
Tedda Brooks 
 
...... married, at Ashfield, NSW in 1921, and his wife Marie MacLure was from Croydon. It is likely 
that the couple lived in the Ashfield district at this time which would have residentially qualified 
Tedda to play for Wests in 1922. 
 
Tedda Brooks enlisted with the AIF in January 1915. He was posted to the 20th Battalion A Company, 
and embarked from Australia in June 1915.  He was taken "on strength" in Egypt in September 1915.  
The Newtown Jets web site notes that; "Tedda Brooks, like many of the Anzacs, was an excellent 
soldier when in the front line but less willing to submit to the rigours of army discipline when in the 
support trenches." 
 
His military record makes interesting reading and highlights the independent spirit that made 
Australians such good fighting men, even if they were problematic to their superiors. Brooks was not 
a huge man at 5ft. 5 1/2 ins. in height and weighing 11st. 7lbs. but obviously a tough man, able to 
mix it with the best. 
 
He served at Gallipoli from September to November 1915, but was transferred from the Popes Rest 
clearing station to Alexandria with Jaundice. Ray Gormley, (Wests #10) was also in the 20th Battalion 
at Gallipoli, and likewise was transferred out with dysentery. While large numbers were killed in 
battle, many of the casualties were affected by disease from the insanitary conditions. 
 
Once Tedda arrived back in Egypt a series of incidents occurred that had him in trouble. His first 
offence was being drunk in town and creating a disturbance. This was a fairly common occurrence 
among the troops, particularly after experiencing a period on the front line. However Tedda, pushed 
the patience of the military authorities by being AWOL on several other occasions while in Egypt. 
 
He then signed up to serve on the Western Front and arrived in France in March 1916. He had also 
transferred from the 20th Battalion to the 2nd Pioneers. The Pioneers were a light engineering unit 
attached to each Division and were required to dig trenches, construct strong points and clear the 
battlefield. The 2nd Pioneers served in most of the major battles on the Western Front. 
 
Tedda once again found himself in trouble on 21 July 1916 at Harponville, France. He was charged 
with being drunk in town. The context here is worthy of note. At this time the British had started 
their offensive on Pozieres, and the Australian 2nd Division, of which the 2nd Pioneers were part, 
were being readied for what was to be one of the greatest losses of Australian lives in battle. 
 
The Australian 2nd Division was brought to the front line on 27 July and was sent into battle on the 
night of 28 and 29 July. The battle under General Gough, was ill prepared and under constant 
bombardment resulting in a massive failure. The Australian 2nd Division alone lost more than 3,500 
men. 
 
Notwithstanding these losses, a further attack was being planned for early August but his time with 
better planning and preparation. This required the digging of trenches and building of strong points, 
the work of the Pioneers. Tedda Brooks and his comrades were tasked with this work which had to 
be undertaken at night. This was dangerous work as whenever the Germans detected digging 
parties, they mistook them for troops assembling to attack and called down a barrage. 
 
Over the two week period at Pozieres, the 2nd Pioneers lost 200 men. Tedda Brooks survived 
Pozieres and was recognised in dispatches for; "gallant conduct at Pozieres on 1 August 1916." As a 
result of his gallant conduct, the charge against him on 21 July was expunged. 



Tedda went through the remainder of 1916 without any significant incident and was again 
mentioned in despatches for; "good services rendered." However by the end of the year, the 
conditions on the front were having an effect on him. He had sprained his ankle, had a bout of 
diarrhoea, was admitted to the field hospital with rheumatism, and subsequently was diagnosed 
with myalgia and trench feet. He was evacuated to England for treatment. 
 
He spent much of 1917 in England recuperating and in training. However by September 1917, he had 
clearly had enough of the restrictive army life and decided to see a bit more of England, being AWOL 
for a period of seven weeks and then escaping soon after being arrested in London. For his trouble, 
he received 150 days confinement. 
 
Tedda Brooks returned to Australia in October 1918 with an ulcerated right leg. It should be noted 
that the Newtown Jets web site has Tedda Brooks playing a City Cup match with Newtown in 1917 
and the Rugby League Project has him playing one game with Newtown in June 1918. These are 
clearly errors in reporting as Tedda Brooks was in England at this time. 
 
Tedda Brooks moved to the St George district not long after he retired from Grade football. He had 
an active involvement with the Ramsgate sub-branch of the RSL as well as the Kogarah RSL. He was a 
keen lawn bowler and was highly regarded, as the St George Call reported on 2 June 1950. It noted 
in an article about Kogarah RSL that; "Our thanks to Ramsgate sub-branch of their bowls visit, even if 
they did give us a hiding. Led by that vigorous warrior, Tedda Brooks, they gave us no chance at 
bowls." 
 
Tedda supported junior rugby league in the St George district and was involved with the Kogarah RSL 
team, as reported in the St George Call on 8 March 1946; "The football team have secured Kogarah 
Oval for training purposes. Harry Flower has been appointed Coach, with J. J. "Blue" McConnell, 
Wests player #299 and Tedda Brooks as assistants. If this trio can't produce a classy team, well the 
material just isn't there."  
 
Tedda Brooks was a lifelong supporter of the Newtown Rugby League Club, and saw his "blue bags" 
achieve the highs and lows of premiership football. He was the "grand old man", aged 93, at the 
farewell dinner for the Newtown Club as it bowed out of the Sydney premiership competition in 
1983. 

 
Last Drinks for Newtown - 1983 End of an era - Tedda Brooks, Frank Farrington and Len Kable 

 
Tedda Brooks lived most of his adult life in the 
Sydney suburb of Sans Souci, and he died 
there in October 1991 at the age of 101. 
Tedda's memorial is at the Woronora 
Memorial Park, Sutherland, NSW, Wall of 
Memory, AIF, 15 GG, 0112. 

 


