
Gordon Daisley 
 
......... was also recorded playing a Second Grade game for Wests in 1920. He was not listed in the 
Rugby League News program, so must have come into the team as a late inclusion. He had an impact 
in that game scoring two tries, although Wests lost to Easts on the day.  
 
He returned to the Western Suburbs junior A 
Grade competition in 1921 and 1922 where 
he captained the undefeated  Ashfield United 
team who were premiers in those years. Also 
in that Ashfield team was future Wests 
players Cec Rhodes, who was vice captain, 
and William McCabe. By the end of 1922, 
Gordon was back playing in the Wests Second 
Grade team.  
 

 

 
                           Sunday Times 29 August 1920 
 

 
Ashfield United Rugby League - Undefeated Premiers 1921-1922 

Back Row: H Usher (Trainer), E Knox (Sec & Treas), R Workman, G Johnson, J Pivetta, E Gibson, J McCabe, J Roberts, 

E Glover, J Rabbett, G Gray (Trainer), Middle: H Casey, C Rhodes (Vice Capt), G. Daisley (Capt), M Outram, 

R Eldred (Selector), W. McCabe, Front: S Brown, F Dunleavy, J Sparks, C Searle, W Rowe (Selector) 

 
 
No record has been found of Gordon Daisley playing in 1923 or 1924, but he made his mark in 1925. 
Frank McMillan was the encumbent fullback up until the 1925 when he switched over to Balmain for 
the season. This gave Gordon Daisley the opportunity to claim the number one position in First 
Grade, which he did. Gordon played all eleven First Grade games in 1925 for Wests, and his form 
was so good the Cumberland Argus on 4 August 1925 reported that; "Daisley (Wests full back) 
completely overshadowed McMillan, who last year played for Wests. Interchanges of kicks between 
Daisley and McMillan invariably ended in Daisley's favor." 
 
Gordon also impressed the NSW Selectors in 1925. He was picked for the NSW team and played 
against Queensland at the SCG in June 1925, and was again selected for NSW's northern tour in 
August 1925 when he played against Queensland Firsts, Ipswich and Northern Division. 



Frank McMillan returned to Wests in 1926, and while Gordon Daisley arguably had it over McMillan 
in 1925, Frank McMillan wouldn't be denied, which meant that Gordon Daisley like so many other 
good fullbacks had to take a back seat during McMillan's reign. Gordon played only five Reserve 
Grade games in 1926. In 1927 it was a similar story for Gordon. He played in all seventeen rounds of 
the competiton, but fifteen of these were in Reserve Grade. He did play two First Grade games when 
Frank McMillan was unavailable.  
 
Gordon during his time at Wests played thirteen First Grade, and twenty four Reserve Grade games. 
Gordon played more games than the records show, however there are no accurate records prior to 
1922 and it is known from newspaper reports that Gordon played with Wests as early as 1919. From 
the available records it is known that Gordon scored two tries and kicked thirty nine field goals and 
one field goal in all grades during the four seasons between 1922 and1927.  
 
At the end of the 1927 season, football boots were swapped for cricket creams and Gordon was 
back into his other sporting passion, playing cricket. The Daily Telegraph on 19 October 1927 
reported that;  "Gordon Daisley, ex-state fullback in League football circles, soon got busy for 
Ashfield with the willow." 
 
But in November 1927 tradgedy struck. Gordon and a few friends, including Wests player Jerry Brien, 
went to Cattai near Windsor for a picnic and a day of relaxation. At the end of the day, Gordon and 
two mates went for a swim in Cattai Creek. The three intended to swim to the other side of the 
creek but could not exit the water due to the presence of reeds. Gordon was the first to turn around 
and swim back but before he could reach the river bank he turned to his mates and said; "I am 
done!" His mates tried to save him but they almost fell to the same fate. Gordon disappeared below 
the surface and drowned.  
 
Gordon Daisley is buried at Rookwood Cemetery, Rookwood, NSW, Section 6D Part 5, Row 39. On his 
headstone is the inscription, "Our Son - With the love and esteem of his fellow workmates - Gordon" 
 

 
 

 

 

 

                          

            

 


