WESTERN WESTERN
SUBURBS 1936 Round 5 Saturday 13th June Pratten Park SUBURBS
St George 15 def. Western Suburbs 11

Stan ROBINSON Fullback Jim SHARMAN

Les ABBOTT Wing Fred COMBER

Mat RYAN Centre Vince SHEEHAN

Ernest RANIER Centre Cliff PEARCE (c)

T WILLS Wing Alan RIDLEY

Jim FLOWER Five-eighth Pat WHITE

Jack SIMPSON Half Les MEAD

Jim RUTHERFORD Lock Bill McLEOD

Charles RICE Second Row Ray GILLAM

Len KELLY Second Row Jack ARNOLD

Eddie ROOT (c) Front Row Bill WHEELER

Percy FAIRALL Hooker Ray WALDON

Tom HAYWOOD Front Row Athol SMITH

Tries Percy FAIRALL Vince SHEEHAN (2)
Len KELLY Alan RIDLEY
Mat RYAN

Goals Mat RYAN (3) Les MEAD (1)

Match Description

St George: Full-back: Stan Robinson; three-quarters: T Willis, M Ryan, E Ranier, L Abbott; halves: J Flower. J Simpson; forwards: J Rutherford, L
Kelly, C Rice, E Root, P Fairall, T Hayward

Western Suburbs: Full-back: J Sharman; three-quarters: A Ridley, C Pearce (capt), V Sheehan, F Comber; halves: P White, L Mead; forwards: W
MclLeod, J Arnold, R Gillam, A Smith, R Waldon, W Wheeler Referee: A Spankie (Rugby League News 20th June 1936)

After a strenuous encounter St. George beat Western Suburbs by 15 points to 11. The winners made full use of the favourable breeze during
the first half and scored three tries to their opponent’s one, the scores at the interval being 15 to five against Western Suburbs. Ryan opened
the scoring with a fine try after Flower, Simpson, and Wills had handled, and this was followed by tries scored by hooker, Fairall, and Kelly,
both fine individual efforts. West's score came as a result of a spectacular movement initiated by White, in which Pearce played an important
part, followed by a fine swerving run from near half-way by Sheehan. The game, however, before the half-time whistle was marred by
frequent penalties, lllegal play, and spotting tactics which apparently frayed the tempers of the players and militated against play of an
entertaining character. During the second half the ultimate winners were constantly threatened by penetrative bursts in which White, Mead,
Pearce, and Comber were often prominent, but they repelled with remarkable determination, and kept hammering away. Ridley came with a
sudden burst shortly after the break to score a great try. It was essentially a forwards' game, and both teams were well served in this
department. Fairall and Waldon had a great tussle for possession, and honours were about even, but owing to the spoiling tactics adopted the
backs were at a disadvantage. However, there was far too much kicking. Referee Spankie cautioned several over-virile players and awarded
penalties which had a tendency to jolt any efforts towards combined play. (The Sydney Morning Herald 15th June 1936)

NOT for all the beer in Berlin would St. George give away one spare inch to Western Suburbs at Pratten Park yesterday, when the Magpies
launched some of the fiercest football seen in years, but to no avail. Saints gallantly staggered home 15-11. Allan Ridley resembled the Dragon
laden with St. George's brawn and muscle, in his spectacular effort to score his one and only try in the second half. Fans gasped when, picking
up from the scrum base, he knocked the opposition like flies in a great run down the wing. .... (Truth 14th June 1936)

Jack Arnold was in the midst of a highly enjoyable holiday down near Eden when the news reached him that he was selected to play in
Saturday’s match. Aided by his Dad, who is wrapped up in the possibilities of his lad’s future Jack hurried back to the Metropolis without delay
and sacrificed the remainder of the holiday....... Admirers of Billy Wheeler’s play have been pleased with his inclusion in City teams on the last
two weekends. The front-row “prop” has had some ups and downs since joining up with the club, but always accepts the position in a sporting
spirit. (Rugby League News 23rd May 1936)

Notes: Mick Shields was out with an injured leg but replacement Ray Waldon held his own in the scrums. The effects of the Depression again
took their toll as Jack Spillane announced he was heading to Toowoomba to join Vic Hey because he was offered electrical work and Alan Blake
was given a clearance to chase employment in Bathurst. He was replaced as Third Grade coach by Bert “Butter” Green. All matches had been
cancelled for five weeks to run City Possibles v City Probables . Wests had many players involved in those trials. This was a very tough, hard-
tackling match where goal-kicking affected the final result. Wests came back strongly in the second half and Alan Ridley scored a spectacular
hard-running, bustling try.




