade team. Between 1928 and 
1932 Johnno Rhodes played seventy four First Grade games and only two in Reserve Grade.  
 
Importantly for Wests, Johnno Rhodes improved with age and became an integral part of Wests 
golden period, playing in the finals of the 1929, 1930, 1931 and 1932 seasons. He was a member of 
Wests 1930 premiership team as well as the team that lost the grand final challenge to Souths in 
1932. During these four years he played in every finals match for Wests, nine in total. 
 



Johnno Rhodes played his last season with 
Wests in 1933. Unfortunately Wests had a 
difficult year with the loss of a number of star 
First Grade players to the Kangaroo tour, 
resulting in eight straight losses to end the 
year, with the First Grade team collecting the 
dreaded wooden spoon. Johnno started the 
year in First Grade and played four top grade 
games, interupted by injury. His last First 
Grade game, and the first in Wests run of 
losses, was a dour match against St George 
resulting in a 2-3 loss. A report in the Truth 
newspaper described the poor standard of 
play, but noted that Johnno Rhodes was 
fighting to the end. 

 
The Truth 2 July 1933 - Johnno's last First Grade game

 
There is no record of Johnno Rhodes playing Grade football after 1933. However there was no doubt 
he was held in high regard by the Club as he was one of four players chosen by Wests to be a pall 
bearer at the tragic funeral of team mate Ray Morris in September 1933. Johnno Rhodes played 
seventy nine First Grade games and thirty six Reserve Grade games for Wests. It is known that he 
was selected in Reserve Grade in 1924 and 1925 but results from this period were not readily 
reported. It is also possicle that he played Third Grade games in these years as well. 
 
Johnno Rhodes lived all of his life in the Western Suburbs district. He died at Petersham, NSW in 
November 1966. 
 


