WESTERN

SUBURBS 1936 Round 4 Saturday 2nd May Pratten Park

Western Suburbs 17  drew with Eastern Suburbs 17
Jim SHARMAN Fullback Tom DOWLING
Fred COMBER Wing Fred TOTTEY
Vince SHEEHAN Centre Dave BROWN (c)
Cliff PEARCE (c) Centre Ross MCKINNON
Alan RIDLEY Wing Jack BEATON
Pat WHITE Five-eighth Ernie NORMAN
Les MEAD (c) Half Viv THICKNESSE
Bill McLEOD Lock Andy NORVAL
Ray GILLAM Second Row Henry PIERCE
Jack ARNOLD Second Row Joe PEARCE
Bill WHEELER Front Row Ray STEHR
Mick SHIELDS Hooker Tom McLACHLAN
Jack SPILLANE Front Row Max NIXON
Tries Alan RIDLEY (2) Fred TOTTEY (2)
Mick SHIELDS Viv THICKNESSE
Goals Les MEAD (3) Dave BROWN (2)

Jack ARNOLD (1)

Match Description

Tom DOWLING (2)

WESTERN
SUBURBS

%

Western Suburbs: Full-back: J Sharman; three-quarters: F Comber, C Pearce (capt), V Sheehan, A Ridley; halves: P White, L Mead; forwards: W
McLeod, R Gillam, J Arnold, W Wheeler, M Shields, J Spillane
Eastern Suburbs: Full-back: T Dowling; three-quarters: J Beaton, D Brown (capt), R McKinnon, F Tottey; halves: E Norman, V Thicknesse;

forwards: A Norval, S Pearce, H Pierce, M Nixon, T McLachlan, R Stehr

Referee: T McMahon (Rugby League News 9th May 1936)

In two of its three competition games to date the premier team, Eastern Suburbs, has been fortunate to escape defeat. But for the impetuosity
of the Western Suburbs “hooker” Shields his team may have finished with a two points advantage at Pratten Park instead of being held to a
draw. Shields raced "off-side" as Mead shaped for an easy penalty kick, and as a result the successful effort was disallowed. At that stage
Western Suburbs, having had the better of the second half, was leading by 17 points to 12. With only three minutes remaining for play, the
scores were unaltered. Then Comber and Sharman collided when attempting to field the ball In front of their goal, and Thicknesse snapped it
up and scored between the posts. Dowling’s conversion made the scores equal. The game was played at an exceedingly fast pace and with
such keenness that errors were bound to be made, but there was not a dull minute for the 7,788 spectators. Two early tries by Eastern
Suburbs indicated that the visitors would triumph, but Western Suburbs rallied finely, and actually gained a lead of 12 points to 8 by half-time.
Eastern Suburbs had won the ball from the scrums in the first half, but Wests took charge of the exchanges in the second session, and the
visitors' back line was rarely seen in attack. Ridley showed greatly improved form for Western Suburbs, scoring two tries and making several
strong dashes. Mead was seen at his best behind the scrum, and fine form was shown by White and C. Pearce. Brown tried hard to hold

Eastern Suburbs together. He made Tottey's second try and several times worked Beaton into position. This winger ran well at times, but was
usually well covered. East's forwards were lively early, but the opposing pack, with every man doing well, more than held them in the second
half. S. Pearce stood up splendidly to the hard work in his first match since being injured. (The Sydney Morning Herald 4th May 1936)

In the heat of the battle yesterday a spectator asked me over the fence what | would write in 'Truth.' Well, so far as Easts are concerned, | am
afraid | cannot write much. Except for a period in the first half, when Easts were definitely on top and looked like having a walk-over, the game
was all Wests. If there are stewards in the Rugby League, now is the time for them to check up on Wests' early performance. It seems
incredible that they should have been defeated in the first two rounds after their showing yesterday. ... Towards the end of the first half,
however, Wests gained the ascendancy and had the Tricolors gasping at half-time, when they led 12-8. In the second half, Wests had the
better of the scrums and they made good use of the ball. Easts' efforts to stand on them were frustrated by well-judged kicks by Mead and
other inside backs. After a while Easts seemed to tire and become disorganised. Team work disappeared and was supplanted by a not very
successful individualism. As the game went | think Wests were very unlucky to lose. Easts final try was very fortunate when everything
appeared lost the writer was given an easy passage to score between the posts. No one was more surprised than the scorer and he doesn't
know yet how it happened. .... (Truth 3rd May 1936 — written by Viv Thicknesse — Easts half-back)

Notes: Every account stated that Wests were unlucky to draw this match. Mick Shields ran offside as Les Mead kicked a penalty late in the
match and it was disallowed and Easts’ final try was scored with three minutes to go after a mix-up between Comber and Sharman. It was a
very fast-paced game in which Alan Ridley came back into form and young Jack Arnold kicked a magnificent goal from the sideline.




