
1944 Round 6 Saturday 3rd June Leichhardt Oval 

                          Balmain 15     def.                 Western Suburbs 7 

 Dave PARKINSON  Fullback   Ron MARTIN    
 Arthur PATTON (c)  Wing   Bruce BROWN                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 Tom BOURKE  Centre   Fred YANZ Jnr                                                                                                                  
 Cecil JORGENSON  Centre   Bob ANDREWS                                                       
 Keith PARKINSON  Wing   Alf CARDY                                                     
 Stan PONCHARD  Five-eighth  Eric BENNETT (c)                                                                                                            
 Frank DRIESE  Half   Jack RUSSELL                                                                                    
 Jack HAMPSTEAD  Lock   Arthur CLUES                                                                                               
 Athol SMITH   Second Row  Cliff PEIME                                                                        
 Sid RYAN   Second Row  George LUCAS                                                                                    
 John SMITH   Front Row  Wal TAYLOR                                                                
 Tom FRENEY   Hooker   Neville SPENCE                                                                                        
 Dawson BUCKLEY  Front Row  Fred FAYERS 
        
 
Tries  Frank DRIESE     Alf CARDY    
  Cecil JORGENSON 
  Stan PONCHARD      
   
Goals  Cecil JORGENSON (3)     Bob ANDREWS (2)   
   
 

 
Match Description   
Western Suburbs: Full-back: R Martin; three-quarters: B Brown, R Andrews, F Yanz, A Cardy; halves: J Russell, E Bennett; forwards: A Clues, C 
Peime, G Lucas, F Fayers, N Spence, W Taylor 
Balmain: Full-back: D Parkinson; three-quarters: A Patton, J Jorgenson, T Bourke, K Parkinson; halves: S Ponchard, F Driese; forwards: J 
Hampstead, S Ryan, A Smith, J Spencer, T Freney, D Buckley     Referee: G Bishop    (Rugby League News 17th June 1944) 
 
W. Keato was not available for Wests, and Fred Yanz took his place. Wests, headed by Clues, rushed play deep into Balmain's 25. Ryan broke 
away but slipped and lost the ball. Wests was penalised and Parkinson found touch inside the 25. From the scrum Russell dashed through but 
was interfered with by Freney, and from the penalty Andrews kicked an easy goal. Wests 2-nil…. From a scrum inside their own 25 Wests was 
again penalised and Jorgenson kicked an easy goal. Wests 2, Balmain 2. ….Freney and Spence, the hookers, were called out and cautioned by 
the referee. .. Yanz was hurt and came back into the game limping. From the scrum, Russell sent to Cardy who dived over in the corner. 
Andrews failed at goal. Wests 5-2.. Half-time scores: Wests 5.Balmain 2.  
A long run by Clues put Wests on the attack on resuming and the ball flew across field to Driese, who went ahead, but lost the ball. Peime was 
penalised and Jorgenson kicked a great goal from the touch-line. Wests led 5-4. Clues headed a great rush but took play deep into Balmain's 
25, and the ball flew from Bennett to Cardy, who was well grassed by K. Parkinson. Wests stormed Balmain's line, and Brown broke away, but 
lost the ball. A long kick by D. Parkinson was taken by Martin, who put the ball into touch on the full. Hampstead was hurt in a tackle, and 
when the game resumed the ball flew from Ponchard to Driese to Jorgenson, who short-kicked to D. Parkinson. Balmain was penalised and 
Bennett, with a long kick, put Wests on the attack. The ball went from one side of the field to the other. Clues and then Bennett were stopped 
inches from the line. The ball flew out to Freney, who was penalised, but Andrews missed an easy goal. Balmain then took the lead when 
Ponchard raced over for a try from 30 yards out. Jorgenson failed at goal. Balmain led 7-5. From a scrum inside half-way the ball flew from 
Driese to Bourke to Jorgenson who changed his pace cleverly to score wide out. He goaled from the touchline. Balmain led 12-5. Balmain was 
penalised In front and Andrews kicked an easy goal. Balmain 12-7. After full-time bell had rung, Driese forced his way over in the corner.. 
Jorgenson failed at goal. Balmain 15, Wests 7. (The Sun 3rd June 1944) 
 
Trailing behind for most of the game, Balmain League team put in a grandstand finish to beat Western Suburbs after a thrilling game by 15 
points to 7. The gate, £531, was a record for Leichhardt, though the 8500 attendance has been exceeded. The scores were not a true reflection 
of the merits of teams on the day for the greatly improved Wests’ thirteen gave the local lads a heck of a shock for three parts of the game. 
Standing square on to their opponents, Wests backs badly rattled the fleety Balmain rear-guard. In addition, their tackling was terrific. A 
splendid match-winning try by S. Ponchard put the issue beyond doubt. S. Ponchard (half) and T. Freney divided the honours as outstanding 
players. Ponchard was versatile, nippy and resourceful, while Freney was in everything of note in the rucks and D. Parkinson gave a polished 
display at full-back for Balmain. J. Jorgenson and T. Burke were a great success as centres. Wests saw that A. Patton had little of the ball. A. 
Smith and J. Spencer were the pick of the rest. B. Andrews. F. Yanz and E. Bennett were always prominent for the losers. Young, making his 
debut, gave an impressive showing. A. Clues was the outstanding forward, supported by N. Spence and C. Peime. (Truth 4th June 1944) 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Notes:  Fred Yanz Jnr capped a meteoric rise by coming in for Billy Keato and gaining representative honours. This was a very close game where 
Wests tackled fiercely, again led from the front by Arthur Clues. Balmain scored a late try to seal the match. Bob Andrews again missed a 
couple of easy goals.  

 


